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Cdr Matt Schulze, P

Hi everyone!
Happy November. Turkey day is coming up! The
cruise schedule is complete for the year and as most
of you know, the last cruise to the Salt Ponds was
cancelled due to wind and rain. I commend the OD’s
for making the decision to cancel even though they
had a lot of time and effort invested in a fun weekend. As a squadron, we’ve been fortunate enough to
have a safe cruising season and I think it was the
wise decision to cancel rather than take a chance
under less than ideal weather conditions. As I think
about this cruising season, I can’t remember a more
active season in terms of numbers of attendees at
cruise events. I think this is a good trend for the
squadron and I give full credit to our Administrative
Officer and all those who volunteered as OD’s. Let’s
keep up the great work.
It seems like in times when most squadrons are
struggling, NRPS at least holds its ground, and even
manages to expand. This seems to hold true no
matter what area you look at. Education continues to
expand under Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN’s leadership
as well as the numerous instructors that continue to
step up; VSC totals continue to rise under P/C Larry
Roundtree, AP’s coordination as well as the inspectors who donate their time; Lt Grace Brown, S, continues to provide award winning quality to our newsletter; cruises are well attended due to our Admin

Officer and OD’s who ensure good activities and fellowship. The list of members that contribute to our
success goes on and on, both in front and behind the
scenes. So thank someone for their efforts and consider your own efforts and know that they are appreciated.
Don’t forget the Annual Auction on 2 November.
Please take the opportunity to clear out some old
gear and replace it with a whole new (or slightly
used) set of gear at the annual Auction. Hopefully,
everyone has their donated items already taking up
space at the Weaver’s Barn. I know there are some
good items already in stock and can’t wait to see
what other treasures turn up. Our auctioneers’ are
ready to work and entertain so come out and enjoy
the event.
That’s all for this month. Be safe and see you at
the auction.
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP

Lt/C Doug Fisher

The United States Power Squadron® magazine
“The Ensign” is looking for stories from you. They are preparing a 100th Anniversary issue which will be coming out
this winter. They are asking you to tell them what the
United States Power Squadron® has done for you. This
includes things like the history of your squadron, expansion of your squadron’s membership, or profiles of members who played a part in establishing your squadron. If
you are interest in participating, please send your stories
to the following email address: ensign@hq.usps.org.
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the United
States Power Squadron’s® 100th Anniversary Gala Celebration also known as the United States Power Squadron’s® 2014 Annual meeting. It will be held 26 January
through 2 February in Jacksonville, Florida. What an excellent excuse to travel to Florida in January! That is a
great time of year to go to Florida since it will be cold and
maybe even snowing here.
Do you get Boat U.S. Magazine? Did you happen
to read the August/September edition? Well if you did,
you know that on page 36 you will find an article promoting the new online version of the USPS® Partner in Command seminar. The partnership between USPS® and the
Boat U.S. Foundation is helping to promote our online
courses and seminars.
to satisfy any holiday appetite. Look for an email soon to
get a count of who will attend. The Christmas party is 14
December 2013 at 1500.
Note: There will be no general meeting in November
or December. Our next general meeting will be 14 January at Georges. For planning, the Change of Watch is 15
March at Nansemond River Golf and Country Club.
I truly enjoyed serving you as our squadron’s Administrative Officer this year. I hope everyone had a great boating season and I am counting the days until our next
cruise in the spring.
PS: Some boats are planning to go up the Pagan to
Smithfield Station for Thanksgiving, weather permitting of
course. If you are interested in driving in or
bringing your boat let
me know at the auction
and we can all celebrate Thanksgiving together. This is not an
official cruise, just a late
season jaunt to get the
new little dog used to
the boat.
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Good Day Boaters,
As our fantastic boating season unfortunately draws to
an end for this year and we reflect on what a splendid
summer we all had on our boats. Many of us received
advanced boating education and qualifications while others just had a great time. For me, that is what the Power
Squadron is all about, and I think we lived up everything
the organization stands for. It was my very distinct pleasure to plan each event this year and I can only hope that
all of you had as much fun participating as I did planning
them.
That being said,
we do have two more
events to close out
the year. Of course
the next event is one
that is sure to please
both the frugal and
fun loving.
I am
speaking of our annual fund raising auction held at the Magnolia Rurtian Club on
Saturday 2 November at 1800. By now I am sure you
have seen the flyer I sent out but in case you did not, here
is a short recap. Admission to the auction is $15 per person and includes dinner, catered by Suffolk BBQ. There
are many choices on the menu and if you have not had
Suffolk’s best BBQ for 2013, you will not be disappointed.
Bringing items to the auction? Would prefer you drop them
off before the event. Volunteers will be in the building
around 1400 setting up the venue so feel free to drive by
and say hi. If you can’t make it early, we will be more than
happy to collect your donations prior to the start of the
auction. Remember that all your items donated are tax
deductable if you choose. Come out and have a great
time with us while checking off your Christmas list with
treasures from all around the globe (including Williamsburg).
For the last gathering of the
year, the Wallaces have graciously
volunteered to host NRPS’s 2013
Christmas Party. If you have not
been to a party thrown by the Wallaces, well then you are in for a
treat. Their home is decorated in
Victorian splendor with a touch of
Williamsburg thrown in. Of course
there will be great food and wassail
AO Report Continues at left
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USPS® and NRPS well represented at
National Boy Scout Jamboree

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
One of the primary educational opportunities offered by NRPS is the ABC3 Safe Boating Class.
Throughout the 8 hours of training, we stress the importance of Safe Boating, do things that will prevent
mistakes that can cause accidents which might have
a major consequence. Over the years, we’ve been a
leader in providing this training and based on the statistics available from our friends at the Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries, we must be doing something right in here in Virginia.
For the first 10 months of 2014, we have seen a
dramatic reduction in the number of Incidents, Injuries and Fatalities from the last 10-year average. Reported incidents dropped from 124 to 64; Reported
Injuries from 86 to 43 and Fatalities dropped from an
average of 18 to 10 (12 were recorded in 2012.)
Congratulations to our Safe Boating instructors for
an excellent job in getting the word out. This is a
good start and let’s keep up the good work.
Here are the seminars that you as a squadron
have identified and we’ll be starting the seminar series as we enter the new year.

P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP escorted his buddy
SeaVester and the entire USPS® van of goodies up
to West Virginia for the National Boy Scout Jamboree. While there he worked with the Sea Scouts, drilling the boys on the fine points of water safety. Drex
was suitably awarded for his efforts, and we also
thank him for his contributions to scouting & USPS®!

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2014
Here are the seminars and classes planned before
our next boating season in 2014.
CPR BASICS
TBD
Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN
GPS SEMINAR
TBD
Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN
LOCKS and LAKES SEMINAR
TBD
Instructor: Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN
ANCHORING SEMINAR
TBD
Instructor: P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
ABC3 SAFE BOATING CLASS
Instructors: F Brown, et al
Dates in late Feb/early Mar and late Mar/early
Apr, 2014
Locations to be announced
Cost: $30
INSTRUCTOR RECERTIFICATION
TBD
Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown AP-IN

Put education and fun on your calendar
November 2013
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Hurricane Season is Still Upon us!
Now through November and We Should ALL Know What to Do!

Review Your Own
Knowledge
about Hurricanes
by Completing
this Hurricane
Puzzle!

ACROSS
1. Trash cans, toys and lawn furniture must be_______
inside before a hurricane might strike.
6. A hurricane _______ means hurricane winds and rain
are expected within 24 hours or less.
8. A hurricane______ means hurricane conditions are
possible within 24-36 hours.
9. Clear blue sky and_______ winds are found in the eye
of a hurricane.
10. The actual increase in height the sea level rises when
the storm hits land is called_______ _______ (2 words).
13. Hurricane winds and heavy rains can cause_______
damage to property.
14. _______ along the seacoast and inland area are the
most dangerous part of the storm.
15. Prepare for hurricane winds: board or_______ windows.
16. People may be killed by_______ during a hurricane.
19. A huge tropical storm with constant winds ranging from
74 to more than 200 miles per hour is called a_______.
20. Families who live where a hurricane warning is issued
must_______ and find a safe shelter.

4. ______ _______ produce the strongest winds and
heaviest rainfall. (2 words)
5. Hurricane________ move in a counterclockwise direction.
7. A hurricane storm system swirls around like a giant_______.
8. Powerful hurricane winds can cause 10 to 15 feet
high_______.
11. During May through November hurricanes may form
over_______ oceans.
12. The worst weather conditions happen_______ the eye
of the hurricane moves over land.
17. When a tropical storm develops the National Hurricane
Center will_______ it.
18. During a hurricane watch it is important to_______
how to stay safe.
21. The center of the hurricane is called the _______.

DOWN
2. Hurricanes develop over warm_______.
3. Before a hurricane strikes_______ must be stored for

after
calm
drowning
evacuate
eye
floods
hurricane

WORD BANK
moved
name
oceans
plan
severe
storm surge
tape

tropical
wall clouds
warning
waters
watch
waves
whirlpool
winds

“She found out that having something to do prevented you from feeling seasick, and that even a job like scrubbing a
deck could be satisfying, if it was done in a seamanlike way. She was very taken with this notion, and later on she folded
the blankets on her bunk in a seamanlike way, and put her possessions in the closet in a seamanlike way, and used
'stow' instead of 'tidy' for the process of doing so. After two days at sea, Lyra decided that this was the life for her.”
― Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass

Nansemond Light
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Weather Safety: Hurricanes
Safety and Preparedness Facts brought to you by NOAA, FEMA and the Red Cross!
Before the Hurricane…

If staying at home…

*Determine safe evacuation routes inland.
*Learn location of official shelters.
*Make emergency plans for pets.
*Check emergency equipment, such as flashlights, generators and battery-powered NOAA Weather Radio All
Hazards and cell phones.
*Buy food that will keep and store drinking water.
*Buy plywood or other material to protect your home.
*Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and downspouts.
*Trim trees and shrubbery.
*Decide where to move your boat in an emergency.
*Review your insurance policy.

During the Storm…
When in a Watch area…
*Listen frequently to radio, TV or NOAA Weather All Hazards for bulletins of a storm’s progress.
* Fuel and service your vehicles.
*Inspect and secure mobile home tie-downs.
*Board up windows in case storm moves quickly and you
have to evacuate.
*Stock up on batteries, food that will keep, first aid supplies, drinking water and medications.
*Store lawn furniture and other loose, lightweight objects
such as garbage cans and garden tools.
*Have cash on hand in case power goes out and ATM
machines don’t work.

*Turn refrigerator to maximum cold and keep closed.
*Turn off utilities if told to do so by authorities.
*Turn off propane tanks.
*Unplug small appliances.
*Fill bathtub and large containers with water in case tap
water is unavailable. Use water in bathtubs for cleaning
and flushing only. Do NOT drink it..

If winds become strong…
*Stay away from windows and doors, even if they are covered. Take refuge in a small interior room, closet or hallway.
*Close all interior doors. Secure and brace external doors.
*If you are in a two-story house, go to an interior 1st. Floor
room.
*If you are in a multi-story building and away from the water, go to the 1st. Or 2nd. Floor and stay in the halls or
other interior rooms away from the windows.
*Lie on the floor under a table or other sturdy object.

Be alert for…
*Tornadoes. They are often spawned by hurricanes.
*The calm “eye” of the storm. It may seem like the storm is
over but after the eye passes, the winds will change direction and quickly return to hurricane force.
*Storm surge flooding. These high waves can be more
deadly than hurricane winds. Leave the coast and stay
away from the low lying areas, creeks, streams and other
inland waterways.

Plan to evacuate if you…
*Live in a mobile or manufactured home. They are unsafe
in high winds no matter how well fastened to the ground.
*Live on the coastline, an offshore island or near a river or
flood plain. In addition to wind, flooding from storm surge
waves is a major killer.
*Live in a high-rise. Hurricane winds can knock out electricity to elevators, break windows and more.

When in a Warning area…
*Closely monitor radio, TV or NOAA Weather Radio All
Hazards for official bulletins.
*Close storm shutters.
*Follow instructions by local officials. Leave immediately
if ordered!
*If evacuating, leave as soon as possible. Stay with friends
or relatives, at a low-rise inland motel or at a designated
public shelter outside the flood zone.
*DO NOT stay in a mobile or manufactured home.
*Notify neighbors and a family member outside of the
warned area of your evacuation plans.
*Take pets with you if possible, but remember, most public
shelters do not allow pets other than those used by the
handicapped. Identify pet-friendly motels along your
evacuation route.
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Terms to Know…
Hurricane Watch: Hurricane conditions are possible in
the specified area of the watch, usually within 36 hours.

Hurricane Warning…Hurricane conditions are expected in the specified area of the warning, usually within
24 hours.

Tropical Storm Watches and Warnings: Take these
alerts seriously. Although Tropical Storms have lower wind
speeds than hurricanes, they often bring life-threatening
flooding and dangerous winds. Take Precautions!
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NRPS 2014 Proposed Slate of Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer

Rana Weaver, AP
Doug Fisher
Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Betty Sue Burris, P
Janet Horn, AP

Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

Bob Wallace, N
Gene Presson, P
Frank Brown, AP-IN

When thunderstorms threaten, mariners should
stay away from the water. Get to shore if already underway, get out of their vessels and seek shelter immediately inside a sturdy, closed building, vehicle or
below decks.
Even when conditions look good, mariners should
still leave a float plan with a marina or someone
ashore and make sure they have an escape route
planned in case a thunderstorm cuts off the original
course back to land. Conditions can change from
good to bad very quickly.

Nominating Committee
Chair
P/C Mary Fisher, AP
Member
P/C Mark Presson, P
Member
Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Rules Committee
Chair
Member
Member

P/C Bob Eure, AP
P/C Donnie Weaver, AP
P/C Lin Hanbury, AP

Auditing Committee
Chair
Member
Member

P/C Mary Fisher, AP
Gail Aikin, S
Cheryl Hanbury

Facts About Lightning
Reprinted from www.litningsafety/noaa.gov

How Close is the Lightening and is it Coming my
Way?
You can tell how close you are to a lightning strike
by counting the seconds between seeing the flash
and hearing the thunder. For every five seconds you
count, the lightning is one mile away. If you see a
flash and instantly hear the thunder, the lightning
strike is very close. Take shelter immediately.
A hand bearing compass can be used to determine if you are in the path of a storm. By observing
the storm’s ground flashes and using a series of
bearings, you can plot the approach of a thunderstorm. If the bearing of the flashes doesn’t change,
the average storm is heading toward you. It is time to
alter your course.

Out On The Waster
If a thunderstorm catches you while you are at
sea, follow these safety guides:
* Keep away from metal objects not grounded to
the vessel’s protection system. Contact with them
during a direct hit can cause electrocution.
* Stay out of the shower. The electrical charge
often travels along and through plumbing.
* Wear a life jacket at all times. A victim struck by
lightning can be rendered unconscious and fall overboard.
* Stay tuned to NOAA Weather Radio for the latest warnings, watches, advisories, and forecasts
from the local National Weather Service office.
REMBER...Lightning occurs in all thunderstorms,
preparedness can reduce the risk of lightning hazard. For more info, check out the website above.

What to do When Lightning Threatens?
Before Setting Out on the Water
Before setting out to sea know what conditions to
expect. Listen to NOAA Weather Radio for weather
information and plan your trip accordingly. If severe
weather is approaching or forecast, the best bet is to
stay ashore.

Nansemond Light
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PFD’s – disintegrate – discharge and corrode;
Radios, EPIRB’s and other electronics – look for
corrosion and dead batteries;
Rags, towels and other protective clothing –
clean and replace as necessary;
Sound producing devices – look for corrosion and
replenish;
Tool kit – look for corrosion and service;
Weather forecasting equipment – clean, repair
and adjust as necessary;

Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Lanny Horn, AP
The boating season suddenly ended with a bang!
One day the temperature is fairly nice and all of a
sudden it seems as though winter is here. I really
have a hard time thinking that winter came so
quickly. The good news is that next week the temperatures will be back into the 70’s.
However, this is the time of year when we have to
think about winterizing our boats and also getting it
ready for our next boating season. It’s very important never to forget about boat safety. This a great
time to analyze the past boating season and put
some thought into the next. Keep in mind if you’re
planning on getting a larger boat than what you’ve
had in the past, you may be in need of more safety
education concerning your boat. You must consider
how much operating experience you’ve had in the
class of boat you may purchase and do you have
enough piloting to feel comfortable?
If you’re planning on keeping your present boat for
next season, any difficulties you may have had maneuvering, confusion about buoys and how to read
them, it’s very possible you may need some additional education. Also at this time of the year, it’s a
good time to make sure all of your safety equipment
is current or what type of equipment you may need to
purchase. While this is not a complete list, it will
cover most of the things that you have and whether
they are federally or state mandated, or just common
sense:
Anchors and anchor rodes- look for corrosion and
fray;
Batteries- discharge and service;
Charts, other reference and/or navigational material- check to see if need to be updated;
Coolers – clean them and look for mildew and
cracks and replace, if necessary;
Emergency raft- service;
Fire extinguishers – discharge
First-aid kits and other personal hygiene itemstake inventory and replenish;
Flares and other pyrotechnics – check for expiration;
Foul weather gear and harnesses – check for
mildew and corrosion and repair as needed;
Lines – check for chaffing and fraying;
LP – look for corrosion and replenish;
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It looks like you have an awful lot to keep you busy,
but remember all of this is for the safety of you and
your passengers. The last items for you to replace is
those that have an expiration date. Looking forward
to our next boating season.
Much credit to Wayne Spivak, U. S. .G. Auxiliary

Members of our current Piloting class and instructor P/C
Fletcher Beadles, AP were invited for a 6 hour cruise
aboard the Mar –Sue by her captain, Butch Baxter, S who
happens to be in the class. Grey weather didn’t dampen
spirits and the intrepid 11 who went had a truly enjoyable
afternoon! Thank you, Butch and Debbie!
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NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
2 November
(Note New Date!)

Annual NRPS Auction
Magnolia Ruritan Club, Suffolk, VA

21-24 November

D5 Fall Conference
Hyatt Regency Chesapeake
Bay Resort, Cambridge, MD

14 December

NRPS Christmas Party
Wallace’s Home, Suffolk VA
(Details to come!)
Publisher’s Statement

2012-2013 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Asst Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
1Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Kim Schulze, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following month’s
issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our
members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, S
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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