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Cdr Mary Fisher, AP

When my year as Commander began back in March
2011 I didn’t realize how fast the year would go. It seems
like we just got started and yet the year is gone.
NRPS is a non profit, educational organization dedicated to making boating safer and more enjoyable by
teaching classes in seamanship and navigation, by performing vessel safety checks for local boaters, by raising
awareness of the risks on the water. Fancy words but
true all the same. For the past year I have had the honor
of helping lead NRPS as we went about our mission of
making the local waters safer.
I have enjoyed working with everyone and appreciate
everyone’s help and assistance. NRPS achieved great
things over the past year while having fun as we worked.
Some of the milestones achieved:
*had close to 50 members of the public take either the
ABC/Virginia State Class and pass the test
*a new NRPS record was set for the number of vessel
safety checks performed
*35 members took and passed a variety of classes Seamanship, Weather, Sailing, and AP. We even
had 6 people take a seminar on Knots.
*6 of our members reached “Educational Proficiency”.
*had one of the best auctions in terms of money
raised.
*One of NRPS poster contest winners won the district
award and was pushed up to National
*Signed up 9 new members with 3 wanting to convert
from single member to family membership.
These milestones were not achieved in a vacuum.
Thanks to you as active members, willing to give your time

WWW.NRPOWERSQUADRON.COM

and energy, Nansemond is making great strides and is an
example to all squadrons on how to get the job done while
having a great time at it. So thank you to my bridge – you
gave your time willingly and did whatever it took to get the
job done. Thank you members – you came to the meetings and dealt with “less than ideal conditions” as we
worked to find a new meeting spot. Thank you to those
who assisted with the various events and just jumped in
where needed, to those who participated in the boating
weekends. You made it easy for me.
So while I enjoyed this past year, I will happily pass on
the “gavel” to Lt/C Mark Presson, P and gladly take on the
title of P/C Fisher. I leave you in good hands as Mark and
his bridge take us through 2012 and into 2013.

(Reprinted from the American Boating Association website)
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Officer’s Report

Executive
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Frank Brown, AP

Lt/C Mark Presson, P
Come on out of your winter hibernation and enjoy these
seasonal events.
2-31 March: Victory Rover Naval Base Cruise The
Victory Rover offers two hour narrated naval base cruises
daily from Nauticus, home of the Battleship Wisconsin.
The professional captains provide a fascinating and entertaining commentary as you cruise the smooth waters
of the Elizabeth River and Hampton Roads Harbor. Thrill
to the sight of Aircraft Carriers, Nuclear Submarines,
Guided Missile Cruisers, and all of the other ships that
form the world's most powerful Armada. On board,
guests will enjoy plenty of comfortable seating, clean
restrooms, air-conditioned enclosed deck, open air upper
deck, snack bar and souvenir shop. The season opens
in March and the cruise is daily at 1400 every day except
Monday and at 0930 on 31 March. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $10 for children and can be purchased at the
ticket window at Nauticus. Combo tickets which include
admission to Nauticus are also available.
9 March-11 March: Mid-Atlantic Home and Garden
Show Tidewater Builders Association sponsors this annual spring event. Numerous vendors for the home and
garden are on site at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. It’s a super way to break cabin fever. Friday 1000 to
2100, Saturday 1000 to 2100, and Sunday 1000 to 1800.
Admission is $10.
15 March: Back Bay Forum The Back Bay Forum is an
opportunity to hear local and regional experts on issues
relevant to Back Bay and its watershed. The $15 registration fee ($5 with valid Student ID) includes lunch and refreshments. The Forum is held at TCC's Advanced Technology Center, 1800 College Crescent, Virginia Beach
from 800-1600. Contact 619-6429 or see www.bbrf.org
for additional details.
17 March-24 March: Suffolk Restaurant Week Suffolk
Restaurant Week is a culinary showcase featuring the
dynamic, chef-owned and operated eateries throughout
Suffolk. No coupons or vouchers needed - just a simple
three-course, fixed price menu! Deluxe Lunch and Dinner: $10/$20 or Premier Lunch and Dinner $15/$30. Discover the true flavor of Suffolk!
“It's easier in some ways being on the life raft and the
other guy's in the boat and you can row alongside and be
supportive. In some ways, that's an easier role.”

This has been an exciting year in Education for the
NRPS. Folks join our squadron for boating and education
and we meet the challenge in both areas. Currently we
have an Advanced Piloting Class in Suffolk. After that
class, we will have Engine Maintenance. We hope to have
a seminar or two also during the Spring/Summer timeframe.
Our Boat Virginia Safety class was a major success. 23
students and 21 have passed the program, with the other
two testing soon. We are providing an ABC3 Safe Boating Class for our friends at Warwick Yacht Club, home of
our three newest members. 10 and 17 March are the
dates and 19 have already signed up. We hope to offer
one more USPS ABC3 Safe Boating Class after this.
In conjunction with the Safe Boating Class, 3 of our
members are volunteering to help teach these classes.
Gene Monroe, Lanny Horn and Grace Brown will be taking the state-mandated class in March and will have their
"hands-on" presentations during the Warwick Class. Then
they have to take the Instructor Development class and
VOILA, three more excellent instructors for our safe boating program.
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178 or
e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com.

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012
ADVANCED PILOTING
Began 17 Jan 2012
Instructor: P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP
ABC3 SAFE BOATING CLASS
Instructors: Frank & Grace Brown, P/C Lin Hanbury, AP, Monroe, P/C Ron Murphy, AP and P/C
Bonnie Brown-Murphy, AP, B Eure, Lanny Horn, P/C
Lilly Stone, JN
Dates 10, 17 March 2012
Location: Warwick Yacht Club, Newport News
Cost: $30 (Mostly for WYC members, few slots
available for NRPS folks)
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone
Dates TBA Location: TBD
Cost $25.00
ENGINE MAINTENANCE
Instructors, Dates and Location: TBD

Kyra Sedgwick
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Administrative
Officer’s Report

VSC ACTIVITIES COMING
As if we weren’t on a roll after having 215 Vessel Safety
Checks (VSC) in 2011, we have two opportunities coming
up to keep the ball rolling.
First, we have set up two VSC days at Ocean Marine in

Lt/C Matt Schulze, P

The Change of Watch (COW) dinner is slated for 10
March, at Cedar Point Country Club in Suffolk.

If you signed up, please make sure you have sent in
your check to Gail. The 2011 boating season is over and
the boats are put up for the winter. Even so, this winter
has been a mild one so maybe some of you have had occasion to take advantage of some of the warmer days and
headed out on the water. Spring is just around the corner
and so is the annual spring boat cleaning and To Do list. I
have been trying to shorten my To Do list on some of
these warm weekends we’ve had which has met with
mixed success.
The 2011 season went by quickly for me. I think that
some of it had to do with keeping up on the Administrative
Officer duties. I’m very confident that the incoming Admin
Officer will do a superb job for the 2012 season. I’d like to
thank all those who volunteered to be ODs and co-ODs
last season, and to all who participated in the events and
cruises. You all made my job a lot easier. I’d especially
like to thank Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP and Lt/C Jennifer
Presson, P for all their efforts that made my life easier and
made the season a success. The cruise schedule for the
2012 season is being finalized, so be on the lookout for
this at the next general meeting
As always, don’t forget to check the website frequently as details about events are updated regularly. I’m
looking forward to a great and safe year of boating fun and
I hope to see you all at the dock!

Portsmouth, home of Lanny Horn P, Janet Horn P, Susan
Faurot S and P/C Bob Eure AP. 18 March and 25 March,
from 1400 to 1800 hrs are the times set. We’ve put flyers
on site and the boaters interested in signing up will be
contacting either Lanny or Lt/C Frank Brown, AP. Last
year 8 boats were done by just one person there with NO
advertising. If you can help, let us know.
Second, Kevin Whitehurst, Suffolk Park Ranger, contacted P/C Donnie Weaver, AP about the upcoming Family Fun & Bike Fest and wondered if we would be interested in performing Vessel Safety Checks during that
time. It will be at Bennett's Creek Park, 28 April from

1100-1400 hrs. Future Commander, Mark Presson said
he was good with it so Donnie told Kevin O.K. Kevin said
a tent will be provided if needed. There will be venders
there for food, but the suggestion is to have our annual
VSC picnic at the same time. Also, Donnie recommended starting the VSCs early (0800 or 0900) since
that's when most fishermen would be launching. I'm sure
this will be discussed at a future meeting, but at least we
now have a "heads up".
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Nansemond River Power Squadron Goes to (and
with!) the Dogs When it Comes to Cruises...
There are MANY MORE dogs of our squadron than just pictured here...so we will do this again soon! But here

Little Abby and big Duke, who proudly belong to Lanny &
Janet Horn.

The Wallace dogs, appropriately enough
named MacTavish and Stewart.

Susan Sanders’ sweet pooch dog is Ginger.

Lovely family portrait of Doug & Julie
Fisher and their Duke.
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Meet the “NRPSquadron Dogs”, Man’s (&
Woman’s!) Best Friends
Lacey, a
familiar
sight
whenever
Matt &
Kim
Schultz
travel by
boat.

Ellie
Mae, the
basset is
the newest addition to
the
Weaver
clan,
along
with
Cletis

Frank & Grace Brown on deck
(or on dock!) with Sir Darcy.

One of the 2 Presson pooches, this familiar furry friend is
Brownie.
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One of Susan Faurot’s friendly pups, this
sweetheart is Spice.
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and you need to check thoroughly, including removing the
battery from the battery box and checking for leaks or excessive signs of heat. If I had waited just a little longer,
there is a good chance that the battery in my vessel could
have exploded. Not a good thing, especially when no one
is around on a regular basis since the boat is in storage.
Well, I hope everyone has a safe and fun filled boating
season this year, and I look forward to seeing you all on
the water.

Safety Officer’s
Report
P/C Art Aikin, N
A Few Things Old and New
Well this will be my last safety report, at least for
awhile. After doing this for two out of the last three years, I
am out of ideas and it is time for someone else to bring a
different approach and fresh thinking to this column. I did
want to remind you all about some of the things I have
covered in the past. First, if you still do not have a radio on
your vessel equipped with DSC, please make it a priority
for this year. That along with your MMSI number will make
it a whole lot faster and easier for the Coast Guard and
others to find you in the event of an emergency. After all,
is your life and those of your crew not worth $250? Along
that same line, I recently read an article about new life
jackets equipped with their own locater system and transmitter. Developed by Patrin (Finnish company) and the
European Space Agency, they have a small patch about
the size of a reflector that houses a small transmitter and
an antenna that are activated when you hit the water. The
system communicates with e SARSAT Global search and
rescue system. They should be available from marine
stores like West Marine by midsummer. Paired with a
PLB, the Coast Guard would know your location and how
many people were in the water without you even having to
send them a message. Pretty neat.
Second, I wanted to pass along an experience I recently and with my batteries. We have discussed battery
care and handling in several articles, but this was a new
one for me. I had been having some strange electrical issues on the boat with one of my 12V systems. Lights going dim, water pump running
funny, etc. I checked the battery for charge and even had
one of my mechanic friends
take a look earlier this summer and everything seemed
fine. Just before Christmas I
went to start the engines to
warm them up, and the Starboard unit would not turn
over. The ignition alarm
would sound, but no cranking. The Port system was normal. I called the mechanic
and he checked the battery and at first thought it was fine,
but then he turned off the charger and it quickly became
obvious that the battery was not holding a charge and
needed to be changed. When we went to remove it, we
discovered that it had swelled up on one side and that
there was some fluid leaking out. This was a real surprise
because I use solid Gel type batteries, so there should
never be any liquid present outside of the case. The lesson is that when something seems wrong, it probably is
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Navigating Bridges
Reprinted From www.BoatSafe.com
Traveling the inland waterways can be a pleasant experience but can also bring some special challenges especially for larger boats and sailboats. Dealing with draw
bridges takes some knowledge of how the system works
and knowing what you are looking for, especially at night.
Nautical charts only tell you that there is a bridge and
what the horizontal clearance (width) and vertical clearance (height) are. The vertical clearance is the one you
are probably going to be most concerned with, i.e. will you
fit under the bridge or will you have to open it?
You should consult your chart for the note on heights;
most will show minimum vertical clearance at mean high
water. That means if you are at the bridge at any time
other than high tide, you should have more clearance than
shown. (You'll be able to tell exactly when you get there.)
You should, prior to planning a trip, consult the Coast Pilot
or Cruising Guides for the area you will be traveling and
make notes in your trip log concerning bridges including
the name of the bridge, hours of operation, recommended
method of contact,
etc.
As you approach a bridge
there are several
thing that you
should look for.
You should check
the right side of
the bridge opening
for the "clearance board". This will give you the minimum
clearance, in feet, from the water level to the bridge structure. This will determine whether you can clear the bridge
or will need to have it open. Speaking of opening a bridge,
you should know the vertical height of your boat prior to
getting to the bridge. Do not cause unnecessary openings,
it is illegal!
According to U.S. Coast Guard regulations, you may
be subject to both criminal and civil penalties for causing
an unnecessary bridge opening because of "any nonstructural vessel appurtenance which is not essential to navigation or which is easily lowered." In other words, if the only
thing making you open the bridge is your VHF antenna or
outriggers, take them down. These same regulations also
provide penalties for any bridge tender who "unnecessarily
delays the opening of a drawbridge after the required signal has been given."
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BoatUS: Navigation System Concerns Still an Issue with Latest Move
by LightSquared
FCC Extends Public Comment Period Through March 16
NEWS from BoatUS
Boat Owners Association of The United States
ALEXANDRIA, Va., 1 March 2012 – Just a few days
ago, Boat Owners Association of The United States
(BoatUS) cautioned that America’s boaters weren't out of
the woods just yet with the possibility of the country’s sole
electronic navigation system failing as the result of radio
signal interference issues from a newly proposed cellular
broadband network. Yesterday, the FCC green-lighted an
extension of the public comment period to the network’s
proposed builder, LightSquared, to allow comments
through March 16. BoatUS continues to urge boaters and
all users of GPS to submit comments to the FCC to ensure the nation’s system of global positioning devices
keeps Americans safely on course.
“At every turn LightSquared has proven its resiliency to
delay the inevitable,” said BoatUS President Margaret
Podlich. “This latest move is no surprise, and we hope the
additional two weeks gives GPS users the chance to have
their voice heard,” added Podlich.
Last summer, over 18,000 boaters, along with many
other GPS users, wrote the FCC asking the guardian of
the nation’s airwaves to stop plans by LightSquared until
independent tests proved there would be no interference
with GPS devices which operate on nearby frequencies.
LightSquared originally asked the FCC for permission to
build 40,000 network ground stations across the country.
Recent government reports concluded interference issues
with the GPS system could not be overcome.
Here is how to file comments to the FCC through their
online comment form:
1. Click on this link for the FCC’s Electronic Comments
Filing System: http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/hotdocket/list
2. Select “Proceeding Number 11-109.”
3. Enter contact information.
4. In the box that says “Type in or paste your brief

Photo Caption: A reliable GPS system is critical for safe
navigation, says BoatUS.
comments,” here are some important points to select
from:
·
Explain how you use GPS in your life – on the water,
on land or in the air.
·
What would happen to your business/personal
life if GPS became unavailable or unreliable?
·
Wireless broadband service is important, but it
should not come at the expense of GPS.
·
All the studies show that LightSquared’s proposed network would cause interference and that there
are no remedies
·
Tell the FCC that you rely on them to protect
the integrity of the GPS signal and that you support their
recommendation to stop LightSquared’s current proposal.
5. Click “Continue.”
6. If the review page is correct, click “Confirm.” Done!
If you have any trouble, you may contact the FCC
ECFS Helpdesk at 202-418-0193 or email at
ecfshelp@fcc.gov.

Our Nansemond River Power Squadron New Bridge for 2012-2013

Commander
Mark
Presson, P

March 2011

Executive
Officer
Lt/C Matt
Schultz, P

Educational
Officer
Lt/C Frank
Brown, AP

Administrative
Officer
Lt/C Rana
Weaver, AP
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Secretary
Lt/C Jennifer
Presson, P

Treasurer
Lt/C Janet
Horn, P
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

10 March

Change of Watch
Cedar Point Country Club, Suffolk

TBD March

Bridge Meeting
Location TBD

30 March-1 April

D5 Spring Conference
Ocean City, MD

Publisher’s Statement

New 2012-2013 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Mark Presson, P
Lt/C Matt Schultz, P
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, P

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Mary Fisher, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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