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Cdr Matt Schulze, P

Dare I say that it looks like the warm weather is finally
here to stay? I said that last month only to attend the
“Cinco de Mayo” cruise to Smithfield Station, where we
froze. Well, maybe not froze, but the wind and cool temperatures forced us to move the weekend activities indoors. Despite the weather, the trip was very well attended
and a great success. P/C Lin, AP and Cheryl Hanbury
were ODs and did a great job, as always.
The cruising season has started off with small craft advisories over the first two (2) cruises. On Friday, 3 May,
over the Smithfield cruise there were 3 to 5 foot waves in
the Bay between Craney Island and the Monitor Merrimac
Bridge Tunnel. It was a sloppy ride, but at least the wind
was coming out of the northeast and was on the stern for
most of the rough section. Everyone who braved the
weather made the trip safely and returned to their respective ports without incident. Hopefully, we have gotten the
“iffy” cruise weather out of our system for the season and
it will be smooth sailing from here on out.
Speaking of which, the next cruise to Tidewater Yacht
for Harborfest is 7 June, so go ahead and make your reservations. The July cruise is to Waterside Marina on 12
July for the beer festival. Hope everyone can make it.
Our VSC banner campaign is going well and has resulted in many additional successful safety checks or attempted passes this season. Again, I want to thank those
VSC’ers willing to donate their cruise time in order to complete these inspections. A group from the squadron also
attended the swap meet at Ocean Marina on a rainy Saturday, 11 May and despite the weather, signed up an additional dozen or so vessel checks. Word is that Ocean
Marine is thinking of doing this several times a year, so we

may have the opportunity to participate again. Many
thanks to all those who attended this event and provided
support.
I know October is a long way away, but while everyone
is doing their spring cleaning, remember to start a pile of
donations for the Annual Auction. I’d like to get a head
start on collecting auction items this year. Collecting items
now will allow time for us to group items more appropriately and provide better descriptions for our auctioneers.
Let someone on the bridge know if you have items and we
can make arrangements to have them dropped off or
picked up.
Hopefully, everyone has their spring boat cleaning and
annual maintenance lists under control by now. I say under control because we never really finish these lists, do
we? Kim and I still have much to do, but I am ready to shift
focus from maintenance to the reasons we got the boat in
the first place. Relaxation and fun. With that in mind, I
have turned my attention to getting the fishing gear in order. I don’t know what’s biting right now, but it doesn’t matter so long as something is biting. I know there are a few
fishermen in the squadron as I have had the pleasure of
fishing with some of them and hope to be able to do so
again.
Ode to the Fisherman
Lo, the fisherman,
Mighty are his preparations.
He riseth early and goes forth,
Full of great expectations.
He returneth late,
Smelling of strong drink,
And the truth is not in him.
- Anonymous
That’s all for this month. Be safe, and see you on the
docks.
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Officer’s Report

Administrative
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Lt/C Rana Weaver, P

Lt/C Doug Fisher

The United Safe Boating Institute (USBI) is funded by a
U.S. Coast Guard non-profit grant. It is an alliance that
includes USPS, USCG Auxiliary, Canadian Power and
Sail Squadrons, American Red Cross, American Canoe
Association and U. S. Sailing. USBI has created a program to collect and record information that could help to
reduce the amount of injuries and fatalities on the water.
In February 2012 the Vessel Safety Check program began
collecting data about why boats fail vessel safety exams.
The information is given to USBI but currently there is not
enough information to make any real conclusions. This
program has revealed that USCG Auxiliary catch navigation lights and visual distress signal errors more often than
USPS® examiners. USPS® examiners fail the majority of
boats for fire extinguishers. There has been no improvement in the last 14 years in boating fatality statistics and
there has been a similar trend in boating accidents and
injuries. In the last 14 years boating fatality statistics show
that there have been between 672 and 758 deaths each
year.
In 2011 there were 758 boating fatalities which
have been the most fatalities since 1998 which had 815.
Hopefully the data collected by this program could really
help give us direction in the future as to where our education focus needs to be.
USPS® and the USCG Auxiliary are working together
to keep boats safe on the water. The USCG Auxiliary has
a program called “I Want A VSC”. Each Monday USPS
sends the list of qualified vessel safety examiners to the
USCG Auxiliary which currently includes approximately
1,737 names. They match up requests by location.
Through this program USPS® examiners get relayed as
many or more vessel safety check requests as USCG
Auxiliary. If you are a qualified vessel safety examiner
make sure your contact information is current in DB2000
and watch your email for VSC requests.
USPS is offering 100th Anniversary Commemorative
lapel pins. Order yours today from www.shopusps.org.
Hope to see you on the water soon! Be Safe!
“I am a citizen of the most beautiful nation on earth. A nation whose laws are harsh yet simple, a nation that never
cheats, which is immense and without borders, where life
is lived in the present. In this limitless nation, this nation of
wind, light, and peace, there is no other ruler besides the
sea."
"You do not ask a tame seagull why it needs to disappear
from time to time toward the open sea. It goes, that's all."
- Bernard Moitessier
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Good
Day
Boaters.
The
weather
is
quickly changing
and soon we will
need to clean
those sea strainers of ingested
jelly fish (causing
your a/c to shut
down in the middle of the night of
course) and with the celebration of Memorial Day this
weekend we can be assured the heat is just around the
corner. Speaking of heat, our next cruise is just around
the corner, taking place on 7-9 June at Tidewater Yacht
agency in Portsmouth. This is the Festivis cruise as it
coincides with Harbor Fest across the water in Norfolk.
As of this writing there are 4 boats and 4 land arrivals
signed up and if you are interested there is plenty of time
to get in the swing. If you are not one for the big crowds,
Tidewater Yacht will have live bands, cookouts and several other low key things to do over the weekend http://
www.tyamarina.com and of course the all new 757 Crave
restaurant is open on site and serve fantastic food for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. So come on down and join
us for free. Brenda and Bob Wallace are the OD’s and
have a great weekend planned. The schedule of events
will be e-mailed to all hands once finalized. Some highlights of Harbor Fest are below and more information can
be found at http://www.festevents.org/home At the very
least, come join us on the pier for docktails and fireworks
on Saturday 8 June at 2130 (930 pm).
Friday 7June
2013. The
spectacular Harborfest Parade
of Sail, under
the direction of
the Virginia Pilots Association,
will enter the
Downtown Norfolk Harbor on
Friday, 7 June
at 1200. Following tradition, this impressive fleet will include tall ships, character vessels, sleek power cruisers,
sailing craft, antique and classic wooden boats, military
AO’s Report, Cont’d. on Pg. 7
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USPS® Member Benefits Corner

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
We concluded our Spring Safe Boating Classes with a
class for 21 at Bacon’s Castle Baptist Church near Surry,
VA. ASEO Gene Monroe AP and I handled the one-day
class and all successfully passed the test. We hope to
return to the Surry area next year with another opportunity.
Congratulations to Deb Henry, Grace Brown, Kirk Troen
and Susie Writtenberry as they add the letter “S” behind
their names as our newest graduates of the Seamanship
Class.
We will begin our Instructor Development class now and
continue to work on the requirements for the first recognition level of the Boat Operator Certification (BOC) program, that being the Inland Navigator (IN). See separate
article describing the requirements to be an IN Candidate.
After completing the requirements described, you must
then pass the On-The-Water (OTW) skills. We currently
two members eligible as an IN Candidate, with two others
just one credit each away from eligibility.
Look for our education session on CPR coming over the
summer. Susie Writtenberry, S is able to get a DVD displaying the proper techniques and P/C Norman Fisher AP
has the “dolls” to allow us to have hands-on practice. This
will not be a certification program, just a seminar program.
We hope to have several seminars this summer, mostly
ones of interest to all and also ones that will support our
effort in the IN program.
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178
or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com.

Welcome to Member Benefits. Here you will find information on special benefits you receive for being a member
of USPS®. Fraternal, Education, Civic Service - we have it
all! Our many benefits are a plus! An overview listing of all
our benefits with links to description pages can be found
from the pull down menu above. You may also click on the
icons on the USPS® website for more benefit details.
Your certificate number is your ticket to real savings!
USPS members receive a 5% group
discount on a VPI pet insurance policy.
Plus, owners of multiple pets are entitled to receive additional discounts!
Click on logo at the website,

Marriott for Groups - Hotel and
Conference rooms at a discounted rate for your Squadron or District events
USPS® Vacation Center offers exclusive discounts for all your travel needs
including tours, car rentals, vacation
packages, and hotels.

Special Group rates and discounts with Metlife Auto &
Home Insurance

Prescription Savings Card
- Save up to 55% on
every prescription you fill!

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructor: Frank Brown AP
Dates TBA Location: TBD
Cost is the copying cost of the materials from
online, approximately $15.

Medical & travel assistance memberships to protect you and your
family while traveling anywhere
around the globe

ANCHORING Seminar
Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
Dates and location TBA
CPR Demonstration Seminar
Coordinator: Susie Writtenberry,S
Hands-on training

More Opportunities for Members Get involved in our Civic Service,
Educational, Youth and Fraternal
Programs and have Fun!

Put education and fun on your calendar
"Cruising has two pleasures. One is to go out in wider waters from a sheltered place. The other is to go into a sheltered place from wider waters."
- Howard Bloomfield
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"When I forget how talented God is, I look to the sea."
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-Whoopi Goldberg
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Cinco de Mayo Cruise (also dubbed “The Winter Cruise”!!)
3-5 May, Smithfield Station, Smithfield Virginia
Cold wind, squalls and
strong currents didn’t keep
Nansemond River Power
Sqaudron away from Smithfield Station and the annual
Cinco de Mayo Cruise! One
by one the boats came, 11 in
all, and braved the winter-like
weather, docking their boats
under adverse conditions! But
we did come in droves, by
boat and by car, to enjoy the
second cruise of our boating
season. Cinco de Mayo invokes images of warm Mexican weather, but that was not
the case for us! But party
hearty we were...and we did!
The Hanbury’s were exceptional OD’s for the weekend and were not to be outdone! Though the weather
kept us from our dock party,
we quickly moved inside
(thanks to some brilliant negotiations, we were able to use
the Station’s Conference
Room!) So inside we came,
with a food spread of succulent Mexican fare, spicy
enough to keep us all warm!
And if that didn’t do the trick,
there were Marguaritas and
Sangria punch!! Comical were
the black stick-in mustaches
(see P/C Mark Presson, P at
right, overdoing it a bit!)
There were Mexican hats (and
Mexican hat clips!!), blow-up cactus and peppers
(great fun was had in watching Lt/C Doug Fisher get
the air back out again!!)
And then there were our special guests...The
Weavers brought their Basset hound pups (on the
boat no less) and there was much in-fighting over
the holding of those sweeties (see Comannder’s
wife at left!)
And all the while, our Nansemond River Power
Squadron banner flew proudly over the dock and
pier, letting all who came know that we were there.
Sadly, as the evening progressed, the temperatures dropped...and for the first time I can remember...there was no “till all hours” dock party! Everyone seemed to slink back to their toasty boats (and
toasty rooms!) to call it an evening!

Nansemond Light

Page 4

June 2013

Cinco de Mayo Cruise and Kentucky Derby Day Festivities!
3-5 May, Smithfield Station, Smithfield Virginia
Saturday morning dawned
a bit better, a little warmer and
less windy! Our brunch was
moved into the Lighthouse
(thanks to Kirk Troen, S and
Denise for sharing their
space!) A tremendous amount
of scrumptious dishes were
brought in, and quickly consumed (along with a bit of “the
hair of the dog…”).
Then there was a changing
of the guards, or in our case,
a changing of the Lighthouse
room renters! Thanks to the
Eures, we were able to have
our Kentucky Derby party in
the same room!
The ladies gathered early,
and creativity ran rampant as
we all fashioned gorgeous
(and quite unique!) hats to
wear while watching the
Derby! Participants than drew
horses’ names and the pool
began!

Dinner Saturday night was at Smithfield
Station! And then the day was done, with
a nice sunset on the chilly Pagan River!
Anxiously we all watched the
race...and when the dust settled the
Derby had their winners...and so did
we! The winner was picked by Betty
Sue Burris, P, P/C Mary Fisher, AP
had the second place horse, and in
third place was Sandy Krise. And special thanks to the Wallace’s and the
Doug Fisher’s for supplying us with all
the fixin’s for Mint Julips (complete
with fresh mint!). After a few of those,
we didn’t care if our horses won or
not!!!
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The Basics of Inland Navigator

Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Lanny Horn, AP

The Importance of
ABC3 Safe Boating Courses
I think it’s very important for those of us who own boats
to recognize there is always a possibility of being involved
in an accident with our boat. To improve the chances we
aren’t involved in an accident on the water, taking a safe
boating course can certainly help us make the right decisions.
As I read some of the information pertaining to the accidents that occurred in recreational boats last year, I
found there were 4,515 boating accidents in the United
States and its territories and believe it or not, there were
651 lives lost. When you look at these statistics and realize over 3,000 people were injured, it really makes you
stop and think (what can we do to help reduce these numbers?). The unfortunate thing is 71% of the fatal accident
victims drowned and 84% of those were not wearing life
jackets. Seven out of every 10 boaters who drowned
were in boats less than 21 feet in length. The ABC3 safe
boating class stresses the importance of wearing life jackets.
Most of us like to have an alcoholic drink once in a
while. We must make sure we take the responsibility seriously, when having a drink, not to operate our boat. Alcohol is the leading contributor in fatal boating accidents and
was also listed as a leading factor in 17% of deaths. Surprisingly, a blood alcohol level of 0.10 can be attained by
some of us with just 1-3 beers. In the end, people with an
alcohol level of 0.10 are 10 times more likely to be killed in
a boating accident than a sober boater.
In addition to drinking, there are many other contributors to boating accidents. Some of those factors are operator inattention, operator inexperience, excessive
speed, and other improper operation, improper lookout,
poor vision, faulty equipment, inadequate safety systems
and devices, limited or inaccurate local knowledge, and
ignorance of the basic rules of the waterway.
As I reviewed this information, again it reminded me of
the importance of safety and the Nansemond River Power
Squadron’s involvement. With our educational programs
and the safety we can help teach to boaters, I’m sure that
now and in the future we can help prevent some of these
recreational boating accidents.
Remember, before you hit the water, check your boat,
equipment, lifejackets, first aid equipment, and check the
weather. Last, but not least, don’t drink and drive!
Statistics provided by ABA
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The Inland Navigator recognition is part of the Basic
Operator Certication program. To earn this recognition,
you must complete the following Courses and Seminars,
then display a proficiency in two skills
The Course and Seminar completions are maintained
in the DB2000 database that is maintained for all members of the Nansemond River Power Squadron. Each person who wishes to earn the IN designation must purchase
the educational materials and an associated “Passport”
which shows the elements successfully completed.
The courses you must have completed (either the specific class or an alternate course which covers the same
material) include:
NASBLA approved safe boating course (this requirement will be removed soon.)
Seamanship (or S 101 and S 102)
Engine Maintenance (EM)
Marine Electronics or Marine Electrical Systems or ME
101
The Seminars you must complete (or alternate credit) include:
How to Use a Chart (CHT) (or Piloting, Chart Smart, or
Boating courses)
Basic Weather and Forecasting (BWF) or Onboard
Weather Forecasting (OBWF) (or Weather course or
Weather Modules)
Using GPS (GPS) (or the new P or AP course)
VHF Radio and VHF/DSC Marine Radio (or ME 102 or
Marine Communications Systems)
Finally, you must accomplish the following hands on skills.
BPH - Basic Powerboat Handling skill demonstration or
US Sailing Safe Powerboat Handling on-the-water program (OTW).
FE - Use of Fire Extinguishers (we work with the Suffolk Fire Department to accomplish this requirement
The OTW skills test consists of 27 skills you must
demonstrate. These include the following (not all of them,
just an example)
*Determine Wind & Current Direction
*Point out Navaids
*Board a Boat
*Systems, Equipment and Starting Checks
*Leave a Dock or Slip
*Return to a Dock or Slip
*Back a Boat
*Pivot Turn
*Low Speed Turns / Collision Avoidance
*High Speed Stop
*Slalom Astern
*Anchor a Boat
*Knots (6 components)
We will be working
with the Regional Directors assigned by the
USPS® to certifier one
of our members to become an IN Certifier.
Currently we have about
12 members who are
working with the guidelines of the program.
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AO’s Report, Cont’d. from Pg. 2
vessels, tugs and more! Thousands of onlookers stationed
at vantage points along the Elizabeth River will be able to
witness this expansive fleet as it dances down the river
towards Town Point Park.

NRPA River & Creek Fest
Saturday, 1 June, 930-1200
Bennetts Creek Park, Suffolk

Fun and exciting interactive Exhibits featuring: River
"Critters and Friends", Suffolk Wetlands, Rain Barrels,
Rain Garden and Native Plants
Experiment with the NRPA water quality sampling instruments.
Explore the Suffolk Historic Water Trail Map and learn
about the City of Suffolk plans for kayak and canoe launch
sites and much more!!
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
Suffolk River Heritage (History of Suffolk Rivers and
Creeks)
City of Suffolk Department of Parks and Recreation
Suffolk Master Garden, Izaak Walton
League
Smithfield Gardens
Mike's Rain Barrels, Virginia Master
Naturalists
Virginia Living Museum
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Report shows lowest number of fatalities on
record, overall drop in accidents and injuries
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coast Guard released its
2012 Recreational Boating Statistics Monday, revealing
that boating fatalities that year totaled 651, the lowest
number of boating fatalities on record.
From 2011 to 2012, deaths in boating-related accidents
decreased from 758 to 651, a 14.1 percent decrease; injuries decreased from 3,081 to 3,000, a 2.6 percent reduction; and the total reported recreational boating accidents
decreased from 4,588 to 4,515, a 1.6 percent decrease.
The fatality rate for 2012 of 5.4 deaths per 100,000
registered recreational vessels reflected a 12.9 percent
decrease from the previous year's rate of 6.2 deaths per
100,000 registered recreational vessels. Property damage
totaled approximately $38 million.
"We're very pleased that casualties are lower, and
thank our partners for their hard work over the past year,"
said Capt. Paul Thomas, director of Inspections and Compliance at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters. "We will continue to stress the importance of life jacket wear, boating
education courses and sober boating."
The report states alcohol use was the leading contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it was listed as the
leading factor in 1.7 percent of the deaths. Operator inattention, operator inexperience, improper lookout, machinery failure and excessive speed ranked as the top five primary contributing factors in accidents.

Fireworks Spectacular!
Saturday 8 June 2013 at 930
The biggest and best fireworks
show on the East Coast! The
Fireworks show at Norfolk Harborfest® is one of the largest
pyrotechnical shows on the East
Coast. Be prepared for the unexpected as the sky is filled with an
explosive display of light and is
synchronized to a musical score
not to be missed. The show is
scheduled for Saturday night at
9:30 pm and fired from a barge
on the Elizabeth River
http://www.festevents.org/home

Participating organizations include:

U.S. Coast Guard Releases 2012
Recreational Boating Statistics Report

Almost 71 percent of all fatal boating accident victims
drowned, with 84 percent of those victims not reported as
wearing a life jacket (462 drowned, 388 not wearing life
jacket.) Approximately 14 percent of deaths occurred on
vessels where the operator had received boating safety
instruction. The most common types of vessels involved in
reported accidents were open motorboats, personal watercraft and cabin motorboats.
The Coast Guard reminds all boaters to boat responsibly while on the water: wear a life jacket, take a boating
safety course, get a free vessel safety check and avoid
alcohol consumption.
For more information on boating responsibly, go to
http://www.uscgboating.org/.
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
1 June

Save the Bay Day and NRPA River & Creek Fest
Bennetts Creek Park, Suffolk VA

11 June

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House, Suffolk, VAA

7-9 June

Festivis Cruise and Harbour Fest
Tidewater Yacht, Portsmouth VA

3-16 August

D5 District Cruise
(see website for details)
Publisher’s Statement

2012-2013 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Ass’t Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
1st Lt Gene Monroe, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Kim Schulze, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Lanny Horn, AP

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, S
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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