Cdr Rana Weaver, AP

NRPS 50th Anniversary edition cookbooks are
here! They are now on sale for $9. They make great
Christmas gifts! Don’t wait because they will all be
gone soon! I would like to express sincere appreciation to all of our chefs for sharing and trusting us with
their most secret recipes. We are especially grateful
to Lt/C Frank Brown AP-IN and Lt Grace Brown, P for
the time and the dedication that they put into the organizing, compiling, typing, and publishing of this delightful cookbook!
Congratulations to Charles Hauser, our newest
member who was sworn in at our October dinner
meeting! On behalf of the NRPS members I would
like to welcome you and let you know that we look
forward to getting to know you better know that we

look forward to getting to know you better in the upcoming months.
Special thanks to P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP and P/C Gary Kirts, AP for representing NRPS at the recent
Chuckatuck Founder’s Day on 25 October. The D5 event trailer and SeaVester were enjoyed by all who visited!! They even sold a few cookbooks! Great job guys!!
Due to P/C Donnie Weaver, AP and his 35th class reunion, I was unable to attend the D5 Fall education
conference. Frank Brown graciously represented NRPS at Smith Mountain Lake. He even took on an important role by agreeing to give a presentation about the America’s Boating Course. Of course I know he did
a good job because who knows more about Power Squadron education besides Frank the Excellent Educator?
Another successful auction! If you weren’t there you missed a great time of fun, food, and laughs! Big
thanks to Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP and his auction committee; Mike & Betty Michaels, P/C Art Aikin, AP & Gail
Aikin, S, Lt/C Doug Fisher, P/C Larry Rountree, AP and Lt/C Janet Horn, AP for organizing a great auction!!
Thanks to our basket makers Donna Eure, S and Gail Aikin, S. Thanks to our bucket getters and fillers (great
idea). Thanks to our hors d’oeurves makers (delicious). Thanks to all who cleaned out their closets, garages,
and boats and donated such fine items (ok most of the items were fine). Thanks to all of our bartenders
(although I don’t think people drank that much because they couldn’t go you know what)! Thanks to our very
own sexy Mr. Vana Whites; P/C Norman Fisher, AP and Lanny Horn. Thanks also goes to Norman Fisher for
stealing (I mean acquiring) our mums for our tables!
Last but not least, all the way from Williamsburg,
thanks to our auctioneer extraordinaire, Larry Rountree!
Hope to see you at George’s Steakhouse for our
next general meeting on 11 November. Also mark
your calendar for the NRPS Christmas party which
will be 7 December from 1500-1800 hours at the
Weaver barn. Bring an hors d’eouvres, chair and an
oyster knife (if you like oysters)!

Commander Rana
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Doug Fisher

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN

Good Day Boaters
Fall is…… unfortunately approaching quicker than
we would like. For most, this means breaking out the
pink (environmentally friendly) anti-freeze and the
Sta-bil to ward off the dreaded phase separation in
your 200+ gallon gasoline tank or for the fortunate, a
bilge heater in the engine room to keep your machines nice and cozy warm. Never the less, we will
be without our hole in the water which we constantly
throw money into for some months until the Bradford
Pear’s bloom again.
One last shout out for the cruise to Hampton City
Piers the weekend of 7 November. Hopefully the
weather will acceptable, so if you would like to get
one last cruise in, make your reservations and join
us in Hampton for some great fun.
Here are a few opportunities to expand your horizons during those cold months.
-Delhigh Land Navigation Contest.
Saturday 15 November 2014, 19th annual fall road
rally.
If
you
are
interested
contact
TJA.ML3@verizon.net
-2015 United States Power Squadrons Annual
Meeting. Sunday, January 18, 2015 - Sunday, January 25, 2015. Jacksonville, FL . Go to USPS® website for reservation information
-Officers training for all D5 officers and officer
candidates will be held on 21 February 2014 at the
Southern Maryland Higher Education Center (a new
location this year) 44219 Airport Road, California,
MD. This year they are adjusting the schedule to
make this truly a one day event for most. Instruction
will begin at 1000 and conclude at 1600.

It seems like winter came fast, but it’s still only
fall. The cold weather, wind, and rain sure reminds
us it won’t be long until we have to winterize our
boats so they are ready for spring. Don’t forget if
you are interested in going on the last cruise of the
year, please contact Doug Fisher for any information
you may need.
Saturday night turned out to be another fun night
at our annual fundraising auction. The auction committee had some new ideas that worked very well.
We started earlier and ended earlier than in past
years. Actually, this was a request by many of our
members that seemed to work out well. I would like
to thank all the members who donated items for the
auction. As in past years, we had many great items
that were purchased at good prices. Based on the
information I have, we made approximately
$1,600.00 after all expenses. Again, I would to
thank the auction committee and all those that participated and helped with the set up and the cleanup.
Don’t forget that our Christmas party will be next
month, which will be in place of our regular monthly
meeting. At this time, the details for the party aren’t
complete. As soon as they are, we will certainly inform everyone. Speaking of Christmas, you’ll want
to purchase some of our NRPS Cookbooks. They
make great gifts for those on your Christmas list and
the recipes are outstanding!
Thanksgiving is right around the corner. I want to
wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
Don’t forget to make your calendars for Change
of Watch, which will be at the Nansemond River Golf
Club on Saturday, 7 March 2015!

-2015 Spring Conference. “Charting the way”
The 2015 D/5 Spring Conference will again be held
at the Princess Royale Hotel in Ocean City, MD the
weekend of 26-29 March 2015. For reservations,
http://www.princessroyale.com
A number of exciting events and special activities
are being planned, along with lots of workshops,
seminars, awards presentations, meeting, cocktail
parties and more. Did I mention the cocktail parties?
Please plan to join for the world’s most famous
Friday night Squadron hospitality suite “Pub Crawl”.
Celebrate the success and accomplishments of fellow D5 and Squadron members, and learn about
what is being planned for the District for 2015.
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
How to make education work for NRPS
First, congratulations as we complete the first
Operations Training class offered at NRPS in quite
some time. Thanks to instructors P/C Art Aikin SN,
P/C Lin Hanbury AP, P/C Donnie Weaver AP, P/C
Norman Fisher AP and P/C Mary Fisher AP. For
long time members, things were repeated that have
helped us be successful. For new members, learning what it takes to run a squadron has been a wonderful experience.
The Nansemond river Power Squadron has a wonderful reputation for continuing educational excellence. We have provided boating education for almost every avenue of interest over the past 5
years. But I have to admit I was not doing the job of
SEO in the most effective way. As we complete our
Operations Training class, I now understand even
more the importance of sharing the jobs that make
up all the roles of education for NRPS. I believe if
we start to use the guidelines given us in our train-

ing, we can continue to provide education excellence
and not at the expense of any one person.
The education “department” of a squadron
should consist of at three separate areas of interest.
The three areas are Advance Grades (Seamanship,
Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation and
Navigation); Seminars (more than 15 are available
now); and Electives (e.g. Weather, Sailing, Instructor
Development, Engine Maintenance.) So if I had
done the job per the guidelines, I would have been
working with others and no one person would have
been doing all. I simply did not know this when I
started and that was the only way I had seen the job
done.
Now we need to have one or more people
step up to plate to support our educational program.
I will be moving on but not away so I will be available
to help in the learning process. We will provide inhouse training for each of the areas of education interest to ensure success. Yes, we must have a
Squadron Educational Officer to order materials, register classes and work with the Safe Boating Class.
But we want to have a team that works together, not
one person overwhelmed.
If you are interested in a. serving in one of the
three positions or b. serving as the overall SEO,
please
contact
P/C
Mary
Fisher
(nmfisher@charter.net), nominating committee chair.
For questions about roles involved, contact me at
Education@nrpowersquadron.com or 757-472-4178.
Your consideration of this is greatly appreciated.

October Birthdays
Jennifer Presson, P
Kirk Troen, P
P/C Norman Fisher, AP
Maxanne Morrison
Donna Eure, S
P/C Matt Schulze, P

1 November
5 November
6 November
10 November
16 November
29 November

“I spent hours sitting at the bow looking at the
water and the sky, studying each wave, different
from the last, seeing how it caught the light, the
air, the wind; watching patterns, the sweep of it
all, and letting it take me. The Sea.”
-Gary Paulsen, Caught by the Sea

November 2014

Commander Rana presented the membership certificate and shiny new name badge to NRPS’s newest
member, Charles House at our last General Meeting.
Charles has been on many of our squadron cruises
and we’re glad to have him become a member! But we
always have room for more, so invite your boating
friends to our next general meeting & sign them up!
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NRPS’s Annual Auction and Dinner
1 November 2014, Magnolia Ruritan Club House, Suffolk
It was a crisp November evening, and the rain held off for our
biggest fundraiser of the year-The
NRPS Annual Auction and Dinner.
And thankfully, the donations came
in, the silent auction tables were
filled and the hors d’oeurves
brought in by members went well
with the libations our bartenders
were serving up! Social hour began at 1700 hours on Saturday
night...and the mood was (as usual
for this event!) brisk and lively. Our
treasurer, Janet Horn, efficiently
manned the door and assigned the
bidding paddles.

Initial bids were made on the silent auction items that ran the gamut
from beautifully appointed baskets (and there were several comments
about the fact that bottles of wine seemed to be in every baskethmmm!!) to exquisitely handmade quilts to homemade jellies and pickled delights. Members mingled, drank and then dinner commenced.

Nansemond Light
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NRPS’s Annual Auction and Dinner
1 November 2014, Magnolia Ruritan Club House, Suffolk VA

The room was nicely decorated for
a fall function, and with bellies
filled with fried chicken, barbeque ,
slaw, mac & cheese, potato salad...the auction began in earnest,
or as earnest as it could be!

And our 50th. Anniversary Cookbooks were officially “unveiled”
and the sales were brisk with
members buying multiple copies
(and they’ll be for sale at the next
meeting as well!). Eventually, all
“lots” were auctioned off, ...and
our annual event was completed
with success, thanks to everyone!

Larry Rountree, as our auctioneer,
kept everyone on their toes
(taking bids that weren’t even bid
at times!) and Norman Fisher kept
us in stitches with his “Vana” antics (still managing to make bids!)
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Safety Officer’s
Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
FALL BOATING SAFETY
The leaves are turning colors, there’s a chill in
the air, kids are back in school, and fewer people
are out on the water. It’s a perfect time to go boating!
Before you go, prepare yourself for the changing
conditions. Here are some things to consider:
 Water Temperature: Fall days can be balmy
and bright, but the water is getting colder. If you
spend any significant time in water even as
warm as 60°F, you can be in serious trouble. Remember that the greatest heat loss is thru the
scalp and the groin, so always wear a hat and
review the Heat Elimination Lessening Position
(HELP) we learned in our ABC3 Safe Boating
Class. Every time you venture out on the water
you need to dress for protection from a possible
swim.
 Protective Apparel: Think of fall boating apparel in terms of layers: base layers, insulating
layers and outer layers. Always have an outer
layer of protective gear.
 Always Wear Your Lifejacket: That’s smart any time
of year, but even more important if you get dumped in
cold water.
 Weather: In the fall, weather can change quickly. Check
the forecast before you go.
Good sources are weather.gov,
weather.com and wunderground.com.
 Day Length: Daylight hours are shrinking;
Daylight Saving time ended 2 Nov 2014; take
that into account when planning your trip. Bring a
headlamp, with extra batteries, in case you get
caught out when the sun goes down.
 Being Seen: Low light, mist and fog can
make you harder to see this
time of year. Wear bright colors—orange, lime green, or
yellow. A strobe, bright safety
light or chemical lights can be
a lifesaver, especially if you’re
boating in an area with power
boat traffic.
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Training: This type of
recreation is becoming more popular. Regardless of
the season, getting some instruction in boating
skills and rescue
techniques is a
good idea. Check
with local paddlesports dealers for
training in your
area.
Boating
clubs can be a
source for classes
and the American Canoe Association has a broad
curriculum of boating courses. USPS® has the
Paddle Smart seminar available to pre sent to
your squadron.
 Getting Back in Your Boat: If you capsize,
getting back in the boat is a vital survival skill.
Purchase a paddle float and bilge pump, and
practice using them.
 Make Sure Your Boat Will Float: If your boat
doesn’t have watertight flotation chambers in the
bow and stern, add some inflatable float bags.
Without flotation, in a capsize your boat takes on
much more water and can sink.
 Good Things to Have in Your
Lifejacket: Vehicle keys, whistle,
knife, lighter or waterproof matches,
fire starters (cotton balls soaked in
Vaseline are good), and an energy
bar.
 Good Things to Have in Your
Boat: Pack a small dry bag with your cell
phone if there’s reception in the area, some warm
clothes, first aid kit, emergency shelter like a light
weight tarp or emergency bivvy sack, and some
high-energy snacks.
 Keep Your Motor Running: This time of year
you need proper nutrition and hydration to keep
your body fueled and warm. Take time to learn
the dos-and-don’ts of food and beverage intake.
 Boat With a Buddy: It’s always wise to go out
with other boaters. In the cold seasons, it’s even
more important; there’s safety in numbers.
 Let Someone Know Where You’ve Gone:
Just as we do for summer cruising, provide a family member or friend details of where you’ll be
boating, descriptions of your gear, etc. Having this
information readily available will be invaluable if a
search is necessary.
Have Fun, Boat Safe!
Thanks for input from www.nrs.com
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D5 Fall Education Conference
24-26 October 2014, Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia
The District 5 Fall Education Conference was
held at the 4-H Center on
Smith
Mountain
Lake,
hosted by Smith Mountain
Lake Sail & Power Squadron. This venue provided
wonderful scenery and excellent facilities for hosting
a conference. The educational showcase on Saturday was well-received and
the On-The-Water simulator provided by USPS®
was a major hit.
Recognition was given Saturday evening to Nansemond River Power Squadron
and to Main Line Sail & Power Squadron as
we both celebrated our 50th anniversary of
our chartering. SEO Frank Brown accepted
the Chapman Award in recognition for Education Excellence on behalf of our recipient,
P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP. Congratulations
and thanks to Drex for his continuing support of our educational program.
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Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
11 November
1830 Hours

General Monthly Meeting
George’s Steakhouse
Holland Rd., Suffolk VA

15 November
5-1800 Hours

Delhigh Land Navigation Contest
Beginning at
Allentown, PA

7 December
1600 hours

NRPS Christmas Party
The Weavers’ Barn
Godwin Blvd., Suffolk VA
Publisher’s Statement

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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