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Cdr Mark Presson, P 

 As things wind down for my term as commander 
the holidays have offered me time to reflect on the 
last year. I have new respect for all who have gone 
before me. There is so much that goes on behind 
the  scenes to put on our many activities and cruises. 
I would encourage everyone to make an effort, no 
matter how small, to help out in the coming season. 
Every hand helps and it always turns out that we 
have a great time putting these things on. As with 
most things, the more the merrier. Put a little thought 
in to how you could contribute to the wellbeing of the 
Nansemond River Power Squadron! 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!     

 

 Frank (9/15/1915 – 12/15/2012) joined NRPS 
on 16 June, 1975 and earned 26 Merit Marks.  
He was a Life Member. He was active earlier in 
his NRPS Career teaching Marlinspike. 

NRPS’s Oldest 
Member “Passed 

Over the Bar” at 97 
 

 Though not active for 
many years, Frank B. 
Kirsch, S will be remem-
bered for his longevity to 
our organization and for 
becoming a Life Member.  

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 
With the holidays now in the rearview mirror we 
find ourselves in the grips of winter. Now is a great 
time to plan for next spring's projects and boating 
activities. I'm sure we all have boat pieces and parts 
under the tree ready to be installed. I always like to 
take some time during the frigid months and think 
about what works well and what didn't last season. 
 With the cold wind howling outside, most of my 
boating activities are confined to my boat notebook 
and the internet. Planning is an important part of 
any boat project. For me, it's important to get the 
boat in the water! Hopefully for most of us, your win-
ter project list is less serious. I'm probably one of the 
few members putting serious thought to baby-
proofing the boat. Jennifer and I look forward to 
Ashtyn finally being able to go underway. Having 
her on board adds a whole new set of projects to my 
list. 
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Chart - The nautical equivalent of a road map. One must 
use charts instead of road maps because road maps usu-
ally only show roads and there are usually none of those 
in the water and besides you couldn't drive your boat on 
one anyway unless you had it on a trailer in which case 
you would need a road map instead of a chart. 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
 

     Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
  
       Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
 

 

 
 Wow, what a Christmas party! We sure know how 
to cook (and eat)! 
 

 It is time to make those New Year resolutions. I 
thought you might like some suggestions, so here 
goes: 
 

"Spend more time on my boat" 
"Watch more sunsets on my boat" 
"Go fishing more on my boat" 
"Take more cruises on my boat" 
"Relax more on my boat" 
"Entertain more on my boat" 
"Take more sunset cruises on my boat" 
 

 These are just a few that I plan to make. I am sure 
you can think of others to add. 
 

 We will be planning our 2013 Cruise schedule 
soon, so if you have any suggestions where you 
would like to go (or not to go) please let me know as 
soon as possible. 
 

 Hope to see you at George's Steak House on 8 
January. Social starts at 1830 and the meeting starts 
at 1900. 

8-10 February 2013 
Maritime Institute, Linthicum, MD 

Training for Incoming Squadron Bridge Officers 
and other NRPS Leaders 

 

 The new D/5 Winter Training Session (WTS) will be 
held 9 February 2013 at the Maritime Institute in Linthicum 
Heights, MD centrally located in District 5. This replaces 
the Officer Training, Leadership Development, Team 
Building, and District Departmental Showcases formerly 
offered during the Spring Conference. 
 WTS was created in response to two concerns voiced 
by members: 1. Having to take a day off work for officer 
training; and 2. Getting trained too late in the year. 
 All incoming Squadron Bridge Officers, Executive 
Committee Members, and Squadron leaders in other key 
roles (e.g. Membership, VSCs, Communications 
(Nansemond Light editor) should attend WTS. 
 There are Friday evening events and a Sunday buffet 
if you wish to stay overnight. 
 The complete schedule and registration forms are on 
the  D5  webs i te , 
www.uspsd5.org. A copy 
of each was mailed to 
the nominated bridge 
and executive commit-
tee members but others 
may attend if you like. 
 The schedule to the 
right is for Saturday’s 
training. SEO Brown is 
planning to leave very 
early Saturday morning 
and return after the eve-
ning activities. 
 Officer training is as 
important, if not more 
so, than all the educa-
tional classes we offer. 
Consider attending!! 
   

From www.boatingcartoons.com 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

 How proud I was to present 11 Educational awards to 
our members at the Annual Christmas Party. See the 
separate article describing the awards and the wonderful 
picture page. The past two years have been an exciting 
time for Education achievement in our Squadron. My per-
sonal thanks to the members who have taught our classes 
and all who have received the benefit of our teaching ex-
cellence. 
 We are offering Marine Electrical Class for the first 
time in more than 10 years (per DB2000 records) as we 
start of 2013 with this class. P/C Donnie Weaver AP is our 
instructor for the class to be held beginning 10 Jan at the 
Chuckatuck Volunteer Fire Station. We’ll even have a fel-
low USPS® member from the Colonial Squadron joining 
with us. 14 members are signed up, ready to go. 
 We will be offering Seamanship beginning in February 
(since none of those students will be in the Electrical 
Class.) This class will be lead by SEO Frank Brown, AP 
and Brenda Wallace, JN and will be done over a few 
weekends!. This will make several folks interested in con-
tinuing with the Piloting Class, that will start hopefully in 
March/April time frame. 
 We finally hope to begin a Junior Navigator class in 
April/May time frame. This course will continue throughout 
the entire year. 
 Finally, we plan to offer 2 or 3 Safe Boating Classes. 
The State-mandated Education requirement becomes 
more restrictive this year so we anticipate more attendees 
for these classes. If you know boaters who need to satisfy 
this requirement, have them contact us and sign up for our 
next classes. 
 I am toying with the idea of offering 2-hour seminars 
on the Saturday afternoon of any of our Summer cruises. 
Let me know your thoughts on this option for more semi-
nars. The 2-hour seminars are enjoyable (and there is NO 
TEST). 
 Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 757-279-
0812 or e-mail to frank.brown@gmail.com.  

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013 
 

Marine Electrical 
 10 Jan—28 Feb 2012 1900 – 2030 hours  
 Chuckatuck Volunteer Firehouse, Suffolk  
 Instructor: P/C Donnie Weaver AP 
Seamanship Class 
 Mid Feb—Mid Mar (4 wks max) 
 TBD  
 Instructors: SEO Brown, Brenda Wallace JN  

Cost $42.00 
Piloting Class 
 Mid-March, Details TBD 
 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

Presents NRPS with Multiple 
Educational Awards  

 

 District 5 historically presents the Educational Achieve-
ment awards at the Fall Conference. Due to Hurricane 
Sandy, the 2012 Fall Conference was cancelled and the 
District Staff distributed the awards to the squadrons.  
Nansemond River received 11 educational awards, de-
scribed below. The awards were given out at the Christ-
mas Party on 2 December and several will be done at our 
January meeting. Congratulations to our membership for 
being the TOP EDUCATIONAL SQUADRON in District 5. 
 The Henry E. Sweet Individual Achievement Award is 
earned by those District 5 members who have obtained 
educational achievement by having successfully com-
pleted all 5 Advanced Grades and a minimum of 6 Elec-
tives offered by USPS®. This achievement also entitles 
them to wear the traditional looped rope around the grade 
insignia, and to be addressed with Senior Navigator 
Status. These members are also recognized by being 
awarded an Educational Achievement Award by our na-
tional organization. Congratulations to P/C Art Aikin, SN, 
our first member from within NRPS to earn this award. 
 Our next group of awards recognizes the squadron 
members who have significant levels of course comple-
tions. Our members who have achieved Educational Profi-
ciency status have completed at least Seamanship, Pilot-
ing and Advanced Piloting, and a minimum of three elec-
tive courses. These can be done in any order or se-
quence. They are now entitled to wear the uniform Insignia 
with a gold bar under their grade symbol. This year District 
5 recognized 7 members of NRPS who reached Educa-
tional Proficiency status since our last Fall Educational 
Conference: 
 P/C Fletcher Beadles AP, Lt/C Frank C. Brown AP, P/C 
John D. Eure Jr. JN, P/C Robert Glen Eure AP, Lt Lanny 
L. Horn AP, Lt Gene S. Monroe AP, and P/C Donald 
Wayne Weaver AP. 
 The selection of this year’s District 5 Chapman award 
winning instructor was difficult since the submissions were 
of such high quality. The nominee that District 5 has for-
warded to USPS® for consideration in the national award 
judging is P/C Cecil T. Chapman, SN. Tom is a retired 
university professor who taught drafting and structural en-
gineering. He currently serves us as the Junior Navigator  

 

Awards, Continued on Page 4 
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NRPS Educational Awards for 2011-12 

 The Henry E. Sweet Excellence in Education Trophy is 
presented to that squadron which has shown the greatest 
percentage increase in completion of the Advanced 
Grades and Elective Courses over the previous year. Nan-
semond River PS was recognized as the Number ONE 
Squadron in this category. 
 The District 5 Commander’s Trophy for elective 
courses award is presented to the District 5 squadron 
showing the greatest percentage increase in completion of 
the Elective Courses taught during the previous year. The 
elective courses include: Weather, Sail, Engine Mainte-
nance, Marine Electronics, Marine Communication Sys-
tems, Cruise Planning and Instructor Development. NRPS 
was recognized with a Second Place award in this cate-
gory. 

Awards, Continued from Page 3 
 

and Navigator course chair and instructor for NRPS. He is 
a “model” instructor whose students have acknowledged 
his dedication and style with comments like: “… no class 
could have had a better teacher than Tom.” “I have never 
had a finer or more dedicated teacher than Tom Chap-
man…” “Tom’s knowledge of the subject matter is beyond 
comparison. He meticulously explained every detail and 
insured that all students understood prior to moving on to 
the next item.” “ As an instructor, I understand the time it 
takes to prepare for each session when teaching a class, 
and the amount of preparation on Tom’s part goes well 
above and beyond.” “He is always available for his stu-
dents.” The winners of the national judging will be an-
nounced at the USPS annual meeting. 

Tom Chapman proudly displays the “Chapman Award” 
for outstanding Educator in District 5. 

Art receives his Educational Achievement Award, earning 
the grade of SN. 

Frank Brown receives his Educational Proficiency Award. 

Educational Proficiency Award 
recipients Fletcher Beadles,  

Donnie Weaver and Bob Eure. 
Also earning the award were Jack 

Eure, Gene Monroe and Lanny 
Horn (not pictured).) 
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Commander’s Christmas Party 
1 December marked the 
Commander’s Christmas 
Party, held this year at the 
Presson Farm in Suffolk. 
Food and fellowship 
reigned supreme! 

Gorgeous and unsea-
s o n a b l y  w a r m 
weather allowed us to 
party hearty outside, 
which was good con-
sidering the crowd! 

The spirits were flow-
ing, the oysters were 
steaming and conversa-
tion never lagged far 
behind for our mem-
bers! 

The Wallaces shared fasci-
nating (and funny!) tales 
from their Australian travels  
to an eager audience! 

The party carried on inside, as our 
Commander and Education Officer 
presented the Educational Awards 
earned during the past year with 
their eager recipients (see previous 
page!) 

A great time was had by one and all, 
and anyone who went home with 
even a remotely empty stomach did-
n’t do our fine Squadron chefs jus-
tice! And that’s all for THIS year for 
NRPS...see you in 2013! 
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Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

Figure 1 DC GND scheme.        Figure 2 Power 
          connection scheme 
 

 Put in a “nutshell,” there are many grounding schemes 
from which you may select, but whichever method you 
choose – it is all a matter of safety.  Not just the safe op-
eration of your equipment, but safety to you as the opera-
tor; even more important is the safety to a guest who may 
be onboard and trusting you with their well-being.  The 
majority of marine system faults are ground faults.  A 
ground fault is a short circuit, as shown in Figure 3.  
Whereby, e.g., the insulation of an instrument’s “hot” wire 
has worn away such that bare wire is exposed, and then 
somehow makes contact with the boat’s GND system. 

 
Figure 3 Example of a Ground Fault (aka short ckt) 

The key idea to get from Figure 3 is that without some sort 
of resistive component such as an instrument, a lamp, 
cigarette lighter…anything that draws current for the sup-
ply of power; is a direct short between the power supply 
and the GND!  Without a fuse or a circuit breaker to open, 
the battery and equipment would burn up, and a person 
would be electrocuted.  If the power supply was an AC 
source, then the person may die. 
 This Safety Officer has a MS in Electrical Engineering, 
whose occupation is rocket science.  I have two electrical 
projects planned for my 24’ Formula fishing boat and I am 
not fully satisfied with my knowledge on marine grounding!  
I am planning to be in Donnie’s Marine Electrical class 
beginning on 10 January and hope to learn enough theory 
such that I will figure out how to safely wire-in a trickle 
charger to interface AC to my onboard DC, and what con-
cerns I may not be aware of as I plan to implement redun-
dancy into my Bilge Pump system. 
 
i
http://www.idc-online.com/technical_references/pdfs/

electrical_engineering/grounding_neutrals.pdf  

This month’s safety article is on grounding systems, and 
will go to serve two purposes; first it is to give you some 
heads-up regarding safety against electrical failures on 
your boat due to poor grounding, and second as a plug for 
our upcoming Marine Electrical class whose concept is 
based on having a return signal with a zero potential (0-P).  
As boat owners that typically perform wire modifications 
ourselves, we need to understand the differences between 
grounding systems on a boat v. grounding circuits in our 
homes; and of course, attending the upcoming USPS 
class on Marine Electrical (to be taught by PC Donnie 
Weaver, AP), because we all know that education pro-
motes awareness, and awareness results in safety. 
 Potential outcomes from poorly planned wiring projects 
include shorting out your starter, short-circuiting your elec-
tronics, causing a fire or even just having a rat’s nest of 
embarrassing globs of wire with no labels (we call this 
spaghetti).  So what makes the grounding system on a 
boat so different from that of a land-based grounding sys-
tem?  Well, I cannot cover that subject in this short article, 
but understanding the AC/DC concerns for safety while 
you make any upgrades this winter will better ensure suc-
cess “on-the-water” for your next cruise season – ulti-
mately, the best and most comprehensive source for this 
type of information will be presented in the upcoming train-
ing class previously mentioned.  
 On a boat, things are considerably more complicated 
than a land-based electrical system.  A cruise-ready boat 
requires an AC ground (GND), several DC GND (aka, re-
turn) lines, a lightning ground, and an RF GND plane for 
radio systems.  On land the GND comes from a GND rod 
that we bury in the earth for our 0-P, but for a boat we use 
the saltwater as the GND source for our 0-P.   That does-
n’t mean running all of our return wires to some metal con-
nection (such as the propeller shaft to make our connec-
tion to the water), because that will most likely cause elec-
trolytic corrosion problems.  Instead, all return lines should 
connect to a GND buss that interfaces with two other con-
nection points; (1) is the engine GND, and (2) is the bat-
tery’s negative terminal.  Note that the only place where 
multiple GND lines connect to one-another is at the GND 
buss, as shown in Figures 1/2. 
 

Cleat – A template used to practice knot tying that allows 
knots to easily slip off. 
Hatch - A device similar in nature to a mousetrap, in that it 
will drop down on your head or hand without warning. Also 
an opening for admitting water into the boat. 
Wake - This event is part of a funeral and often confused 
with boating. Also what boaters participate in (their own) 
when they do not practice safe boating. 
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2012 Nominating Committee Report 
Nominees for Squadron Year 2013-2014 

 

Submitted by: P/C Lin Hanbury AP, Chairman, 
and committee members  P/C Mary Fisher, AP and P/C Bob Eure, AP 

Commander 
 

Matt Schulze, P 

Executive Officer 
Rana Weaver, AP 

Administrative  Officer 
Doug Fisher 

Education Officer 
Frank Brown, AP 

Ass’t. Education Officer 
Gene Monroe, AP 

Secretary 
Kim Schulze, P 

Treasurer 
Janet Horn, AP 

Member-At-Large 
Bob Wallace, N 

Member-At-Large 
Gene Presson 

Member-At-Large 
Lanny Horn, AP 

This slate presented by the Nominating Committee will be voted upon at our next General Meeting, 8 January 
2013 at George’s Steakhouse in Suffolk. Please plan to attend as we elect our new Bridge for Nansemond 
River Power Squadron...and thank you to those who stepped up to serve! 



 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander     Cdr Mark Presson, P 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer    Lt Gene Monroe, AP 

8    January    1830    General Meeting 
              George’s Steak House 
              Suffolk, VA 
 

13-20 January         USPS Annual Meeting 
              Hyatt Jacksonville Riverfront 
              Jacksonville, FL 
 

8-10  February        D5 Winter Training Session 
              Maritime Institute 
              Linthicum, MD 


