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Cdr Mark Presson, P 

This week our squadron will launch a southbound 

cruise. There has been a lot of excitement for this 

longer cruise.  I hope there is good participation and 

good weather for this adventure.  We will be waiting 

to hear the details.   

All of a sudden it is summer and it is HOT!  June 
went out with a bang and the first day of July re-
minded us all of how heat and humidity make a fierce 
pair.  Cool off with a dunk in a pool, frosty beverage, 
or quick evening boat ride.  Be sure to spend a few 
extra minutes reviewing your provisions before you 
leave dock.  You want to be sure to have extra water 
and recently purchased sunscreen to ensure your 
comfort.  These few extra minutes can make a differ-
ence in you and your guests’ enjoyment and safety. 

Thank you for the great turnout at the Com-
mander’s Reception.  Jennifer and I certainly appre-
ciate Pop and Bettie Sue’s help with the cooking and 
hosting.  We had plenty of fun, fellowship, and of 
course enough BBQ to feed the masses.  It was 
great to see past Commander Mary on the mend and 
out and about enjoying herself.  Current members, 
family members, friends, prospective members as 
well as members from a neighboring squadron en-
joyed mingling and trading boating stories.  The time 
we spend together makes our squadron stronger.   

 

At our last General Meeting, our Commander installed our 
two newest NRPS members who took their oaths 
proudly—Chris Jones (left) and Thomas Hines (right) 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

 Education continues to be an important part of the life 
of the Nansemond River Power Squadron. We’ve recently 
conducted an ABC3 Safe Boating Class at the 
Chuckatuck Volunteer Fire House. Thanks to Lt Lanny 
Horn P, Lt Gene Monroe AP, Lt Grace Brown and P/C 
Lilly Stone JN for supporting this program. We will be 
waiting until early next year to provide our next class 
 The Engine Maintenance Class (7 members strong) 
completed the course work and will be taking the test on 9 
July. 
 Our next program will be the VHF & VHF/DSC Marine 
Radio seminar. It will be held on Sunday 22 July at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 2730 Bridge Road, Suffolk (Rt 17, be-
side Sturtevant Funeral Home). Safety Officer Lt Gene 
Monroe AP will be teaching this. An email will be send to 
the membership and you can sign up online at our web-
site under Event Calendar. Cost will be $25 for materials 
and a VHF simulator for your computer. 
 Our Fall class schedule includes the Marine Electrical 
Class, taught by P/C Donnie Weaver AP. This will start as 
soon as his schedule permits. Also, we will have an In-
structor Development Class to permit us to get more Safe 
Boating Instructors accredited. 
 Plan on taking some classes – whether the Advanced 
Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour seminars are en-
joyable (and there is NO TEST). Look in this issue for the 
article on what seminars are available with a small de-
scription of each. Have an idea for a class? Let me know. 
Call 757-357-5705 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012 
 

 VHF & VHF/DSC Seminar 
 Sunday 22 July, 1400 - 1600 
 Faith Lutheran Church, 2730 Bridge Rd 
  (Rt 17), Suffolk 
 Instructor: Lt Gene Monroe AP Cost: $25.00 
 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
 After 15 September 
 Meeting place TBA 
 Instructor: P/C Donnie Weaver AP 
 Cost $40.00 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 
 Location TBA 
 Dates TBA. Cost $25.00 
 

EO Report Continued on Page 6 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
 

  
USPS District 5 events 

D5 District Cruise 
 When:  20-26 July 
 Location: Baltimore Marriott Waterfront/Harbor  
     East Marina  
     700 Aliceanna Street 
     Baltimore, Maryland  21202 
 Contact: Sherran Thomas, P  240-274-0778  
    SherranThomas@verizon.net 

D5 Summer Council & Rendezvous 
 When:  27-29 July 
 Location: Baltimore Marriott Waterfront/Harbor  
     East Marina 
     700 Aliceanna Street 
     Baltimore, Maryland  21202  
 Contact: 410-625-1700, 1-800-228-9290 
 Website: www.HarbourEastMarina.com 

 
 Here are some upcoming events in the Hampton 

Roads area that you might be interested in: 
 

In the Trenches Tour 
 Join a small inside and up-close group tour of the Lost 
1607 James Fort led by Dr. William Kelso, Director of the 
Jamestown Rediscovery Archaeological Project since 
1994. Your reserved place in this special group allows you 
to come under the ropes to walk the surface of the ground 
once trod by Captain John Smith, Pocahontas and Queen 
Elizabeth II -- now the very soil being dug by Historic 
Jamestowne archaeologists. You share the once in a life-
time "moment of discovery" as a part of America's birth-
place sees the first light of day in over 400 years. 
. 

EXO Report Cont’d. on Page 7 
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     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
       Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
 

 

BOATING: A TRADITION WITH RULES 
 

Published by the Marketing/ PR Committee 
United States Power Squadrons® 

Contact Greg Scotten, gscotten@comcast.net  
 

Pleasure boating has existed since the dawn of civili-
zation. One of the earliest forms of human transportation 
and enjoyment involved jumping on a floating piece of 
wood and moving it through the water. This activity flour-
ished, improved, and developed its own traditions. Be-
cause waterways lacked traffic lights, yield signs, and 
directional signals, courteous practices developed into 
regulations to enable vessels to proceed safely through 
traffic. 

Unfortunately, fewer than 5% of today’s boaters have 
ever had instruction in safe vessel operation. And these 
people who are often operating water vehicles far more 
lethal than their automobiles. This might explain why so 
many of them cross our bows from an illegal direction or 
giving us strange looks when we provide  a sound signal 
indicating how we intend to pass them. These people are 
not only ignoring safety, but are missing out on an under-
standing of the rich traditions of the sea. 

Over the years, I have gathered stories to help others 
learn the rules of the nautical “road.” One old tale reports 
that in the early days the steering of vessels was 
achieved by attaching boards to one side and moving the 
board laterally in the water. Because people tended to be 
right handed, the right side of the boat became the steer-
ing side and became known as the “steer-board side.” 
Today it is called the “starboard.” These “steer-boards” 
could not be moved laterally when a boat was tight 
against a dock, so the left side was brought to the dock or 
“port” and became called the “port side.” 

These practices had implications for safe navigation. 
With the “steer-board station” on the right side of the ves-
sel, the operator could not see the boats that were ap-
proaching on the left. His vision was blocked by sails, 
crewmen, or piles of cargo. So it became the practice for 
boats to “give way” to any vessel that was approaching 
on its right side. This became one of the basic founda-
tions of marine law. 

Successful pleasure boating involves learning about 
safe boating practices, laws and traditions. These include 
outfitting every boat with effective sound producing de-
vices, proper night time navigation lights, life vests, and 
fire extinguishers. Boaters increase confidence by having 
their vessels inspected regularly by members the United 
States Power Squadrons. 
This is a confidential, non-
punitive, free service involv-
ing a check list of the safety 
equipment required by the 
United States Coast Guard. 
Boaters should also continu-
ally seek to increase their 
boating information and to 
engage in boating  
 

Cont’d. on Page 7 

It is finally summer!  How about that HEAT!!  I have to 

say that it is my fault because in the winter when it is 30 

degrees outside, I pray for 95 degree weather.  Who says 

God doesn’t answer prayers!  Well we should be gearing 

up for our July Cruise but unfortunately it has been can-

celed due to lack of participation.  In lieu of a July Cruise 

we will be having a Day Tripper to Bennett’s Creek Marina 

& Restaurant on 29 July at 1300 (aka 1:00pm).  

For those of you who are new members or those of 

you with failing memories, I will explain a Day Tripper.  A 

Day Tripper is an opportunity for us to join together as a 

squadron at a restaurant and enjoy good food and good 

conversation without having a meeting to get in the way.  

Bennett’s Creek Marina & Restaurant is on beautiful (but 

shallow in spots) Bennett’s Creek so you can arrive by 

Yacht (in our case aka small boat) or Land Yacht (aka 

car).  Please call or email me for a reservation or you can 

sign up at our next general meeting.  Our next general 

meeting will be 10 July at George’s Steakhouse.  The so-

cial starts at 1830 (6:30pm) and the meeting starts at 1900 

(7:00pm).  Hope to see you soon! 

mailto:gscotten@comcast.net
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The Commander’s Reception… 
 

A True Southern Country Pig 
Pickin’  

The food was 
spectacular as 
only a true pig 
pickin’ (complete 
with hog’s head 
as displayed 
here by Com-
mander Mark) 
and the fellow-
ship enjoyed by 
many, many 

(what 
seemed 
like hun-
dreds!) on 
a sultry 
summer 
day! What 
more 
could any-

one ask for, when 
the Nansemond 
River Power 
Squadron gathered 
on 23 June at Gene 
Presson’s “spread” 
for our annual 
Commander’s Re-
ception! 

Conversation and beer flowed 
freely as members and their 
families and guests gathered         
on the lawn under the blessed 

shade trees. Special 
thanks to Jennifer and 
Mark Presson and to 
Gene Presson and 
Betty Sue Burris for a 
tremendous job (and 
thanks to Gene for our 
tasty “goody bags”!) 
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THE GREEN FLASH: FACT OR FICTION 
 

Lt. Bill Hempel 
Senior Feature Writer 

Marketing/Public relations Committee 
United States Power Squadrons® 

 

Many a boater has sat at anchor waiting for the sun to 
set and watching for the illusive “green flash.” After many 
sunsets with no flash, most assume the green flash is a 
wives tail and cease looking. Recently my wife and I were 
off Florida’s Fort Myers Beach and had the thrill of a life 
time as the flash appeared and in fact momentarily left a 
green haze crowning the sun as it disappeared below the 
horizon. So yes fellow boaters, there is a green flash! 

Sunlight is composed of all colors of the spectrum, 
each having a different wave length. The differing wave 
lengths then result in a differing rate of dispersion, as the 
colors are scattered across the sky and disappear. At sun-
set, the blue/violet colors end the spectrum and are the 
first to disappear. That is why sunsets normally lack any 
blue tones. The red end of the spectrum is refracted the 

easiest and is the last to dissipate as the red then disap-
pears with the sun as it drops below the horizon. With the 
blue tones dispersed and the red tones sinking with the 
sun, all which is left is the green.   

So how come we don’t always see a green flash? 
Well, the earth’s atmosphere is not a constant. Varying 
sun spot activity and moisture content (think rainbow) cre-
ate a variety of conditions, all of which can affect the rate 
of color dispersion at sunset and dictate what we see as 
the sun disappears below the horizon.  

In looking for the green flash, take care to protect your 
eyes. It can be very harmful to look directly at the sun. I 
like to watch the sun sink via its reflection from a hard sur-
face and only turn to view it direct as it reaches its low 
point to the horizon. Of course I am also wearing a strong 
UV rated pair of sun glasses. Even that small final cres-
cent peeking over the horizon can hurt your eyes. 

So don’t give up, the green flash does exist, and you 
may yet have a chance to witness this phenomenon. Lots 
of sunsets and patience may one day reward you with 
membership in that exclusive club of sailors that have wit-
nessed this beautiful phenomenon.  

My wife and I still talk about how gorgeous the sunset 
was that day off Fort Myers Beach when we witnessed the 
green flash. Boating can not only be fun, but it can also 
allow you to join an audience watching a miraculous dis-
play of the wonders of nature.  

To learn more about boating enjoyment, contact the 
boating experts of the United States Power Squadrons®. 
Look for their local notices or go to the national website at 
www.USPS.org.  

As its members tell us: ““Boating is fun…We’ll show 

you how.” 
 

Truly Tasteless Jokes from the Internet… 
 

An elderly couple was on a cruise and it was really 

stormy. They were standing on the back of the boat watch-

ing the moon when a wave came up and washed the old 

woman overboard. They searched for days and couldn't 

find her so the captain sent the old man back to shore with 

the promise that he would notify him as soon as they 

found something. Three weeks went by and finally the old 

man received a fax from the boat. It read: Sir, sorry to in-

form you, we found your wife dead at the bottom of the 

ocean. We hauled her up to the deck 

and attached to a private part was an 

oyster and inside it was a pearl worth 

$50,000...please advise. The old man 

faxed back: 'Send me the pearl and re

-bait the trap.' 
 

 An old sea captain was sitting on a 
bench near the wharf when a young man walked up and 
sat down. The young man had spiked hair and each spike 
was a different color.... green, red, orange, blue, and yel-
low.  After a while the young man noticed that the captain 
was staring at him. 
"What's the matter old timer, never done anything wild in 
your life? 
The old captain replied, "Got drunk once and married a 
parrot. I was just wondering if you were my son!" 

http://www.USPS.org
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Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

chart in case you lose your electronics you’ll need to know 
about where you are, keeping the music and/or television 
volume down to a level that does not interfere with your 
ability to hear other boats, people in the water, or even just 
a different sound from your engine(s) that may indicate an 
engine problem is about to occur. 
Anybody can make a mistake on the water while under-
way, but knowing ways to avoid common errors through 
being proactive is a direct result of our USPS education.  
This month is when we celebrate the fourth of July!  This 
means fireworks and night-time boating to watch the fire-
works; to commemorate this year’s freedom month we will 
have a two hour seminar on fire extinguisher use and 
safety, which will result in an official USPS certification 
that will be signed off on by the Suffolk Fire Department.  
Boat for fun, boat safe, and be sure to avoid anything that 

may hinder the joys of life.  As our commander said, this 

year is all about family and friends, so let’s all be safe and 

safely boat. 

Night-Time Navigation and USPS Educa-
tional Classes Safe Boating After Dark 

 
Things look different on the water at night than they 

do during the daylight hours.  It is easy to get lost, and the 
chance of having an accident increases.  One of the many 
advantages of membership in the USPS is having access 
to training courses such as the Piloting and Navigation 
curriculums; from knowing how to use your boat’s elec-
tronic equipment to knowing how to locate yourself on a 
chart using hand-held instruments such as a compass, 
dividers, and/or a Sextant.  Regardless of what happens 
on the water that may put you in a potentially hazardous 
situation, doesn’t change the fact that your job as Captain 
of your vessel is to first maintain the safety of your pas-
sengers.   

Tasks you should do ahead of time include, checking 
the weather forecast, determine the moon phase and the 
amount of cloud cover that may hinder your vision, chart 
your course and determine whether the MLLW depths 
could be a concern, file a float plan with someone you 
trust to check on you if you haven’t called them by your 
designated return time, check your navigation/anchor 
lights and be sure to use them while underway.  Being 
underway is defined by the moment you untie from the 
dock, whether you push-off or float dockside, if your dock-
line is not hitched – you are underway.   
Tasks to perform while underway include proper use of 

navigation lights, keeping helm lights and flashlights off 

and out of your eyes such that your ability to see the water 

(and anything that might be in the water) are not ham-

pered, periodically mark your GPS location on your paper- 

EO Report, Cont’d. from Pg. 2 
 

 

INSTRUCTOR RECERTIFICATION 
 At convenience of instructors and SEO 
 Cost: None 
 
FIRE EXTINQUISHER CERTIFICATION 
 Saturday 25 August, 1000-1300 
 Includes lunch cookout 
 Instructors: Suffolk Fire Department 
 (This is satisfy one of the requirements for the  
 BOC program for those interested!) 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 
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EXO Report, Cont’d from Pg 2 
 

In the Trenches Tours are conducted at 10:00 am, typi-
cally on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, April -October 
Tour members must purchase a tour ticket online in ad-
vance or in the museum store by 9:30 a.m. on the day of 
the tour.  Tour members must dress according to weather 
predictions. Reservations and tickets are valid only on the 
date specified. There will be no refunds unless the tour is 
canceled by Preservation Virginia. 
 

When:   Tue. 7/17 : 10a.m. ; Tue. 9/4 : 10a.m. ; 
Tue. 9/18 : 10a.m. ; Tue. 10/2 : 10a.m. ; 
Tue. 10/16 : 10a.m. 

Location: Historic Jamestowne  
1368 Colonial Pkwy. 
Jamestown, VA 23081 

     Contact: 229-4997      *      Price: $30 
 

Nauticus Whaleboat Tours  
Enjoy a narrated tour of the Battleship Wisconsin 

from a seat inside a restored, Coast Guard-approved, 26-

foot, vintage Navy whale boat that served with the ship 

during the Persian Gulf War. You'll see and learn fun and 

interesting facts about the Battleship Wisconsin and her 

home port of Norfolk as the tour boat travels the length of 

the ship—just inches away from her massive guns and 

battle-tested iron hull! Tours for up to 12 at a time will de-

part from the Nauticus marina Thursday through Sunday 

beginning April 26. Times will vary. The tours are $7 with 

Nauticus admission and are weather-dependant. 

When: Thurs through Suns starting April 26
th
 

Venue: One Waterside Drive, Norfolk, Virginia  23510 

Contact: 664-1000 
 

N-75 Walking Tour 
Visit one of the Cold War’s few surviving Army Air-

Defense Posts.  
When:   Sat. 7/21: 2 pm;  Sat. 8/18:  2pm;  Sat. 

9/22:  2pm;  Sat. 10/20:  2pm;  Sat. 
11/17:  2pm 

Location: Carrollton Nike Park  
13036 Nike Park Road 
Carrollton, VA  23314 

Contact: 357-2291 
Website:  http://www.historicisleofwight.com/ 
 

2012 Suffolk TGIF Summer Concert Series 
Friday nights of free family fun at the Wharf! Popular 

bands play under the stars. Concessions will be available. 
The bands are as follows;  July 13th The Rotations and 
July 20th B2B. 
When:  Fri. 7/13:  6-9pm;  Fri. 7/20:  6-9pm 
Location: Constant’s Wharf Park and Marina   
    110 E. Constance Road 
    Suffolk, VA  23434 
Contact: 514-7267 
Website:  www.suffolkva.us/parks/events/index.html 

NRPS Participates in VDOT’s 

Annual Safety Day 
 

 The Virginia Department of Transportation’s Hampton 

Roads District presented their Annual Safety Day on 21 

June 2012.  We were proud to sponsor an information ta-

ble concerning boating safety.  We also had a boat on site, 

looking impressive next to the HUGE hook and ladder fire 

truck. Lt Lanny Horn P, Lt/C Frank Brown AP and Gene 

Presson (pictured below) were on duty at 1100, staying 

until the heat won the battle. We plan to continue to par-

ticipate in this annual event, a great opportunity to serve 

our community and present boating safety education.  

Boating-A Tradition...Cont’d. from Pg. 3 
 

education. Those who have done these things have 
proven to be safer boaters and have been rewarded with 
preferential treatment by insurance companies.  

The oldest boating education organization is the 
United States Power Squadrons which is about to cele-
brate it one hundredth anniversary year. Contact them at 
www.USPS.org  or contact your local squadron. As its 
members remind us: “Boating is fun…We’ll show you 
how!” 

Passion for Paws 
Family and dog friendly outdoor picnic and wine tast-

ing to benefit Suffolk Humane. Featuring pet contests, chil-
dren's activities, a silent auction, wine auction and more.  
When:  Sat. 7/14:  11am – 3pm 
Location: River Stone Chophouse  
    8032 Harbour View Blvd. 
    Suffolk, VA  23435 
Contact: 583-3030 
Price:  $15-25 
Website:  http://www.riverstonechophouse.com/ 
 

That’s all I have for this month. 

See you all at the dock! 

http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=1345
http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=1345
http://www.suffolkva.us/parks/events/index.html
http://www.USPS.org
http://www.riverstonechophouse.com/
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander     Cdr Mark Presson, P 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Matt Schultz, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Janet Horn, P 
   Safety Officer    Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

        

10 July  1900  General Meeting 
       George’s Steakhouse 
       Suffolk, VA 
 

29 July  1300   Day Tripper 
       Bennett’s Creek Restaurant and Marina 
       Rt. 17/Bridge Rd., Suffolk VA 
 

20-29 July    D5 District Cruise/Summer Council &  
       Rendezvous 
       Harbor East Marina/Marriott Waterfront 
       Inner Harbor-Baltimore, MD 


