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NMMA Distributes
Ethanol Warning Labels

Cdr Mark Presson, P

With the summer cruising season now behind us
it’s time to focus on the coming fall and winter season. For the adventurous soul, there is plenty of
great boating weather ahead. For the more conservative, it’s time to prepare the boat for the lay up for
winter.
For the first group, our area abounds with great
fall festivals and cruise opportunities. Can you say
oysters? There is no better feeling than being underway with the sun on your face while wearing a long
sleeve shirt. One of our favorite trips was a Thanksgiving weekend cruise up the Chickahominy River. A
good set of curtains goes a long way this time of
year. An added bonus is plenty of room at the marina.
For the conservative crowd, it is time to assess
the cruise season and make some lists. What needs
upgrading? What needs adjusting? How did last
year’s upgrades work out? It’s a good time to start
your letter to Santa! (I’ll be glad to put in a good
word for you.) Putting the boat to sleep is no small
task and will certainly keep you busy through the fall.
Between the delicious barbeque and new-found
treasures to bring home, I’m looking forward to the
NRPS’s annual auction. Thank you to Lt/C Rana
Weaver, AP for handling the details great and small,
and for P/C Larry Rountree, AP and P/C Norman
Fisher, AP for their auction skills.
I’ll see you there!

The National Marine Manufacturers Association
has begun distributing E15 warning labels to NMMA
member boat manufacturers across the country to
alert boaters to the potential dangers of high ethanol
fuel. The labels will help educate boaters not to use
E15 in their boats.
Despite numerous studies showing ethanol’s
hazards to marine engines, the Environmental Protection Agency recently approved a plan submitted to
allow E15 in the marketplace.
Ethanol blends above E10 can pose significant
problems, including performance issues such as
stalling, oil or fuel leaks caused by corrosion, increased emissions, and damaged valves, rubber fuel
lines and gaskets.
Check the fuels at your local gas pumps and use
only E10 or lower in your vessel. For a sticker you
can place by your gas cap as a reminder, contact Lt/
C Frank Brown AP. For more information regarding
E15, visit nmma.org.
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Educational
Officer’s Report

Executive
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Frank Brown, AP

Lt/C Matt Schulze, P

As I was updating the report I give to the Commander
for Merit Mark consideration, I continue to be impressed
on the number of folks who participate in our educational
program. Thanks to our instructors for taking the time to
prepare for each session of each class. Thanks to the
members who commit to the classes and come prepared
each week. Also, congratulations to the students who
have a very high level of achievement as we very rarely
have retests taken in NRPS.
Our next activity is Saturday, 13 October when we
have our first Fire Extinguisher Seminar. It will be
from1000 – 1200 hours at Suffolk Fire Station 6 on Kings
Fork Road, just off of Rt 10. Remember, if you wish to be
certified, you must bring an extinguisher to use to put out
the fire. All are welcome to come if you only want to watch
too! Thanks to the Suffolk Fire Department for working
with us on this class.
Due to some conflicts, I am planning to postpone the
Marine Electrical class until January – February timeframe. I will be contacting each member who has signed
up for the class as we get closer.
We want to hold a Seamanship class as soon as I can
line up instructors and a meeting place. This class is
about 6-7 weeks in length and is the first step in the advanced classes offered by USPS™. We have a number of
folks signed up so I hope to get this soon so we can continue into the Piloting and Advance Piloting class next
year.
Also in the Spring we plan to offer the Junior Navigator class (for all who have achieved AP). Look for information of this coming soon.
Plan on taking some classes – whether the Advanced
Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour seminars are enjoyable (and there is NO TEST). Look in this issue for the
article on what seminars are available with a small description of each. Have an idea for a class? Let me know.
Call 757-357-5705 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com.

Here are is an upcoming event in the Hampton
Roads area that you might be interested in:

N-75 Walking Tour
Visit one of the Cold War’s few surviving Army AirDefense Posts.
When:
20 Oct., 17 Nov. all at 1400
Location: Carrollton Nike Park
13036 Nike Park Road
Carrollton, VA 23314
Contact: 357-2291
Website:
http://www.historicisleofwight.com/

That’s all I have for this month.
See you all at the dock!

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012

Fire Extinguisher Seminar
Reprinted from: www.iboats.com

More True Nautical Terms
Wave – A unique feature of water that enables it to gain
entry into your boat.
Yacht – When discussing boats, if the other is determined
to be smaller than yours, it is then customary to refer to
yours as a yacht.
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Saturday 13 October, 1000 1200
Fire Station 6, Kings Fork Road,
(just off Rt 10), Suffolk
Instructor: Suffolk Fire Dept
Cost: One Fire Extinguisher

Page 2

SEO Report Continued on Page 3

October 2012

SEO Report, Cont’d from Pg. 2

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Marine Electrical
After 1 January 2013
Meeting place TBA
Instructor: P/C Donnie Weaver AP
Cost $40.00

Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP

Seamanship
The 2012 cruising season has come to an end but
this year’s fun is not over yet. We still have a fundraising
auction, November general meeting and Christmas party
to look forward to.
Our annual fundraising Auction which will be held on 20
October, 2012 at 1800. Lots of you already signed up for
this event but if you have not, there is still time. There is
also still time to donate items. Clean out your boat, attic,
garage, or house for the auction. Are there items on your
boat that you did not use this cruising season? You
should consider donating them to the auction. Remember
one man’s junk is another man’s treasure.
Hope to see you at the auction. It is guaranteed to be
a fun an exciting event!!

Nov/Dec 2012
Instructor: TBA

Meeting place TBA
Cost $40.00

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone
Location & Dates: TBA
Cost $25.00
Put education and fun on your calendar

There will NOT be a general meeting in October because we are having our auction.
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NRPS has “A Celtic Weekend” in Yorktown

What a fun weekend the Nansemond River Power Squadron had 14-16 Sept at York River Yacht Haven. Three OD
teams took the “Celtic Weekend” theme seriously, and all dressed the part. The Brown’s (left) even had their Sheltie,
Darcy, in his kilt. The Wallace’s (center) decked out in formal Scottish attire (Go Bob!) And the Fisher’s, not to be outdone, showed us how the ancient Scots wore their kilts! No word on what the guys wore (or didn’t!) under their kilts!!

With 5 boats docked (and 1
carried 2 families!) it was a
good turnout for the last cruise
of the season! We’re sorry it
had to end, but what a fun
weekend we all had saluting
Irish and Scottish heritage
(whether we had it or not!)with
fun and frivolity.

The food was in keeping with
the Celtic theme, with Shepherd’s Pie and Corned Beef &
Cabbage along with about 5
different potato dishes! Then
there was the “Emerald Isle
Tea” (Irish green long island
style) and the “Culloden Coolers” (blue for Scotland).

Nansemond Light
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NRPS has “A Celtic Weekend” in Yorktown

Saturday morning dawned bright and pleasant...and the food was extraordinary!
Haggis (sans stomach!), eggs, ham biscuits, shortbread & sweet breads, fruit
and “Bloody Mary Queen of Scots” & “Morrisonmimosas” for am libations!

Saturday night’s dinner at the
Marina’s Restaurant was
scrumptious-huge portions and
seafood fit for a king! And how
nice it was, after last year to be
“cool” for the weekend!!

And we all toasted Frank Brown
for his 62nd. Birthday! It was an
enjoyable and relaxing weekend
(especially considering last
year’s “heated” one). The
weather was perfect, the comraderie convivial. Several members even attended the Colonial
Squadron’s educational session
on winter maintenance!
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Gene Monroe, AP
FIRST AID
The topic for October’s safety article is first aid; tools,
supplies and application. First aid is not just some box full
of band aids; it could be referring to applying a tourniquet
to using a PFD, an EPIRB or even a raft. What you use to
stock your first aid supplies with is limited only by your
imagination, but ultimately it could mean the difference
between life and death. As a minimum, the very first purchase to make is that little box we refer to as our first aid
“kit.”
There is a first aid kit for just about any situation, and
you can purchase any one of them at this website: http://
www.cpr-savers.com/principal/firstaidkits.html for a reasonable price. In the kits you’ll find band aids, ointments,
burn cream, etc. Each of these kits also contains a very
basic how-to instruction booklet that attempts to teach
how and when to use these supplies. But what if your
spouse was cleaning some corrosion off of one of the batteries, and because of some spontaneous over-heating –
the battery exploded and spewed acid in their eyes.
Would you know what to do in short enough period of time
to save your spouse’s eyesight; maybe if you keep that
bundle of papers dry and have the eye sight to read a font
size of ‘1’ and your glasses are, there still would not be
enough time to learn what to do, then do it, and get to the
hospital in time for professional medical treatment. Does
that mean I am saying don’t worry about purchasing the
first aid kit? Absolutely not, what I am saying is take a first
aid class and learn what to do. Start with the basic First
Aid class from the Red Cross, and then take the Wilderness Survival First Aid class. The important thing is to
“know” what to do when you need to do it.
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Let’s say that one of your grandchildren is on the boat
with you, and the two of you went in to the Gallery to cook
up some Pigs in a Blanket for breakfast, when accidentally
your grandchild placed their forearm on the stove’s heating element! Oh my gosh; the child is screaming in agony
and everything begins to happen very fast…what do you
do? Well I’ll tell you, immediately you cool the burn with
cold running water until the pain is relieved, then you
cover the wound “loosely” with a sterile dressing, call 9-1-1
if emergency care is required, and then care for shock!
Shock? Shock is when the circulatory system fails to circulate adequately; children do not exhibit the warning
signs of shock in the same way that adults do because
they are smaller, with less blood volume. Shock cannot
be treated by first aid alone, and so it is your responsibility
to know what to do, what to look for, and then be coolheaded enough to do it.
So I would suggest that first aid is more than just some kit
you have somewhere on the boat, but rather it means being on location to provide emergency medical treatment;
much like a Medic during battle, but more personal – a
family member or close friend. It is the advice of your
Safety Officer to pay careful attention to your boat’s medical supplies, take first aid classes, and then on a periodic
schedule you should review what you’ve learned. Remember, no emergency will wait for you.

Good Info for our Local Members...

USPS Nautical Glossary And
USPS Boat Insurance Learning
Guides Available
The USPS Nautical Glossary is a short booklet that provides definitions of terms used in USPS courses and related topics. The USPS Boat Insurance Learning Guide
tells you what you need to know when you shop for boat
insurance. Either may be used in a course or in a training
program, or simply as another source of information on a
given topic.
USPS Learning Guides are available to members and
the public at various marine supply stores, and also directly from United States Power Squadrons Headquarters
by calling 1-888-FOR-USPS between 8:30AM and 4:00PM
ET Monday through Friday. Visa, MasterCard, Discover,
and American Express are accepted.
These guides are also available to
USPS members at reduced rates
through their Squadron Educational
Officer. An updated Glossary is also
available online.
There are a lot of “tools” available
from USPS to local members -go
online and check it out at
www.usps.org!
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NRPS Annual Auction

20 October

1800 hours (6 pm)
Dinner $14.50 a person

Magnolia Ruritan Club

Cocktails $1.00 each

Dinner provided by Rodman’s: BBQ, fried chicken, beans, coleslaw, rolls, dessert
The auction is our annual fundraising event that funds our programs. The items for the auction
are donations from you, the members. Items can be new, gently used or junk! Look around your
house for items to donate. They do not have to be boat related. Ask your favorite retailer to donate
an item or a gift certificate. You can arrange for pick-up or drop-off of items by calling P/C Donnie
Weaver, AP at 255-4486.
Volunteers are needed to help the night of the auction for set up, bartending, and clean up.
Members are encouraged to come and bring a guest. You can make a reservation by calling
Rana Weaver 255-4486. The last day to sign up will be Sunday-14 October.
The auction is an exciting time, so come out and join the fun! You may even be able to find some
exclusive items “Made in Williamsburg”!
If you are not able to attend the auction please consider giving a donation of items or cash.
Thanks!
Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P & Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP-Co-chairwomen

D5 2012 FALL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
1 – 4 NOVEMBER 2012, WYNDHAM HOTEL, GETTYSBURG, PA
Meal & activity reservations must be made by Friday, 19 October 2012
Hosted by the Main Line Sail and Power Squadron for * Make checks payable to: 2012 D5 FALL Conference
Send to: Michael Gibson
504 Briar Road, Exton, PA 19341
mgpamd@aol.com
If you have any questions, contact P/C Nick Montalto, SN at 610-308-1235, or nickmontalto@gmail.com

Hotel room reservations must be made by Tuesday, 9 October 2012 to get USPS rate
Hotel reservations are made directly with Wyndham Hotel, 95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Reservations: 1-866-845-8885 or 1-717-339-0020: Use reservation code: USPS D5
Rates:
$119.00 plus tax
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
20 October

1800

1-4 November
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D5 Fall Conference
Wyndham Hotel
Gettysburg, PA

Publisher’s Statement

2012-2013 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer

NRPS Annual Auction
Magnolia Ruritan Club
Suffolk, VA

Cdr Mark Presson, P
Lt/C Matt Schultz, P
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, P
Lt Gene Monroe, AP

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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