Summer is finally here! My favorite time of
year! Donnie and I got out on the Chuckatuck
Creek in our smallest Carolina Skiff recently. We
put out our crab pots, did a little fishing, and enjoyed the wildlife (no silly not “the wild life” but
birds, turtles, etc.). It was wonderful! Being on
the water is very relaxing. I like to slow down the
fast pace of life and take the time to enjoy all of
God’s wondrous creations. So get out there on
your boat, it may be just what you need.
Way to go vessel safety examiners! Last year
Cdr Rana Weaver, AP our squadron performed 251 VSCs. Our goal for
this year is 275. That means that each examiner
must perform more than they did last year. Now
is the time to get those boats examined. Even if
you are not an official examiner you can still help with this goal. Encourage your family, coworkers,
neighbors and friends who have a boat to have it checked for safety. (Hey, while you are talking
with them ask them to join us at our next function!) Remember it could save their life and the lives
of others on the water. We have vessel safety examiners who are located in most all of our local
cities and they are ready to accommodate these boaters by performing a free VSC.
I recently went to welcome students to our ABC class. It was great to see a packed house (or
fire station classroom)! There were men, women, and youth in attendance. Kudos to Frank for getting another ABC class together, evidently it was needed. Thanks to all of our instructors who so
willingly give of their time to go and teach the students and answer their questions. Good job!
Our next cruise will take place at the town docks of Cape Charles. This is a destination that the
NRPS has not yet visited. It appears to be a nice facility and it is close to the quaint downtown area.
Thanks in advance to Jack and Mary Ann Eure for hosting us at their home during this cruise.
I hope you will join in on our July general meeting as we try out the First Lady. We will also enjoy
a program by Larry Saint on the Nansemond River Lighthouse. See you soon!

Commander Rana
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Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN

WORKING ON A NATIONAL IDENTITY FOR
US ALL
THE ENSIGN: A SOURCE OF
NATIONAL RECOGNITION
Good Day Boaters
We are the United States Power Squadrons®.
A renewed effort is underway to broadcast that
name and identity nationwide. We are all proud
members and hold our squadrons as something
special. But for us all to be successful, we need to
rely on our national brand for our identity.
Members are working to get the
word out that the
United States Power Squadrons® and in particular,
Nansemond River Power Squadron is the “GO TO” organization
for boating education and safety. We know the
name Holiday Inn and realize that the name of the
local franchise is not relevant. The same is true with
most national businesses. Unconsciously, we let simple abstract symbols persuade us to shop.
In a recent USPS® national publication, it was
noted that of the 12 boats pictured in the photograph,
only 3 were flying the Power Squadron Ensign and
even fewer had their squadron pennants on the bow.
USPS® needs to re-gain its national identity…..and it
all begins with us.
Improving our national (as well as local) identity
increases membership http://www.usps.org/national/
membership/ brand recognition and community
awareness. Flying your USPS® Ensign from the
back of your boat at a cruising function or an underway on your
own, along
with
the
NRPS pennant
provides instant
“brand
recognition”
for you and
the rest
XO Article Continued on Pg. 3
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Summer is officially here with the arrival of the
Summer Solstice this week! I hope everyone has
been enjoying the great boating weather we’ve had
the past few weeks!
This month we had our second cruise of the season. Everyone who attended the Harborfest celebration with us at Tidewater Yacht had a good time. P/
C Matt Schulze, P and Kim Schulze, P did a great
job as the OD’s for the cruise. Those among us who
are still limber enough to play Twister had a lot of
fun, as well as those of us who observed the game
being played! We thought Kim Schulze was going to
be undefeated, but at the end, Mary South won the
last game !
Please plan to join us at our 8 July regular monthly meeting. We will not be meeting at George’s
Steakhouse this month. We will be meeting at the
First Lady which is located at 447 W. Washington
Street in downtown Suffolk. We will have a buffet
dinner and Commander Rana Weaver, AP has
planned a guest speaker following dinner.
Our next cruise is 18-20 July Cape Charles Town
Harbor. Gail Aikin, S and P/C Mary Fisher, AP are
the OD’s for the weekend. Everyone will be on their
own for dinner on Friday. There will be the usual
group breakfast on the dock Saturday morning. P/C
Jack Eure, JN and Mary Ann Eure have invited everyone to their home at Cape Charles for the Saturday evening dinner. The Eure’s will provide some
dishes for the dinner, as well as transportation for
everyone who comes by boat to their home. Gail
and Mary are asking everyone to please bring a dish
and to let either one of them know prior to the cruise,
so they have a better idea of what everyone will be
bringing. It isn’t too late to join the group if you
haven’t already made your reservations. As of the
writing of this newsletter, there are 5 members who
signed up at the meeting to go on the cruise, but
haven’t made their reservations with the marina. If
you’ve had any changes to your plans, please contact Andy at the
marina. (757-3312357)
Safe boating
everyone and we
hope to see you all
at the First Lady &
Cape Charles!
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

July Birthdays

The call came and another ABC Safe Boating
class was generated. 13 students are in our latest
class being held at the Suffolk Fire Station on Rt 17
in Northern Suffolk. Thanks to P/Cs Lin Hanbury AP,
Bob Eure AP, Norman Fisher AP and P/D/C Drex
Bradshaw AP for responding and helping make our
latest class a success.
We are looking at holding the Operations Training
in the September-October time frame. It is a great 8
hour class that helps our members understand what
it takes to have a successful squadron … and for 50
years, we’ve been just that. So look for that class
coming—everyone will be welcomed at that class.
Many folks have asked what are the classes we
can offer at NRPS. The classes available are listed
in the article on Squadron Local Boards. Here is a
listing of the seminars available. An asterisk by the
name means we have offered this in the past. If you
see one that interests you, let us know. We’ll work to
offer them. Remember, the seminars are approximately 2 hours in length.
These seminars are available now:
Advanced Powerboat Handling, Anchoring*,
Basic Coastal Navigation, Basic Weather and
Forecasting, Boat Handling under Power, Boating on Rivers, Locks and Lakes*, Crossing Borders, Emergencies on Board, Fuel and Boating,
How to Use a Chart, Hurricanes and Boats,
Knots, Bends and Hitches*, Man Overboard,
Marine RADAR, Mariner's Compass, Mastering
the Rules of the Road, Paddle Smart, Partner in
Command, Practical On The Water Training,
Sail Trim and Rig Tuning, Tides and Currents,
Trailering Your Boat, Using GPS*, Using VHF &
VHF/DSC Marine Radio*
Again, contact me if you have any interest or questions.
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7/8 John Leach, AP
7/9 Vik Malkani
7/13 Joyce Bradshaw. S
7/17 William Kelly, Jr., AP
7/24 Denise Farris
7/25 H. J. South
7/25 Mary South
7/26 P/C Lin Hanbury, AP
7/30 P/C Gary Kirts, AP

XO Article, Cont’d. from Pg. 2
After the last general meeting some members asked
which flag is the correct one so here it is at the ship
store
http://www.shopusps.org/cgi-shop/sc/
productsearch.cgi?
storeid=*0c1521a8a634a2f3&search_field=ensign
along with our NRPS pennant (two are authorized,
with or without the gold border and words in the river)
available from our emblematic officer Butch Baxter, P.
Don’t forget your Bridge Officer Flag or Past Commander etc. The national Marketing Committee has
released details of a new national “tag line” for posters and the ends of articles. The newly approved national tag line
“Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the
Friends”
Now replaces “Boating is Fun…We’ll show you How”.
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HarborFest and ‘70’s Disco Cruise in Pictures!
Tidewater Yacht, Portsmouth VA, 6-8 June

Nansemond Light

Page 4

July 2014

HarborFest and ‘70’s Disco Cruise in Pictures!
Tidewater Yacht, Portsmouth VA, 6-8 June
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Squadron Local Boards of Education—(from Operations Manual)
There are three squadron local boards of education: boating, advanced grades, and elective courses. A
chairman is in charge of each local board. The SEO may serve as the Chairman of the Local Boards or one
may be appointed by the commander. This appointment must be approved by the National Education Officer
since it has an impact on the entire educational program of USPS®.

Assignments for each Board Chairmen are:
Boating: is responsible for the squadron’s programs
of instruction and examination in basic public education
boating courses. Ideally, he should have attained the grade
of Advanced Pilot, or higher. The assigned course we currently offer is America’s Boating Course (ABC). There are
other programs available from USPS® to consideration.
Advanced Grades: is responsible for the squadron
program for instruction and examination in advanced grade
courses. Ideally, he should have attained the grade of Navigator, but, at a minimum, should have completed the highest
advanced grade course being taught in the squadron. Assigned courses currently include: Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Navigation.
Elective Courses: is responsible for the squadron program of instruction and examination in elective courses. Ideally he should have successfully completed all elective courses being taught in the squadron.
Assigned courses currently include: Cruise Planning, Engine Maintenance, Instructor Development, Marine
Electronics, Marine Communications, Marine Navigation Systems, Sail, and Weather.
General Responsibilities of Board Chairmen: include, but are not limited to (we realize these must
take into consideration size of squadron and potential leaders available):
 maintaining USPS standards of instruction and examination in all courses.
 participating in the planning for the year’s programs.
 keeping the SEO advised of potential problems in his assigned courses; offering suggestions for
improving the courses and teaching methods; advising him of any important developments in the
courses.
 Coordinating with the public relations chairman, newsletter editor, and squadron web master, publicity programs promoting participation in their courses.
 supervising the instruction and examination of students in all courses assigned.
 encouraging the use of effective teaching aids in all courses.
 administering examinations in classes under his jurisdiction (normally NRPS SEO does this);
prompt reporting of exam results to the SEO, instructors, and students, and ensuring that exam
critiques are used to the best advantage of both students and instructors.
 preparing and preserving complete reports, statistics, and other records for transfer to a successor
at the appropriate time.
When NRPS can take this step forward by implementing these positions, the SEO’s job will be less overwhelming. Sharing the load will help us continue to be one of the most effective Squadron’s in meeting our
educational goals. Remember, many come to us for our educational opportunities. Your help in ensuring continued success is greatly appreciated.
If you have an interest and have questions, contact me at education@nrpowersquadron.com or 757-4724178.
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Joe had saved up for many years and was finally going to purchase the fast offshore boat of his dreams. Shortly after
hitting the water curiosity got to him and he pushed the throttle forward. With the wind blowing his aging hair back he
smiled until he noticed a marine patrol boat chasing after him. At first he speed up to run away then realized, that was
the wrong thing to do. With a terrible feeling he slowed to a stop. The officer asked his name. A very frightened, "Joe",
was the response. Seeing that Joe was feeling really bad about being pulled over, the officer told him that if he could tell
him a good reason for speeding his boat, he would let him go with just a warning. Joe thought for a moment then said;
"My wife ran off with an officer and I thought you were trying to give her back!" With a smile the patrolman said; "Don't
do it again!" and left.
Reprinted from: www.bluewatersaiing.com
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Capacity Certificate of Compliance
Many of us were saddened to learn of the deaths
of two boaters recently in Hampton. They were part
of a party who were fishing near the MonitorMerrimac Bridge. According to local firefighters,
there were five people on the 1975 Manatee boat

when the engine failed and the boat swamped and
overturned. Two of the five were killed in the accident. Several things regarding this accident were
worthy of note so that, hopefully, others will learn
from this accident. First, the 14 ft 1975 Manatee boat
was not designed to have 5 people AND 2 ice chests
plus a dog on-board. I tried to find the Capacity recommendation for the 39 year old boat but could not
but it is apparent, according to official reports, that the
capacity had been exceeded. A representative of the
Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) was
quoted “They never should have been on the water
with that much weight.” Also, sadly, there were life
jackets (PFDs) onboard but not used. Reports reflect
that even if they had been use, their condition was
such that the VMRC representative did not believe
they would have been of help.
The Capacity/Certificate of Compliance plate is
put on every boat built that is under 20 feet LOA before it can be put into service. It contains important
information. The operator should clearly understand
it. It provides information for the maximum safe limits
under ideal sea conditions. Changes in the state of
the weather and seas will reduce this capacity.
If, for some reason, there is no capacity plate on a
boat less than 20 feet, the following formula can be
used to determine the maximum number of persons
that can be safely carried in calm weather: Boat
length multiplied by boat width divided by 15 (L x
W/15) = Number people that can be safely carried in
calm waters.
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The capacity plate also provides information on
the maximum horsepower limits. While the horsepower rating on the capacity
label is “advisory” in nature,
some states have laws prohibiting any overpowering.
Outboard motors with greater horsepower than listed on
the capacity plate are possibly in violation of these
laws.
In addition, most manufacturers will void the warranty if the boat is overpowered. Some insurance
companies may cancel policies because of the overpowering. (VEs should be aware of state law applicability.)
The Coast Guard in 1971 was mandated by Congress to provide safety standards for recreational
boats under 20 ft. with enforcement mechanisms to
insure conformance.
The standards developed by the Coast Guard
include display of a Coast Guard plate providing capacity, safe loading, safe powering and flotation
standards for monohull boats.
These standards are voluntary for boat manufactures. If a manufacturer chooses they can self certify
by certifying they meet Coast Guard standards. The
most common route is for a manufacturer to present
their products to an approved testing facility for evaluation. The testing facility then follows the testing
procedures developed by the Coast Guard to provide
a final product rating for each boat the manufacturer
wants to market and sell.
Extensive testing is done before the boat is approved. Using the capacity guideline displayed will
help ensure a safe boating trip. Please pay attention
to these certificates when you are out in a smaller
boat. Share this information with your friends and fellow boaters. The recent experience showed how
drastic the results can be. Here’s to safe boating for
all.

“Yes, this is
my yacht. I
was in a
simplistic
mood when
I designed
it!”
Reprinted
from www.
hallmarine,
com
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
8 July

18-20 July

1 August

Monthly Squadron Meeting
First Lady, 447 W. Washington St
Holland Rd., Suffolk VA
Cape Charles Cruise
Cape Charles Town Harbor
Cape Charles VA
D5 Rendezvous & Summer Council
Somers Cove Marina
Crisfield MD

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Publisher’s Statement

Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
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