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Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 

Well, the year is off and running.  This past weekend 
was the District 5 Spring Conference at Ocean City, Mary-
land.  Frank Brown and Lilly Stone attended on Friday, 
while Norman and I attended Friday through Sunday 
along with the Aikins and the Chapmans. 

It was a fun experience as we heard lots of new ideas 
from other squadrons, realized just how active a squadron 
NRPS is and won lots of awards along the way.  And I 
mean lots of awards.  If there was an award for winning 
the most awards, we would have come in first. 

We won a membership award for a 1% increase in 
membership as well as an award for 8 new members. We 
are in a select group as only six squadrons in District 5 
had positive growth during the past year.  The United 
States Power Squadron has been losing members at a 
rapid rate so for our squadron to have increased member-
ship speaks highly of you, the members.  So keep up the 
good work on being welcoming and friendly to our new 
members.  In this line of thought we will be discussing a 
new idea at the April meeting on assisting new members. 

We also won the 2
nd

 place award for most VSC’s in 
District 5.  So KUDOS to Larry Rountree and all of the 
Vessel Safety Examiners!!!  This was a job well done.  
While I just loved accepting another award for NRPS it’s 
really about knowing that there are more boaters who are 
prepared for a safe day on the water.  Since we moved 
from a 3

rd
 place award in 2010 to a 2

nd
 place award in 

2011 let’s see if maybe next year we can move into 1
st
 

place.  Of course that may be hard to do.  This year’s first 
place squadron, Smith Mountain Lake, had over 500 in-
spections to their credit – and they only have 66 mem-
bers. 

So next came the awards (yes, awardsss) for our 

website.  The first award for this category was the Na-

tional Award for Distinctive Communicator in recognition  

of Distinctive Performance for the NRPS Website.   Then 
we or maybe I should say Frank Brown, won the 1

st
 Place 

Award for Website Excellence in District 5.  Of course, 
this is due to all of the hard work that Frank Brown has 
put into taking the website to the next level.  He is well 
respected in this area as they also asked him to do a 
presentation at the Conference on this very topic.  I 
thought about attending his presentation but then realized 
I wouldn’t have a clue what he was talking about.  I fig-
ured I would just ask him later how it went and per P/D/C 
Chris Brown, JN it went great.  Everyone said he did a 
great job.  So Frank – Kudos to you for all of your hard 
work.  You certainly deserve the recognition. 

 We then received an ―around the elbow to get to the 
…‖ recognition for the excellence of our newsletter.  Due 
to some glitches, NRPS was eliminated from the group 
being evaluated on the excellence of their newsletter.  
District 5 recognized the unfairness of this so appealed 
the decision to National in hopes of getting our newsletter 
into the competition.  Well, that didn’t work but P/D/C 
Chris Brown, JN wanted to recognize the hard work put in 
by our editor so while we don’t have a certificate in hand, 
we did make the picture for those winning an award for 
their newsletters.  So everyone take time to thank Grace 
Brown for all of her hard work over the past year.  She 
has definitely put some time in on putting the newsletter 
together.  Oh yeah… we have the issue fixed so come the 
end of 2011 our newsletter will definitely be in the running. 

Finally we come to the last award.  Exciting isn’t it??  

We were just having a grand time accepting all of these 

awards.  So now some applause please for our own Lt.  
 

(Commander’s Article Continued, Page 2) 
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   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 

    Lt/C Mark Presson, S   
 

  

 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

A Great year concluded with our change of watch. 
Our Final Safe Boating Class ended with 13 more trained 
boaters compliments of Nansemond River Power Squad-
ron. We hope to welcome new members from this group!! 
The Piloting class that began in January is wrapping up 
loose ends and will be preparing for the final test by the 
end of April. Thanks, as always, to P/C Fletcher Beadles, 
AP for a wonderful job. Thanks also to P/C Mike 
Michaels, AP and Cdr Mary Fisher, AP, for stopping in on 
Tuesday nights and giving a hand with the 7 students in 
the class. 

We have one more Safe Boating Class lined up be-
fore the 1 July deadline for the new Safe Boating Educa-
tion requirement. 7 & 14 May at the Suffolk Police Pre-
cinct #2 on Rt 17 in Northern Suffolk are the place and 
date. We go from 0900 to 1330 each week. Contact me 
at frank.brown915@gmail.com or 757-357-5705 to regis-
ter for the class. 

Our first USPS Seminar in a while is scheduled for 1 
May. P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP, will lead us thru Knots, 
Bends and Hitches. The 2-hour seminar will be held at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 2730 Bridge Rd (Rt 17), Suffolk. 
The class meets from 1400 - 1600. In addition to the cost 
of the book, we are asking everyone to bring a non-
perishable item to donate to the food pantry at Faith Lu-
theran. Sign up online or at the 12 April meeting. 

Finally, we are planning a Sail Class, led by Immedi-
ate past SEO Lilly Stone, JN. This is anticipated to be 
held after the completion of the Piloting class. 

Plan on taking some classes - this is a major part of 
our NRPS tradition. Have an idea for a class? Let me 
know. Call 357-5705 or e-mail Frank at 
frank.brown@gmal.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2011 
 

KNOTS, BENDS & HITCHES SEMINAR 
 1 May 2011 - 1400-1600 
 Faith Lutheran Church, 2730 Bridge Road (Rt 
 17), Suffolk, VA 
 Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP 
 Cost: $25 for Kit / $5 with no book. All asked to 
 bring non-perishable item for Food Pantry 
 

ABC-SAFE BOATING CLASS 
 7 & 14 May 2011 - 0900 - 1330 
 2nd Precinct, Suffolk Police, Rt 17, Suffolk, VA
 (Harbour View Area) 

 
(Educational Officer’s Report, Con’t. Page 3) 

Two upcoming events in Portsmouth that should be of 
interest… 

 

 16 April:    2nd. Annual Elizabeth River Boat & Nauti-
cal Yard Sale & Flea Market 
0900 till 1500—Ocean Marine Parking Lot on Wavy 
Street in Portsmouth. Admission is free. For parking 
spaces, call (757) 321-7432 to reserve your space. Bring 
your own tables or tents, then Sell-Swap-Barter-Visit with 
boating friends! 
 

 16-17 April:     9th. Annual Portsmouth Power in the 
Park Weekend Power Boat Races 
1200 till 1500—Portsmouth offers one of the fastest race 
courses in the U.S.  Several world records have been set 
on this well protected race site situated in a park setting. 
Come by boat or car and enjoy a day at the races.  Ad-
mission and parking are free to the public.  Competitors 
have traveled from all over the country to have a chance 
at setting the next world record. Races begin at 1200 
each day. Call (757) 439-0803 for registration and for 
more information, or visit their website at 
www.Powerinthepark.com. 
 

(Con’t. from Page 1, Commander’s Article) 
Rana Weaver, Safety Officer for last year.  We received 
the Snyder Award – Most Outstanding Safety Article for 
the safety articles in the Nansemond Light due to her 
work researching and writing up the articles.  So thank 
you Rana for helping make Nansemond River a recogniz-
able force in the safety arena.   

Well, we have come to the end of the awards for the 
past year but one thing we discovered during the week-
end – we are one of the few active squadrons in District 
5.  One of the goals I heard in the ―New Commanders‖ 
session was that he wanted to get his squadron back to 
boating. So while the power squadron is an organization 
that takes on boat safety and community service it also 
provides a group for everyone to get together with for 
week-end cruises and other fun events.  So to hear so 
many members say their squadron isn’t teaching the ba-
sic safety courses or doing any cruises really shows us 
how great NRPS really is.  We teach, we inspect boats, 
we participate in ―Clean the Bay‖ day, do cruises and 
have fun all the while.  Really can’t ask for more than 
that.   

So at the next meeting while thanking those who 
have worked hard over the past year and made these 
awards possible, also thank yourself.  It’s who you are 
that makes this squadron as great as it is.   

See you on Tuesday, 12 April. 

mailto:education@nrpowersquadron.com
mailto:lilly.stone@gte.net
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(Educational Officer’s Report, Con’t. from Page 2) 

ABC-SAFE BOATING CLASS (Con’t.) 

 Instructors: F Brown, N Fisher, D Bradshaw &
 others. 
 Cost: $30.00 (America Boating Course book) 
 

SAILING 
 Mondays - at conclusion of Piloting Class 
 Portsmouth Boat Club, 20 Elm Ave, Portsmouth 
 Cost $45.00 
 Instructor: P/C Lilly Stone, JN 
 

WEATHER 
 Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, N  Fall, 2011 Cost
 approx $60.00 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 
 Dates TBA 
 Portsmouth Boat Club, 20 Elm Ave, Portsmouth 
 Cost $25.00 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 

  
          Lt/C Matt Schulze, S 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

go out to 
Jennifer and Mark 

Presson 
on the Birth of their 

Newest  
Navigator…. 

Baby Ashtyn Rose 
was born Thursday 

March 31, 2011 
 
 
 

 

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery, 
You are in Our Hearts and Prayers 

 

To Barratt Sturtevant 

 
NOTE TO MEMBERS... 

It’s time for our annual Members’ Roster Re-
view...please check your most recent info, and if you 
have any changes please contact Frank Brown via 
email, frank.brown915@gmail.com. Changes may 
also be made at our 12 April meeting. 

Now that the Change of Watch has concluded, it’s 
time to ramp up for the 2011 boating season.  If you have 
already started your annual spring boat cleaning and to-
do list, then you’re way ahead of me.  The Bridge is in 
the process of finalizing an event packed season.  The 
cruise schedule has been set (see below) and other 
events are being lined up.  To sign up for a cruise, come 
to the next general  meeting at Azteca Restaurant, lo-
cated on North Main Street in Suffolk, on 12 April at 
1900 ; or log onto the squadron’s web page.  If you are 
interested in volunteering to be Officer of the Day (OD) 
for a cruise, please send me an email or give me a call.  
We are also trying something new this year to encourage 
some new ODs by scheduling Co-ODs.  If you are inter-
esting in signing up as an OD but are maybe a little ten-
tative about what to expect and how to go about it, we 
will team you up with a veteran to show you the ropes.  
Just drop me an email or give me a call.   

There’s a Commander’s Cookout at the Fisher Estate 
scheduled for Sunday, 17 April.  I’m sure Norman (CB) 
will have the estate groomed and in tip-top shape for this 
event.  More details to come. 

We are also scheduling Daytrippers, and guest 
speakers for the general meetings.  If you have any sug-
gestions about where you’d like to go for Daytrippers or 
speakers/topics for guest speakers, please let me know. 

Finally, don’t forget to check the website frequently 
as details about events are updated regularly.  I’m look-
ing forward to a great and safe year of boating fun and I 
hope to see you all at the dock! 

 

2011 Cruise Schedule: 
 

13 May – Bluewater Marina in Hampton – 
―Shakedown Cruise‖ 
24 June – Bay Creek Marina in Cape Charles – 
―Across the Bay Cruise‖ 
22 July  – Yorktown River Yacht Haven - ―History 
Cruise‖ 
19 August – Smithfield Station – ―Country Cruise‖ 

30 September – Hampton City Pier – ―Oktoberfest 

Cruise‖ 

―Being on a boat that's moving through the water, it's so 
clear. Everything falls into place in terms of what's impor-

tant and what's not.‖ 
 

-James Taylor  
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/jamestaylo327920.html
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Change of Watch in Pictures 
 

Our Change of Watch Dinner at Cedar Point Country Club, 12 March,  was a gala affair, as members turned out in 
great numbers to see our new Bridge installed for the coming year. On hand were P/D/C Ralph Bernard, AP and his wife 
D/Lt Nance Bernard. The meal was scrumptious, the camaraderie superb and the awards thrilling! A wonderful time was 
had by all! 

P/C Bob Eure, AP chats with Lt/C (and new mom!) 
Jennifer Presson, S. 

P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP and ―First Gentleman‖ P/C 
Norman Fisher, AP. 

P/C David Michael, Jr. AP, P/C John Eure, JN and P/C 
Donnie Weaver, AP share opinions over drinks. 

New Admin Officer Lt/C Matt Schulze, P, Treasurer 
Lt/C Gail Aikin, S and Kim Schulze, P. 

P/D/C Ralph Bernard and his wife D/Lt Nance Bernard. Joyce Bradshaw, S  talking with Maxanne Morrison. 
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P/C Lin Hanbury, AP enjoying the social time (I 
think!) in serious discussions. 

P/C Lilly Stone, JN talks with Susan Sanders and her 
guest Kathryn Boone Lane (& hopefully new member). 

A ―tasty‖ salute and welcome  to the new Bridge from 
our new Commander! 

P/D/C Bernard installs our new Commander Mary Fisher, 
AP (the first woman to hold the office in our squadron!). 

Lilly Stone is 
this year’s 
recipient of 
the George 
A. Morrison 
award for all 
she has 
done this 
past year for 
our power 
squadron’s 
educational 
programs, 
and numer-
ous vessel 
safety 
checks. 

P/C Larry 
Rountree, 
AP (VSC 

chairman)
and LT 

Rana 
Weaver (for 
her service 

as Safety 
Officer) both 
receive cer-

tificates from 
the past 

commander 
for jobs well 

done. 

Thank You Rana, for the use of 
these wonderful photographs! 
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Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt Teresa Sturtevant 

(Article by P/C Art Aikin, N) 
Hello everyone. No, I am not the Safety Officer, but 

while Teresa is nursing Barratt back to health, I volun-
teered to fill in and take some of the load off for the next 
couple of months. So, if you have something you want 
covered or have an idea for a safety article, give me a 
call or drop me an email. 

I have just returned from the D-5 Spring Conference 
in Ocean City, where, before I left this morning, I had to 
remove a 1.5 inch of SNOW from my truck. That said, 
spring is just around the corner and we are all getting 
back on our boats and starting to plan our summer cruis-
ing. I thought, therefore, I would cover several things to 
be aware of as we begin our preparations. 

 

Sea Cocks  If you 
closed your sea cocks as 
you should have last fall, be 
sure to open them now be-
fore starting the en-
gines .When you have the 
boat hauled, check for any 
fouling on the intakes. This 
is also a good time to lubri-
cate them and check for 
corrosion. Water pumps 
that have sat all winter need 
to be checked for leaks 
and, if necessary, have the impellers changed. I make it 
a habit to change my impellers every other year, even if 
they are working…cuts down on surprises during the 
season. 

 

Shore Power Cords  

One area that needs special 

attention is the electrical hook 

up for shore power, especially 

if the boat has had power on 

all winter. Remove the shore 

power cords and look for any 

signs of burns or excessive 

heat on the plugs. Regardless 

of whether or not any signs 

are present, remove the panel where the cords plug in on 

the vessel and examine the back wiring and circuit 

breakers for corrosion or heat damage. If there is evi-

dence of corrosion, replace the wiring AND the breakers. 

This is necessary because often if there is corrosion on 

the wiring, the breakers have corrosion up inside and will 

fail, even if the wiring is replaced. Be advised that most  

boats have #10 or # 8 wiring in this area. Do not rewire 
with a lower gauge as this will cause overheating and fire. 
The fire in Washington, N.C. was determined to have 
started on a boat with a faulty electrical panel at the shore 
power connections. 

 

Batteries  Be sure and 
give the battery bank a good 
inspection for any signs of cor-
roded terminals or frayed wir-
ing. This is not only danger-
ous, but will rob your boat of 
proper voltage and can lead to 
shorts and other electrical 
problems in the 12V system. If 
necessary, cut off the battery 
switch and remove the batter-
ies to a safe location ashore, 
properly clean the terminals ,and replace any faulty leads 
on the boat with the batteries removed. Always wear pro-
tective gloves and goggles when working with the batter-
ies and keep them in a well ventilated space. 

 

Dock Lines  Inspect all 
dock lines for signs of wear or 
frayed strands from the effects 
of winter storms . Damaged 
line should be replaced or if 
the damage is near the end, 
the defective area can be cut 
out and the eye respliced or 
the end whipped. Stiff lines 
can be placed in a pillow case 
with a little detergent and fab-
ric softener and run through a 
washing machine. Immediately remove the lines at the 
end of the cycle and lay over a fence or other suitable 
area to dry 

Finally, remember you have not been as active on the 

boat over the winter and some of the moves that were 

second nature last summer may require some thought 

when you first start back. Keep your mind on what you are 

doing and do not take certain steps for granted…that wa-

ter is still very COLD! 

―The waypoint on my GPS says the marina should be right 
here!‖ 

From www.boastville.com 
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  The Whale Tale 
 

Emailed From Susan Faurot 
 

 If you saw a recent front-page story of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, you would have read about a female 
humpback whale who had become entangled in a spi-
der's web of crab traps and lines. She was weighted 
down by hundreds of pounds of traps that caused her to 
struggle to stay afloat. She also had hundreds of yards of 
line rope wrapped around her body, her tail, her torso, a 
line tugging in her mouth. 

 A fisherman spotted her just east of the Farallon Is-
lands (outside the Golden Gate) and radioed an environ-
mental group for help. Within a few hours, the rescue 
team arrived and determined that she was so badly off, 
the only way to save her was to dive in and untangle her. 
They worked for hours with curved knives and eventually 
freed her. 

  When she was free, the divers say she swam in what 
seemed like joyous circles. She then came back to each 
and every diver, one at a time, and nudged them, pushed 
them gently around as she was thanking them. Some 
said it was  the most incredibly beautiful experience of 
their lives. The guy who cut the rope out of her mouth 
said her eyes were following him the whole time, and he 
will never be the same. 

  May you, and all those you love, be so blessed and 
fortunate to be surrounded by people who will help you 
get untangled from the things that are binding you. And, 
may you always know the joy of giving and receiving 
gratitude. 

I pass this on to you, my  friends, in the same spirit. 

So you want to sell your boat… 
here are 10 pointers from  

www.boatsville.com: 
 

1. Understand Competition. You are not only competing 
against other boaters selling their boat, you are compet-
ing against the boater who may opt to buy a new boat 
instead. Knowing this you should make sure that your 
boat is competitively priced against similar boats for sale,. 
2. Advertise Properly. Most boaters try to sell their boat 
on the cheap. This includes free internet ads or a sign on 
your boat saying it is for sale. These rarely, if ever, work. 
Selling a boat is a numbers game. Also most boaters look 
for complete photo listings. It's said a picture is worth a 
thousand words..in boating it is the difference between 
selling a boat and not.  
3. Make Communication Easy. It is often very funny to 
call on boat ads. In most cases the phone number is the 
home phone of the seller. Kids answer the phone and 
don't take messages. Most spouses can't answer the 
caller's questions, and in many cases there is no one 
home to take the call and no answering machine. 
4. Don't Overprice. Many boaters price their boat for 
sale based on what they owe on the boat. Unfortunately, 
this is not really what the boat is worth in most cases. 
Before you list your boat anywhere, research what the 
blue book value of your boat really is. If you aren't willing 
to part with it somewhere in between the low retail and 
average retail price then either be prepared to get little 
response or be disappointed when a similar naive buyer 
makes an offer only to find that his bank won't carry the 
debt either. 
5. Consider a Broker. If you aren't prepared to be avail-
able nights and weekends to show your boat and have 
muddy kids and overly judgmental adults going through 
your boat, then a broker may do you some good. Most 
brokers charge between 10% and 15% of the sale price 
of the boat. If you want $40,000 for your boat you will pay 
the broker around $4,000 to sell it.   
6. Clean boats sell. Have you ever been on a nice boat 
that is dirty? There's no such thing. If the boat is dirty it 
isn't nice. Very few people buy boats with last years May 
Flies glued to the canvas. Clean your boat regularly dur-
ing showing or don't list it in the first place. 
7. Get a Survey. This could save you a lot of heartache 
and head aches later. A survey determines if the boat is 
in good working condition. It allows you to not only see 
what needs to be fixed, but if your boat will sell in the first 
place.  
8. It does take time. Every boater believes that their boat 
will sell in a week. This very rarely happens. Most boats 
sell between 3-6 months after listing. Be patient. It is a 
numbers game.  
9. Be willing to negotiate. Be somewhat flexible in your 
price. For example, if you sell your boat at the end of the 
season you may agree to pay for winter storage.  
10. Know your best offer. Know the lowest price you 
can go on the boat. If you don't you may find that you 
sold a boat for more than you can afford.  

http://www.boatsville.com/boating_articles/boat_owner_tips/10_Tips_to_Help_Sell_Your_Boat!/##
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mary Fisher, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 
 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2011-2012 Bridge Officers 
 
   Commander     Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mark Presson, S 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
   Secretary      Lt/C  Jennifer Presson, S 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    Lt Teresa Sturtevant 

 

12 April       General Meeting      Suffolk VA 
           Plaza Azteca Restaurant 
 

23 April       VSC day at Gatling Pointe   Smithfield VA 
 

29-1 May      Co-Op Charting Workshop  Norfolk VA 
           NOAA Atlantic Marine Center 
           (Hosted by District 5) 
 

7 & 14 May      Safe Boating Class     Suffolk VA  
           Suffolk Police Station #2,Rt. 17 
 

13-15 May      Shakedown Cruise     Hampton VA 
           Bluewater Marina 


