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taught them. I’m thankful of all the fun that was had
in the last year. I’m thankful I didn’t drive the Squadron into the ground. Finally I’m thankful this is my last
article. Friends always!
"Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.
Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat and drink
beer all day."
-Alex Blackwell

Cdr Mark Presson, P

WOW, has a year gone by already? It seams not
so long ago I was gearing up for Change of Watch
and becoming Commander of the Nansemond River
Power Squadron. Where does the time go? The last
couple warm days have really wet my whistle for a
new boating season.
Like everyone else I have been pulling out the to do
list on the boat. Sadly mine always out weighs my
wallet. But with the spirit of a boater I always pull out
my tools, gather all the pieces and parts, and dive in
head first. For better or worse the boat always make
me feel better. New to my list is Ashtyn proofing
Sweet Virginia! How’s that for a task.
I have enjoyed serving the power squadron this
past year. Looking back I would of liked to have had
more time to devote to my duties. There is never
enough hours in the day. Needless to say I have left
a lot on the plate for Matt. There is so much to do to
keep a club like ours running. It was a eye opener
for me to see the effort it takes to keep this moving.
I would like to encourage everyone to get involved.
The more people contribute the easier the job. I
have to say I have new respect for all of those before me.
In closing I’m thankful to have had the experience. I’m thankful for all the help I received and all
the people who offered it. I’m thankful for all the
things I’ve learned this year and the teachers who

"Collision Course. 1. The approved method of approaching another boat closely enough to determine who has
right of way and to attempt evasive maneuvers if it does
not. 2. A collision course can degenerate into what on
land, with cars, is called chicken, and is not to be attempted by the faint-hearted, who should choose an alternate course."
-David O'Neal: The Sailor's Hornbook or abc
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Administrative
Officer’s Report

Executive
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP

Lt/C Matt Schulze, P
Here is a guide from The Virginian-Pilot to boating destinations in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, and heading
south: Marinas that take transient boaters, tips on where
to get supplies, a good meal and a few adventures within
walking distance. Call ahead, either by phone or on Channel 16, for slip availability and directions.

VIRGINIA BEACH
Rudee Inlet, at the southern end of the resort strip, has
dockside dining and several marinas with many services
for transient boaters:
Fisherman's Wharf Marina, (757) 428-2111,
Rudee Inlet Station Marina, (757) 422-2999,
Virginia Beach Fishing Center, (757) 491-8000,
Lynnhaven Inlet Past the 35-foot high bridge into the inlet
are two full-service marinas with numerous amenities for
boaters:
Long Bay Pointe has a fitness center, salon and spa, dinner cruises and two restaurants: One Fish, Two Fish and
the more casual La Marienella. (757) 321-4550,
The Marina at Marina Shores on Long Creek has a pool
and two restaurants, Kokamos and Surf Rider Grille (757)
496-7000,
NORFOLK
Waterside Marina Dodge the Elizabeth River barges and
cruise ships to dock at Waterside. The Half Moone Cruise
and Celebration Center hosts giant cruise ships and, now,
smaller boaters to the 16-slip Nauticus Marina.
Little Creek marinas
Little Creek Marina caters to the fishing and powerboat
set. (757) 362-3600.
Bay Point Marina hosts the sailboat and live-aboard
crowd. (757) 362-8432, Taylor's Landing Marina has Surf
Rider Restaurant, tiki bar and ship's store. (757) 587
8000,
EO article continued on Pg 6
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Well if you haven’t signed up for the Change of
Watch it is sadly too late. If you did sign up, I hope
you are getting geared up for a good time. Our
Change of Watch is one of the few events that the
NRPS has where we actually halfway dress up. So
shine up your shoes and get ready for a night of
good spirits, great food, and fun stories (okay some
may be tall tales).
Spring is almost here! Now is the time to start
getting your boat ready for the cruising season. Our
first cruise is less than one month away. Wow, did
you hear me? Our first cruise is less than one month
away. Yahoo!! Our Spring Break Cruise (aka
boater’s gone wild) will take place at Hampton City
Piers 12-14 April. It is guaranteed to be a weekend
filled with a few of our favorite things, great food and
lots of fun! Sign up today by calling Doug Fisher at
home 539-2763 or cell 334-5505, and don’t forget to
call Jake at Hampton City Piers 727-1276 to make a
slip reservation.
If we don’t see you at the Change of Watch we
will assume that you are at your boat shining it up for
the Spring Break Cruise! See you soon!

Reporting Boating Accidents
Federal law requires the operator – or owner, if
the operator is deceased or unable to make the report – to file a boating accident report with the State
reporting authority when, as a result of an occurrence that involves a boat or its equipment:
A person dies
A person disappears from the vessel under circumstances that indicate death or injury
A person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid
Damage to vessels and other property totals
$2,000 (lower amounts in some states and territories) or more
The boat is destroyed.
You can help the Coast Guard and its boating
safety partners to save lives by understanding and
complying with this requirement.
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ANCHORING Seminar
Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
Dates and location TBA

Educational
Officer’s Report

Put education and fun on your calendar

Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
As we come to that period just before we starting our
cruising program, we continue with our in-house education
programs and plan on Safe Boating classes. Marine Electrical class is coming to an end, with the end of class test
set just before our Change of Watch. Seamanship is about
1/3 of the way through it’s program. See notice of our next
two ABC3 Safe Boating classes and support them by
sharing the information to all who need it.
After the Change of Watch, we’ll start our Instructor Development class as the new textbook is now available
online.) We want to have a CPR program presented and
this summer we plan to do the Anchoring seminar.
Look for an Education-oriented Survey to be coming out
in early April, helping us determine which seminars NRPS
might have interest in doing.
Thanks to Doug and Julie Fisher for joining me at the
District 5 training for Squadron officers. We had a good
time and enjoyed interacting with our fellow boater. We
need to arrange to have Operations Training for our officers to ensure continued success for NRPS.
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178
or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com.

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013
SEAMANSHIP
February-April
Being held Sunday afternoons,
Faith Lutheran Church
ABC3 SAFE BOATING CLASS
Instructors: Frank Brown AP, et al
Dates: 30 March—6 April at Chuckatuck Fire
Station
0900—1400 each class, Test on 6 April.
Cost: $30
Coordinator: F. Brown, with many instructors

Bills Introduced in Congress to
Block the Sale of E15:
Two U.S. Senators have introduced legislation that
seeks to block the sale of E15 ethanol. Senators Roger
Wicker (R-Miss.) and David Vitter (R-La.) introduced legislation last week to block an increase in the amount of
ethanol that can be blended with gasoline, according to
the
National
Marine
Manufacturers
Association
(NMMA). A similar bill will be introduced in the House by
Rep. Sensenbrenner. The bill would overturn Environmental Protection Agency waivers that allowed sales of
gasoline containing 15% ethanol, or E15. The higher
blend of ethanol has been found to cause engine damage,
reduce fuel efficiency and contribute to higher corn prices
and rising food costs for American consumers. The NMMA
has long been opposed to the introduction of E15 into the
marketplace. The results of research have continued to
show the devastating effects that E15 can have on marine
engines.
E15 Decision Appealed to US Supreme Court:
The U.S. Supreme Court may have a chance to weigh
in on the E15 dispute as reported by Boating Industry. The American Petroleum Institute and other groups
have petitioned the Court, seeking to overturn the U.S.
Court of Appeals ruling upholding the use of 15-percent
ethanol blends. There is no guarantee the Court will
agree to hear the case though. The Court receives approximately 10,000 petitions for a writ of certiorari each
year and grants and hears oral arguments in about 75 to
80 cases. The NMMA – and other marine industry groups
– has also fought the Environmental Protection Agency’s
2011 decision to approve E15, citing the damage it can do
to small engines. Although NMMA has been involved in
earlier litigation on E15, the group is not part of the current
appeal and is still reviewing its options. NMMA has until
April 15 to make the request to the Supreme Court.

Dates: 20 & 27 April at Warwick Yacht Club,
Hampton
0900—1400 each class, Test on 27 April.
Cost: $30:
Coordinator: F. Brown, with many instructors
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructor: Frank Brown AP
Dates TBA Location: TBD
Cost is the copying cost of the materials from
online, approximately $15.
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Message from our D5 Commander...
Hello everyone,
With just four days until the room reservation deadline
and three weeks until the conference registration deadline,
here are recent updates to the schedule of events for the
D/5 Annual Meeting & Spring Conference that might interest you.http://www.uspsd5.org/
events/2013/2013_Spring_Conf_Web_sched.pdf
Looking for some educational content? There are no
TWO seminars available on Friday afternoon.
1330-1500: DB2000/Information Center Seminar. Learn to
use basic USPS database software and preview new webbased tools for tablets and smart-phones. Valuable to all
Squadron leaders.
1500-1630: HQ-800 Hands-on Workshop - This seminar is
a must for any D/5 Educational Team Member involved
with scheduling, presenting, or reporting Squadron educational activities.
Check back frequently as we expect to be adding other
items such as committee meetings, seminars, and special
sessions.
A few folks have told me they are concerned about
being stuck in chairs for extended periods on Saturday. In
actuality, we have convenient breaks scheduled through
the day. Please look again and you will see there are the
following:
1000-1030: Networking Break, FREE Coffee available
1200-1330: Lunch and Awards Presentations (plus photos) in the Exhibit Hall
1500-1530: Networking Break
Of course, if you need to take more frequent breaks,
please feel free to do so.

Fellow Boaters,
Spring is right around the corner, I can feel it in my dual
ford 460’s. I know they are itching to be started and drink
up some $4 a gallon gas.
Attached is the cruise schedule for our 2013 boating
season. I published a hard copy at the last meeting and
promised I would email it out so you may utilize the links
emended in the document from your computer. For those
who do not desire to bring their boat to an event, I have
included the closest hotels at each destination with associated prices. I am sure the price per room will be much
different by the summer, the prices I included were based
on booking a room in January.
I received Officer of the Day (OD) volunteers for every
cruise except for Festivis (Harbor Fest) at Tidewater
Yacht, so if you have a yearning for planning a weekend
for a bunch of boaters please let me know. This one
should be fairly easy as Tide water yacht will have a live
band on their pool deck each day of the weekend and
most folks will take the ferry over to Town Point Park for
the weekend.
If you have any suggestions for events or day cruises,
please let me know. Hope you see you and the Change of
Watch, it is going to be a great time. Nansemond River
Golf and Country Club is really putting on a great event for
us.
EXACTLY ONE MONTH AND TWO FROM TODAY
WILL BE OUR FIRST CRUISE TO HAMPTON CITY
PIERS (BOATERS GONE WILD) SPRING BREAK
HOSTED BY THE PRESSON FAMILY.
Doug Fisher
(See list of cruises and OD’s on page 5, to the right!)

DEADLINES:
11 March for Room Reservations at our special rate
(mention ID code USPS D5
when calling Princess Royale Hotel, Ocean City, MD 1800-476-9253).
12 March for Hospitality Suites, Detailed instructions are
on the form:
http://www.uspsd5.org/events/2013/201304_Hospitality_Suite_reservations.pdf
March 21 for Exhibit Tables and scheduling Committee
Meetings, Seminars, and
Special Sessions. Contact your current or incoming D/5
Bridge Officer.
March 28 for Conference Registration. The form is available here:
http://www.uspsd5.org/events/2013/2013AnlMtgRegFrmFillable.pdf
Looking forward to seeing YOU there.
D/C Jeff McKinney, JN
“People with the boat bug are never happier than when
they are poking around marinas, fantasizing about owning
other people’s boats. It’s a disease that costs more to cure
than any other single common learning disability!”
-Randy Wayne White, The Mangrove Coast
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“If you don't make a total commitment to whatever you're
doing, then you start looking to bail out the first time the
boat starts leaking. It's tough enough getting that boat to
shore with everybody rowing, let alone when a guy stands
up and starts putting his life jacket on."
-Lou Holtz (American Football Coach)
“Believe me, my young friend, there is NOTHING -absolutely nothing-- half so much worth doing as simply
messing about in boats."
-Kenneth Grahame, "Wind in the Willows"
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Nansemond River Power Squadron’s 2013 Cruise Schedule
Date: 12-14 April, OD: Co OD’s Jennifer, Mark, Betty Sue & Gene Presson______________________________
Event: Spring Break (Boaters Gone Wild)
Location: Hampton City Piers
Contact: Jake @ 757-727-1276 www.hamptonpublicpiers.com www.downtownhampton.com
Cost: $1.25 per ft (boat US member), 30A(2) or 50A $6 per day. 1-30A included in price
Hotel: www.hamptonmarinahotel.com Notes: restaurants, pool at marina
Date: 3-5 May, OD: Lin and Cheryl Hanbury_________________________________________________________
Event: Cinco de Mayo
Location: Smithfield Station
Contact: Brian @ 757-357-7700 www.smithfieldstation.com
Cost: $2 per ft including elect.
Hotel: www.smithfieldstation.com Notes: restaurant, pool at marina,
Date: 7-9 June, OD: STILL AVAILABLE ____________________________________________________________
Event: Festives (Harbor Fest)
Location: Tide Water Yacht
Contact: John @ 757-393-2525 www.tyamarina.com
Cost: $2.50 per ft plus elect, rates based on three day booking, Thurs-Sat or Fri-Sun.
Hotel: www.marriott.com (Renaissance Portsmouth $169 or Glencoe Inn B&B www.glencoeinn.com $129
Note: Harbor Fest is at Town Point Park across the river in down town Norfolk. Elizabeth River Ferry to Norfolk is $1.50
one way and is within easy walking distance of the marina. Notes: restaurant, pool, gas, diesel, pump out
See www.festevents.org/mini-site/norfolk-harborfest for more info.
Date: 12-14July, OD: Doug and Julie Fisher _________________________________________________________
Event: Beer and Wine pier extravaganza (Beer fest at Harbor Park, July 12, 5- 9pm)
Location: Waterside Marina
Contact: Justin @ 757-625-3625 www.watersidemarina.com
Cost: $1.50 per ft, 1-30A included. 30A(2) or 50A, $5 per day. Notes: numerous restaurants at marina, movie saturday
Hotel: Sheraton www.sheratonnorfolkwaterside.com , $130 or down town Norfolk Marriott www.marriott.com $199.
Date: 8-11 Aug, OD: Co OD’s Matt & Kim Schultz and Art & Gail Aikin
_______________________
Event: D-5 Rendezvous (Jimmy Buffet Style for NRPS)
Location: Bay Creek, Cape Charles Va.
Contact: 757-331-2357 http://www.baycreekresort.com/boating/boating.asp
Cost: $2.50 per ft, $8-30A, $12-50A www.baycreekresort.com
Note: D-5 boats will arrive on Aug 8th (thurs). Aug 9/10 for D-5 events.
Hotel: www.baycreekresort.com , Bimini Flat suits at marina $250, houses also avail. Notes: restaurant, pool, gas, diesel
Date: 6-8 Sept, OD: Rana and Donnie Weaver______________________________________________________
Event: Bay Daze
Location: Blue Water Yacht Hampton Va.
Contact: Francis @ 757-723-6774 www.bluewateryachtingcenter.com
Cost: $3 per ft (elect included)
Note: restaurant on site, gas, diesel, pump out
Date: 18-20 Oct, OD: Co OD’s Bob & Brenda Wallace and Frank & Grace Brown _______________________
Event: Salty Dawg’s Celtic Rhomp
Location: Salt Ponds Marina Hampton Va.
Contact Cindy @ 757-850-4300 www.saltpondsmarinaresort.com
Cost: $1.25 per ft plus $7 per night for electric. Notes: restaurant, pool
NOTE: Planning the Bay Daze cruise?, slips will go quick so make your reservations early.
Captains (and First mates) are responsible to make your own reservations. A signup sheet for each cruise will be
at the Change of Watch
Annual auction asked for Sat 12 Oct Suggestions for events are highly encouraged
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Gene Monroe, AP
This month’s safety article is this Safety Officer’s
final entry for the current bridge; man, where did
these past twelve months go? As we move into this
year’s rainy season, I figure this month’s article
should be on water spouts and tornados; what they
are and how to avoid them.
A waterspout is an intense columnar vortex (usually
appearing as a funnel-shaped cloud) that occurs
over a body of water, connected to a cumuliform
cloud. A water spout is a tornado over the water; so
what is a tornado?

Wikipedia: A tornado is a violently rotating column of air that is in contact with both the surface of
the earth and a cumulonimbus cloud or, in rare
cases, the base of a cumulus cloud.

There are two types of waterspouts, but without
going into a class I’ll just say that a waterspout is a
tornado that occurs over oceans, lakes or rivers. It is
a whirling column of air and water mist, with winds
that can reach 120mph and can last 15 to 20 minutes. These water spouts typically occur between
May and September, and are capable of completely
destroying boats and other watercraft in its way.
Should you see one of these columns form, to
escape you should steer your boat at a right angle to
its path; do not try to outrun it! I cannot tell you exactly to which side of the funnel you should go because a waterspout can rotate in either clockwise
(CW) or counter clockwise (CCW) direction; however, in the northern hemisphere, they typically rotate
CCW. So unless you can tell that the rotation is CW,
and you are in the northern hemisphere, then you
can assume that it is rotating CCW and you should
steer your course to the right side of the waterspout
and perpendicular to its path. This way the wind will
be to your back, and not trying to suck you into the
storm.

EO Article, Cont’d. from Pg 2
HEADING SOUTH
For a lazy day of boating, take the Intracoastal Waterway along the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River through the
locks at Great Bridge.
Atlantic Yacht Basin This is first up at Mile 12. Restaurants and shopping are within walking distance, and the marina
has a store, laundry and full-service repair shop. (757) 482-2141,
Pungo Ferry Marina The waterway passes through the city of Virginia Beach, but at Pungo Ferry Marina at Mile 41 you'll
feel worlds away from it all. (757) 721-3299
Coinjock, N.C., marinas At Mile 50 in Coinjock, two marinas offer transient, alongside docking:
Coinjock Marina's Dockside Restaurant is famous for its prime rib. (252) 453-3271,
Midway Marina and Motel, located across the canal, has an outdoor pool, store, motel and Crabbie's Restaurant. (252)
453-3625,
Mariners' Wharf
In Elizabeth City, known as the "Harbor of Hospitality," you'll find this city-owned wharf that offers free dockage for 48
hours. When more than five boats are docked, the volunteer "Rose Buddies" throw a wine-and-cheese reception, presenting the lady of the boat a rose. Grab a welcome packet from the dock's information kiosk, then walk to the historic
district for shopping and dining. (252) 335-5330,

Nansemond Light
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
23 March

1800

NRPS Change of Watch
Nansemond River Golf Club, Suffolk VA

9 April

1830

George’s Steakhouse
Suffolk VA

12-14 April

NRPS Spring Break Cruise (Boaters Gone Wild)
Hampton City Piers, Hampton VA

12-14 April

D5 Annual Meeting & Spring Conference
Princess Royal Hotel, Ocean City MD

4 May

D5 NOAA Cooperative Charting Seminar
Atlantic Marine Center, Norfolk VA
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THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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