Cdr Matt Schulze, P

turned out OK and for that I thank a tolerant membership and a terrific Bridge.
Speaking of the Bridge, I need to sincerely thank
every one of them. They provided stellar performance and advice through the year and made my
job a whole lot easier. I think I’ll save the rest of my
speech for the Change-of-Watch dinner. So, you’ll
have to come on out to hear it. Suffice it to say,
there are others within the squadron who deserve
thanks, but there is no one within the squadron who
doesn’t deserve recognition for their participation and
contributions over the last year. I want to send a sincere thank you to the entire squadron for putting your
trust in me and for supporting mine and your efforts
throughout the past year. I have every confidence
that the next year will be as good or even better.

See you at the COW!

Hi Everyone!
The Change-Of-Watch (COW) dinner is coming
up on 1 March. As one of my last duties as Commander, it’s customary to give an outgoing speech,
which I have been working on. So in this final article
of my Command, I will attempt to kill two birds with
one stone and present, at least in part, my closing
comments and the privilege it has been to serve as
the squadron Commander.
As I reflect on the last year, in many ways it
seemed like one big paradox. On one hand, the past
year seemed very, very long. There was a lot going
on with work and home and with the additional demands of being Commander, it seemed like there
was always something else to do and less and less
time to relax and enjoy. On the other hand, maybe
because there was so much going on, the year
seems to have flown by. Time flies when you’re too
busy to watch the clock. I remember briefly being
worried about performing adequately as Commander
and making sure I didn’t miss anything or mess anything up too badly. I say briefly because I must have
given this up early on, as worrying takes time and I
didn’t seem to have that luxury to dwell on outcomes.
So I did what I do best and plowed ahead, often playing catch up, and making decisions on the fly. I was
willing to take my lumps when I disserved them and
grateful when things turned out OK. Mostly, things
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Wow, another year has gone by! I know they say
the older you get the faster they go, but I can’t image
the years going by much faster than this. It has been
a pleasure to serve as the Executive Officer of such
a fine squadron. Thank you for the opportunity to
serve. We have had a great fun filled year together.
We have worked hard, but we have also played
hard.
The USPS® and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
are working together to promote the USCG recreational safe boating program. This program promotes
safe recreational boating to the general public thru
classes and literature about safe boating. This program also can help us to bring in new members by
distributing brochures about our squadrons.
Have you looked at the USPS® Online Interactive
Learning Program? There may be seminars on there
that are of interest to you and your fellow boaters.
Now is a great time to take these seminars since it is
still cold outside. Check it out by logging on to
www.usps.org/edonline.
A dozen or so of our members will head to Ocean
City, Maryland for the District 5 Spring Conference.
It is taking place at the Princess Royale Hotel on 2830 March, 2014. It is not too late for you to join us
for this fun and educational event! Sign up today
(see below) or contact me for more details 537-3108
(cell).

Good Day Boaters,
First, I would like to remind everyone of the
Change of Watch ceremony on Saturday 1
March at 1800. The event will be held at the
Nansemond River Golf club (same as last year). If
you have not signed up and would like to attend
there still is time. Please email or call me at 757334-5505 or douglas.m.fisher@gmail.com. The
cost is $33 per person ($15 has been taken off the
top from our savings). There will be an excellent
buffet with prime rib, chicken picatta, salad, asparagus, garlic mashed potato and a special desert.
Please contact me soon if you have any questions.
This is the last article I will be writing as the
squadrons Administrative Officer. What a year we
have had. Please enjoy our year in pictures.
A few bridge officers
attended the D5 training
session in February,
preparing for the upcoming change of watch
and induction of new
officers.
In March the Change of
Watch 2013 occurred and
set the tempo for all of the
fun and fellowship everyone
has enjoyed throughout the
year.
Starting off in April, the
new commander (and secretary) held his commanders reception, welcoming
the group to their at their home for a great get together. Also in April was the first cruise to Hampton. The Pressons put on a great spring break in

D5 Annual Meeting and
Spring Conference
Princess Royale Hotel Ocean City, MD
28-30 March, 2014
Nansemond Light

(AO Report Continued on Page 5)

Page 2

March 2014

capacity. I am proud of what we’ve done.
Have an idea for a class? Let Gene know at education@nrpowersquadron.com.

Educational
Officer’s Report

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2014

Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
As we come to end of my 3-year tour as your
Squadron Educational Officer, I am very proud of
what we have accomplished in that term. We are
halfway through our ABC3 Safe Boating class and
will graduate 13 new “Safe Boaters” Saturday, 1 Mar.
But these classes (the Safe Boating Classes plus the
Advanced Courses, Elective Courses and Seminars
within our Educational Program) are only possible
through the commitment and effort our instructors.
Thanks to P/C Art Aikin SN, P/C Fletcher Beadles
AP, P/D/C Drex Bradshaw AP, P/C Tom Chapman
SN, P/C Robert Eure AP, Doug Fisher, P/C Norman
Fisher AP, P/C Lin Hanbury AP, Lt Lanny Horn APIN, 1Lt Gene Monroe AP-IN, P/C Ron Murphy AP, P/
C Lilly Stone JN, P/C Donnie Weaver AP and visiting
instructor P/C Bonnie Brown-Murphy AP for responding to my calls over these past 3 years for help in
providing top-notch training for all our students.
After a quick review of our records, we served 141
students in our Safe Boating Classes and 101 NRPS
members in our Advanced Courses, Elective Courses and our recent success with the popular Seminars.
The bridge approved a motion to use the funds in
the George Morrison Memorial Fund to purchase a
set of educational materials for the instructors for our
Advanced Courses, seminars and Elective Courses.
This library will be provide the manuals to future instructors to prepare for the class or seminar. The
materials will stay in the NRPS library for long-term
use. I know that George would be happy to see us
using these funds to support our Educational Program.
I attended the Mid-Winter Training Session held in
Linthicum, MD on 15 February and had a wonderful
day. I spent time in my last SEO gathering (see photo) and dropped in on the Commander, Executive
Officer and Administrative Officer sessions to bring
home educational materials for our incoming bridge.
As we transition to our new bridge, we already
have the items listed below on the calendar. Give
incoming SEO Gene Monroe as much support as
you gave me. He is coming up with great ideas and
solicits your input too. NRPS is recognized throughout the District and USPS® for Educational Excellence and I anticipate this continuing well into the
future.
Thank you for allowing me to serve in this
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Using GPS
Instructor: Art Aikin
Date: 16 Mar at Suffolk Fire Station 5, Rt 17 1400
1600 hrs
Cost: $5 for materials
ABC3 Safe Boating Class
Instructors: Gene Monroe, et. al.
Date: 5 and 12 Apr, Chuckatuck Fire Station, 300
Kings Hiway, Chuckatuck Time: 0845 hrs
Registration, 0900-1400 hrs each day
Operations Training
Instructor: Multiple instructors Dates 8, 9, 10 May
Thurs/Fri—1900-2100; Sat 0900-1300 hrs)
Location: TBD
Cost $10
Put education and fun on your calendar

NRPS’s current ABC3 Safe Boating class being held at
Suffolk Fire Station 5. 13 attendees. And notice our 50
year banner on display! Also , note all our great Power
Squadron info available to the participants!
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Safety Officer’s
Report

Boating SafetyIt Could Mean Your Life!

Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN

It sure has been a hard winter, but spring is finally
arriving. As I look back at the past year, we certainly
have had some great cruises and lots of good times
together. As your Safety Officer, I’m glad to say
through this past year our members didn’t experience any safety issues that we know of.
Congratulations to all of our Vessel Safety Examiners on the banner year they’ve had with the number of Vessel Safety Checks! Special congratulations to Lilly Stone on exceeding 100 Vessel Safety
Checks this past year- Great Job Lilly!
It has been a great year. Thanks for practicing
safe boating and I look forward to working with you in
this coming year as your Admin Officer.

In the most recent year with complete data, the
US Coast Guard reports that there were 4515 recreational boating accidents in the U.S. and its territories
in which 651 lives were lost and 3,000 were injured.
Almost 71% of the fatal accident victims drowned,
and of these, 84% were reported as not wearing a
life jacket. Seven out of every ten boaters who
drowned were using boats less than 21 feet in length.
BWI (Boating While Intoxicated) is the leading
contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it was
listed as the leading factor in 17% of the deaths. Operators with a blood alcohol level of 0.10 percent (for
most of us, that means just one to three beers) are
10 times as likely to be killed in a boating accident as
a sober boater.
What about the remaining four deaths out of every
five? Additional contributing factors were operator
inattention, operator inexperience, excessive speed
and other improper operation, improper lookout, poor
vision, faulty equipment, inadequate safety systems
and devices, limited or inaccurate local knowledge,
and ignorance of basic rules of the waterway.
ABA encourages every boater to be serious about
boating safety, starting with the proper kind and
amount of boater training. Remember, a boating mishap or fatality often involves innocent people who
share in none of the blame, but all of the consequence. As a responsible boater, the life you save
may very well be someone else's. Remember, B E S
A F E* - KNOW YOUR…

The Suffolk River Heritage presented a program on
18 Feb, about the Lighthouses of the Lower James
River. Of particular interest to our Squadron was the
portion on our on Nansemond Lighthouse (for which
our squadron publication
Attending were Rana &
Donnie Weaver, Drex
Bradshaw, Frank Brown
and above, they are pictured with the presenter Larry Saint...and the
replica he built of our
beloved
Nansemond
Light. Note photo at left
of the original that was
on display.

Nansemond Light
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Boat
Equipment
Safety devices and PFDs
Alcohol limits
First aid & emergency procedures
Environment (area and weather)
...BEFORE YOU GO!
Source: National Safe Boating Council
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cruise themed as Boaters Gone Wild. Noteworthy
was the bikini remover and Betty Sue’s jalapeño
poppers. The weather was cold but that did not
stop a bunch of folks just itching to get some water
running under their hulls.
Of course boating season would not be complete
with the Hanburys’ Cinco de Mayo cruise to Smithfield Station. The weather was horrible, cold, blustery and rain but thanks to Smithfield stations conference room we all enjoyed a heap of Mexican food,
great blow up decorations, many different sombrero’s and mustachios. In fact, Cheryl has somehow
set a trend throughout the entire volunteer Officer of
the Day corps. The mini hat has been a huge hit at
every event this past year. Additionally, Kirk Troen,
P volunteered the Lighthouse suite for the Kentucky
Derby party. Again, the hats came out, this time is
large size with all kinds of stuff on them. Thanks Lin
and Cheryl for the great weekend.

In June we had “Festivis” at Tidewater yacht. This
cruise coincided with my 50th birthday and Harborfest.
Julie and I were OD’s and to my great surprise, Julie
had covertly planned a giant 50th birthday party on the
pier that lasted the entire weekend. We showed up to
the boat on Friday afternoon and all my siblings we
onboard drinking Mai Tais. She had made arrangements for all of them to fly to Norfolk and spend the
weekend with us. What a coup. I had no idea. The
weekend was surprise after surprise and the best part
is that I got to celebrate with all my NRPS friends.
Great Job Julie.
The July cruise was to Waterside for the “Beer and
Wine Fest” Julie and I were OD’s and had a great
time. Again, the weather did not cooperate but everyone had a great time with dinner at the Owl Observation Station and Joes Crab Shack. The Saturday
wine and beer tasting was a big hit with the winning
wine being a $6 bottle of Sutter Home Muscato Au-

was recorded and the OD’s, Gail Aikin, S and Lt Kim
Schultz, P put on a superb Jimmy Buffett themed
cruise. The margaritas, matching shirts, blinking
parrots, blow up tropical stuff all contributed to an
outstanding time. P/C Mary Fisher, AP was essential in the entire D5 event coming together. Great
job to all involved, a great representation of how and
what we do in NRPS.

September brought us to Hampton at Blue Water.
The cruise coincided with the annual Bay Days festival on Saturday. The weather was just about as
good as it gets during the day and the fire balls on
the pier kept everyone warm and cozy as the chill
set in when the sun went down. Even though most
boats experienced a choppy sea on the way in, the
superb weekend festivities made up for the discomfort. Great job to Rena and Donnie Weaver, who put
on a great weekend with excellent food and fun.

October was the much anticipated Salty Dawgs
Celtic Rhomp put on by Lt Grace Brown, P and
Brenda Wallace, JN. Unfortunately the event was
cancelled due to a Nor’easter. Hopefully it will be
rescheduled for 2014 season.
November was the Annual Fund Rising Auction.
This year was a record breaker. We made more
money this year than ever before. Thank you to all
who participated and especially our auctioneers P/C
Larry Roundtree, AP. P/C Mark Presson, P and
Lanny Horn as well as our accountant/treasurer Lt
Janet Horn, AP and bartender Gene

gust brought NRPS to the D5 rendezvous in Kings
Creek on the eastern shore. A near record turnout

March 2014

Page 5

(AO Report Continued on Page 6)

Nansemond Light

(AO Report Cont’d from Pg 5)

Presson, P. The food was fantastic, catered by Suffolk BBQ, deserts were abundant and delicious.
Thank you to everyone who made up special theme
baskets and home made good such as pies and
canned items. They were a big hit and I expect we
will be requesting more like them in the future.

Also in November, L/C Frank Brown, AP-IN represented the squadron at the D5 fall conference in the
proposed change in the squadrons burgee for safe
boating since 1964. Pictured is his presentation to
the group. Frank has contributed extensively to our
squadron this year, not only in education but in
many, many other ways. Keep up the great work,
Frank.

All and all, a great year. I am very pleased with all
our accomplishments over the entire year and all the
great cruises. Other squadrons continually question
us as to how our membership keeps growing? The
answer is simple….Good people, good fun and safe boating
all rolled into a well run organization. That is what makes us
great. I hope Lanny has just as
much fun as I have had as the
Admin Officer. Thank you to
everyone who participated,
taught a class, volunteered for
an event or just simply showed
up and had a good time. It has
been my honor to serve you all.
Dead ahead, through the pitch-black night, the captain
sees a light on a collision course with his ship.
He sends a signal: "Change your course ten degrees
east."
"Change yours ten degrees west," comes the reply.
The captain responds, "I'm a United States Navy captain!
Change your course, sir!"
"I'm a seaman second class," the next message reads.
"Change your course, sir."
The captain is furious. "I'm a battleship! I'm not changing
course!"
"I'm a lighthouse. Your call."
Courtesy of www.sinclairinletyachtclub.com

Finally in December the Wallaces hosted the
Christmas party. What a great event to wrap up a
great year. Even though the weather did not cooperate (seems to have been a constant dilemma
throughout the year) the party went off without a
hitch. Fletch Beadles, got the grill going with oysters
and everyone brought something to share. 80% of
the muster was in attendance, some inside, some
outside by the fire. No matter where you were, I
think everyone had a great time and went home full
of holiday cheer.

Nansemond Light
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Spring Start-Up Checklist
From Discover Boating, Presented by the Recreational Boating Industry
Spring has sprung—and for millions of boaters in the U.S. that means it’s time to take their boats out of winter storage and put them in the water. For boaters, annual preparation and cleaning projects are necessary rites of spring that
help to ensure not only their protection and safety, but also to prevent problems that could keep them off the water once
the season is underway.
Discover Boating has put together general guidelines for pre-season boat preparation; get ready for your spring
launch by reviewing these six key areas of maintenance. (Be sure to consult your owner’s manual for maintenance instructions specific to your boat model.

FUEL SYSTEM
Inspect the fuel system for leaks or damage; pay special attention to fuel hoses, connections and tank surfaces. Evidence of damaged fuel hoses includes softness, brittleness or cracking. Replace components when necessary and verify all fittings and clamps are properly secured. Ensure the engine, exhaust and ventilation systems are all functioning
properly.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Inspect all electrical connections for cleanliness and tightness—corrosion is often a sign a connection may not be safe.
To prepare electrical connections for the summer, remove the terminals and use a wire brush to clean them, along with
all cable ends. Charge your battery and have it tested to ensure it can hold a charge. Electrical systems should be regularly inspected by a qualified technician.

PROPELLERS AND HULLS
Inspect propellers for dings, pitting, cracks and distortion. Damaged propellers can cause unwanted vibration and damage to your drive train. Make sure the propeller is secured properly, and replace bearings when needed. When inspecting the hull, look for blisters, distortions and cracks. Be sure to clean the hull, deck, and topsides using an environmentally safe cleaning solution. And, make sure the drain plug is securely in place before every launch.

BELTS, CABLES AND HOSES
Belts, cables and hoses are important to check, as they can become brittle and may crack during winter storage. Belts
should fit tightly around pulleys to prevent slipping; a worn belt may have a black substance near the pulley and will fit
loosely. Cracks or swells on the outer jacket of control cables may be a sign you have to take immediate action.

FLUID LEVELS
Check all fluid levels including engine oil, power steering, power trim reservoirs, and coolant. Be sure to change the engine oil, oil filter, and drive lubricants, if these tasks were not done prior to winterizing your boat.

SAFETY GEAR
Check your life jackets to ensure they are in good condition and that there are enough on board for all potential passengers. It’s important to ensure that each individual has the correct size life jacket for their body weight. Be sure all
onboard fire extinguishers are the correct class for your vessel, and are fully charged and stowed in the proper place.
Take advantage of any safety inspections offered by the US Coast Guard (USCG), USCG Auxiliary or US Power Squadrons.
Get the new boating year off to a great
start: Ensure you’ll enjoy another season
of carefree boating and make your annual
boat preparation more manageable with
their handy Spring Start-up Checklist. You
can get the printable Checklist on line at
their website...www.discoverboating.com.
And you can also find a wealth of other
information as well, like books, brochures,
etc.! And we love any organization which
directs its readers to get a safety inspection by our Power Squadron (see above
reference in “Safety Gear”!)
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NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
11 February

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk

15 February

D5 Mid Winter Officer Training
Maritime Institute, Linthicum, MD

28-30 March

D5 Annual Meeting & Spring
Conference, Princess Royale
Hotel, Ocean City, MD

6 April

Commander’s Reception
Weavers’ Home, 6220 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk
Publisher’s Statement
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Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Asst Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
1Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Kim Schulze, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following month’s
issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our
members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Matt Schulze, P
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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