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It looks like the warm weather is finally here to
stay. The “Shake Down” cruise to Hampton City Piers
went well. The Pressons, et al were OD’s and did a great
job. The planned agenda was changed in mid-stream due
to the Small Craft Advisory (SCA) that was issued on Friday. The SCA caused several cancellations and several
additional vessels postponed their departures until Saturday morning. Despite this, everyone had a good time and
the weather on Saturday and Sunday was fine. We even
had several couples that drove over to the event on Saturday to enjoy the afternoon on the docks. The “Shake
Down Cruise” typically causes some apprehension on my
vessel. As most of you know, boating is always an adventure, and the lack of activity on the boat over the winter
months can lead to mechanical issues. Thankfully, everything seems OK on Growler. However, Lt/C Frank, AP
and Grace Brown had some issues aboard Ruff Livin’.
Losing an engine and steerage does not provide for a
stress free cruise. However, with the Presson’s issuing
encouragement over the radio, Ruff Livin’ managed to
limp into Hampton City Piers with all intact. Saturday
morning, the engine issue was diagnosed and corrected.
The culprit was a split oil pressure hose that eventually
pumped out enough oil to shut down the engine. It never
ceases to amaze me how something so small can shut
down the whole production. Kudos to all who participated
in handling this potentially dangerous situation.
The next cruise to Smithfield Station is 3 May, so
hopefully you have already made your reservations. P/C
Lin, AP and Cheryl Hanbury are the ODs and “Cinco de
Mayo” is the theme. The Hanburys always do a bang up
job so don’t miss out!

The June cruise is to Tidewater Yacht for “Harborfest”
on 7 June. You don’t want to miss this cruise either!.
The boating season is in full swing and hopefully most of
the mechanical bugs have been worked out of your ride.
Along with the never ending cosmetic upkeep, don’t forget
to check all the safety items and make sure to get your
vessel inspected by one of our numerous, highly qualified
Vessel Safety Checkers (VSCers). One thing that I try to
get around to this time of year is my lines. Mooring lines
are often overlooked for maintenance but they are essential equipment. Over time, salt spray and occasional dips
in the bay can allow salt crystals to build up within the
lines. These micro-crystals, along with the constant tugging caused by wind and waves at your mooring, can
weaken the toughest lines which can eventually lead to
failure. Potentially, when you least can afford it. So if you
haven’t already, try to make time to wash and condition
them. I wash 2-3 lines at a time in my regular clothes
washer by first placing them in an old pillow case. Don’t try
to throw the lines directly into the washing machine as
they could bind up and potentially destroy the agitator. A
washing will remove that accumulated salt and mildew.
While you’re at it, rewhip those frayed ends. Consider using color coded whipping materials that do double duty to
indicate short, medium, and long lines. If you’re like me,
when I’m looking for a particular length line in my locker,
the one I need will be the last one I pull out. Hopefully, the
color coding will eliminate this guess work. This season, I
am actually ahead of schedule and have cleaned all my
spare lines but still need to finish rewhipping and marking
them. Seeing that my 1st Mate is always polishing and
waxing the topside, I guess it’s the least I could do.
The Commander’s reception went well. Thanks to
everyone who attended and I hope you all had a good
time.
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Rana Weaver, P

Lt/C Doug Fisher

National Safe Boating Week is 18 May-24 May. If you
are a vessel safety examiner, call your neighbors and your
friends and set up an appointment to check their boat for
safety. It could save their life. Don’t forget to make an
appointment to get your own boat examined as well. To
celebrate this week, Ocean Marine in Portsmouth will be
having it’s 4th annual Elizabeth River Nautical Yard Sale
and Flea Market 18 May from 900 to 1700. This is a large
event that will have all kinds of vendors and individuals
with nautical stuff for sale. NRPS will be providing free
vessel safety checks on that day and by appointment that
week. We need your help with this event if you are a vessel safety examiner.
The 2013 District 5 Summer Cruise will take place 3
August-16 August. Our squadron will be joining the cruise
at Cape Charles at Kings Creek Marina (what used to be
Bay Creek Marina). Call today to make your slip reservation 331-8640. I am sure that the marina will be filling up
quickly.
Last month I told you about NOAA and the USPS renewing a 50 year commitment to a cooperative charting
program that updates the nation’s charts. Over the past
10 years, volunteers have submitted over 28,000 corrections to NOAA’s nautical charts. More than 4,000 USPS
members have submitted chart updates. You do not have
to be a member of USPS to report a chart update or discrepancy. Anyone can report a chart error.
Colonial Sail and Power Squadron will hold the 4th Annual Biggest Little Poker Run Ever on 15 June at Dare
Marina in Yorktown from 900 to 1500. This event will be
held to raise money to benefit the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) which works to keep the Chesapeake
Bay healthy. The Poker Run involves crafts of all descriptions including paddle boards, canoes, kayaks, jet skis,
inner tubes, dinghies and motor craft. Everyone is invited
to attend and participate. For more information call Bill
Walsh at 1-800-554-4581.
Hope to see you on the water soon! Be Safe!
“I spent uncounted hours sitting at the bow looking at the
water and the sky, studying each wave, different from the
last, seeing how it caught the light, the air, the wind;
watching patterns, the sweep of it all, and letting it take
me.”
― Gary Paulsen, Caught by the Sea
“Should you find yourself in a chronically leaking boat,
energy devoted to changing vessels is likely to be more
productive than energy devoted to patching leaks.”
― Warren Buffett
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Good Day Boaters. Hope your spring is going well,
now if we could just keep the yellow pollen off our boats
we would be good. I wanted to touch base with you in
case you have missed the last few events or meetings.
What is happening? Well we have a lot going
on….coming up this weekend is our Cinco de Mayo cruise
to Smithfield Station, 3-5 May. If you are planning to attend the festivities, you better get your reservations in to
Brian at 877-703-7701 or www.smithfieldstation.com
Currently, 14 boats are confirmed and one drive in on Saturday. Of course they have hotel rooms available if you
would like to drive in. The Hanburys are OD’s for the
cruise and have a great weekend planned.

Friday 1800 (6pm) Fiesta Party on the pier.
Please bring a dish.
Saturday 1000, Bruch on the pier, YES, Mimosas
and Bloody Mary’s are on the menu
1700 (5pm) Derby Hat making on the
pier. Hats will be provided.
1824 (624pm) Watch the Kentucky Derby
1900 (7pm) Dinner At Smithfield Station
(around 34 people currently)
In case you were not aware, the week of 18 May is
“National Safe Boating Week” (It is kind of what we do)
Sooooo, we will have a booth set up at Ocean Marine
Yachting Center www.oceanmarinellc.com in Portsmouth
during their 4th annual Elizabeth River Nautical Yard Sale
and Flea Market. This event (on 18 May) will provide us
the opportunity to get folks signed up for our free Vessel
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NRPS ABC3 Safe Boating Class

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
Congratulations to the 26 students who successfully
completed our most recent ABC3 Safe Boating Classes.
Our Chuckatuck class featured P/C Lin Hanbury AP,
ASEO Gene Monroe AP, P/Cs Ron and Bonnie Murphy
APs, P/C Norman Fisher AP and I, as instructors. 13 received their Safe Boating Education Card. Next we journeyed back to Warwick Yacht and Country Club in Newport News, with 13 students there. Thanks to P/C Art Aikin
SN and Lin Hanbury (again!!) for helping us. In two years,
WYCC has provided us the opportunity to train 36 boaters.
(and we did some VSCs on-site afterwards.) One more
class, the Boat Virginia class, will be held in Surry 11 May.
Our Marine Electrical class concluded and all agreed
that it was a great job by P/C Donnie Weaver AP. Also our
Seamanship class took their test and are awaiting results.
On a continuing basis, the Inland Navigator (IN) program is drawing interest. See separate article describing
the requirements to be an IN Candidate. Also, we’ll be
looking at On-The-Water (OTW) training and certification.
Presently we have one member eligible as an IN Candidate and a second needing just one credit.
Our Instructor Development class will begin soon, now
that the new textbook is available. We also will have an
education session on CPR. Susie Writtenberry (our new
“resident nurse”!) is able to get a DVD displaying the
proper techniques and Norman Fisher has the “dolls” to
allow us to have hands-on practice. This will not be a certification program, just a seminar-type program. If anyone is
interested in the Certification program available, let me
know. District 5 makes that available from time to time.
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-4178
or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com.

P/C Norman Fisher, AP demonstrates the characteristics
of a PWC (personal watercraft) to the most recent members of the Power Squadron’s class at the Chuckatuck
Fire Station , 6 April.
Little Ashtyn Presson
(daughter of P/C Mark, P
and Jennifer Presson, P)
shows us all how important
PFD’s (personal flotation
devices!!) are whenever a
child is even near the water!
This was on a porch overlooking a lake, but Ashtyn
has her vest on as the perfect safety precaution! And
of course, she’s wonderfully
stylish in her pink vest and
matching pink baseball cap!!!

When to Fish

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013

from www.discoverboating.com

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
Instructor: Frank Brown AP
Dates TBA Location: TBD
Cost is the copying cost of the materials from
online, approximately $15.
ANCHORING Seminar
Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
Dates and location TBA
CPR Demonstration Seminar
Coordinator: Susie Writtenberry Hands-on training

Put education and fun on your calendar
May 2013

Experienced anglers will tell you that there ARE "best"
times to fish. These "best times" can be related to the
amount of sunlight, to warming trends, to depth at which
fish are found, to storm and weather patterns, to wind, and
to tidal flows when saltwater fishing. Thus, WHEN to fish
can also affect and be affected by WHERE to fish. Too
many hot days during the summer can adversely affect
fishing in shallow
lakes, ponds, and
rivers since the
higher water temperatures can reduce oxygen in the
water and cause
fish to become
sluggish.
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exposed to it. Proper elimination of exhaust gases is vital
in maintaining a safe atmosphere onboard any vessel.
The Coast Guard urges mariners to ensure that the
exhaust systems of all diesel and gasoline engines are
properly vented away from accommodation, working, and
recreational areas onboard vessels.

Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Lanny Horn, AP

Watch Out for Barges and
Towboats

SAFETY ALERT
CARBON MONOXIDE PORTABLE GENERATORS

from www.boatsafe.com

The following information is provided by the U.S. Coast
Guard's Marine Safety Office (MSO) in Mobile, Alabama.

Towboats and barges are familiar sights on many of
our nation's waterways. Since these vessels operate 24
hours a day and pose a number of safety hazards, recreational boaters should be vigilant when boating in areas
with commercial traffic.

The MSO is currently investigating two deaths aboard
a fishing vessel in Bayou la Batre, Alabama. Preliminary
findings indicate that the victims were exposed to deadly
levels of carbon monoxide (CO). Although the investigation is not complete, important lessons have been learned.
The carbon monoxide came from the exhaust of a portable generator located in the forward part of the engine
room. This generator provided power to the vessel's the
air conditioning unit and main deck lighting. The generator's exhaust gases vented directly into the engine room.
Initial inspection of the vessel revealed:
improper ventilation in the engine room,
exhaust leaks from the main engine exhaust manifold,
structural corrosion of the main deck, and
open wiring trunks between the engine room and the
cabin / wheelhouse.
Inadequate ventilation in the engine room in conjunction with the openings between decks allowed the exhaust
from the portable generator to easily enter the cabin area.
The victims had ceased fishing, secured the main engine,
and retired for the evening. Due to the extreme heat and
humidity, the doors to the cabin / wheelhouse were closed
and the generator was
started to power the
portable air conditioning
unit. The exhaust from
the portable generator
quickly filled the engine
room with deadly levels
of carbon monoxide
which in turn seeped
through deck openings
into the cabin area. Unaware of the dangers,
the victims went to
sleep.
Carbon monoxide is
a colorless and odorless gas produced as a by-product of
combustion in diesel and gasoline engines. This toxic gas
can accumulate quickly, especially in confined spaces.
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Barges can be surprisingly quiet, and the speed of both
barges and towboats can be deceiving. These vessels are
capable of traveling a mile in seven minutes, but it may
take them over a mile to come to a stop. Boaters should
steer clear of channel areas with high commercial traffic
even after barges have passed since strong wakes can
create serious turbulence hundreds of yards behind the
towboat.
While towboat operators are generally on the lookout
for smaller boats, their visibility is sometimes limited and
they may be unable to maneuver quickly enough to avoid
a recreational boater... especially one who is not paying
attention!
In addition, a towboat without barges in front of it may
be towing astern with the towline submerged. Stay
Clear! Recreational boaters should always maintain a
proper lookout and steer well clear of commercial boat
operations. Boat Smart. Boat Safe.
The boating party was hopelessly lost as sea. The sun
was going down and the waves were starting to build
when one of the boaters growled, “I thought you said you
were the best damn captain in California!”. “Oh, I am”, replied the captain firmly, “but I’m pretty sure we’re in Mexico now!”
After docking, the boater goes into the bar on the pier and
orders a double. The bartender refuses stating, “This is a
singles bar!”.
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Spring Break Cruise...Boaters Gone Wild!
12-14 April, Hampton City Piers, Hampton Virginia
Our first cruise of the season was a great success!
The (interestingly namedsee right!) drinks flowed
freely, and as usual the
food was plentiful !And
though we only had 5
boats (6 counting the
Johnson’s, our “honorary”
members!) many members came for Saturday
evening and though we
didn’t go out to dinner,
everyone was treated to
some great South Beach/
Cuban style food!
The dock party was delayed
until Saturday nite, and was a
huge success, and the weather
was mah-vel-ous! (esp. after the
scare of bad weather from Friday!) But the crowd enjoyed
dockside partying all day Saturday!
All the Pressons’ (elder and
younger did a fabulous
job as OD’s with their
beach theme, flower hair
clips for the women and
colorful gift bags!
And though we only
had 5 boats (6 counting the Johnson’s
boat) many of our
members drove over
for Saturday afternoon
and
evening
and
though we didn’t go
out to dinner, everyone was treated to the
fabulous and even
authentic Cuban food!
And unlike last year’s
sweltering Hampton
cruise, it was a brisk
and sometimes cool
weekend-glorious!

May 2013
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Safety Checks as well as getting our message out on the
benefits of being a Power Squadron member. And of
course, this is the largest nautical yard sale/flea market
you will ever see so I am sure some of you can find something at the yard sale to auction off in October (2 Oct is the
annual fund raising auction). We need volunteers to man
the booth, conduct VSC’s and talk up the Power Squadron. Talk to Frank Brown for volunteer opportunities or
email him at frank.brown915@charter.net
If that is not enough, our next cruise is set for 7-9 June
at Tidewater Yacht. Festivis will take place at the marina
simultaneously with Harbor Fest across the River. Make
your reservations early for this cruise; I suspect the marina
will fill up quick. Contact John at 757-393-2525 or at
www.tyamarina.com WE STILL NEED OD’S FOR THIS
CRUISE.
Lastly, a great time was had by all as Matt and Kim
hosted a fantastic Commander’s Party last Sunday. They
welcomed all of us into their home and were gracious
hosts. The food was over the top, the rain held off until
the end and suffice to say that everyone had a fantastic
time.
Hope to see you all at Smithfield station. If not, don’t
forget our next monthly meeting at Georges Steak House
on Tues, 7 May at 1830.

MEET

Nansemond River Power Squadron to Support Ocean Marine and
National Safe Boating Week
The Ocean Marine Yacht Center on Wavy Street in
Portsmouth is hosting its 4th Annual Elizabeth River Nautical Yard Sale & Flea Market on 18 May, 2013. This coincides with the beginning of National Safe Boating Week
and what better way to support both functions than a table
with Safe Boating materials and the opportunity to conduct
Vessel Safety Checks (VSC)
for the boaters at the Center.
The festivities are scheduled from 0900 to 1700 hrs.
We can begin setting up our
table at 0700 hrs. We will
have educational materials
and membership information
plus we hope to have a number of Vessel Examiners
available to provide the VSC
right then or have folks sign
up for an appointment at a
later time.
We will have a sign-up sheet at our meeting of 7 May
but if you can’t make the meeting but want to help, please
email me at frank.brown915@gmail.com or call at 757-472
-4178. This is a wonderful opportunity to participate in our
community. Now, if I can just find a bargain flea to buy at
the Market!!

SEA VESTER
Sea Vester is a teaching aid for use with small children.
Sea Vester allows the barrier to be broken between a
strange
adult
and
small
children.
Sea Vester is a member of Nansemond River Power
Squadron (though shown here in a Delaware registered
boat!).
He travels throughout the five states of District 5 of
USPS® teaching boating safety.

Nansemond Light
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The Commander’s Reception
28 April at Matt and Kim Schulz’s Home on the Water!
Our new Commander, Matt
Schulz, P and
our lovely First
Lady,
Kim
Schulz,
P
(also
our
squadron secretary!) hosted
the
annual
Commander’s
Reception at
their
lovely
waterfront
home on 26
April in Suffolk.
Great
membership
turnout and a
wonderful time
was had by all
who attended!

May 2013
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
3-5 May

Cinco de Mayo Cruise
Smithfield Station, Smithfield , VA

4 May

NOAA Cooperative Charting Program
Norfolk, VA

7 May

1830

18 May

D5 Delaware River Educational Cruise
Out of Philadelphia, PA

3-16 August

D5 District Cruise (see website for details)
Publisher’s Statement

2012-2013 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Ass’t Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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George’s Steakhouse
Suffolk, VA

Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP
Lt Gene Monroe, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Kim Schulze, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Lanny Horn, AP

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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