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Hi Everyone!
August is a busy month for the squadron with the
D5 Rendezvous over the weekend of the 9th at King’s
Creek Marina (formerly Bay Creek Marina) in Cape
Charles. It promises to be an event packed weekend
and we have thirteen (13) boats signed up to attend.
That’s a huge showing for the squadron at one of the
most visible events of the year. If you haven’t already, go online and look at the schedule of events
and sign up for anything that interests you. Also, let
me know what events you enter so we can muster a
cheering squad for you. The theme is “Buffet Style”
and I know the ODs are busy working hard to make
sure we all have a great weekend. So even if you’re
not going by boat, drive over to enjoy the weekend
with us.
I was out on Lake Meade in Suffolk the other day
in my 13 foot Boston Whaler. While I was cruising
around, it occurred to me how different a mindset I
have between cruising the Chesapeake Bay in my 31
foot Tiara and cruising the lake in my Whaler. I guess
I was thinking about this as the result of all the
squadron discussion and preparation for certifications in Inland Navigation (IN). Obviously, there are
a lot of similarities between these different venues
which is supported by the fact that Virginia requires
operational certifications and much of the same
safety equipment such as PFDs, signaling devices,

.etc… However, there are also vast differences. I
think the biggest is scale. When I’m on the lake, I
can generally be back at the dock in a matter of minutes under engine power and I can certainly get to
shore and safety with just the backup canoe paddle I
keep on board. God forbid, if the need arises I’m
never farther than a short swim to the shore with little
to no chance of imposing waves or opposing currents. Out on the bay it’s usually a drastically different story. We’re often miles from shore, if the engines fail I don’t think an oar would help me, and
wind, waves, and currents can be huge. What I realized is that one game plan or one mindset certainly
doesn’t fit all vessels in all situations. There is a vast
array of water craft and an even bigger array of venues and conditions into which we ride them. What I
need to remember is to constantly evaluate these
combinations and to adjust my actions and plans accordingly in order to be as safe as possible for the
sake of myself and any passengers which are with
me. This includes everything from surf boards to
sport fishers. I hope everyone agrees with this and
joins me in the effort to stay safe in/on any watercraft
in all conditions.
That’s all for this month.

Be safe and
see you on
the docks.
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Hello everyone! Hope your summer has been
relaxing and full of fun so far. If it hasn’t, then it is
your own fault (Well maybe it’s your employers fault,
spouses fault, kids fault, neighbors fault, weather’s
fault, okay never mind)! Get out there and relax and
have a little fun!
We have a big cruise coming up 8-11 August.
Hope you have signed up to go to Kings Creek Marina for the “Crossing Paths Reunion” where USPS®
District 5 and USPS® District 27 will join up for a
Summer Rendezvous. There will be lots of food and
fun events including a Centennial Boat Parade. The
boat parade will take place on the afternoon of 10
August at 1500 to 1600. It will have boats from District 5 and District 27 participating in it. Nansemond
River will have two boats, Mar-Sue and Surprise,
representing us. Call and make a reservation today!
Come for the day or the weekend. Come by boat or
by car. Stay on your boat or someone else's boat
(only if they ask you). Make a reservation at a hotel
or bed and breakfast in town. Just don’t miss out on
this cruise because if you do you will have to wait
another 100 years for a Rendezvous as special as
this one.
Don’t forget to order your USPS® 100th Anniversary
Commemorative
lapel
pin
from
www.shopusps.org.
It is not too late to sign up to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of USPS® on a really big ship. There is
still room on the seven-day eastern Caribbean cruise
that is taking place on 2-9 February 2014 aboard
Holland America Cruise Line. All USPS® Members
are invited to go and celebrate!! The ports of call are
Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands; and Half Moon Cay,
Bahamas. Pricing runs $799 and up, plus taxes of
$120.69 per person. Call today for more information
or to make a reservation
727-403-0406.

G-day boaters,
We are well into the boating season and I hope
that all of you have been testing your fuel consumption meters for accuracy and re-filling your tanks frequently. For some of us, we would rather not know
how many gallons per hour we burn, as our boating
habit is the only thing that keeps us sane and running on an even keel no matter the expense. Either
way, cursing the Chesapeake or just sitting on your
boat sipping ice tea (or other beverages) in the marina is just about the best thing going.
The Beer and Wine Fest at Waterside was a
great success despite the un-predictable weather
and the extreme July heat and humidity. The city of
Norfolk cancelled the Beer Fest on Friday (due to
weather) evening so we all adjusted the plan and
had a fine dining experience at Hooters. The wings
were great and the company was better. On Saturday the rain, heat and humidity was in full swing but
the wine and beer tasting was a resounding success.
I think we all learned a thing or two about wine and
beer. The OD’s put on a blind tasting and everyone
had a chance to vote on their favorites. The top
rated wine (of 10 bottles both red and white all under
$15) Sutter Home “Muscotto”. 5 bucks from any
store that sells wine believe it or not. Thanks to
Betty Sue for submitting the winning entry. Of the 8
beers, the winning entry was “Wild Blue”, a blueberry
beer available at farm fresh for around $9 a 6 pack.
Following the tastings, a nice dinner at Joes Crab
Shack wrapped up the evening. All in all despite the
crazy weather everyone had a great time.

Hope to see you
on the water soon!
Be Safe!
Nansemond Light

Next cruise is 8-12 Aug to King’s Creek Marina
AO Article Continued on Page 3
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
Education continues through the summer as the
Instructor Development class began with 5 students.
The class continues into September. We then will
have 5 more members certified to teach the ABC3
Safe Boating Class and any of the Advanced USPS®
classes that they have taken. Thanks to P/C Jack
Eure, JN, Lt Bob Wallace, N, Kirk Troen, S, Lt/C
Doug Fisher and Rex Stone, S for stepping up to the
plate to support NRPS in out Educational program.
Several short programs are in the making right
now. While CPR is not one of the classes required
for anything except saving lives, we are setting up a
program to be presented by Susie Writtenberry S.
We will have a DVD-based presentation with supporting members and P/C Norman Fisher, AP has
the “dolls” to allow us to have hands-on practice.
This will be a 3-hour class, providing time for lots of
hands-on practice.
We will be doing a repeat performance of the VHF/
DSC seminar at Faith Lutheran Church, 2730 Bridge
Road, Suffolk, on August 4 from 1400—1600 hrs.
Instructor will be 1st/Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN.
We have gotten the Anchoring Seminar and the
Using GPS Seminar materials in-house and look to
offer them thru the late Summer-early Fall season.
One of the popular Seminars, Partner in Command, is now available on-line, supported by USPS®
and Boat US. If you want to take this program online, go to http://www.usps.org and select “Online
Boating Education” button on the right side of the
home page.
Please remember to let me know of anyone who is
interesting in the ABC3Safe Boating Class. They are
good things to do just after the New Year while folks
get ready for the boating season. I have about 6
names so far; keep them coming.
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 4724178 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com.

CLASS SCHEDULES
VHF/DSC SEMINAR
Instructor: Gene Monroe
Date: 4 Aug 2013
Location: Faith Lutheran Church
1400—1600 hrs
2730 Bridge Rd, Suffolk
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructor: Frank Brown, AP
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Dates: Ongoing to 12 Sep
Location: Chuckatuck FD, 1830-2000 hrs
PILOTING
Instructor:
P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 17 Sep—12 Nov
Location: Main St Methodist, Suffolk
1900—2030 hrs
CPR DEMONSTRATION SEMINAR
Coordinator: Susie Writtenberry, S
Location: TBD

Date: TBD

ANCHORING and GPS SEMINARS
(two hours in duration)
Instructors and location TBD

Put education and fun on your calendar
AO Article, Cont’d from Pg 2

(formally Bay Creek). This is the greatly anticipated
District 5 Rendezvous Crossing Paths reunion a
combined event with two great USPS® Districts 5
and 27 to our south. We have added to the festivities by incorporating a Jimmy Buffett themed weekend. So break out your best (or worst) aloha shirts,
flip flops and margarita glass and join us for a fun
filled weekend. Most boats will arrive on Friday 9
Aug, but if you have the time, you are more than welcome to roll into the marina on the Aug 8. D5 has
planned events for the entire 4 days, check out the
schedule here
www.uspsd5.org/download.php?
mark5=squadrons/6243/mark5.pdf
Link is to the D5 Mark 5 news letter and may take 31
seconds to open. We currently have 14 boats and a
few land cruisers signed up for the event. Frank
Brown has volunteered to direct the Centennial Boat
Parade on Saturday. Grace Brown, S is heading up
the decorating committee to deck out Mar-Sue and
Surprise for an award winning entry to be sure. Gail
Aiken, S & Kim Schultz, P are OD’s and are planning
a epic weekend, one you sure don’t want to miss.
So find those potato guns, corn hole bags and Hawaiian shirts and take a trip to the eastern shore.
Hope to see you there; it is going to be off the hook.
Note: To all Hands. The Bridge is attempting to determine ALL of Nansemond River’s assets. Over
the years items have been dispersed throughout our
membership & you may in possession of items such
a table, books, pier canopy, sextant, educational material or any other item that may lost and forgotten. If
you have a squadron asset email the Secretary, Kim
Schultz secretary@nrpowersquadron.com with your
items. The bridge greatly appreciates your help in
finding all our “stuff”.
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Beer and Wine Fest at Waterside, Norfolk
19-21 July, Waterside Marina, Norfolk VA
The weather
wasn’t the
best, the seas
a little
rough...but 5
stalwart boats
made the trip
to Waterside
for the NRPS
Beer and Wine
Fest Cruise!
Unfortunately
the City of
Norfolk worried more than
us, and
promptly cancelled the
Beer Fest for
Friday night.
But that didn’t
daunt us a
bit...our group
went up to
Waterside,
and partook of
wings and
things at Hooters. Some of
us enjoyed a
lot of liquid
refreshment.
But great fun
was had by all!

Nansemond Light
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Beer and Wine Fest at Waterside, Norfolk
19-21 July, Waterside Marina, Norfolk VA
Saturday
dawned bright
and beautiful,
and we had a
great day
planned. First
a late brunch,
our gift
bags...then
our OWN beer
and wine tasting! 10 wines
and 8 beers
were sampled
and (almost!)
professionally
judged by our
panel
of...everyone!
Then we divided, some
going over to
Harbor Park to
watch a Tides
ball game, and
the rest to
Joe’s Crab
Shack for a
succulent seafood dinner! It
was a great
weekend...and
Lance (Frank
and Grace’s
grandson)
fondly says
“goodbye and
safe sailing!”
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There are several different ways in which we can obtain information pertaining to the weather and the
Weather Channel is a good place to start. Not only
does it give local forecasts, but it also provides
greater tracking, small craft advisories, and pertinent
information that boaters can use. VHF broadcasts
provide accurate, timely marine data on wind direction, speed, temperature, wave heights, tides, and
special advisories of both long term and sudden
changes in most coastal areas. This service in-

Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Lanny Horn, AP
Thunderstorms and Boating
Thunderstorms sure seem like an appropriate
subject, especially since we’ve witnessed so many
storms in the past several months. Violent storms
appear often and on the water they can certainly be
a hazard to boaters. Creating high waves, lightning
and strong winds can certainly lead to possibly falling
out of the boat if we’re not careful. And not enough
can said about the lightning that accompanies almost
all storms.
These are the risks we face every time we take
our boats out for a cruise. Depending on our knowledge of the weather, conditions can vary greatly with
each and every storm. At this point, I would like to
suggest to any of our members the USPS® has a
great Weather course that would help in forecasting
an oncoming storm.

I certainly want to make sure we know enough
about the elements we can get involved in when
boating to help keep us safe. There is no need to
have an excuse- “I didn’t know the weather was going to get that bad”. We now have the opportunity to
look at satellite forecasting and communication technology to remove the last traces of any alibi for being
caught on the water unaware. Please take the time
to learn what to expect because you don’t need to
really take the risk.
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cludes notification of current thunderstorm activity
along with possible safety concerns. This is not all
most of us have available for help with the weather.
We have CB’s, ship to shore, portable AM/FM radios
and cellular telephones. When you look at it realistically, you have access to information very quickly
and have the knowledge for everything you need to
know about the weather.
Without this technology on hand, most of us have
been raised to use some common sense when it
comes to the weather. As we know, most of our
storms, but not all, will come out of the west, so we
always want to keep an eye to the west. It seems as
though calm always precedes a storm. So if it
seems too calm, or we have a mackerel sky, the potential for a storm exists. Always remember, red sky
in the morning is a sailor’s warning; red sky at night
is a sailor’s delight!
One of the best indicators of electricity in the air is
the raising of the hair on your arms or back of your
neck. When the hair starts to rise, it’s time to get
moving. Now is the time to put on a life jacket, slow
down the boat and head for the nearest lee shore for
safe harbor. Point the bow at a slight angle and to
the waves, keeping your passengers low at the midship point to reduce the risk of getting hurt. In case
of engine failure, anchor from the bow. If the water is
too deep to anchor, deploy a sea anchor which could
be a bucket or an empty bait bucket.
Prayers permitted, learn from experience!!
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NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
8-12 August

District 5 and 27 Crossing Paths Reunion/Rendezvous
at King’s Creek Marina
Cape Charles, VA

13 August

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House
Suffolk, VA
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THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following month’s
issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our
members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members
& member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron
(NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, S
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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