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Cdr Matt Schulze, PCdr Matt Schulze, P  

of Canadians live within 100 miles of the US border 
and once you get beyond this distance, water safety 
enforcement, and law enforcement for that matter, is 
enacted more or less, on an as needed basis.  How-
ever, if something does go wrong, they throw the 
book at you for any non compliance or delinquencies 
on your part.  This had me a little worried the one 
day I took three members of our group out to burn off 
the remaining fuel in our thirteen (13) foot Boston 
Whaler that we keep at the lake.  It was at the end of 
our trip and we try to leave the engines and fuel 
tanks relatively empty for winter storage.  When we 
got a couple of miles out, I realized that maybe we 
had less fuel to burn off than previously thought 
when the engine gave up.  Sure enough, we ran out 
of fuel.  No problem, we had a good set of oars and 
plenty of time to row home, but as I was rowing 
along, I realized I was a couple of flotation devices 
short to be in compliance with Canadian law.  I was-
n’t worried that the long arm of the law would reach 
out and touch me because as I said, enforcement of 
law that far north of the border is fairly sketchy.  The 
point is that it shouldn’t take the threat of law en-
forcement to make us all comply with water safety.  
The laws are there for a reason and although it’s 
sometimes inconvenient to make sure you’re in com-
pliance, there’s really no excuse.  I think it’s kind of 
like the seatbelt law.  It was inconvenient at first, but 
now it’s just a good habit.  We all need to create 
more good habits when it comes to safety on the wa-
ter. 
 

That’s all for this month.  
Be safe and see you on the docks. 

Hi Everyone! 
 

 As you all know, the D5 Rendezvous took place 
over the weekend of 9 August.  With 12 squadron 
boats in attendance, we knew we would be pretty 
busy and have a great showing at this very visible 
event.  Little did we know that Past Commander 
Mary Fisher, AP would be asked to fulfill a much big-
ger role in pulling off this event.  Some months ago, 
Mary graciously volunteered to assist in a limited 
fashion in the organization of this event, but when 
she arrived at the event, she found a much greater 
void to be filled.  Mary, along with numerous other 
NRPS members stepped up and filled this void in 
leadership and organization which no doubt, lead to 
a successful event.  I’d like to personally thank Mary 
and all those members who committed their time and 
efforts to the event.  
 As many of you know, Kim and I go to Canada 
once a year to our family vacation cottage.  We did 
so again this year and returned in time for the Labor 
Day holiday.  If any of you have had the opportunity 
to go to Canada, then you know that our northerly 
neighbors have a fair amount of lakes and rivers 
within their borders.  So many that it seems like you 
can’t throw a stone without hitting some body of wa-
ter.  As such, they have a fairly robust water safety 
program with very similar requirements to our own.  
The big difference is enforcement.  The vast majority  
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A big time was had by all at Kings Creek Marina 
during the “Crossing Paths Reunion” where USPS® 
District 5 and USPS® District 27 joined up for a 
Summer Rendezvous.  Thanks to all who helped in 
making the event a success (especially Mary 
Fisher!!!). There would not have been an event with-
out her and her worker bees (little did she know what 
it meant by “volunteering”).  Congratulations to Nor-
man Fisher for winning the Potato Cannon Contest 
(even though they would not let us use our own gun 
that we made just for the event).  The Centennial 
Boat Parade was wonderful and ended just in time 
for the storm.   Many thanks to Captains Baxter and 
Eure! They took home some very nice awards for 
their parade entries.  Thanks to all who participated 
and helped to decorate our 2 lovely boats!!!   Even if 
it was not recognized by the judges, it was very 
meaningful for the NRPS to have a 100 years old 

boat, Mar-Sue in the 100 year 
boat parade. If you missed out 
on this cruise you will have to 
wait another 100 years to re-
live it, and I am sure Mary 
Fisher would say that is fine 
with her. 

It has been brought to the attention of the D5 
Bridge that USPS® marketing partners are sending 
direct mail or calling USPS® members.  USPS® 
members at this time do not have a choice of getting 
their names taken off of the mailing or calling list of 
the USPS® marketing partners.  The D5 Bridge and 
Squadron Commanders are in the process of ad-
dressing this problem.  They will be sending a letter 
to USPS® National Marketing to urge them to adopt 
either an “opt in” or “opt out” system that is communi-
cated to all members.  This would allow members to 
make the choice of whether they wanted to be on the 
USPS® marketing partners’ mail or call list.  I will 
keep you informed of further updates regarding this 
matter. 

USPS® members can get a special offer of 10% off 
of LifeLock® services. LifeLock® is the industry 
leader in identity theft protection. They have the most 
advanced alert system which is used to help ensure 
that you remain the only you.  For more information 
call 1-800-543-3562, mention promo code “USPS.” 
 

 Good day boaters.  
 Due to a scheduling conflict we were forced to 
switch the dates for the annual auction and our last 
cruise of the year to Salt Ponds. The new date for 
the auction (held at the Suffolk Ruritan club) will be 
Saturday 19 Oct.  

 The annual auction is a fund 
raising / socializing event where 
the membership (and guests) bid 
on items donated by the group. 
Dinner will be served by Suffolk 
BBQ and should consist of Beef 
Brisket, pulled pork and chicken, 
slaw, Mac and cheese, hush pup-
pies etc.  A NRPS cash bar will 
also available.  The entrance fee 

will be around 14-16 dollars 
per person and includes your 
dinner.  Everyone is highly 
encouraged to bring your 
neighbors / friends / guests.  
So start thinking / gathering 
items you would like donate 
to the auction. Anything from 

knick knacks to Pi-
casso's, boat en-
gine parts and 
Christmas trees. If 
you are a past par-
ticipant you may 
even see some 
items that look fa-
miliar.  Additionally, 
if you know of or 
are acquainted with a business that would donate an 
item or service which the crowd can bid on, please 
solicit for a certificate.  Past business donors have 
been West Marine, Tidewater Yacht, Full Throttle 
Marine, Hampton City Piers, George’s Steak House, 
York River Yacht Haven, Smithfield Station, Blue 
Water Yacht, Kings Creek Marina, Western Branch 
Diesel etc.  We will announce where and when you 
can drop your items off soon.  
 

AO’s Article Continued on Page 3 
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The Instructor Development class concluded on 29 
August, with final paperwork to be submitted to 
USPS® for final grading. Thanks to P/C Jack Eure, 
JN, Lt Bob Wallace, N, Kirk Troen,S,  and Lt/C Doug 
Fisher for a great class. 

Our CPR Review class is moving forward. We are 
looking at later this month or October, depending on 
availability of a training site. Susie Writtenberry S will 
have a DVD-based presentation and P/C Norman 
Fisher AP has the “dolls” (Resusi-Annie) to allow us 
to have hands-on practice. This will be a 3-hour 
class, providing time for lots of hands-on practice. 

We have had many sign up for seminars so we are 
anticipating offering two sessions on one day. The 
first seminar would be from 1000-1200 hours, a 
break from lunch, and a second seminar from 1300-
1500 hrs. We are trying to minimize the travel time 
and class time spent. We’re looking at GPS Seminar, 
Anchoring, Locks and Lakes as three very popular 
seminars. 

As I mentioned last month, the seminar Partner in 
Command, is now available on-line, supported by 
USPS® and Boat US. According to the Education 
Committee report from USPS®, four seminars are in 
the pipeline for implementation. Work will begin on 
the first course soon. These seminars are: Boating 
on Bridges, Locks and Lakes, (final stages), Using 
VHF/DSC Marine Radio, Radar, and Weather are 
all in what is known as “storyboarding process”, 
where the online program is designed and devel-
oped. 

Please remember to let me know of anyone who is 
interesting in the ABC

3
 Safe Boating Class. They are 

good things to do just after the New Year while folks 
get ready for the boating season. We will probably 
hold three classes, starting in February. I have about 
6 names so far; keep them coming. 

Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 472-
4178 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2013 
 

PILOTING 
Instructor: 
 P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 11 Sep—30 Oct 

 Location: Main St Methodist, Suffolk 
1900—2030     

CPR DEMONSTRATION SEMINAR 
 Tentative date: 29 Sept, 1400-1700 

Coordinator: Susie Writtenberry,  S 
Tentative Location: Chuckatuck FD 
 

ANCHORING, GPS and BRIDGES, LAKES & 
Locks SEMINARS 
 (3 seminars, each two hours in duration) 

Instructors and location TBD 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

AO Article, Cont’d from Pg. 2 
 

Now for the last cruise of the season….The destina-
tion is to Salt Ponds Marina in Hampton and has a 
theme of Salty Dawgs Celtic Rhomp.  We had to 
change the date to 11-13 Oct. I have changed the 
reservations of those who have already signed up so 
if you can’t make it now due to the date change, 
please cancel.  As for all other boats / captains, there 
are 9 boats on the list so make your reservation.  
This is bound to be one of the best cruises of the 
year.  If you are a pet owner, this event encourages 
your pet’s participation at the marina.  Make your 
reservations at 757-850-4300.  
 T h e 
Cruise in 
September 
is just a 
week away.  
We wil l 
cruise to 
Blue Water 
Marina for 
H a m p t o n 
Bay Daze 
on 6-8 Sept. 

It will defiantly be a great time 
with 15 boats signed up.  The 
weather is shaping up to be 
great and this could be the 
record breaking number of 
boats for our squadron.   This 
cruise coincides with Hamp-
ton Bay Days. Rana, AP and 
P/C Donnie Weaver, AP are 

the OD'S and have planned a great weekend.  If 
you still need to make reservations please call 757-723-

6774. Please make a 
note on your calendar of 
the above date changes 
on the annual auction 
and cruise to Salt 
Ponds.  
Fair Winds….  

tel:757-850-4300
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D5/D27 Summer Rendezvous-”Crossing Paths Reunion” 
8-11 August 2013, Kings Creek  Marina, Cape Chares VA 

 What a wonderful week-
end it was to cross the 
Chesapeake Bay and join our 
fellow power squadrons in 
Cape Charles. 12 boats from 
NRPS took the trip, with over 
25 members in attendance 
(many drove as well!) Though 
called “the Smurfs”, hats off to 
OD’s Gail Aikin, S and Kim 
Schulze, P for the creative tie-
dyed shirts that set us apart! 
Dinner Thursday nite was in 
the Aqua Restaurant. Satur-
day  morning was the flag 
ceremony and we were well 
represented as our Com-
mander, Matt Schulze, P pre-
sented our banner to be at-
tached to the D5 flag. Then it 
was on to the fun! Appetizers 
were great each nite...and 
drinks were, as usual, flowing 

(and seemed to get better with 
each batch!!) A good time was 
had by all, especially our “first 
timers” who all seemed to enjoy 
the gathering!. And we couldn’t 
miss an opportunity to show off P/
C Norman Fisher, AP’s style with 
his “gun” in “potato shooting”! He, 
P/C Jack Eure, JN and Lt Lanny 
Horn AP-IN were quite a team 
(esp. after the midnight practice!!) 

N 
R 
P 
S 
 

S 
H 
I 
N 
E 
S 



Nansemond Light Page 5 September 2013 

 

D5/D27 Summer Rendezvous-”Crossing Paths Reunion” 
8-11 August 2013, Kings Creek  Marina, Cape Chares VA 

 One of the 
highlights in a 
Saturday filled 
with competitions, 
was the Centen-
nial Boat Parade 
and Competition. 
Chaired by Lt/C 
Frank Brown, AP, 
the event judged 
4 categories. Two 
of our squadron’s 
boats entered, 
and almost did a 
sweep of awards. 
The Mar-Sue, 
owned by the 
Baxter’s strutted 
her stuff as only a 
century old ship 
can do. The Sur-
prise, owned by 
the Eure’s, dis-
played an Ameri-
cana theme 
(great crew show-
ing our nation’s 
spirit!!) 

Debby Baxter was adorable in her 
early 1900’s era swimming attire 
as she road the Mar-Sue in the 
parade! 

Our Own 
PDC Mary 
Fisher ,AP 
was recog-
nized for all 
she did to 
make regis-
tration (and 
the entire 
rendezvous 
for that mat-
ter!) run 
smoothly! 
Well done, 
Mary!! 

Awards were plentiful for NRPS...Norman Fisher 
took first place honors in the potato cannon con-
test...and The Mar-Sue, captained by Butch Baxter, 
S  took first place in creative flair in the Boat Parade 
competition. The Surprise, captained by Jack Eure, 
took first place respect of squadron’s traditions and 
then went on to take the overall first place award for 
the entire competition! Go Nansemond River PS! 
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NRPS Bay Days Cruise 

 
6-8 September, 2013             Bluewater Marina, Hampton VA 

 

 Friday 
 1700 Docktails 
 1830 Dinner 6:30-Bring 
 hors d’oeuvre to share  
 Island Punch Provided 
 

31
st

 Annual Hampton BayDays 
 

Free water taxi from Bluewater Marina 
 

 1200-2300 Friday     1000-22300 Saturday     1200-1800 Sunday 
 

This festival is a combination of free entertainment on multiple stages, a Bay Education area that also has a 
children’s area and the exciting Tidewater Dock Dogs, dozens of Arts and Crafts booths, 20+ food vendors, 
and one of the best fireworks displays in the area. 

 Saturday 
 900 Breakfast-Bring a dish to share 
 Mimosas & Bloody Marys Provided 
 1700 Docktails 5:00   
 1900-ish Dinner-Surf Rider 

EPA’s Ethanol/Gasoline Switch from E-10 to E-15 
Soundly Rejected 

 

 23 August 2013: Washington DC—A recent proposal from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency seeking to raise the level of ethanol in the fuel sup-
ply was overwhelmingly rejected during its public comment period, prompting 

the EPA to turn to Congress for help on how to meet the mandate. 
 That’s according to National Marine Manufacturers Association members working through the court system 
and on Capitol Hill to change the mandate they say requires the fuel supply to consist of more ethanol than is 
feasible. 
 “The EPA’s hands are truly tied.” NMMA lobbyist John McKnight said. “They have a mandate from Con-
gress so this is what they have to do. Under the RFS we’re supposed to 
have 36 billions gallons of ethanol in the fuel supply by 2022, which, based 
on projections, is technically unfeasible.” 
 The EPA proposal would have made E15 more prevalent in an effort to 
meet the requirement to increase the amount of ethanol in the fuel supply. 
 “We just went to a meeting with the EPA about 3 weeks ago, and they 
said, “We have received an overwhelming number of negative comments 
against our proposal.” McKnight said. “Even the state of California, which 
has a big influence on the EPA’s decisions, said, “Don’t change from E10 
to E15”. Now the EPA is taking the football and punting back to Congress 
saying, “Our hands are tied unless you do something.” 
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BEING PREPARED COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

 
 It’s been a wonderful summer and many folks 
have had a great time taking their boat trips.  As we 
look ahead, the summer is coming to an end very 
quickly.  Due to the fact that we’ve become very ac-
customed to routinely taking our cruises, I wonder if 
any of us have become a little lax with some of the 
safety precautions that we know we need to take. 

I heard about a family that was on a boat trip and 
knew they had a problem with the engine compart-
ment blower.  Due to the fact they were so busy at 

work and anxious to take 
their boat trip, they didn’t 
take the time to get the 
blower fixed.  This really 
wasn’t a problem until they 
finished fishing.  When 
they tried to start the en-
gine, it didn’t start right 
away.  After 2 or 3 times 
trying to start the engine, 
they heard a loud pop and 
shortly after that smoke 
started to pour out of the 

engine room.  The first thing they looked for was a 
fire extinguisher, but they had difficulty locating it.  
After they found the fire extinguisher, they found it 
was half discharged because it was in a place where 
items were stored on top of it causing it to partially 
discharge.  Unfortunately, they didn’t have enough 
chemicals to put out the fire.  But, a friendly boater 
stopped and came to the rescue. 

Let’s review a few reasons why this occurred at 
the time it happened.  When we start the year, most 
of us make sure everything is safe and in great work-
ing order.  But, as the summer goes on, I think we 
can become complacent because we’ve had no 
problems.  In this case all problems could have been 
eliminated if the engine blower had been taken care 
of in the first place.  At this point, we found the flame 
arrester was dirty and contributed to the fire.  As we 
got into more detail concerning this unfortunate acci-
dent, we discovered that the boat’s occupants didn’t 
put on their life jackets when the fire was discovered, 
in case they would have had to evacuate the boat.    

It’s also important to note, 
that none of the 3 occu-
pants knew how to use a 
fire extinguisher.  Can you 
imagine how anxious you 
would be trying to read the 
directions on a fire extin-
guisher during a fire? 

In this case, no one 
was seriously hurt and the 
boat was salvaged.  But I 
can’t help to think if all 
safety items would have been checked before they 
left the dock and they certainly should not have taken 
the boat out with the ventilation system not working 
properly.  We know that 80% of all people who die in 
boating accidents have never taken a boaters safety 
class.  That is why again I can’t stress enough for all 
of us involved to make sure our family, friends and 
neighbors who have boats take the boater’s safety 
classes and always get their VSC performed by a 
qualified examiner. In addition, everyone should take 
the USPS Fire Extinguisher Seminar so they know 
how to properly use a fire extinguisher. 

Let’s finish up the rest of the year having a great 
time and also with safety in mind! 

 

Some information supplied by ABA 

        Safety Officer’sSafety Officer’s  

        ReportReport  
 

    Lt Lanny Horn, AP Lt Lanny Horn, AP   

“So we are sitting in a restaurant in Virginia Beach 
and I order a cheeseburger prepared Medium and 
the waitress picked up the menu starts to read the 
description of my selection and says, "I don't think 
they come in sizes." 

EO Article, Cont’d from Pg. 2 
 

Did you know that Wyndham Hotels offer 20% off 
the best available rates to USPS® members? Well 
they do!  USPS members can save on rooms at 
nearly 7,000 participating hotels worldwide.  So the 
next time you need a room call a Wyndham Hotel. 

 

      Hope to see you on the water soon!  Be Safe! 

 
 
 
 
 
“Thanks to all from the captain and crew of the Mar-
Sue for your moral support and help in getting the 
Mar-Sue underway for the D5/D27 Crossing Paths 
Reunion event.  She needed to be there for NRPS.” 
 

Note from Captain Butch Baxter 



 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following month’s 
issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our 
members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members 
& member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron 
(NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, S 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Matt Schulze, P 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Asst Educational Officer  1Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Doug Fisher 
   Secretary        Lt/C Kim Schulze, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN 

1-8 September   USPS® National Governing 
        Board Meeting     San Antonio, TX 
 

10 September    Monthly Squadron Meeting 
        George’s Steak House, Suffolk, VA  
 

6-8 September   Bay Daze Cruise 
        Blue Water Marina   Hampton, VA 
 

11-13 October    Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp 
(Note New Date!)   Salt Ponds Marina   Hampton, VA 
 

19 October     Annual NRPS Auction 
(Note New Date!)   Suffolk Ruritan Club 


