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Cdr Mark Presson, P 

Fire Extinguisher Training 
Rescheduled 

 

 Due to inclement weather, the Fire Extinguisher 
Training set for 25 Aug was cancelled and has been 
rescheduled for 13 October 2012. This is one of the 
requirements for the Inland Navigation portion of the 
Boat Operator Certification program but all members 
are invited to come to observe. The training will be 
held at the Suffolk Fire Station #6, Kings Fork Road, 
Suffolk, beginning at 1000 hours. 
  Remember that all participants should bring a fire 
extinguisher with them. Your SEO will send out a 
“reminder email” as we get closer to the date. 

As summer winds down I have fond memo-
ries of this boating season.  Ashtyn strolling down the 
dock this year instead being strolled.  Sir Darcy 
hanging out on the dock with all of us.  Shopping for 
rare and collectibles on the Eastern Shore.  Omelets 
and other fine brunch fair in Smithfield. A sharp 
bloody Mary on any given morning on the dock.   
Fruit dishes that will make you say wow.  Enjoying 
the music at the street festival in downtown Hamp-
ton.  Piles of seafood at our daytripper to Bennett’s 
Creek Marina.  While we have had another season of 
our boat, Sweet Virginia, holding down the rocks in-
stead of our slip we have certainly enjoyed the cruise 
season.  We are anxiously awaiting our last cruise to 
the York River Yacht Haven on 14-16 of September.  
I hope that we have a huge turnout for our last sea-
son of the cruise.  If you haven’t signed up yet, be 
sure to at the next general meeting.  The weather 
should be mild and the jellyfish at bay. However, if it 
turns out to be hot we learned from last year’s com-
mander how to have a “pool party” on the dock.   The 
Browns, the Wallaces and the Fishers (Doug & Julie) 
are serving as co-ODs so we are sure to have plenty 
of food and fun in store. 

The fall brings cooler weather which often 
means boat trips are even more enjoyable.  Don’t 
forget to start collecting items for our annual auction. 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

  I realize that every month as I sit down to write 
comments about education in NRPS, I end up ex-
tending congratulations to at least one member who 
has completed an educational component of our 
USPS® program. So it is for September too as we 
extend congratulations to several members. 
 P/C Bob Eure, AP earned the Educational Profi-
ciency award after completing the Engine Mainte-
nance Class report last month. Lt Gene Monroe, AP 
and Lt Lanny Horn, AP passed the Instructor Devel-
opment test and Lanny and Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
passed the Seamanship test. With that achievement, 
Lanny and Janet earned their AP grade. In addition, 
Lanny also earned the Educational Proficiency 
award. See a separate article regarding the achieve-
ments of NRPS for the District year 2011-2012. I am 
looking forward to attending the District 5 Fall Con-
ference and hearing NRPS mentioned often during 
the Educational Awards ceremonies. 
 See the small announcement regarding the Fire 
Extinguisher seminar, now rescheduled for 13 Octo-
ber at Suffolk Fire Station #6 on Kings Fork Road. 
This meets the requirements for Inland Navigation in 
he Boat Operator Certification. 
 An ABC3 Safe Boating class is being scheduled 
for 29 Sep—6 Oct at the Suffolk Fire Station 5 on 
Bridge Road in Northern Suffolk. If you know of any-
one who wants to get the boating education require-
ment out of the way, now is the time to do it. We’ll 
meet from 1000 to 1430 hours, including lunch. Cost 
will be $30 for materials, $5 for a second member of 
the same family. Contact me for more information. 
 Our Fall class schedule includes the Marine Elec-
trical Class, taught by P/C Donnie Weaver, AP. This 
will start as soon as his schedule permits. The meet-
ing place is yet to be determined. 
 Plan on taking some classes – whether the Ad-
vanced Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour 
seminars are enjoyable (and there is NO TEST). 
More seminars are coming over the winter months 
(not-boating time effectively used.) 
 Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 757-

357-5705 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com.   
 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012 
 

 SEO Report Continued on Page 3 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
 

 

"Civil War Lecture Series: The U.S.S. 
Monitor" 
 

When:   9 Sept, Monday : 1900 

Location: Isle of Wight County Museum  

 103 Main St., Smithfield, Va  
 
Contact:   356-1223 
 

"Our Mighty Seaport" 

 Imports. Exports. So much happening in OUR port! 
This engaging new exhibit introduces visitors to maritime 
commerce. Families can navigate a tugboat down a busy 
waterway and receive “real time” information on ships sail-
ing past Nauticus. Discover what’s coming into our port 
and what’s being shipped from Virginia to far corners of 
the globe. Venture outside the exhibit walls and catch a 
glimpse of giant cranes, tugs, sailboats and cargo ships 
from the newly renovated Elizabeth River Observation 
Deck. Our Mighty Seaport celebrates maritime commerce 
from the most unique spot in town – along a remarkable 
working waterfront. Included within the regularly priced 
 

EX Report Continued on Page 5 

USPS District 5 events 
 

 D5 Sail Regatta, Fishing Tournament & FallFestival 
  When:  21-23 September  

Location: Mears Point Marina 
Kent Narrows, Maryland  

Contact: Fuzzy Jones, 410-770-3400 
Email:  kjones@blueheronmail. 
 

(NOTE: See  registration form for D5 Fall Conference in 
Gettysburg PA on Page 7 of this issue!) 
 
 

 Here are some upcoming events in the Hampton 

http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=2651
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     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
       Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
 

 

 

 Well, your last chance is approaching.  Summer is 
almost a memory but not until our last cruise of the 
season.  York River Yacht Haven on 14-16 Septem-
ber is bound to be loads of FUN!   Frank & Grace 
Brown and Bob & Brenda Wallace will be the ODs for 
the weekend.  WOW!!  There are four people plan-
ning a party just for you to enjoy!  All you have to do 
is make notifications.  One to the marina to reserve a 
slip (804-642-2156) and one to Grace Brown (816-
9058) to let him know that you would like to join the 
fun.  During the weekend you can entertain yourself 
by sitting poolside and daydreaming or reading a 
good book, have a refreshing drink at the outdoor 
bar, shop in the largest stocked ship store around, or 
grab a bite to eat at the restaurant (you can eat out-
side or inside and the food is great). 
     If you are not able to go to York River then con-
sider cleaning out your attic, garage, or house.  We 
are collecting items for our annual fundraising Auc-
tion which will be held 20 October.  Mark your calen-
dar for a great night of food and fun! 
      See you at our next general meeting which will 

be at George’s Steakhouse on 11 September.  The 

social starts at 1830 (6:30pm) and the meeting starts 

at 1900 (7:00pm). 

SEO Report, Cont’d from Pg. 2 
 

ABC3 Safe Boating Class 
 29 Sep-6 Oct (2 weeks) - 1000—1430 hours 
 Suffolk Fire Station 5, 3601 Bridge Road, Rt 17,   
 Cost $30.00 (plus $5 for additional member of 
 family if materials shared) 
 

Fire Extinguisher Certification 
 13 Oct 2012   1000 – 1200 hours 
 Meeting place: Suffolk Fire Station 6, Kings Fork 
 Road, Suffolk 
 Gloves and goggles provided; bring an exit-
 guisher to use for certification 
 Instructors: Suffolk Fire Department 
 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
 Starting in October  - Meeting place TBA 
 Instructor: P/C Donnie Weaver AP      Cost $40.00 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 
 Location TBA Dates TBA. Cost $25.00 
 
 

INSTRUCTOR RECERTIFICATION 
 At convenience of instructors & SEO    Cost: None 
 

CPR and First Aid 
 Over Winter 
 In conjunction with other squadrons plus open to 
 community 
 Instructors from District 5 USPS 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

Nansemond River Power 
Squadron 

A Celtic Weekend 
14-16 September 

York River Yacht Haven, 
Yorktown 

Register now at the Marina (they 
would like to know how many to set up 

slips for our group!) … email: ma-
rina@yryh.net or call 804-642-2156, 

and call Grace Brown 816-9058 if you 
plan to attend any functions! 



Nansemond Light Page 4 September 2012 

 

 
 
 

 

Hampton Summer Cruise...A Hot Summerv Blast! 
What a great weekend it was, with 

Donnie and Rana Weaver doing excel-
lent duty as our OD’s, we had all the best 
summer fixin’s as we partied on the pier 

in Hampton in the August heat!  We were 
grateful for the Schultz’s sprinklers!!  

The food was, as usual, fabulous...and a 
great dinner at the Conch & Bucket Sat. 

nite, followed by a party in the street s and 
live music! It was like they knew we were 
coming! But we must talk to the Presson’s 

about the strip tease act!!! 
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EX Report, Cont’d from Page 2 
 
 Nauticus/Battleship Wisconsin admission. 

When:    Saturday through Saturday,  
 1-8 September 

Location: Nauticus  

1 Waterside Drive 
Norfolk, Va. 23510  

Contact:  664-1000 

 

Battle of the Beer 
 

 Tasting of beers from American and Great Britain in 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812. 
 

When:    14 Sept., Friday : 1900-2100. 

Location: The Mariners' Museum  

100 Museum Drive 
Newport News, VA 23606 

Contact:  596-2222 
 

"Abandon Ship: 
Stories of Survival"  
 

When:   Saturday through Saturday, 1-8 Sep-
tember 

Location: The Mariners' Museum  

100 Museum Drive 
Newport News, VA 23606 

Contact:  596-2222 

 

In the Trenches Tour 
 

 Join a small inside and up-close group tour of the 
Lost 1607 James Fort led by Dr. William Kelso, Director 
of the Jamestown Rediscovery Archaeological Project 
since 1994. Your reserved place in this special group 
allows you to come under the ropes to walk the surface 
of the ground once trod by Captain John Smith, Poca-
hontas and Queen Elizabeth II -- now the very soil be-
ing dug by Historic Jamestown archaeologists. You 
share the once in a lifetime "moment of discovery" as a 
part of America's birthplace sees the first light of day in 
over 400 years.      
 In the Trenches Tours are conducted at 1000, typi-
cally on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, April through Octo-
ber.  
 Tour members must purchase a tour ticket online in  
advance or in the museum store by 930 on the day of 
the tour. 
  

 Tour members must dress according to weather pre-
dictions. Reservations and tickets are valid only on the 
date specified. There will be no refunds unless the tour 
is canceled by Preservation Virginia. 
When:   Tuesdays 1000, 4-18 September, 2-16 

October 
Location: Historic Jamestowne  

1368 Colonial Pkwy. 
Jamestown, VA 23081 

Contact:  229-4997                          Price:  $30 
 

N-75 Walking Tour 
Visit one of the Cold War’s few surviving Army Air-
Defense Posts.  
When:   Saturdays, 22 Sept.,20 Oct., 17 Nov. all 

at 1400 
Location: Carrollton Nike Park  

13036 Nike Park Road 
Carrollton, VA  23314 

Contact:  357-2291 
Website:  http://www.historicisleofwight.com/ 
 

That’s all I have for this month.  
See you all at the dock! 

 

Annual Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
Conference to be Held Nov 13-14 

 
 CHARLESTON, SC, 29 August, 2012 – Every fall, 
thousands of snowbirds – of the recreational boating 
kind – migrate south by boat via the Intracoastal Wa-
terway that threads along the coast from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia to Miami. With severe shoaling in many areas, 
following the course isn’t easy, with groundings and 
delays getting more common each year. At just 
about the same time this annual migration peaks, 
another course to ensure the future of the historic 
waterway will be charted out at the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway Association’s Conference, 13-14 
November in Charleston, South Carolina.  
 The Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Association, 
an alliance of recreational boating and commercial 
maritime interests, will convene its 13th annual meet-
ing at Charleston’s Francis Marion Hotel working to 
support this year’s theme, “Keep America’s Promise: 
Restore the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway.” 

http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=666
http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=742
http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=742
http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=1345
http://hamptonroads.com/events/venue/?query=Venue&site=default&tpl=Venue&ID=1345
http://www.atlanticintracoastal.org/2012-annual-conference
http://www.atlanticintracoastal.org/2012-annual-conference
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Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

finders, their nets and their proximity to the nearby 
electric-towers than they were to other boaters in the 
area.  So when you’re fishing and you find yourself 
near oystermen working the bottoms, be aware that 
you need to stay clear of them and not anchor any-
where near them.  This not only promotes safety on 
the water, but it also shows goodwill and respect to 
these men who work hard (sometimes) seven days a 
week to provide the shellfish that we purchase in the 
market for our eating pleasures. 
 Boating is not a right, but it is a privilege as more 
and more people are finding; simply put – people are 
not taking the Safe Boating classes being offered by 
USPS, the aux and some state-run organizations.  
But after someone is injured and they find them-
selves in court over some negligent charge, it is too 
late.  This is an area where our boating club, NRPS, 
really excels, because we are getting the word out!  
Our Education Officer, Frank Brown, has done (and 
is doing) a superb job setting up classes in places 
that include Newport News, Suffolk and Isle of Wight 
county.  We must continue to educate the public, and 
hope that we never see anything like an accident 
shown in the URL listed at the beginning of this arti-
cle. 

So as we move into the Fall season, let’s do it 
with safety as our first-most goal each and every 
time we board our boats; whether for fishing and/or 
pleasure, be safe and have fun!  Because boating is 
fun, and we’ll show them how!☺ 

 

Nautical Sayings 
 

Overwhelm comes from the Middle English word 
meaning "to capsize." 
 

Pooped out originally described the condition of 
seamen caught on the poop or aft deck after a wave 
from heavy seas crashed down upon it. 
 

Rummage sale stems from the French word 
arrimage, meaning "the loading of a cargo ship." Dam-
aged cargo was occasionally sold at special ware-
house sales. 
 

Skyscraper traditionally referred to the topsail of 
a ship and only more recently has come to mean a tall 
building. 

 

Slush funds were once the personal funds of 
ship cooks, who earned them by skimming off the fat, 
or "slush," from cooking and selling it when the ship 
came into port. 

 

These nautical sayings come from the Smithsonian Institu-
tion's Ocean Planet exhibition and from the book Ocean 
Planet: Writings and Images of the Sea, by Peter 
Benchley and Judith Gradwohl (published by Harry N. 
Abrams Inc., 100 5th Ave., New York, N.Y. 10011)  

 Safe Boating kudos to NRPS!  Or at least I have-
n’t heard of any incidents this year.  Safe boating is 
not just for our own benefit, but it benefits others as 
well.  Take for example the movie on “The Environ-
mental Stressors” at http://
www.safeboatingcouncil.org/. 
 It seems like after nine hours on the water, these 
young folks were not alert enough to prevent running 
into a grandpa and his grand-daughter broadside; 
needless to say this captain soon found himself in 
court without any excuses.  OK, but summer is 
nearly over and we’re moving into the cooler months.  
Many of us do not boat during the cooler season, but 
those who do have a whole ‘nother set of safety con-
cerns; such as hypothermia, frost bite and engine 
freeze-ups to name a few.  Keep in mind that there 
won’t be as many other boaters in the water that 
could come to your rescue either. 

 Speaking of Rescue; that reminds me of that oys-
ter warehouse near Smithfield; how about those oys-
ters coming into season this month!  Yum-yum, but 
as always please don’t eat them raw coming out of 
the James.   

So how do eating raw oysters and safe boating 
principles align themselves to be mentioned in this 
month’s newsletter?  Well, I noticed yesterday as my 
father and I were fishing out and around the JRB that 
early in the morning the only other boaters out at that 
time were the fishermen.  I couldn’t help myself from 
thinking about how we were fishing for fun and hop-
ing to get a few bites, while these fishermen were out 
there working and hoping to catch a boat full so they 
could earn a living.  Then it dawned on me that these 
captains are more focused on their electronic fish- 

http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/OCEAN_PLANET/HTML/ocean_planet_book.html
http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/OCEAN_PLANET/HTML/ocean_planet_book.html
http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
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  D5 2012 FALL EDUCATION CONFERENCE RESERVATION     
 FORM        1 – 4 NOVEMBER  2012, WYNDHAM HOTEL, GETTYSBURG, PA 

 
Member Rank ______                 Name __________________________________________           
Grade_______ 
Address _________________________________________City:__________________State:______   Zip 
Code:______ 
Squadron________________________    Position:______________________          First Timer_______ 
E-Mail__________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 
Spouse and other attendees 
Rank______    Name________________________________   Grade ______________ First Timer______   
Rank______    Name________________________________   Grade______________  First Timer ______ 
Rank______    Name________________________________   Grade ______________ First Timer______ 
 
    ACTIVITIES SELECTIONS  
Friday 2 November  “Meet & Greet”, Disc Jockey, Music Through the Decades, Dancing, Cash Bar, 2000 to 
2300  
 
    Friday Night             #__________ @ $12.00  $________    
 

Members’ Luncheon Saturday, 3 November:   
Market Style Buffet: Salads, Roast Beef, Va. Ham,   
Turkey Breast, Salami, Cheeses, Bread, Cookies     #__________ @ $24.00  $________ 
Brownies, Dessert Bars, Coffee and Tea 
 

Saturday Banquet, 3 November: 
Sautéed Herb Crusted Salmon with Lemon Beurre Blanc, Leek and Lentil Gratin, vegetables,  
Black Forest Cake with Cherries and Crème Anglaise 

    #__________  @ $37.00           $__________ 
 
Chicken Parmigiana Topped with Fontina Cheese Served with Linguini, 
Black Forest Cake with Cherries and Crème Anglaise         #  __________ @ $37.00        $_________ 
 

Special Dietary Requirements____________________________________________________________ 
        

          TOTAL ENCLOSED $___________________ 
 
Meal & activity reservations must be made by Friday, 19 October  2012 
 

Hosted by the Main Line Sail and Power Squadron for District 5 
Make checks payable to: 2012 D5 FALL Conference  
Send to:   
Michael Gibson 
504 Briar Road, Exton, PA 19341 
mgpamd@aol.com 
If you have any questions, contact P/C Nick Montalto, SN at 610-308-1235, or nickmontalto@gmail.com 
 

Hotel room reservations must be made by Tuesday, 9 October 2012 to get USPS rate 
Hotel reservations are made directly with Wyndham Hotel, 95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg, PA 17325 
Reservations: 1-866-845-8885 or 1-717-339-0020: Use reservation code: USPS D5 
Rates:       $119.00 plus tax 

mailto:michael.gibson@us.ing.com
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900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander     Cdr Mark Presson, P 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Matt Schultz, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Janet Horn, P 
   Safety Officer    Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

11 September   1900   General Meeting 
           George’s Steakhouse 
           Suffolk, VA 
 

14-16 September     A Celtic Weekend Cruise    
          York River Yacht Haven 
          Yorktown, VA 
 

29 September      First week of Safe Boating Class 
 

21-23 September     D5 Sail Regatta/Fishing Tourney 
          Mears Point Marina 
          Kent Narrows, Maryland 


