Cdr Rana Weaver, AP

What a beautiful weekend in Cape Charles!! I
wish I had a dollar for all of the times during the
weekend when someone mentioned how beautiful it was and how our past July cruises were usually hot and miserable. Thanks to P/C Art Aikin,
JN & Gail Aikin, S and P/C Mary Fisher, AP & P/
C Norman Fisher, AP for being our ODs for the
weekend. Also a special thanks to P/C Jack
Eure, AP & Mary Ann Eure for sharing their lovely
home with us!
The USPS® old tag line was “Boating is
Fun…We’ll show You How.” They now have replaced that with a new tag line which is “Come for
the Boating Education…Stay for the Friends.”

For me that line is perfect! P/C Donnie, AP and I have surely received a good boating education
from some of the finest instructors. We greatly enjoy the functions and the public service opportunities that the NRPS and the USPS® have to offer. But the one thing that makes us stay are the
friends. We have made lifelong friends whom we love to boat with but that is not all. We drink wine,
beer, mimosas, bloody marys,…(ok alcohol) together. We enjoy BBQs, oyster roasts, TGIFs, and
even Thanksgiving dinner together. We not only talk about boats but we talk about cottages, Amsoil,
electricity, pharmaceuticals, lighthouses, vacationing, gardening, hunting, fishing, tractors, crab farts
and many other interesting subjects that we have in common with other members. Thanks to each
of you for playing a special part in my life and sharing your time with me on my life journey.
Hope to see you back at Georges for our General Squadron Meeting on 12 August.

Commander Rana
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Lt/C Doug Fisher

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN

Good Day Boaters
What a great weekend
at Cape Charles.
The
OD’s, Mary & Norman
Fisher and Gail & Art Aikin
really did a bang up job
with the Hawaiian themed
cruise. My favorite was
the signature lemon beverage that was served on Friday. I am sure it is destined to be a new summer favorite.
It was also fantastic to see all the boats flying the
power squadron ensigns, NRPS pennant and current
and past officer flags. With all the flags, we (NRPS)
are easily identified as a group of like minded people
and it just might spark a conversation on the pier
with bystanders thus generating interest and new
members. Who knew that plying for new members
was so easy?
Are you like me…..don’t have enough time to do
what you like, when you like. Well, our national organization has realized that many people are in the
same boat (so to speak) and have developed several
online seminars (called webinars) for Power Squadron members. Using a grant from the Boat US foundations, it gives members and non-members a
chance to learn right in the comfort of their own
home.
USPS® Interactive Online seminars are hosted on
BoatUS Foundation’s systems. Two seminars are
currently being offered to the public with a third and
fourth seminar coming in the near future. During July
2014, all seminars and courses hosted by the
BoatUS Foundation, including ours, will be available
at discounted promotional prices. USPS seminars
are being offered at $24.95, half their usual price,
during the first half of July.
In addition to USPS-written seminars, the BoatUS
Learning Management System also hosts online
courses and seminars written by BoatUS employees
and the Colgate School of Sailing. These courses
are also available at promotional prices during July.
Go to www.usps.org/edonline for more information.
More USPS National news:
First Timers Welcome to Governing Board in
Crystal City!
XO Report Continued on Pg. 6
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As I sit down to write this article for our newsletter, it seems like a long time ago since I’ve written
the last article. Many things have transpired this past
month and many changes have taken place. First of
all, our last dinner meeting at the First Lady didn’t go
as planned. Several days prior to the meeting, we
found the price had gone up and the menu had
changed. Because of time restraints, there wasn’t
time to change the meeting place. However, we
thought this still might work. The night of the meeting, our buffet turned into a sit-down ”meal”. Based
on the circumstances that occurred that night, we
cancelled our Change of Watch meeting and will not
be holding it at the First Lady. However, we had a
great speaker that talked about the history of the
lighthouses on the James River. This was the highlight of the evening. Thanks to Commander Rana
for bringing such an interesting speaker.
At the present time, I am working with several
other venues for our Change of Watch meeting in
March. As soon as the plans are finalized, everyone
will be notified.
We really had a great experience on our last
cruise to Cape Charles. The OD’s, Gail Aikin and
Mary Fisher, did a great job in planning the weekend. We all were invited to Jack and Mary Eure’s
summer home for our Saturday evening dinner. It
was a wonderful place to spend the evening with
great hosts, good friends, a beautiful home and an
awesome view of the Bay and the setting sun. We
thank Jack and Mary Ann for a very memorable gettogether.
Our next cruise was scheduled to be at Salt
Ponds. Thanks to H. J. South who had been at that
marina, and he questioned whether we could be together as a group. Based on this information, we
found they didn’t have the dock space to put us all
together. Grace and Frank Brown actually drove to
the marina, and confirmed it wouldn’t work. I cancelled the cruise to Salt Ponds and with Grace’s
help, made arrangements to cruise to the York River
Yacht Haven. I really look forward to the Celtic food
and dress at our dock parties. The OD’s for this trip
will be the Browns and the Wallace’s They have
planned a really nice weekend for us and we hope to
see all of you there. Please make reservations as
soon as possible, phone number is 804-642-2156.
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NPRS Supports Colonial PS Water
Daze...and Sells the Winning Ticket!

Educational
Officer’s Report

Michael Bergevin (pictured below right) of Gatling
Pointe in Smithfield won this 14’ canoe in the raffle,
valued at $700! Not bad for a $5 investment!!

Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Summer is the time to take a break from Education as we take part in the Cruises scheduled from
May to October. We are working on the Operations
Training Class that will be available for ALL members to take (no test, just attendance at both 4-hour
session required for credit.) I am working with our
Past Commanders and hope to have the schedule
set soon. It will be two 4-hour sessions on a Saturday morning. Dates and location still “up in the air”.
The 4 modules will cover all aspects of our USPS®
experience. Module 1 covers the purpose of the
training, Introduction to USPS® the Courses and
Seminars and Squadron, District and National Organization. Module 2 covers Education and Training,
Standing Committees, Leadership and Scheduling.
Module 3 looks into Finding Solutions, Communications, Conducting a Meeting and some Case Studies. Finally, Module 4 looks at USPS® Protocols and
“Using the Tools”. This course is important, I feel, for
everyone. I have had to learn most of these items
but actively searching the USPS® website and
emailing or calling various officers to get the answers. Please consider attending.
I am updating our Nansemond River PS website
(www.nrpowersquadron.com) education page to list
the courses and seminars we offer in a drop menu
and you can use this page to request classes of interest. We know we want a Seamanship Class this
Fall and we have quite a few who have earned the
grade of P who are prime candidates for an Advanced Piloting class. I’ll distribute a note to you
electronically when the Education page is updated
online.
Check XO Doug’s article for information of what is
available on-line for education too. I prefer the hands
-on classes but for many, online is a viable alternative.
If you have an idea or request for a class or seminar, let me know. Call 472-4178 or e-mail at
frank.brown@gmail.com.
CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2014

Frank Brown
sold the ticket, then took
advantage of
the
golden
opportunity to
do an immediate
vessel
safety check
on said new
canoe!!

The NRPS Bridge would like to thank all of the
members who have been ODs in the past and all of
those that are signed up for the remaining cruises
this year. We would like to remind you that up to
$100 is allowed for reimbursement for cruise expenses. Please turn in receipts totaling up to $100
to the treasurer, Janet Horn and she will be glad to
write you a check. Again, thanks for volunteering to
be ODs!

OPERATIONS TRAINING coming soon
TBD Instructors: Past Commanders?

August Birthdays
P/Lt/C Brenda Wallace, JN August 20
P/C Jack Eure, JN August 29
P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP August 31

SEAMANSHIP
Sept/Oct time frameInstructors: TBD
1400-1600 hrs on Sunday afternoon?

August 2014
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Luau Weekend in Cape Charles on the Eastern Shore!
Cape Charles City Marina, 18-20 July 2014

What a weekend it was,
with wonderfully unseasonable weather (in the 70’s
and low 80’s) that no one
complained
about...we
started off with docktails
and hors d’oeuvres and
then dinner on our own.
Mary and Gail outdid themselves with fine appetizer
fare and luscious adult
beverages! Then we partied!
NRPS had a strong
showing with 10 boats,
and several bed & breakfast and hotel stayers in
town! And the Eures were
in attendance, over from
their new summer home
by the golf course! As per
the usual, the fellowship
was lively, and the Hanburys kept the music going
all evening!

Nansemond Light
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Luau Weekend in Cape Charles on the Eastern Shore!
Cape Charles City Marina, 18-20 June 2014
Saturday dawned overcast, but the rain held off all
day! Brunch on the dock
was a lively affair and after
such a repast, most members opted for a day in
town. And anywhere you
walked in downtown Cape
Charles, you ran into our
squadron members! Dinner
was indeed a scrumptious
luau feast (complete with
leis!), hosted by Jack and
Mary Ann Eure in their
beautiful new beach home.
Barbeque, every salad and
side imaginable...and a
dessert table heavily laden.
Guilt had many of us walking the long back to the marina, but it was such a lovely evening with the sun finally emerging, that no one
minded! A wonderful weekend for everyone who came
across the Bay!
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XO Report, Cont’d from Pg. 2

USPS proudly introduces its Boating Skills Virtual
Trainer, the industry’s premier interactive simulationbased boating safety program and a powerful instructor tool. The BSVT is a USPS training unit funded by
a grant from the U.S. Coast Guard with advanced water physics developed by Virtual Driver Interactive.
USPS now has five BSVT units and is accepting reservations on a first-come, first-served basis via the
reservation Web form at http://www.usps.org/php/
bsvt. This internal website, for USPS members only,
has additional info with questions and answers. Visit
the external BSVT website to watch videos of this exciting new addition to the educational curriculum! call
USPS® customer service at 888-367-8777 ext. 0 or
email me. —Lisa Herndon
Time is Running Out for Governing Board
Reservations
Make your reservations for 7–15 Sept. at the Hyatt
Regency Crystal City in Arlington, Va. You can be
exploring our nation’s capital and surrounding historic
sites within minutes. We have many day and evening
tours scheduled as well as a Sunday Lunch Cruise on
the Potomac. The Sunday cruise ends before 1400,
so you can stay another night or head home. If a few
more people sign up for the cruise, we will have the
upper deck to ourselves. Make your hotel reservations now as the hotel is almost sold out for Tuesday
and Wednesday. The extra rooms we secured are
going fast. Visit the National Meetings Committee's
website for information on activities, reservations

Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp

and the meeting agenda as well as information on
backup hotels for Wednesday. Event discounts end
31 July, so book now before you have to pay more!
The uniform for Saturday night has been
changed to blazer. usps.org/php/reservations
If you haven’t attended a national meeting before
and are planning to attend the upcoming Governing
Board meeting at Crystal City, you are a First Timer!
The Membership Committee has lots of helpful information to share with you. You are invited to a special
reception on Friday, and we have a special gift for
you when you register! Please be sure to indicate
that you are a First Timer when you complete the
registration form! Watch for information coming your
way via email, and look for our welcome table at the
conference. We look forward to meeting you! Email
me here Lynda Leque or email membership@usps.org
Five Boating Skills Virtual Trainer Units Now
Available for Reservation
If you have nothing going on the first weekend in
Aug, check out our D5 event in Crisfield Md. It
sounds like they have a great cruise planned.
2014 Summer D5 council & rendezvous.
August 1-3, Somers Cove Marina, Crisfield, MD
If you are interested in attending the event go to
www.uspsd5.org
See you at York Yacht Haven Aug 8-10, for the
Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp. This cruise was cancelled
last year due to weather and should be a great time.

8-10 August 2014

MARINA CHANGE: York River Yacht Haven

(804) 642-2156

Call to make your reservations...then come enjoy a fun-filled weekend as we celebrate our Celtic heritage (even if you’re NOT Scottish or Irish, like on St. Paddy’s Day,
we ALL can claim it this weekend)! And as all Irish and Scots like to play games...so
will we!
So join us, and bring your favorite board game, dice game, card game-you name it!
We’ll even have corn hole!!
Friday Night…
Irish/Scottish Rhomp on the Dock with Salty Dawgs (Both gin and vodka!) for imbibing, and hors d’oeuvres starting at 1830 (6:30 for you land-lubbers) and then dinner on your own!
Saturday Morning…
Breakfast on the dock at 1000, we’ll supply Bloody Mary’s and Mimosa’s with
haggis and scrambled eggs, and you bring a covered dish for us all to share!
Saturday Night…
Bring a covered dish of your choice and we will be serving up delicious Shepherd’s Pie and Celtic Paradise Punch. Wear your favorite Irish or Scottish attire and “get your Celtic Salty Dawg on”!

Nansemond Light
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Boating Under the Influence
Law enforcement officers across the U.S. participated in Operation Dry Water – the nation’s boating
under the influence (BUI) awareness and enforcement campaign the weekend of 27-29 June. Alcohol
use is the leading known contributing factor in recreational boater deaths in the United States.
During the three-day Operation Dry Water weekend, law enforcement officers at local, state and federal levels were on heightened alert for those violating boating under the influence laws. See the chart at
left for current results as
of 24 July. Thousands of
law enforcement officers, along with their
boating safety partners,
were on the water during
Operation Dry Water
educating boaters about
the dangers of boating
under the influence of
drugs and alcohol as
well as removing from
the water those who
choose to boat impaired.
"The mission of Operation Dry Water and the law
enforcement officers who participate is to reduce the
number of alcohol- and drug-related deaths on the
water,” says John Fetterman, National Association of
State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) Deputy
Executive Director.
Driving while intoxicated (DWI) seems to apply
only to drivers of cars, motorcycles and other land
vehicles. As we know, the comparable violation is
Boating Under the Influence (BUI). All 50 states have
some laws against driving a boat while intoxicated. A
huge amount of boating accidents occur because of
drunken boat drivers. Both Coast Guard and state
authorities have severe penalties for breaking BUI
laws.
The U.S. Coast Guard has authority in our boating environ. Their jurisdiction extends to federally
controlled waters (i.e. Atlantic Ocean).
Virginia and North Carolina waters (our most used)
are controlled by Conservation Officers and may
have BUI checkpoints set up on the water, similar to
those along roadsides. Both Virginia and North
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Carolina recognize the same .08 blood alcohol level
(BAL) or higher. These alcohol limits typically apply to
boating operators. (but if you go to California, minors
under the age of 21 may encounter a BUI arrest for
as little as .01 BAL (of course, there is the issue of
under-age drinking also.)
If you are arrested for a BUI, here is what to expect:
If you are arrested by federal authorities for BUI
of drugs or alcohol, you could be charged with a
civil penalty that could cost up to $5,000. Or you
might be charged with a Class A misdemeanor
that carries an imprisonment of one year or less.
If you are arrested by the Coast Guard for a BUI,
your trip will be cancelled and the boat will be
towed. You will be turned over to state authorities
once you reach the dock.
Many states require alcohol counseling, fines,
boating safety classes, community service, loss of
boating privileges, loss of boating license or jail
time.
Alcohol affects a boat operator's judgment, balance and coordination. Boat drivers under the influence of alcohol often capsize their boats or fall overboard. We know that drinking alcohol is more dangerous on water than on land. The motion of the boat,
the sun, the wind, the noise of the engine and the water spray can create “boaters fatigue”, which can result in accidents.
So, bottom line? Boat safely to your destination.
Get your boat properly and safely docked and tied
down. THEN party hearty.
Input from Jennifer Hinders, Www.life123.com

“Drunk Morons Sail into a Bridge”, photo courtesy of
www.crashaccidents.com
AO Report, cont’d. from Pg. 2
Also, please be sure to let OD Grace Brown, S
(gowithgrace@aol.com; home phone: 757-279-0812;
cell phone 757-816-9058) know you will be attending
and she will keep me informed. We are looking forward to another great cruise.
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
8-10 August

12 August

1 August

Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp Cruise
York River Yacht Haven
(NOTE LOCATION CHANGE!)
Monthly General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk
D5 Rendezvous & Summer Council
Somers Cove Marina
Crisfield MD

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Publisher’s Statement

Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P

Page 8

August 2014

