Thanks to all who came to the Commander’s
Reception. I think everyone had an enjoyable
afternoon eating, drinking and talking!!
May is full of opportunities for you to get involved in your squadron!! *Our first cruise is the
2 through 4 May and the Officers of the Deck,
Cheryl and P/C Lin Hanbury, AP have some
great events planned for us. *Our dinner meeting
at George’s Steakhouse will take place on 13
May with social at 1830 and meeting at 1900.
Butch Baxter our Supply Officer Extraordinaire
Cdr Rana Weaver, AP will present a short program on items that we
have in stock that can be purchased and items
that can be special ordered such as burgees,
shirts, hats and coats. These items can be
personalized with your name, your boat’s name, and the squadron’s name and logo. *National Safe
Boating Week is 17-23 May. We will kick the week off with our annual Vessel Safety Check Day on
17 May from 800-1300. This year’s event will take place at Portsmouth City Park. Our vessel examiners will be inspecting boats and giving them an official US Coast Guard seal of approval (only if
they pass of course). We will be having a picnic lunch from 1130-1300. The squadron will be
providing hamburgers, hotdogs, fixin’s and drinks (non-alcoholic obviously). You are invited to come
and bring a side dish to share. This year we will be giving lunch tickets to those who get their boat
inspected. This is just a small reward for taking an active part in ensuring the safety of their boat
and it’s equipment. Hopefully this will encourage them to have a free lunch and gather with some of
our members to see how great membership can be and how much fun we have. If you are not a
vessel examiner, this is where you come in! Come out in your finest NRPS attire (free advertising),
take part in this great event and crank up the fun!! *Sunday 18 May our vessel safety examiners will
be at West Marine in Hampton where they will be inspecting boats in the parking lot from 13001700. Even if you are not an examiner, we still need your support. I encourage you to come out
(wearing NRPS attire) and take part in this event by talking to the West Marine customers about the
United States Power Squadron, the Nansemond
River Power Squadron and about boat safety in
general. You could discuss the importance of Contents:
wearing a life vest, the importance of making
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN
Ocean Marine Nautical Days

D5 NOAA Charting Workshop
Atlantic Marine Ctr., Norfolk
Date: 2 May – 3 May 2014
If you are not going to the Smithfield Station
Cruise and would like something special to do,
choose to attend the NOAA Charting Workshop in
Norfolk on 2– 3 May. Actual registration deadline has
passed, and I know everyone received an email
about the event. But you could call Norma Parrish
(757-224-4302) and check to see if it were still possible to attend!

Around Hampton Roads…
10 May at 1300
Creek Paddle
York River State Park
Description: Explore the beautiful wetlands or
river with us. You may even encounter a variety of
wild creatures! Learn something new and exciting as
you paddle up the creek or down the river; and don't
worry, we provide you with a paddle of your choice
(canoe or kayak). Taskinas Creek and the York River
are so rich in their resources and we'll teach you
ways to protect them.
Cost: Canoes $9/person or $6/person (family of
4+), solo kayak $16/person, tandem kayak $11/
person
There are many events being held at this
park...check it all out at the Hampton Roads Community Calendar website section of www.dailypress/
entertainment!

17 May Fourth Annual Buckroe Beach Reggae Fest
Description: Enjoy live reggae music at Buckroe
Beach during this free family-friendly event. Featured
artists include Tuff Lion, Living Truth, Steve Martiez,
Give Thanks Reggae Band, Natures Child, Session
Rockers, Mighty Joshua & Zion 6, DJ Cool Mo, and
more. www.bbreggaefest.com.
Cost: FREE!
“What do you call a schooner in a wine glass?
Port!”
-Jarod Kintz
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Due to a scheduling conflict, we were unable to
officially accept the invitation of Ocean Marine to
participate in the 5th Annual Elizabeth River Nautical
Yard Sale & Flea Market on 17 May, 2014. This is
the same day as our Vessel Safety Check / Safe
Boating picnic at City Park, Portsmouth.
The festivities are scheduled there from 0900 to
1700 hrs so if you complete your morning with us at
the Park and want to support another activity for National Safe Boating Wee, stop by the Center on
Wavy Street. While we will not have a specific presence, just letting folks know that we are there will
allow us to find folks wanting Safety Checks right
then or folks willing to sign up for a check at a future
date. Hopefully next year we’ll have more lead time
and hopefully we’ll be able to join with Ocean Marine. I’m still looking for a flea to buy!!
If you haven’t had
your own boat
“checked”, many of
our NRPS VSC Examiners will be on
hand at Smithfield
Station…….so if
you’re brining your
boat over for the
weekend, get it
done by one of the
many who will be in
attendance this
weekend!
Commander, Cont’d. from P. 1

I challenge you to talk to a friend, neighbor, or
co-worker this month about boat safety. Invite
them to come to one of these events where they
can learn more about NRPS and the good that
we are doing in our local boating communities.
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I will be contacting our Past Commanders and
experienced members to ask for your support in
teaching parts of the 4 module program. Dates and
location for the training are yet to be determined but,
again, I ask your support for this most important Education Opportunity.

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Our Educational program had two successful
Safe Boating Classes in March and April, with 25
more individuals satisfying the requirements for the
Safe Education program in Virginia. Thanks to P/C
Lin Hanbury AP, Lt/C Lanny Horn AP-IN, P/C Bob
Eure AP, P/C Norman Fisher AP, Lt/C Doug Fisher,
P/C Ron Murphy AP, P/C Bonnie Brown-Murphy AP,
Lt Bob Wallace SN, P/C Lilly Stone JN, and P/D/C
Drex Bradshaw AP for sharing their time and expertise to make these two classes exciting and FUN!!
As the new branding for USPS® says, Come for the
Boating Education … Stay for the Friends. Those
who attended left the class with new boating acquaintances and a willingness to all boat safely.
I am pleased to be serving again for a 1-year interim term as the SEO for NRPS. But this process
identified to me and the bridge the importance of
preparing our members to help the squadron be successful in this very important part of our program.
The structure of the USPS® program is such that a
number of opportunities avail themselves to the
membership to support our Educational Program.
But most members know very little about what it
takes to have a successful Squadron (and, no doubt
about it, WE ARE A VERY SUCCESSFUL SQUADRON.)
The Operations Training (OT) Program of
USPS® is the best general overview that explains
how all the parts work together to produce success
in our mission to educate the boating public and advance the membership, educational and fraternal
aspects of Squadron life. This is an eight hour
course, to be completed in two 4-hour sessions. This
is truly a MUST program for all officers (and potential
officers), committee chairs and ought to be taken by
every member of the squadron who wants to understand the workings of the squadron. Unlike other
USPS courses, IQ is not designed to enhance boating skills. Rather, it deals with the operation and
structure of USPS, its Districts and Squadrons. No
exams or tests are involved; just complete the OT
program on how your squadron and USPS® functions.
So get the 'facts' about USPS®. Learn about the
relationship of our Squadron to the district and national units. Get to know how our squadron functions
through its component parts. The information you
derive from OT is bound to make your membership
in USPS® more rewarding.
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CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2014
Operations Training
Instructor: Multiple instructors
Dates 8, 9,10 May
Thurs/Fri—1900-2100; Sat 0900-1300 hrs)
Location: TBD

With hurricane season coming in June, I would
like to submit attached picture to remind us of the
perils of hurricane season for the June issue of the
Nansemond Light. This photo shows, you do not
have to be on big water to get damage from a hurricane. This photo was taken by a friend of my dad,
William (Billy) Maroulis 12 Sept 1960 at the Lafayette
Club in Norfolk, VA located at the Granby St.
Bridge after the storm passed. The eye wall of the
hurricane passed over this area and the back side of
the storm did all this damage. The river only makes
up for about a half mile here and it was said there
were six breakers on the pier. Yes, the boat in the
foreground is the 65' Mar-Sue, then known as the
Mar-Sue II. Behind her is the 62/63' Garroway
(SP?), 77' Kit-Mar & a 48' Chris Craft (name ?). To
my understanding the Mar-Sue II was the only one of
the four to sail again under her own power
again. The Garroway, Kit-Mar and the Chris Craft
were considered total loses. However the Kit-Mar
was raised and served as a non powered houseboat
in Portsmouth, VA and ended her last days beached
inside the Chuckatuck Bridge in the mid 1970's. The
Mar-Sue II was repaired in Elizabeth City, NC and
continued to her serve her owner. It is said that the
Mar-Sue II pulled the outer most mooring pile out of
the bottom hence creating a chain reaction.
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-Butch Baxter, P
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NRPS
Pre Cinco de Mayo & Derby
Cruise Schedule
Smithfield Station

Friday 6:00 - Fiesta Party (Please bring a dish)
Saturday 10:00 - Brunch on the dock (Please bring a
dish)
Saturday 6:00 - Kentucky Derby Party
(Post time is 6:24) (Don’t forget to
wear your hat!)
Saturday Dinner—Smithfield Station
(Following the Kentucky Derby!)
MAY BIRTHDAYS…
1 May: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
4 May: P/C Mary Fisher, AP
17 May: Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
19 May: Patti Drake, S
20 May: Lt Bob Wallace, SN
Boaters - The dinner meeting of the Nansemond River Power Squadron will be Tuesday, 13 May at Georges
Steak House, 1260 Holland Road in Suffolk. Social at 1830. Meeting at 1900. All are welcome. Contact Rana Weaver @ 537-3108 for info.
Boaters - The Nansemond River Power Squadron will be performing free vessel safety checks at Portsmouth
City Park on Saturday 17 May 17th from 800 to 1300 hrs.
Boaters - The Nansemond River Power Squadron will be performing free vessel safety checks at the West
Marine on Mercury Blvd in Hampton on Sunday 18 May 18 from 1300 to 1700 hrs.

Finley Sea Scout Service Award
This USPS® Award recognizes members who have provided outstanding civic, education, and fraternal leadership to both the Seas Scouts and USPS® through civic involvement, educational achievements, and active
participation in both organizations. There were 5 recipients for 2013...and one was our own…

P/D/C Wilton “Drex” Bradshaw, AP!
Nansemond Light
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2014 NRPS Commander’s Reception
Rana & Donnie welcome us to their “Garage Mahal” 6 April!
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2014 NRPS Commander’s Reception
Brisk and a Little Windy, but a Great Time Was Had by All!

Nansemond Light
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USPS Youth Activities Team
17th Boarman National USPS Youth Annual Poster Contest
As a grandparent, I look forward to the
end of the school year and spending more
time with my granddaughter, Kelsey.
Through the years, we always enjoyed doing art projects together (she “doing” and
me watching, commenting and, of course,
admiring).
I’m sure many of you are happily anticipating visits to or from your grandchildren
this summer. Those visits can be days
filled with non-stop activities that can be
hectic and tiring. A nice quiet-time or rainy
-day activity might be centered on drawing
or painting a poster for the 17th Boarman
National USPS Youth Annual Poster Contest. The contest’s theme this year is “The
W’s of Wear It;” the who, when, where and
why of wearing a PFD – or as Kelsey

called it, her “boat coat.”
Rules and regulations are simple and straightforward and can be found at:
www.usps.org/national/
membership/youth/pictures/The_Youth_Poster_Contest_Awards.pdf
Artistic ability is not a factor in the contest; how well the poster depicts the contest’s theme is of major importance. The contest is divided into three age groups, 6-8, 9-11, and 12-14.
Check with your squadron for their entry deadline date. Squadron winners must be submitted to the D/5
Youth Poster Committee by 30 September. D/5 judging will be held at Fall Conference and National judging
will be at the Annual Meeting in January, 2015.
We appreciate your support and involvement and look forward to a significant increase in participation this
year.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the contest, please feel free to contact me at 610-3660475 or wind6769@aol.com. when, where and why of wearing a PFD – or as Kelsey called it, her “boat coat.”
Have a wonderful, fun summer and enjoy your grandchildren.
D/Lt Bea Norris, Chair D/5 Youth Poster Contest

More “True Nautical” Terms
PFD - Acronym for Personal Floatation Device. This is a multifunction device normally used as a cushion, packing material or sponge. The Coast Guard requires one for each person on board to ensure they have something soft to sit on in
case standard seating is limited.
Port – This is what you drink when you are on the boat. Also the left side of the boat, also a place where boats congregate.
Propeller - A metal thing that looks like a fan and is attached to your motor. Propellers typically do not have the same
number of blades they came with. The propeller is a dual-purpose item. It both propels your boat through the water and
catches stray dock and rigging lines before they can harm wildlife.
Rock - These are devices used to remove rudders from boats. Also what your boat does just after you fill all your glasses to the brim with port.
Sailboat Race – Two or more sailboats headed in approximately the same direction.
Stern - The flat, back end of your vessel, included so you have a place to paint the name of your boat. This does not
apply to Hans Christian and similar boats because they have points on both ends and you don't want to risk sounding
incompetent when trying to determine which is which.
Through-the-hull fitting - A leak.
Topsides – The part of the boat that is not in the water. Also what you should not be caught looking at if you are a married male.
Voyage – Any boat journey long enough to require at least two separate uses of the Head2, not counting the one that
occurs within 10 minutes of leaving the dock.
Wake - This event is part of a funeral and often confused with boating. Also what boaters participate in (their own) when
they do not practice safe boating.
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Colonial Sale and Power Squadron Needs Our Help…..
Guys and Girls,
This year our fifth annual event in support of VIMS runs at Dare Marina in Yorktown 19 July from 9-3 pm.
We changed our name slightly in order to remove the word poker. But the event promises to be bigger and
better and great fun for all who come out on beautiful Chisman Creek and help us support the Bay by supporting VIMS. In case you don’t know yet VIMS is the best weapon we have in the battle to bring our beloved
Chesapeake back to good health. There are many ways you can help and like many of the sponsors who
always help like West Marine in Hampton, Dare Marina, Shep Miller, Jesse White, Colonial Sail and Power,
The Peninsula Association of General Contractors (AGC), Virginia Beach Sail and Power Squadron and
many, many others we need you, your companies and organizations joining with us to support VIMS. There
are thirteen million people living in our Chesapeake watershed. And like all of us who live and work here we
know what the Bay means to our quality of life. VIMS truly is the best way we can donate money and effort to
help her. (Our Bay)

On 19 July we plan to register everyone for this event which will be run around Chisman Creek just off
Poquoson flats and the Bay. They will travel a course by dinghy, jet, ski, boat, kayak, canoe, paddleboard or
inner tube. Any craft is allowed. The course is less than five miles and since there is no race it is just an easy
chill day.
They will make seven stops along the route some floating some stationery. At those stops the sponsor
companies or organizations will give the entrants a bottle of water or some small gift advertising their business or organization. Each entrant that travels the course will be entered in a raffle for a prize connected
with each stop. All together there will be 15 to 20 prizes any entrant will be eligible to win but only those who
hit each stop compete for the special sponsor prizes. There will be booths of vendors, VIMS, HRSD, paddleboard rides and many others offering everything from jewelry to nautical junk. And there will be games, free
food, and entertainment.
This is what we need:
1) Seven companies willing to host a floating or static stop. They can bring in a boat and anchor, or pick
a dock and park or just sit on the dock without a boat. There they hand out gifts and display a prize a company or group donated.
2) Companies selling raffle tickets; The Peninsula AGC agreed to donate 500.00 and help sell raffle tickets (a sheet on that is attached). If we can get 25 companies on each side of the water who agree to handle
100 tickets that would be a 200.00 donation from each. I will be setting up every weeknight and weekend
possible between now and July 19 selling tickets. Your company or group can elect to sponsor and employee who will solicit donations, sell tickets and participate in your company name the day of the event. Most
tickets sold (money raised) wins bragging rights for a year and the mermaid trophy for a year.
3) Prizes are needed and we’ll take any item new or used but we need about 20 to do this right. West Marine will be adding items to the canoe package but otherwise every item donated will become a sponsor prize
or given away at the end of the event around two pm that Saturday.
I hope to get in front of the tidewater chapter and ask for help there as well. I hoping you can assist in that
regard.
But if you can sell or buy some tickets, bring your boat over and be a sponsor stop, donate a prize or all of
the above, I will send out the word and try and make your club, group or company much more famous between now and July. Please help us help VIMS. They truly are our front line in the defense of our Chesapeake. And you are one of us!!!
Thanks,
Bill Walsh, VIMS and AGC volunteer, Colonial Sail and Power

Nansemond Light
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800 554-4581

757 880-8820
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of over 80 percent of boating fatality victims. As a
boat operator, you're in command of the safety of
your passengers. But accidents can, and do, happen
with terrifying speed on the water. There's rarely time
to reach stowed life jackets.

Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt Frank Brown,
AP-IN

I challenge you and your passengers to wear your
life jacket all the time while underway. Wear It!

Senior Boaters Beware
2014 National Safe Boating Week
National Safe Boating Week (NSBW) is coming
up, this year 17-23 May.
You can visit
www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com for free resources
and materials! The campaign still has brochures,
stickers, posters, and other educational materials
available for our NSBW event. On Saturday, the
17th of May, NRPS will be having a Safe Boating
Picnic and FREE Vessel Safety Check (VSC) party
at Town Park, Portsmouth, from 0900-1300 hrs.
Vessel Examiners (we have 12 currently) will be
providing the VSCs for the boaters using the Town
Park Boat Ramp. Others can enjoy watching folks
as they launch and return from a day on the water.
On the 18th of May, we are going into partnership with West Marine at 2900 West Mercury Blvd
(just before I64 over pass) for VSCs in the parking
lot. We plan to have an information table too to
share things with those who trailer their boats to the
parking lot. Thanks to Mike Webb, Store Manager
for West Marine, for agreeing to help us serve their
customers.
Finally, if you haven’t had enough Vessel Examinations, I will be offering VSCs at the Gatling Pointe
Yacht Club marina in Smithfield on Monday, 19 May
from 1700-2000 hrs. Over the past 4 years, approximately 34 boats have participated here each year.
Hopefully we can get their boats in the water in time
for this just before Memorial Day.
The goal of National Safe Boating Week is to
educate and inform the boating public about boating
safety, specifically life jackets. With the anticipated
change in the naming of life jackets, this year’s activity will include informing the public of the changes
and continuing to push the use of inflatable life jackets, a focus of the campaign for the past few years.
Is it programmed in your cell phone? The U.S.
Coast Guard hopes that you’re never involved in a
boating accident. But Federal Law requires you as
the operator to file a boating accident report with
your State reporting Authority. For emergencies,
boating accidents and to report violations, call the
Virginia Marine Police Dispatch Center toll free at
(800) 541-4646.
Remember as a member of the USPS®, and
NRPS specifically, we lead in Recreational Boating
Safety by our own actions. The U.S. Coast Guard
estimates that life Jackets could have saved the
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I, like many of you, receive many unrequested
email messages on a daily basis. But recently I got
one sent to the SEO address from a website
www.seniorboatersofamerica.com. This website endorses and offers a book by James Eastman entitled
“The Book for Senior Boaters”. This book was endorsed by the USPS® in a recent issue of The Ensign. It caught my attention since I had just completed
the paperwork to sign up for Medicare and, oh my
gosh, I AM a Senior Boater.
With 10,000 people per day celebrating their 65th
birthday in America, many of them are boaters. Recent surveys among aging boaters show that over
80% either don't know about, understand or
acknowledge the safety risks associated with the
traits and conditions of human aging that affect boating safety! Many senior boaters are in denial about
the problems that might include reduced eye/hand
coordination, diminished eyesight, body flexibility,
stamina or agility just to name a few.
Eastman wants to attack this trend. He challenges
us to become one of the pro-active senior boaters
who recognize and acknowledge this process of nature. He offers numerous suggestions on how our
Senior Boaters can ensure continued safe and enjoyable boating.
I highly recommend checking out his website.
Even if you are not a Senior Boater yet, his suggestions are excellent for all.
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
2-4 May
13 May

17-23 May
17 May

18 May

Cinco de Mayo Cruise
Smithfield Station,, Smithfield VA
General Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk
National Safe Boating Week
NRPS Vessel Safety Check Day
Portsmouth City Park
NRPS Vessel Safety Check Day
West Marine, Hampton VA
Publisher’s Statement

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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