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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 

 The final work of the organizing and launching 
of the United States Power Squadron took place 
at the New York Yacht Club on 2 February of 
1914.  It is celebrating its 100 year anniversary 
this year.  District 5 of the USPS was founded in 
1939.  It is celebrating its 75 year anniversary this 
year.  Nansemond River Power Squadron was 
founded on 13 September 1964 with 23 charter 
members.  Oddly enough, we are celebrating our 
50 year anniversary this year.  Wow!!  I think that 
calls for a big celebration!  
 I would like to invite you to the 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration of the Nansemond River Power 
Squadron where we will celebrate not only 50 
years but 75 years and 100 years of a very  

Commander Rana 

unique boating organization.   The celebration will be held on 13 September 2014  which yes is ex-
actly 50 years from the day of our original charter.  Please see the formal invitation contained in this 
newsletter for all the details (on Page 6). 
 Wow! I feel privileged to be a part of and serve as Commander of such a great organization!  We 
were lucky to have such forward thinkers who founded this organization in Suffolk.  NRPS was an 
offspring of the Elizabeth River Power Squadron.  As a lot of the Power Squadrons struggle to keep 
their squadron alive, the NRPS thrives!!  NRPS thrives because of you, the faithful members, many 
of whom have been part of this group for many years.  Our members work very hard and give gen-
erously of their time and resources to educate and promote safe boating.  Keep up the good work!! 
 There will NOT be a regular dinner meeting in September.  That meeting will be in conjunction 
with the 50th Anniversary Celebration.  Come out and join the big celebration on 13 September!!! 



  Executive 
  Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Doug Fisher 
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     Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
  
    Lt/C Lanny Horn, 
         AP-IN 
 

Good Day Boaters 
 

 Well I guess the end of summer has arrived with 
the First of September, and it was only 99 degrees 
today.  Whew!  Hopefully the bay daze cruise will be 
a bit cooler, we hope to see everyone there.  For 
events and opportunities outside the squadron this 
month, there are several opportunities to volunteer, 
earn a merit mark or two all the while working to bet-
ter our organization.  One event is an annual extrav-
aganza that should not be missed.  If you are a pow-
er boater, this is the event for you.   
  The Annapolis Boat Shows.  The Annapolis sail 
and Power Squadron invites all District 5 members to 
help us with the USPS presentation at the Annapolis 
Sail and Power Boat Shows.  

 

Trawler Fest Baltimore takes place 24-29 Septem-
ber at the BMC Harborview Marina.  

 The US Powerboat Show takes place 3-6 October 
at the Annapolis City Dock Marina. The US Sailboat 
Show takes place 10-14 October at the Annapolis 
City Dock Marina.   
 Here is what you need to know…..Three hour 
shifts; you will be given an entry pass for the ENTIRE 
boat show that day.  You should arrive 15 minutes 
early and stay until your replacement arrives.  Sign 
ups may be viewed online but to reserve your space 
you MUST send an email to kmnash1@verizon.net   
As a reminder the Power Boat show is the first this 
year!!  If you have questions please contact Katy 
Nash at 410-956-2781 or kmnash1@verizon.net of 
the Annapolis sail and power squadron.    
 
 Hope to see you at Bay Daze (the 50th. Anniver-
sary Cruise!).  If not, please be sure to attend the 
Nansemond River Power Squadron’s 50th Anniver-
sary gathering at the Commanders’ house on 13 
September  at 1600.    

 It’s hard to believe it’s late August and summer is 
quickly coming to an end.  We have two cruises left– 
5-7 September at Bluewater Marina in Hampton and 
17-19 October at Waterside Marina in Norfolk.  At 
the present time I have 12 boats registered with me, 
however, there are some of you who still have not 
called the marina to make arrangements.  Please 
call Francis at 757-723-6774 at Bluewater as soon 
as possible. 
 Again, I would like to thank the OD’s for last 
month’s cruise and the wonderful job they did pre-
paring the food, the entertainment for both days and 
the appropriate dress from their past heritage.  The 
cruise ended up being a little more difficult to plan 
based on the change of venue in the last week.  I 
want to give Frank and Grace the credit for making 
alternative plans.  The great weekend is credited to 
the Brown’s and the Wallace’s! 
 Please keep the date of 1 November on your cal-
endars for our annual auction.  We are planning on 
making a few changes from some of the suggestions 
we received from some of our members.  Once we 
get all the information together and plans complete, 
we will send the information out to all of you.  You 
certainly are the ones that make this a great success 
every year! 
 Final plans for the change of watch are being 
worked on as I write this article.  Hopefully within the 
next few days everything will be complete.  Please 
take note the Change of Watch will be Friday, 6 
March.   
 Remember we are celebrating our 50th year and 
we’ll be celebrating next month.  There will be more 
information to follow on this exciting celebration. 
 

 

A Special “Thank You” for the OD’s for our 50th. 
Anniversary Cruise- The Weaver’s and The Horn’s! 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Gail Aikin, S 
Frank Brown, AP-IN 

P/C Randy Morrison, AP 
Lynn Denney 

http://www.passagemaker.com/events/trawler-fest-baltimore-2013/
http://www.baltimoremarinecenters.com/HarborView.aspx
http://www.usboat.com/us-powerboat-show/home
http://marinas.com/view/marina/1027_Annapolis_City_Dock_MD_United_States
http://www.usboat.com/us-sailboat-show/home
http://www.usboat.com/us-sailboat-show/home
http://marinas.com/view/marina/1027_Annapolis_City_Dock_MD_United_States
http://marinas.com/view/marina/1027_Annapolis_City_Dock_MD_United_States
mailto:kmnash1@verizon.net
mailto:kmnash1@verizon.net
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  Educational 
  Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

  Our Fall 2014 schedule will be offering the Opera-
tions Training for the first time at NRPS. Several of 
our members have had this training held by other 
squadrons. Now is the time to sign up for the 4-week 
class, where you will learn the operations of a suc-
cessful squadron (and NRPS is definitely a success-
ful squadron.)  This class has no test, just a request-
ed commitment to attend all four classes and learn 
what goes into running a squadron. I am talking with 
the Suffolk FD about using their facility on Rt. 17 in 
Northern Suffolk on a Tuesday evening. I’ve had 
several tell me that if it were on a Sunday and their 
favorite football team were playing they’d have to 
miss the class. So I went with Tuesday since there is 
no NFL on Tuesday. 

I will be contacting Past Commanders to request 
assistance in covering the material. The only cost is 
the actual cost of copying materials for you take with 
you. I know this is a program you will enjoy. 

We also want to set up a Seamanship Class 
(about 6 weeks) in the Fall too. We have a number 
of new members and the Seamanship class is a 
great place to start. 

CONGRATULATIONS to P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, 
AP who has been selected as our recipient of the 
Chapman Award for Excellence in the Classroom. 
Drex supported our educational programming multi-
ple times this year, in both the ABC classes and by 
teaching the Anchoring Seminar. Drex will be recog-
nized at the D5 Fall Conference at Smith Mountain 
Lake in October. Thanks, Drex, for a job well done. 

Plan on taking some classes – whether the Ad-
vanced Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour sem-
inars are enjoyable (and there is NO TEST). Have 
an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 357-5705 or e
-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR EOY 2014 
 
OPERATIONS TRAINING 
 Instructors: Lt/C Brown plus P/Cs 
 October – 4 weeks on Tuesday evening 
 Location-Hopefully Suffolk Fire Station 5 
 

SEAMANSHIP 
 Instructor: TBD 
 Nov-Dec, 2014 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 
 

NRPS Takes in a Norfolk Tides 
Baseball Game! 

Tickets were cour-
tesy of Lt Gene 
Presson, P and Lt 
Betty Sue Burris, P 
shown at right,  
with P/C Fletcher 
Beadles, AP-who 
all had good seats 
and the beer 
flowed! 

Our Commander   
Rana Weaver, 
came with her Mom 
and both enjoyed 
the game! 

Rounding out the 
crew were Lt/C 
Frank Brown and 
Lt Grace Brown, 
P. And all en-
joyed a great 
game (the Tides 
won!) and fire-
works afterwards. 
A fun nite was 
had by all! 

mailto:lilly.stone@gte.net
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Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp in Pictures! 

York River Yacht Haven, 8-10 August, 2014 
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Salty Dawg Celtic Rhomp! 

York River Yacht Haven, 8-10 August, 2014 
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 50th Anniversary  Cruise 

   

 

  

 

 

 
 

5-7 September, 2014 
 

Bluewater Marina 
 

Hampton VA 

Friday 
   Docktails 1700 (5:00)          Dinner-On your own       
 

Saturday 
   Breakfast 0900 (9:00) 
      Bring a dish to share   Mimosa and Bloody Marys Provided 
 

   Docktails 1700 (5:00)  
      Dinner 1830 (6:30)    Bring a dish to share  
 

   Fireworks 9:30 
 

32nd Annual Hampton Bay Days   Free water taxi from Bluewater 
 

Friday noon-10pm    Saturday 10am-10pm    Sunday noon-6pm 
 

 This free outdoor festival is one of the largest family-friendly events on the entire east coast. This year the festival will 
feature great entertainment on multiple stages (including the Tidewater Dog Dogs), a Car & Motorcycle Show, 75 Mer-
chandise and Arts & Crafts vendors, and 30 food vendors. Saturday night at 9:30 they will provide one of the largest, 
longest, and most impressive fireworks display found at any festival. Admission to the Hampton History Museum will also 
be free for the weekend.  Check out www.baydays.com for specific times and more information. 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Nansemond River Power Squadron invites you to its 
 

50th Anniversary celebration 
 

Saturday, 13 September 2014 

1600 hours 
 

At the home of 

Commander and P/C Rana and Donnie Weaver 
 

6220 Godwin Blvd 

Suffolk, Virginia 23432 

 

 

The courtesy of a reply by 10 September is requested to 

 

Commander@nrpowersquadron.com or 757-255-4486 

 

Note: this function will take the 

place of the monthly meeting 

of 9 September 

http://www.baydays.com/
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    Safety Officer’s 
    Report 
 
   Lt Frank Brown, 

             AP-IN  

 Hurricane safety tips for your boat  
 

 With the help of 
the U.S. Coast 
Guard and FEMA, 
here are some tips 
to help you make 
sure your boat is 
hurricane-ready. 

 Have a 
storm strat-
egy and 
implement it well before the hurricane hits 

 designate a friend to prepare your boat if 
you're out of town 

 remove non-secure items and excess gear 

 remove important documents and valuables 

 check openings to make sure they're water-
tight 

 shut off your fuel tanks 

 close all thru-hull fittings 

 check that batteries are fully charged so you 
can run your bilge pumps during the storm 

If your boat is docked, remember to double-up 
on chafe protection. 
 Also, double all lines, attaching them high on pil- 

ings to allow for a storm surge. The longer the dock 
lines, the better a boat will move with high and rough 
tides. 
If your boat is anchored, do not tie it down paral-
lel to the shore. 

Leave plenty of room between your boat and oth-
ers and be sure to use enough line to allow for a 
storm surge. Consider several anchors and clear self-
baling cockpit drains. 

If your boat is in dry storage, store it in an ar-
ea higher than the expected storm surge. 
Lash it to its cradle with heavy lines and consider  
adding water to the bilge to help hold it down. Never 
leave your boat on davits or on a hydro-lift. If your 
boat is stored on a trailer, take some air out of the 
tires and secure the wheels with blocks between the 
frame and the axles. 

Progressive Insurance has a set of videos that 
are worthwhile watching as you prepare for the hurri-
cane season. (Note, not endorsing any one company, 
just using all available support materials.) 

Here is a wonderful presentation on “Boat Protec-
tion for Hurricane Season”  Go to 
www.progressiveagent.com/hurricane 
 Do you live in a hurricane-prone area? YUP, we 
do. So, use the link above and review each of the 
major subjects: 

 Before Storm Season 
 During Storm Season 
 When a Storm Forms 
 After a Storm 
 Recovering from Loss 
 Resources 

 Of course, the most important thing to remember 
is to protect yourself first. Never put yourself in anger 
while trying to protect your boat. Boats can be re-
placed, but lives can't! 

17th. ANNUAL USPS® YOUTH POSTER CONTEST 
   “W’s of Wear It!” 

 
 It’s not too late for any child between the ages of 6 and 14 to complete a poster for the 17

th
 Boarman National 

USPS® Youth Annual Poster Contest.  Rules can be found at:   www.usps.org/national/membership/youth/pictures/
The_Youth_Poster_Contest_Awards.pdf                                                                                            
 The poster contest deadline, 30 September, is fast approaching and I hope every squadron will be submitting at least 
one entry.  
  The D/5 judging will be held at Fall Conference in Smith Mountain Lake.  If a poster is to be submitted from your 
squadron and a representative will be at Fall Conference, save some postage and have them take it along. Please e-
mail me (wind6769@aol.com) with the number of posters being submitted by your squadron so an appropriate area can 
be found to display them.  If no one from your squadron plans to attend, please mail the posters before the deadline date 
to: 

D/Lt Bea Norris, P   6769 Windermere Ct..   Allentown, PA 18104 
 

 Thank you for your support of the USPS® Youth Poster Contest. 

http://www.progressiveagent.com/hurricane
http://www.usps.org/national/membership/youth/pictures/The_Youth_Poster_Contest_Awards.pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%
http://www.usps.org/national/membership/youth/pictures/The_Youth_Poster_Contest_Awards.pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%
mailto:wind6769@aol.com


 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2014-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Doug Fisher 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 

 

5-7 September   50th. Anniversary Cruise 
        Bluewater Marina 
        Hampton VA 
 

        NO  Monthly General Squadron 
        Meeting 
 

13 September    50th. Anniversary Celebration 
 1600 hours    The Weaver’s 
        6220 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk VA 


