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Cdr Matt Schulze, PCdr Matt Schulze, P  

purchase price was $500,000.29. If you ask me why 
the $0.29, I will tell you that the federal government 
abhors round numbers to the same extent that na-
ture abhors straight lines, and leave it at that.   

The history was interesting to me as I hope that 
one day I will get the opportunity to travel the com-
plete length of the ICW to experience the treasure of 
history it represents. This anniversary announcement 
was especially interesting as this section of the ICW 
is right in our back yard and many of us travel sec-
tions of it on a regular basis.   

If you haven’t already, make sure to put in your res-
ervations for the District 5 Rendezvous over in Cape 
Charles. I’m sure it will be a great time. 
 I haven’t received any response about items for 
the auction but I’m confident after reading this, my 
email will fill up. I know October is a long way away, 
but anything we can get ahead of time will make 
things go smoother & hopefully provide a better out-
come for our biggest annual fundraiser. Let someone 
on the bridge know if you have items & we can make 
arrangements to have them dropped off or picked up. 

 

That’s all for this month. 

Be safe and see you on the docks. 
 

  

 A doctor, a dentist and an attorney were in a boat to-
gether when a wave came along and washed them all 
overboard. Unable to get back into the boat, they decided 
two would hold on to the boat and the third would swim to 
shore for help. They noticed that there were hundreds of 
sharks between them and land. Without a word the lawyer 
took off! As he swam the sharks move aside. The dentist 
yelled, "it's a miracle!"   
 "No", said the doctor, "That's professional courtesy . 

As some of you know, I am currently employed at 
the United States Army Corp of Engineers, Norfolk 
District (USACE – Norfolk).  The Norfolk District is 
responsible for a great deal of the management and 
maintenance of our coastal waterways.  Before any-
one asks, I work in a different section then those who 
do dredging and marker maintenance, so I have as 
little influence (maybe less influence) as anyone else 
in getting channels dredged or marked correctly.  
Sorry.  Anyway, I do have access to a great deal of 
historical records pertaining to the USACE involve-
ment with all things water related.  Last month a brief 
article was distributed over our intranet that high-
lighted that fact that the Intercoastal Waterway was 
having a centennial anniversary this year.  As I said, 
the article was brief and confused me as to what ex-
actly was turning 100 years old.  I know that the ICW 
stretches over the entirety of the east coast and 
around Florida to Texas.  I also know this project was 
completed over a long span of time so I did some 
research to see what the real story was.  Delving into 
the USACE Archives, I quickly located a very infor-
mative document that provided a thorough history of 
the ICW.  As it turns out, 30 April, 2013 is the 100 
year anniversary of the Congressional approval for 
the purchase of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Ca-
nal.  This is the section of the ICW that extends from 
the locks in Great Bridge to the Albemarle Sound.  
This put the complete control of this section of the 
ICW firmly in the hands of the USACE.  The 1913  
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    Lt/C Rana Weaver, APLt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
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Good day boaters, 
 

The really warm weather is finally here and it is time to 
start planning our next cruise.  Our next event will take 
place at Waterside Marina on 12-14 July .  Touted as the 
Beer and Wine Extravaganza, our cruise co-insides with 
the Summer Beerfest on 12 July 

 
at Town Point Park.  

TGIF, Norfolk’s largest outdoor lifestyle party, enhances 
the evening with Summer Brewfest featuring 25+ craft 
beers, live music and plenty of food vendors available. 

     

 
 

Julie and I are OD’s for this event and are planning a 
fun filled weekend with a jungle safari theme.  We will 
have our weekend plan available at the next general 
meeting 9 July.  But a little hint…there will be both wine 
and craft beer tasting on Saturday (blind) and the winners 
will be voted on by members.  If you have not signed up, 
please make your reservations Contact:  Justin @ 757-
625-3625 or www.watersidemarina.com Cost:  $1.50 per 
ft, 1-30A included, showers / heads available.  There are 
numerous restaurants within walking distance, movie in 
the park on Saturday (free) and the closest hotels Shera-
ton www.sheratonnorfolkwaterside.com , $130 or down 
town Norfolk Marriott www.marriott.com $199.  Hope to 
see you there, I guarantee you; this will be a really fun 
weekend. 
 

Our membership has been growing steadily over the 
past year so because of this great fact, I would like to ex-
plain how to sign up or participate in one of our cruises or 
events.  It is pretty simple really….. 
 

-Check the cruise schedule and decide on what 
cruises / events you would like to be a part of. 

-Sign up on the cruise muster sheet at the meeting or 
email the Admin officer.  This info is used for the 
volunteer OD’s (officer of the day) to plan the 
event. 

-Call the marina or destination and make your own res-
ervation. 

 

AO Article Continued on Page 3 

 

 
 
 

     AdministrativeAdministrative  

        Officer’s ReportOfficer’s Report  
  
      Lt/C Doug FisherLt/C Doug Fisher 
 

 

 The main event coming up is the 2013 Summer Coun-
cil & Rendezvous which will take place on Friday the 9th 
of August through Sunday the 11th of August. This year's 
event will take place at the King's Creek Marina in Cape 
Charles. I hope you have all marked your calendar, sched-
uled time off from work, stopped your mail, filled out your 
registration form, and called King's Creek Marina to book 
a slip or a room. This is guaranteed to be the cruise of the 
season and a real parrot head celebration!!  If you arrive 
on Thursday, you can join other Rendezvous participants 
at a chili and salad dinner. I strongly recommend arrival on 
Thursday because Friday is filled with events that you 
don't want to miss.  Speaking of Friday's events, there will 
be a corn hole tournament (which I am not good at but I 
can surely enjoy a good cocktail while others play). There 
will be a potato cannon competition which we know Jack 
Eure and Donnie Weaver can compete in. Don't forget to 
bring the Aquanet hairspray, it has extra boost!!  There will 
also be a small boat poker run. Ok, ok, not everyone will fit 
on my small boat, so I assume you can use your dinghy if 
you want. Have you ever been to a conch blowing? Well 
neither had I until a couple of years ago. It is realllly 
coooool!!!! So be sure not to miss the conch blowing dem-
onstration/contest. On Friday night there will be a block 
party with food, drinks and dancing (all of my favorites). 
Saturday is another fun filled day of events including the 
corn hole tournament finals (where I can drink another 
couple of cocktails while I watch the fun), the Centennial 
boat parade and a navigation contest (for some). There 
will be a cocktail party Saturday night (which I am sure 
that none of you will be interested in), a southern style 
dinner and the awards ceremony.  Sunday we will tie up 
the weekend with a farewell breakfast and then off to 
home port we will go. Now that I have enticed you to sign 
up, look up the number to the marina and book a slip or 
room today!! 

16TH BOARMAN NATIONAL USPS® YOUTH  
ANNUAL POSTER CONTEST 

 

“100 YEARS OF WEARING IT” 

REMINDER 
This year’s District 5 judging of posters will be at the D/5 
Fall Conference, 22-26 November in Cambridge, MD. En-
tries may be brought to the conference or mailed to D/Lt 
Bea Norris, 6769 Windermere Ct., Allentown PA, 18104, 
no later than 30 September. 

http://www.watersidemarina.com
http://www.sheratonnorfolkwaterside.com
http://www.marriott.com
http://www.festevents.org/mini-site/atandt-summer-brewfest
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    EducationalEducational  

    Officer’s ReportOfficer’s Report  
 

   Lt/C Frank Brown, APLt/C Frank Brown, AP 

Congratulations to Lynn Writtenberry, our newest Sea-
man. Also, Lt/C Frank Brown completed his Passport 
class requirements for Inland Navigator by passing the 
Marine Electrical test. 

Our next classes to start will be Instructor Development 
(11 Jul) and Piloting (17 Sep).  I will be the main instructor 
for Instructor Development and P/C Fletcher Beadles AP 
will be the primary instructor for Piloting. He will have sev-
eral folks helping as we have 9 signed up for that class. 

Congratulations to 1Lt Gene Monroe AP for becoming 
our first IN graded member, with Lt Lanny Horn’s certifica-
tion coming right afterwards.  Gene will be testing soon for 
the District Director for IN Certification and then will be an 
IN-certifier. He will then be able to test our members who 
are seeking the first recognition level of the Boat Operator 
Certification (BOC) program, IN. 

Look for our education session on CPR coming over the 
summer. Susie Writtenberry S is able to get a DVD dis-
playing the proper techniques and P/C Norman Fisher AP 
has the “dolls” to allow us to have hands-on practice. This 
will not be a certification program, just a seminar-type pro-
gram. 

Our survey last meeting identified lots of interest in 
seminar classes so we are working to get dates, times and 
places. I offered the following seminar ideas and the num-
ber following is the number already signing up as inter-
ested in the seminar.  Basic Weather and Forecasting (5); 
Using GPS (6); Boating on Rivers, Lakes and Locks (8); 
Anchoring (10). I you have knowledge in these areas and 
are interested in be the primary instructor, let me know. 

Please remember to let me know of anyone who is in-
teresting in the ABC

3
 Safe Boating Class. They are good 

things to do just after the New Year while folks get ready 
for the boating season. I have about 6 names so far; keep 
them coming. 

Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178 
or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013 
 

 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
Instructor: Frank Brown AP  
Dates TBA   Location: TBD 
Cost is the copying cost of the materials from 
online, approximately $15. 
 

ANCHORING Seminar 
Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP 
Dates and location TBA 

AO Article, Cont’d from Pg 2 
 

-If you are unfamiliar with the marina or destination, 
check out www.marinas.com for aerial views of 
the marina and the approach to better plan your 
arrival.  Additionally, you can ask other members 
who will be traveling to the same destination and 
travel in a team.   

-Set your GPS, get underway from your marina / boatel 
and arrive at the destination marina and have a 
great time. 

-If you cannot bring your boat or your schedule does not 
permit a weekend commitment, you are more than 
welcome to drive to the event just for the day or 
most of our places have lodging available.   

-If you are unsure or uncomfortable with how or what to 
do, please ask.  Our goal is to promote safe boat-
ing while have a good time doing it.  We cannot 
accomplish this goal without your participation. 

 

Piloting 
Instructor: P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 
Dates: 17 Sept.– 12 Nov., 1900-2300 
Location: Main Street Methodist Church, Suffolk 
Cost: $63 class and all materials 
 

CPR Demonstration Seminar 
Coordinator: Susie Writtenberry, S 
Hands-on training 

 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

“Yes, mom, boating safety is impor-
tant, however, a giant floaty is a little 

embarrassing.” 

http://www.marinas.com
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Festivis Cruise and Harbor Fest (and Surprise Birthday Party!) 
7-9 June, Tidewater Yacht Club, Portsmouth VA 

A fun cruise with lots 
to do at Norfolk’s 
Harbor Fest! But we 
had a great time as 
we totally surprised 
Doug with a 50th 
birthday party!!! Julie 
did a fabulous job 
with catered food 
(yummy!), party 
treats and favors 
(loved the boating 
hats!!) and somehow 
managed to keep 
Doug in the dark 
about the whole 
thing, using the Wal-
lace’s boat for 
“storage” 

Though our boats were few in number (bad weather re-
ports kept many away!) but many others drove up for the 
event! And, as usual, the firework Saturday night were 
spectacular! 
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        Safety Officer’sSafety Officer’s  

        ReportReport  
 

    Lt Lanny Horn, AP Lt Lanny Horn, AP   

Hurricane Season Again! 
 

 Summer has finally arrived! Unfortunately with sum-
mer, comes hurricane season.  What is surprising to me is 
the fact we don’t see more information concerning the 
safety of boats and boaters when hurricane season ar-
rives. We need to consider that every year there are many 
new boaters unfamiliar with the danger of hurricanes and 
many people that move into the area who have been boat-
ers for years, but never experienced a hurricane. I don’t 
think the information is published, like it is for homeown-
ers, such as magazines, brochures, etc. with what they 
must do for safety. 

 Last year was a devastating year associated with hurri-
cane Sandy. Imagine what could have happened had 
Sandy come ashore in Hampton Roads.  Being prepared 
to take the necessary action can not only prevent a lot of 
damage to your boat, but also to those around you as well.  
What drives me crazy is when someone says- if it hits, it 
hits; there’s nothing I can do about it. That’s one of the 
reasons why I carry insurance. The problem is if my 
neighbor’s boat breaks loose and damages mine, is that 
fair? 

 In some cases, boaters that have lifts do feel confident 
their boat will be okay in a bad storm. Unfortunately, lifts 
are designed to raise boats out of the water, but in most 
cases aren’t high enough to clear a huge storm surge.  
Also, in many cases, there are no tie downs to prevent 
these boats from blowing away. To sum it up, I believe in 
these cases add lines to secure these boats before the 
storm. 
 Preparation is the most important thing that boaters 

must realize associated with any bad storm. Visualizing 

the effect of high tides and making allowances for it in your 

mooring lines, depending on where your boat is located, is  

a start. Here are some of the things you need to do to be 
prepared, but not necessarily everything. 

-The first decision to be made - where are we going to 
put our boat? If we can take it out or have it hauled 
out and put in a place where trees and other boats 
can’t damage it, this may be the best decision. 

-If you’re close to a snug harbor with a secure holding 
ground and several heavy anchors, you may want 
to move the boat there. If not, study the layout of 
your marina and find a safe place there. 

-Turn your boat in the direction to face the wind and 
waves as much as possible. Set spring lines to re-
sist the forces from the wind. Tie directly to the tall-
est, sturdiest pilings you can find. 

-Double all your dock lines. Allow for extremely high wa-
ter. You may want to find out what the highest wa-
ter level has ever been at your location during a 
bad storm or hurricane.  

-Tie your boat so you can adjust the mooring lines from 
the dock, not from the boat. It’s very difficult to ad-
just lines from the boat when the boat is bouncing 
all about. Prepare for a tide so high that your boat 
cannot go out on a submerged pier at the peak of 
the storm. 

-Put chafing gear on all dock lines. This could be an old 
garden hose that is not brittle slipped over the end 
of the rope, a piece of leather or canvas wrapped 
around the rope where it goes through the deck 
chock. This will prevent the line from wearing 
through during a storm. Chafing of dock lines are 
the greatest danger to your boat. Do not underesti-
mate how fast chafing can destroy your lines. 

-Remove all covers and loose items on deck and put 
them below deck or take them ashore.   

-Remove bimini tops, sails, flags, boat hooks, deck 
chairs and similar items and stow them. There are 
2 purposes for this, preventing damage from flying 
objects and reducing windage.   

-Pump the bilges dry and all through hull fittings, except 
those that drain the cockpit. 

 -Shut off the fuel supply. 
-Remove any loose items such as lamps and vases from 

surfaces in the cabin. 
After making your boat secure, check the ones around 

you. If you see any 
danger associated 
with those boats, if 
possible, call the 
owner.  f necessary, 
add dock lines to 
neglected vessels to 
protect your own.   

Finally, time to go 
home. Do not stay 
aboard. No boat is 
worth your life. 

 

Partial credit given 
to Tom Dove 

through the ABA 
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BOAT OPERATOR CERTIFICATION (BOC)  
Friday (9 Aug) 0900-1700 Saturday (10 Aug) 0900-1500  
On-The-Water IN Certification / Specifics to be Posted at Reg-
istration Area  
D/5 Contact - DEO D/Lt/C William J. McManimen, III, SN 215-
205-7160 or wmcmanimen@comcast.net  
D/27 Contact - DEO D/Lt/C Clay Helm, SN 252-955-9905 or 
canalgal2@gmail.com  
Dress Code  
Thursday-Sunday — Appropriate Boating Attire  
Flag Raising Ceremony  
Uniform D or E or for those w/o Uniforms Recommended 
White USPS/Squadron Shirt, White or Cream  
Slacks/Shorts, White Cap, White Shoes/Sneakers, White or No 
Socks  
Golf Carts Available for Rent from Marina Office  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
8 August 2013 — Thursday  
1500-1800 Chesapeake Bay & DelMarVa Cruises Ar-
rive Marina Slips  
1500-1800 Registration & Raffle Ticket Sales Tent  
1800-2100 Open House at D/5 for Chili & Salad and 
D/27 for Dessert Condos  
OR Dinner on Your Own (Boat/House-Hopping) Ma-
rina  
9 August 2013 — Friday  
0800-1600 Registration & Raffle Ticket Sales Tent  
0900-1200 Kids Games Tent Area  
0900-1700 BOC IN Certification On-the-Water  
1030-1100 Choose Your Team & Sign-Up for Tourna-
ments & Competition Tent  
1100-1200 Corn Hole Tournament Begins Field Next 
to Aqua  
1300-1400 Potato Cannon Competition Field Next to 
Aqua  
1330-1530 Small Boat Poker Run On-the-Water  
1400-1500 Navigation Contest Captain Meeting Tent  
1500-1600 Centennial Boat Parade Captains Meeting 
Tent  
1530-1700 Stroll Main Street Cape Charles  
1600-1700 Ask the Doctor – Mature Boaters’ Eyes / 
Here’s Lookin’ at You Kid Tent  
1700-1730 Conch Blowing Demo / Contest Tent  
1730-1800 Jewish Services Cabana Room in Aqua  
1800-2100 Block Party – Food, Drink & Dancing Tent  
10 August 2013 — Saturday  
0800-1200 Registration & Raffle Ticket Sales Tent  
0800-0815 National, District, Squadron Officers As-
semble Flag Pole  
0815-0900 Flag Raising and Squadron Centennial 
Ribbons Ceremony – Flag Pole  
P/C/C Marshburn & P/D/C Selden Emcee 0900-1200 
Kids Games Tent Area 0900-1500 BOC IN Certifica-
tion On-the-Water  
0900-1000 D/5 Summer Council Meeting Tent  
1000-1100 Navigation Contest Meeting – Observers 
Assigned Tent  
1100-1200 Centennial Boat Parade Meeting – Order 
Assigned Tent  
1200-1500 Navigation Contest On-the-Water  
1230-1430 Stroll Main Street Cape Charles  
1330-1430 Corn Hole Tournament Finals Field Next to 
Aqua  
1500-1600 Centennial Boat Parade Beach Viewing 
Area  
1600-1630 Catholic Services Former Shops Building  
1600-1630 Protestant Services Former Shops Build-
ing  
1700-1800 District 5 & 27 Cdrs Cocktail Party Prome-
nade Dock  
1800-2100 Southern Style Dinner / Awards Ceremony 
– Tent  
PDCs Simkins & McCurry Emcee  
11 August 2013 — Sunday  
0700-0900 Pitch-In Farewell Breakfast / Depart for 
Home Port / Continue Cruising Tent  

Rendezvous Registration Form on Page 7 of this issue! 
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CROSSING PATHS REUNION  
 

USPS Districts 5 and 27  
2013 Summer Rendezvous  

Kings Creek Marina  
Cape Charles, Virginia  

9-11 August 2013  
 

REGISTRATION FORM – PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR SUB-
MISSION IS FRIDAY 26 JULY  

 
 

Rank_________________ 
Name______________________________________________Grade__________ 
 CONTACT INFO  
ADDRESS_____________________________________________ CITY____________________________ 
STATE__________ ZIP__________  
PHONE_____________________________________E-MAIL_____________________________________ 
SQUADRON____________________________________________________________________________  
  

SPOUSE/OTHER ATTENDEES  
Rank_____________Name_______________________________________________Grade____________  
Rank_____________Name_______________________________________________Grade____________  
Children Attending #__________ Ages______________________________________ (for kids activities) 
  
ACTIVITIES SELECTIONS  
 

Activity Fee (Required Per Person)* (Children 12 Yrs & Younger FREE) #_____ @ $14.00 $__________  
 

Poker Run – Friday (Per Boat)*                   #_____ @ $10.00 $__________  
 

Friday Night Block Party (Per Adult)                 #_____ @ $26.00 $__________  
(Per Child 12 Yrs and Younger)                   #_____ @ $11.00 $__________  
Sliced Flank Steak with Silver Dollar Rolls, Curried Chicken Salad, Hamburger Slider Bar with Assorted Con-
diments, Hot Dogs, Mixed Green Salad, Traditional Potato Salad, Greek Pasta Salad, Watermelon  
 

Navigation Contest – Saturday (Per Boat)*            #_____ @ $20.00 $_________ 
 

Centennial Boat Parade – Saturday (Per Boat)*          #_____ @ $5.00 $__________  
 

Saturday Night Southern Style Award Dinner (Per Adult)       #_____ @ $31.00 $_________  
(Per Child 12 Yrs and Younger)                #_____ @ $13.00 $__________  
Pulled BBQ Chicken with Sauce and Rolls, Mixed Vegetables, Baked Beans, Corn on the Cob, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Caprese Salad, Cole Slaw, Individual Chocolate Mouse and Lemon Bars  
 

Sunday Morning Pitch-In Farewell Breakfast (Per Adult) #_____ @$8.00 $__________  
(Children 12 Yrs and Younger FREE)  
Coffee, Assorted Juices, Muffins, Breakfast Pastries. Please bring a dish to share.  

Covers event facility add-on rentals (e.g., tent, tables, chairs, staging), set-up, and staffing; contestant 
awards; special activity materials; out-of-pocket expenses; and related production costs.  

 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $__________________  

 
Please make your check payable to: “2013 USPS Summer Rendezvous”  

 

SEND NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 26 JULY TO: Mary Fisher  
1485 Cherry Grove Rd. North  

Suffolk, VA 23432  
(757-255-4759 or nmfisher@charter.net)  



 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following month’s 
issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our 
members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members 
& member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron 
(NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, S 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Matt Schulze, P 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Asst Educational Officer  1Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Doug Fisher 
   Secretary        Lt/C Kim Schulze, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN 

 

9 July        Monthly Squadron Meeting 
         George’s Steak House, Suffolk, VA  
 

13-15 July      Beer and Wine Pier Extravaganza 
         (Summer Brewfest/Beerfest in Portsmouth & Norfolk!) 
         Waterside Marina, Norfolk. VA 
 
 

3-16 August     District 5 and 27 Crossing Paths Reunion/Rendezvous 
         at King’s Creek Marina 
         Cape Charles, VA 
         (see pages 6 & 7 for details) 


