Cdr Rana Weaver, AP

make a squadron what it is. Without such wonderful members we never would have made it
that you have put in to this squadron over the
past. Our squadron is one in which its members
are able to work together successfully. We are
likely the most recognized squadron in District 5.
I hope that together we can carryon that tradition
for many years to come. So sign up to help this
year in some way. You can be the OD for a
cruise, attend a cruise, help to teach a class, get
certified to be a VSC examiner and examine
boats, and you can bring a dish to share at the
Commander’s Reception (hint, hint). There are
many ways to get involved and a helping hand is
always welcome.
Make plans now to attend the 2014 Commander’s Reception which will be held 6 April
from 1500-1800. Donnie and I look forward to
having you to our home or “Garage Mahal” in
Chuckatuck. The reception will include everything from fine wine and cheese to beer and oysters. It will definitely be an afternoon that you
will not want to miss!!I hope the weather turns
around soon so we can get out on our boats and
enjoy the beautiful waterways that God created
for us. In the mean time, get all of your chores,
projects, and “honey dos” done so you will be
ready to cruise! See you soon!

It is a great honor to be elected to serve as
the Commander of the Nansemond River Power
Squadron for the next year. This is a very exciting and significant year for our squadron since
we are celebrating our 50th Anniversary! I am
sure you are aware that the United States Power Squadron is celebrating its 100th Anniversary,
but did you know that District 5 is celebrating its
75th Anniversary as well? Wow!!! We do have
a lot to celebrate this year! So let the parties
begin! One of the ideas I had to celebrate was
to hold “50 events to celebrate 50 years”. I
wondered if we could actually hold 50 events.
Well when I went to type them up, we had exactly 50 events on the schedule. Included in this
issue you will find the list of 50 events but stay Contents:
tuned because I am sure we will add more
Executive Officer’s Report ...............................2
events to our schedule as the year progresses
Administrative Officer’s Report.......................2
NRPS Change of Watch ............................ 3 & 4
(then we can change our theme to be “over 50
50 Events to Celebrate .....................................5
events to celebrate 50 years). Now is a good
Electronically Aided Collisions .......................5
time to mark your calendar so you won’t miss
Safety Officer’s Report.....................................6
out on any of the fun! Nansemond River is a
D5 Spring Conference ............................... 7 & 8
NRPS Cruise Schedule ....................................9
wonderful squadron and we should be very
Calendar of Events ......................................... 10
proud to be a part of it. The members are what

Commander Rana

Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN
Good day Boaters!

Report of activities and issues outside of
Nansemond River Power Squadron.
The next event on the calendar is the D5 Spring
conference to be held in Ocean City, Maryland at the
Princess Royale Hotel on 27-30 March 2014. 10
NRPS members will attend. This is the 75th anniversary of District 5 so they are really putting a fine
event together. If you are interested in attending,
contact the Commander for details http://
www.uspsd5.org/events/2014/2014%20Spring%
20Conference%20Schedule%20Highlights.pdf
11-13 April 2014 is the Bay Bridge Boat Show in
Stevensville MD. There are opportunities for free
admission to the show if you volunteer to man the
information booth set up by D5 for four hours.
Please see the D5 website for details http://
www.usboat.com/bay-bridge-boat-show/home
2-3 May many of you may be interested in. D5 is
hosting a Cooperative Charting workshop at the NOAA center in Norfolk.

2014 Commander’s Reception
6 April 2014
1500-1800
Donnie & Rana Weaver’s Home
6220 Godwin Blvd-Suffolk 23432
For more info call 537-3108 or 617-0100
bring a side dish & a lawn chair!
Nansemond Light

As I’m writing this article and looking forward to
the coming year, I’m wondering if summer will ever
arrive!
If you attended the Change of Watch on 1 March,
you know what a great time we all had. Thanks to
Doug Fisher and Rana Weaver for planning such a
nice event! I know the time it takes and would personally like to thank you both. At the Change of
Watch I was sworn in as your Administrative Officer
for the upcoming year of 2014-2015. I’m proud and
excited to serve you the member and the bridge.
We will do everything within my power to make the
upcoming year exciting and fun.
The D-5 Conference will be 27-30 March in
Ocean City, MD. Six couples, including Janet and I,
will be attending so we can gain more knowledge
and get ideas from other squadrons that we may be
able to use for our squadron.
I’m sure we are all looking forward to attending
the Commander’s Reception for our new Commander, Rana Weaver, at the home of P/C Donnie, AP
and Rana Weaver on Sunday, 6 April from 1500180. Their address is 6220 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk. I
know it will be a great time.
For the upcoming year, we are planning on 6
cruises The first being 2-4 May at Smithfield Station. I want to remind all captains and mates to contact Brian for all reservations. Below is the reservation information for this cruise. The theme will be
Cinco de Mayo with the Kentucky Derby on Saturday afternoon. Contact Brian at 757-357-7700 or at
www.smithfieldstation.com. Hotel, restaurant, pool
and pump out is available with fuel at the entrance to
the Pagan River. Sign-up sheets will be available at
all of our upcoming meetings for all of our cruises.
At our next dinner meeting, we will have a sign-up
sheet for the annual picnic and VSC inspections.
This will be held at Portsmouth City Park, 140 City
Park Avenue, Portsmouth on Saturday, 17 May
from 0800-1300. The vessel safety checks will begin
in the morning and we’ll start cooking the hot dogs
and hamburgers around 1100. The picnic location
will be near the boat launch ramps. We’re asking
everyone who attends to bring a covered dish. Also,
there will be safety vessel checks done on Sunday,
18 May at West Marine on Mercury Boulevard in
AO Article, Continued on Page 7
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2014 NRPS Change of Watch
1 March, Nansemond River Golf Club House, Suffolk

It was a gala evening as our new
Bridge was duly
pledged by Past D5
Commander Ralph
Barnard, AP and
his wife Nance from
Absecon Island PS.
The decorations
were festive, the
members were
glamorous and the
food was scrumptious! We especially
liked the “waving
burgee” cake and
the NRPS 50th
Birthday circle!
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2014 NRPS Change of Watch
1 March, Nansemond River Golf Club House, Suffolk
The George
Award was
awarded to
Dick Pond, P
in honor of
his forgetting
his wife and
sailing off
without Sylvia
-no one could
top that one!
And Lt Frank
Brown, AP
was awarded
the George A
Morrison
Award for all
he had done
for NRPS this
past year.

Cdr Matt
Schulze,
P gave
“Thank
You” gifts
to his
Bridge for
their hard
work.
Rana Weaver then
took the pledge of
office as she begins her year as
the Nansemond
River Power
Squadron’s Commander, with
Ralph Bernard issuing the pledge.
Then Rana presented Matt the
Burgee for Past
Commander. And
the 2014-2015
year began, as
Rana promised 50
events to commemorate our 50
years!
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Electronically Aided Collisions
by Charles Fort

50 Events to Celebrate
50 Years

Reprinted eBeacon, Coast Guard Auxiliary Assoc., Inc.

14 January Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
18 January Boating On Rivers, Locks and Lakes Seminar
18 January Anchoring Seminar
20 January Bridge Meeting-Schulze’s home
26 January-2 February USPS® Annual meetingJacksonville, FL
11 February Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
14-16 February District 5 winter training session-Linthicum
Heights, MD
17 February Bridge Meeting-Schulze’s home
22 February ABC Safe Boating Class
1 March ABC Safe Boating Class
1 March Change of Watch-Nansemond River Golf Club
16 March GPS Seminar
18 March Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
27-30 March District 5 Spring Conference-Ocean City, MD
5 April ABC Safe Boating Class
6 April Commander’s Reception-Weaver’s home
8 April Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
12 April ABC Safe Boating Class
15 April Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
2-3 May D5 Co-op Charting Workshop-Norfolk
2-4 May Cinco de Mayo & Kentucky Derby CruiseSmithfield Station
13 May Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
17 May VSC Day & Picnic-Portsmouth City Park
18 May VSC Day at West Marine-Hampton
20 May Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
6-8 June Harbor Fest Cruise-Tidewater Yacht
10 June Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
17 June Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
8 July Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
15 July Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
18-20 July Dog Days of Summer Cruise-Cape Charles
Town Harbor
26 July-1 August D5 District Cruise-Chesapeake Bay
31 July, 1-3 August Summer Rendezvous & Council Meeting-Crisfield, MD
8-10 August Salty Dawg’s Celtic Romp Cruise-Salt Ponds
Marina
12 August Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
19 August Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
5 September On the Water Training
6 September On the Water Testing
5-7 September 50th Anniversary & Bay Daze Cruise -Blue
Water Yacht
9 September Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
23 September Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
14 October Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
17-19 October Wine Festival Cruise-Waterside Marina
21 October Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
24-26 October D5 Fall Education Conference
1 November Auction-Magnolia Ruritan Club
11 November Dinner Meeting-George’s Steak House
16 November Daytripper
18 November Bridge Meeting-Weaver’s home
7 December Christmas Party-Weaver’s home

According to reports, this boat was traveling the
ICW under autopilot when it suddenly veered and
slammed into the bank.
QUESTION: What happens when you let a box of diodes, transistors, and microprocessors assume command
of your boat?
ANSWER: Just about every accident you can think of,
from groundings to collisions
Over the years, the BoatU.S. Marine Insurance publication, Seaworthy, has published articles that had more to
do with common sense (don’t drive drunk, don’t go boating
in a hurricane, avoid depths shallower than your keel, etc.)
than with boating skills. With the advent of low-cost
chartplotters and other navigation gizmos, the Coast
Guard has identified yet another “common sense” topic:
Electronically Aided Collisions (EACs), which occur when
a boat’s skipper puts too much faith in the boat’s electronics. An EAC can be as simple as groundings that occur
when an autopilot strays off course or collisions that occur
because the boat’s skipper was more involved in fiddling
with a GPS than paying attention to where the boat was
headed. In most cases, Rule Five of the COLREGS was
ignored: “ . . . every vessel shall at all times maintain a
proper lookout by sight and hearing as well as by all available means.”
Seaworthy has analyzed some of the EAC claims and
even spoken to a few willing, if embarrassed, boaters. The
causes of EACs are many, but tend to be grouped into
three areas.
1) The Videogame Syndrome
A skipper in New York, who recently spent a lot of money
on an integrated navigation system for his 43-foot cruiser,
told Seaworthy, “My wife used to refer to the boat’s nav
system as my $10,000 video game. After I bent both props
and rudders on some rocks while I was showing her how
the system worked, she started calling it my $20,000 video
game.”
Manufacturers design navigation equipment to be easy to
use, and some of them are downright fun. Some electronic
systems even have digital joysticks—a device first used in
Electronic Collisions Continued on Page 6
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Safe Boating Education
Requirement in Virginia
As we prepare to enter the boating season for
2015, questions continue to come up regarding the
Virginia Safe Boating Education law. This year, as of
1 July, the age cutoff for boats with 10hp engines is
45. As we all know, ALL PWC operators, regardless
of age, must carry the Safe Boating Card. But we
have many military personnel in this area. What
about those individuals. We contacted the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries in Richmond and
here, thanks to Tom Guess, VA representative to the
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, is the reply we received.
Here is how it works with the law and the military
regarding age restriction and boat/PWC operation in
regards to education: No different than anyone else.
If they operate a PWC in VA and fall within the
age restriction law under the Code of VA: 29.1-748 –
Restriction on operation, penalty.
*This applies to all operators within this age category regardless of where the PWC is registered or
where the person is a resident. They may not operate under the age of 14. If they are 14 or 15 they
must have completed a NASBLA approved course
and carry proof while operating. They can’t use any
of the other provisions or exceptions in the education
requirement under the regulations because it is a
separate and distinct law.
*If a person is 16 or older operating a PWC that is
registered in Virginia (regardless of where the operator is from) they must have completed a NASBLA
approved boating safety course (or meet one of the
exceptions) and carry are card with them when they
operate. By operating a VA registered PWC they
have become a VA boat operator.
*Currently, if a person operates a boat (10 hp or
greater) that is 40 or younger (on 1 July will be 45
and younger) and that boat is registered in VA they
must have completed a NASBLA approved course
(or meet one of the exceptions) and carry proof while
operating. By operating a VA registered boat they
have become a VA boat operator.
*If a person is 16 and older (meaning they would fall
within the education requirement for VA) and they
are operating a PWC registered in another state or if
they are under the phase in age for education

Nansemond Light

(meaning they would fall within the education requirement for VA) for motorboat operators and operating a boat registered in another state. S/he must
follow the education requirements of his/her home
state.
*A rental or morale boat operator would follow the
education requirement, dockside safety checklist requirement, or as directed by the Commanding Officer.
Statistics show that the mandatory Safe Boating
Education requirement has had a great impact on
ALL boaters, not just civilians or just military. Remember, the penalties are pretty hefty (State penalty
is $100 plus court costs—in Isle of Wight County, as
much as $119, in Suffolk, from $71-91) for violation
this rule. Carry your Safe Boating card with you and
all times and, as always, PRACTICE SAFE BOATING.
Electronic Collisions, Cont’d. from Pg. 3

video games. Interactive displays can show data from
charts, GPS, radar, depth, speed and wind instruments,
and even television. Some screens have moving 3-D icons
of the operator’s boat with chart, bathymetric, and radar
overlays, and even sounds. Ironically, skippers who become too involved in their navigation electronics might
need to recruit a second person to act as a lookout; operators can get so intent watching the colorful “video voyage”
that it’s easy to forget to look up.
2) Limitations, Inaccuracies and Failures in Electronic
Equipment
The accuracy of current GPS chartplotters is startling—
most manufacturers claim to be able to locate your position to within about 10 feet. In fact they are so accurate
that several claims have been made when skippers set a
waypoint to a buoy or marker— and were surprised when
they hit it. The amazing accuracy of GPS sometimes lures
boaters into becoming complacent—what can go wrong if
you know within a few feet where you are? But there is no
guarantee from manufacturers or the Department of Defense, who operates the GPS system, that GPS devices
will have, or continue to have, that accuracy.
According to a spokesman for the Department of Defense, every once in a while a GPS satellite malfunctions
and gives inaccurate data that might take a few minutes to
correct—a few minutes that could ruin your day if you’re
relying on a GPS to steer your boat. Certain atmospheric
factors and other sources of error can also affect the accuracy of GPS receivers, as can the number of satellites visible. The GPS datum and chart datum have to agree and
even if they do, there still may be problems. A Seaworthy
editor, to cite but one example, was taking a friend’s trawler south in the ICW when he noticed the boat’s chartplotter showed the boat to be about 200 feet inland. The trawler was equipped with an integrated system that relied on
GPS input— the autopilot, chartplotter, and radar used the
data. He didn’t know when the inaccuracy began, but he
said he would quickly have found out if he had been using
his GPS-integrated autopilot to steer the boat. The lesson:
electronics are not foolproof—rely on your eyes first, then
your electronics—if they don’t agree, stop until you’ve figured out why.
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D5 2014 Spring Conference
Princess Royale, Ocean City MD, 24-27 March
Those of you who did
not attend the District 5
Spring Conference
missed a good time.
The Council and the Conference went well. The
classes were informative.
The awards were plentiful
(thanks to all of your hard
work last year). The birthday cake Rockettes were
entertaining. Barney Rubble even made an appearance in the infamous Flintstone mobile with his son
Bambam. From Beach
Cabanas, to heart shaped
hot tubs, to hospitality
rooms, to
“Schooners” (Did you say
Corona Light?). What a
fun time! Nansemond
River was well represented at the Conference.
Thanks to all 26 members
of Nansemond River Power Squadron who attended! Enjoy the photos!

Commander Rana
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D5 2014 Spring Conference
Princess Royale, Ocean City MD, 24-27 March
Nansemond
River
Power
Squadron won the following
awards at the D5 Conference:
*A National Distinctive Communicator Award for Publications
*A National Distinctive Award for
Websites

*A Social Media & Networking
Achievement Award
*A Social Media & Networking
Improvement Award
*A District 5 Award for Completing 250 Vessel Safety Checks
*P/C Lilly Stone, JN Earned
Membership-Century Club for
Completing 103 VSCS
*Lt Robert Wallace, SN Earned a
New Full Certificate Representing
the
Ultimate
Educational
Achievement

Then our new D5 Commander, Jim Colston, AP took
his pledge of office and the
new District year begins!

Nansemond Light

Page 8

April 2014

2014 NRPS Cruise Schedule
Signup Sheets for each Cruise will be Available at Each Monthly Meeting
2-4 May
Cinco de Mayo & Kentucky Derby
Location: Smithfield Station Contact: Brian
@ 757-357-7700
www.smithfieldstation.com Cost: $2 per
foot, including electric
Notes: Hotel , Restaurant, Pool, Pump Out,
Fuel at entrance on Pagan River

6-8 June
38th. Annual Norfolk Harbor Fest
Location: Tidewater Yacht
Contact: John @ 757-393-2525
www.tyamarina.com
Cost: $3 per foot plus electric, Rates for
3-day booking, Thurs-Sat or Fri-Sun.

18-20 July

Dog Days of Summer
Location: Cape Charles Town Harbor
Contact: Andy @ 757-331-2357, www.capecharlesbythebay.com, email: townharbor@capecharles.org
Cost: $1.50 per foot, $5 per night for 30 amp, $10 per night for 50 amp
Hotel: Hotel Cape Charles 757-695-3854 Notes: Restaurants, walking distance to activities in town

8-10 August

Salty Dawg’s Celtic Romp
Location: Salt Ponds Marina, Hampton
Contact: Cindy @ 757-850-4300, www.saltpondsmarinearesort.com
Cost: $1.25 per foot plus $7 per night for electric
Notes: Restaurant, Pool on site

5-7 September

Nansemond River Power Squadron 50th. 50 Anniversary/Hampton Bay Daze
Location: Blue Water Yacht, Hampton
Contact: Francis @ 757-723-6774 (Note: sign up quickly as slips go quickly during Bay Daze)
www.marinas.com, search for Blue Water Yachting Center
Cost: $3 per foot, $3.50 for 30 amp per night, $7 per 50 amp per night
Notes: Restaurant on site, Gas, Diesel, Pump Out

17-19 October

Wine Festival
Location: Waterside Marine, Norfolk
Contact: John @ 757-625-3625, www.watersidemarina.com
Cost: $2.50 per foot, 1-30 amp included, 2-30 amp or 1-50 amp $5 per night
Notes: Numerous restaurants at marina site. Hotel: Sheraton, www.sheratonnorfolkwaterside.com or
Norfolk Marriott, www.marriott.com
Captains and First Mates are responsible for making their own reservations!
AO Article, Cont’d from Pg. 2

Hampton.
Last, but not the least bit important, we are planning for the annual auction to be held on 1 November, depending on availability of the Ruritan Club.
I look forward to any and all suggestions and will do my best to make this another great year!
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do than by the ones you did do.
So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”
- Mark Twain
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
6 April

Commander’s Reception
Weavers’ Home
6220 Godwin Blvd, Suffolk VA

8 April

General Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk

11-13 April

Bay Bridge Boat Show
Stevensville MD
Publisher’s Statement

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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