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Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 

Hello to everyone.   
It feels like it’s been a long time since I saw everyone 

even though we just had our January meeting.  I guess it’s 
the winter funk setting in.  So rather than bemoan the cold  
wet weather, I plan on thinking about upcoming summer 
and hoping for an early spring.  But for now, since the 
weather is such that I would rather be indoors, it’s a good 
time to do those little items on the boat in preparation for 
the summer time.  To get our boating “fix” we are doing 
some updating on our boat – all of the things we talked 
about during the summer but never got around to doing.  I 
guess we were too busy partying. 

So get into the spirit of boating by looking at your cal-
endar now and deciding where you will be cruising this 
year.  With the price of fuel we may all be cruising right in 
our homeport.  The rumor mill has gas going to $5.00 per 
gallon by Memorial Day – yeah, at that price homeport 
looks real good.   

Another way to get into the spirit is to sign up for boat-
ing classes, volunteer to help our instructors with the ABC 
classes, or even get with Lt/C Frank Brown, AP to take a 
class to become an instructor.  If we have more ABC in-
structors everyone can share the load with teaching since 
the number of Safe Boating classes is increasing each 
year.  P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP is teaching the Advanced 
Piloting class right now – for those who have taken this 
class you can volunteer to work with Fletcher.  Helps eve-
ryone in the class while sharpening your skills.  Now to our 
next “Atta Boy”. 

Thank you to all of the VSC Examiners for doing such 
a great job this year.  I don’t know if the number of inspec-
tions completed has broken any records for the squadron  

but this is the highest number of inspections completed 
since I became a member. Thank you for taking your time 
to ensure we have safe boats on the water.  Even though 
P/C Lilly Stone, JN and Frank Brown have done an out-
standing job with their inspections, everyone who has in-
spected any boats also gets a pat on the back.  Job well 
done.  

Don’t forget that our next meeting has been changed 
to 7 February . For those who weren’t at January’s meet-
ing, it was voted on to change February’s meeting since 
the second Tuesday was Valentine’s Day and we don’t 
want to interfere with plans for that day.  Also don’t forget 
the food drive – let’s bring a record amount this month.  If 
you are like me, you probably need to prepare your dona-
tion now while you are thinking on it.  Otherwise you are 
likely to forget so get it ready now.   I will see everyone on 
7 February – until then safe boating. 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

We ended the year with another Educational achieve-
ment—the testing for the Weather Class recently con-
cluded. Instructor P/C Art Aikin, N, prepared the 12 stu-
dents and all passed on the first go round. Congratula-
tions to P/C Fletcher Beadles AP, Lt/C Frank Brown AP, 
P/C Jack Eure JN, CDR Mary Fisher AP, Janet Horn P, 
Lanny Horn P, Gene Monroe P, Lt/C Mark Presson P, Lt/
C Matt Schulze P, Bob Wallace JN and P/C Donnie 
Weaver AP. 

With the successful completion of this class, Fletcher, 
Frank, Jack and Donnie were rewarded the Educational 
Proficiency recognition, given for having achieved AP plus 
3 elective class recognitions. 

Fletcher Beadles is again leading our Advanced Pilot-
ing Class in Suffolk. After that class, we will have Engine 
Maintenance. We hope to have a seminar or two also dur-
ing the Spring/Summer timeframe. 

Our first Virginia Boating Safety class for 2012 is set for 
6-20 February in Portsmouth. We already have 21 folks 
signed up. We intend to offer the USPS ABC3 Safe Boat-
ing Class soon after the February class. 

Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178 
or e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com. 

 
CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012 

   

ADVANCED PILOTING 
Began 17 Jan 2012 
Instructor: P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 
 

VIRGINIA SAFE BOATING CLASS 
Instructors: Eure, Hanbury, Brown, Stone 
Dates 6, 13, 20 Feb 2012 

Location: Portsmouth Boat Club 
Cost FREE (State Class) 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 
Dates TBA  

Location: TBD 
Cost $25.00 
 

ENGINE MAINTENANCE 
Instructors, Dates and 
Location: TBD 
Following AP 
Cost approx $40.00 
  

 
"Land was created to provide a place for boats to visit."        

 - Brooks Atkinson 

Sail Away With USPS Photo Contest! 
 

 Take a picture of your favorite gunkhole, vacation re-
treat or cruising destination and enter our Sail Away with 
USPS photo contest! Email no more than four high-
resolution photos that best capture your time spent during 
a treasured trip or vacation. Include your name, certificate 
or subscriber number, and a brief caption. Visit 
usps.smugmug.com for complete rules or pick up a flier at 
the Annual Meeting. Winning photos will be featured in 
the Spring 2013 issue of The Ensign. 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Mark Presson, P 
 
 
Shake off the winter doldrums and enjoy one of these 
events. 
 

4 February-18 March:  Winter Wildlife Boat Tours. 
Virginia Aquarium Winter Wildlife Boat Trips are offered 
through 18 March. Trips typically run on Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and holiday Mondays. 
Sightings are not guaranteed. The two and half hour 
adventure costs $28 per adult (ages 12+) and $24 per 
child (ages 4-11). For further information, current 
schedules or cancellations, visit VirginiaAquarium.com or 
call (757) 385-FISH.  
 

10 February-12 February:  Mid-Atlantic Sports and 
Boat Show. Fri. 2/10: noon-9p.m.; Sat. 2/11: 1000-2000; 
Sun. 2/12: 1000-1700 at the Virginia Beach Convention 
Center. Call 385-2000 for additional details. 
 

25 February:  2012 Ghent Winter Bar Crawl. READY! 
SET! CRAWL! Already the most charitable pub crawl in 
the nation, the Ghent Winter Bar Tour will try to outdo 
itself once again as it hits the streets of midtown Norfolk 
for the biggest night out this winter! As always, all 
proceeds from this event will benefit a fantastic 
organization making a big difference in our local 
community - Edmarc Hospice for Children! The pub crawl 
will journey once again down Colley Avenue, 21st Street, 
and the surrounding locale in the historic midtown Norfolk 
neighborhood of Ghent from 1600 until 2100 (or whenever 
the last bar closes). And to cap it all off, we're throwing our 
biggest block party yet in the parking lot behind the 
Belmont House of Smoke featuring three live bands, 
games and prizes!  http://www.ghentbartours.org/events/
norfolk/ghent/winter/bar-tour/  
 

25 February-26 February: Otter Days.  Learn about 
these amazing creatures and the challenges they face in 
the wild.  Hosted at the Virginia Aquarium and Marine 
Science Center from 1000 to 1400. 



Page 3 February 2012 Nansemond Light 

     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 

 
 

Public Seminars We Can Share 
Through USPS 

 

 USPS has a series of short seminars covering specific 
topics of interest to boaters. Some of the topics that are 
available cover GPS, 
chart reading, VHF ra-
dio usage (including the 
Digital Selective Calling 
feature found on all new 
radios), and on-board 
weather forecasting. 
These seminars are 
usually taught in a sin-
gle two-hour class. A 
student note book is 
included, along with a 
take-away guide or 
other items that are use-
ful on your boat. Semi-
nars on other topics are 
now being completed, 
and will be released in 
the near future. Get 
more information on 
USPS’s public seminars. 
 

(Editor’s Note: I found this on the USPS website...check 
this out and other educational information found there for 
all you could want to know about what’s available nation-
ally! It’s a great website and full of information we can all 
use!) 
 

Mark Your Calendars… 
 

Nansemond Rive Power Squadron 
 

Change of Watch 

10 March 2012 
 

Cedar Point Country Club 
Suffolk, Virginia 

 

D/Lt/C Jeff McKinney, JN, Executive Officer for D5 will be 
here from Maryland to officially install our new bridge! 
Menu and details to come in the next issue of the Nanse-
mond Light. 

 Hi everyone!  I hope everyone had a very Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for a great New Year.   

Last month’s general meeting was held at George’s 
Restaurant in Suffolk and was well attended.  Please pro-
vide feedback to the bridge if you have any suggestions or 
requests for an alternate food menu.  Next month’s meet-
ing will again be at George’s Restaurant.  

At the general meeting, the new bridge was voted on 
and can be reviewed on the web site.  The Change of 
Watch (COW) dinner is scheduled for 10 March at Cedar 
Point Country Club.  We are still working out the menu and 
cost details and will provide them at the next meeting and 
on the web site as they are finalized.  We are asking that 
everyone who plans on attending pay in advance in order 
to help with accounting, so please be prepared to pay at 
the next general meeting. 

As always, check the website frequently as details 
about events are updated regularly. Hope to see you all at 
the COW! 

NRPS Member Writes Article for 
Publication 
 

 Our own Butch Baxter has 
written an article for the Steam-
ship Historical Society of Amer-
ica (SSHSA) about the Vessels 
of the Virginia Ferry Corp. 1930-
1956.  It was published in the 
Fall issue 2011 of PowerShips, 
SSHSA Quarterly publication.  
The article tells about the history 
of the of the Chesapeake Bay 

Ferries that once 
crossed the Chesa-
peake between Cape 
Charles/Kiptopeke and 
Little Creek up to 1956.  
See Butch Baxter if you 
are interested in a copy 
of the magazine.  A 
good history lesson for 
those not familiar with 
that ferry system. 
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Nansemond River Power Squadron Celebrates 
with Our Annual Holiday Party  

Our Holiday Party was a 
smashing success...with 
some of the best food 
ever—everything from 
mini salmon cakes to 
fresh oysters, from de-
lectable desserts to lus-
cious libations! No one 
could possible have 
walked away hungry! 
And the turnout was 
fabulous, the Fisher’s 
home was filled to over-
flowing, literally, and half 
the party was outside, 
braving the cold to grab 
those oysters fresh off 
the grill. But the sprits 
were high an the cama-
raderie was superb, as 
usual for us! 
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Our Commander Hosts the Holiday Party with Fun, 
Food and Frivolity 

Our special guests were D/Lt/C Milton Cloud, AP and 
his wife, representing D5. He is shown here with our 
Commander Mary Fisher. And we were so very glad 
to see P/C Randy Morrison in attendance after his 
recent medical difficulties. And how fun to play with 
our newest “member, little Ashtyn Presson! What an 
excellent way to celebrate the holidays and begin the 
new year. 

It was ALMOST as much fun 
as one of our boating 
cruises...and we were even on 
the water as was appropriate 
for Nansemond River Power 
Squadron! Can’t wait for our 
next “to-do”, our Change of 
Watch! 
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A Few Reminders 
 

There is nothing new in this article, but I thought in 
light of some recent news articles, a repeat of some does 
and don’ts from past articles might be helpful, particularly 
at this time of year when most of us have our boats up in 
storage and may not be visiting them as often as we 
should. 

First, in the last article, I spoke of the dangers of using 
a light bulb in the bilge as a heat source. Recently in 
Lambton, Ontario, Canada there was a fire in a storage 

shed containing some 65 boats and three antique automo-
biles. The loss was estimated at $40 million. The cause, 
from investigations by the fire marshals, has been traced 
to a light bulb in the bilge of one of the boats. Apparently 
the bulb shattered and some of the hot pieces fell on flam-
mable material. Nobody has enough insurance to cover $ 
40 million! The good news is that, with end of incandes-
cent bulb manufacturing, this problem may go away since 
the new fluorescent bulbs do not give off enough heat to 
be of any use. Only approved heating devices should be 
used to heat bilges and boats, regardless of where they 
are stored. 

Recently in Ft Myers, Florida, a 45 foot boat burned to 

the waterline and sank. The fire was first noticed when 

black smoke started coming out of the engine vents. 

Shortly thereafter, a member of the crew opened the hatch 

to the engine room to inspect the problem and the fire 

spread and engulfed the entire vessel. Another boat in the 

area removed the 5 adults and 2 dogs off the boat and the 

fire company got the fire out about two hours later, at 

which time the hull sank. The good news here is that it  

Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

P/C Art Aikin, N 

was a diesel powered boat, so there was no explosion as  
there would have been on a gas powered vessel, and no 
lives were lost The bad news is that it was later deter-
mined that the Halon system in the engine room had, in all 

probability put out the original fire, but when the crew 
member opened the hatch, the influx of air caused the fire 
to reignite. With the Halon system exhausted, there was 
nothing to stop it the second time. Remember, If you ex-
perience an engine room fire, as tempting as it may be, do 
not open the hatch to the engine room. Wait at least 30 
minutes after the last smoke is detected before opening 
any passage ways or hatches to the engine room. If the 
Halon system did not put out the fire, there is not much 
chance you are going to be able to contain it with a hand 
held extinguisher.    

Finally, if any of you are moving boats during cold 
weather and the temperature is at or below freezing, I sug-
gest you take along a container of Morton salt. When the 
water temperature gets down in the low forties and the air 
temperature is in the 
mid thirties, a boat mov-
ing through the water 
and taking spray will 
often times develop ice 
on the gunnels. Sprinkle 
a little salt on any sur-
face you need to walk 
on and it will melt the 
ice and provide extra 
traction . I realize salt is 
hard on the gel coat, but 
a little compound and 
wax in the spring should fix any marring. Besides, I would 
rather deal with damaged gel coat in the spring than go for 
an unscheduled swim in the middle of the winter!  

Happy New Year and be safe out there. 

“Being on a boat that's moving through the water, it's so 
clear. Everything falls into place in terms of what's impor-
tant and what's not.” 

 -James Taylor  
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 adjust the tabs to compensate for the redistribution of 
weight. You must understand though, the trim tabs will 
have less effect at slower speed than at high speed. You 
can understand this by a simple experiment. Next time 
you are in your car put your hand out of the window at an 
angle to the slipstream. Note that when you drive slowly, 
the wind has little effect on your hand but as you speed 
up, the wind will eventually drive your hand up and back. 
Now remember, water is much more dense than air so 
prudence in applying trim is recommended. 

 Where most operators initially use trim is in the pitch 
axis, getting their boats to the plane mode as quickly as 
possible. It is then easy to maintain the boat’s most eco-
nomical cruising speed by tab adjustment. This is accom-
plished using the "Bow Down" control. This lowers both 
tabs and the force of the water against them will push the 
stern up consequently lowering the bow (around the pitch 
axis).  Again, smooth rather than aggressive application is 
recommended to prevent pitch down of the bow. Trim may 

also be used in the pitch axis to keep the bow up to avoid 
taking seas over the bow if the water is rough. Naturally 
you would use the "Bow Up" control to do this. 

 I mentioned that trim tabs have little effect in the yaw 
axis, but they do have some. I’m sure you can readily 
understand that if you have only one of the tabs hanging 
out, besides lifting that side of the boat it will also cause a 
certain amount of drag. This will have the effect of slow-
ing that side of the boat causing the bow to rotate about 
the yaw axis and turning the boat to that side. The rudder 
or out-drive are usually adjusted slightly to compensate. 

 Using trim tabs is much like riding a bicycle. You learn 
to do it by feel. Your knot meter will tell you when you 
have trimmed for best speed at any throttle setting and 
your common sense will help you adjust trim to sea condi-
tions and weight distribution. I am positive that in gaining 
experience you will soon amaze your friends with your 
skills in boat handling and trim. 
 
“There is nothing like lying flat on your back on the deck, 
alone except for the helmsman aft at the wheel, silence 
except for the lapping of the sea against the side of the 
ship. At that time you can be equal to Ulysses and brother 
to him.”                                                             - Errol Flynn 

Trim Tabs - An Explanation 
 

Reprinted from: BoatSafe.com, by Capt. Pat 
 

 Trim tabs work exactly the same way as the control 
surfaces on an airplane. As you know, there are three 
axes affecting the motion of your boat as you travel 
through the water: Yaw, Pitch and Roll. 

Trim tabs have little effect on the yaw axis, because yaw 
is controlled by the rudder or the side to side movement 
of the outdrive. Where they are effective is in the roll 
axis, to eliminate or reduce listing or heeling, especially if 
your boat has a deep "V" hull, and in the pitch axis, to 
raise or lower your bow. 

 The port and starboard trim tabs act independently. It 
is a simple thing to adjust them to lift the down side of the 
boat and compensate for the three or four hundred kilos 
of weight caused by your passengers all wanting to be on 
the same side. To do this, lower the down side tab. The 
water pressing against the tab as you move will lift that 
side of the boat (around the roll axis) and eliminate your 
list. As your passengers move about, you can continue to  
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events    

 

2011-2012 Bridge Officers 
 
   Commander     Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mark Presson, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    P/C Art Aikin, N 

      

7 February      General Meeting 
       George’s Steak House, Suffolk 
 

27 February   Bridge Meeting 
       Fisher Home, 
       Cherry  Grove Rd., Suffolk, VA 
 

10 March    Change of Watch 
       Cedar Point Country Club, Suffolk 
 

30 March-1 April D5 Spring Conference 
       Ocean City, MD 


