United States Power Squadrons®

Nansemond River Power Squadron

*

District 5

Proudly Celebrating 50 Years of Promoting Safety of the Water!

Fresh off the Change of Watch, here is another
fine edition of the multiple awards winning
Nansemond Light. Lt Grace Brown, P undertakes the
challenge each month to provide all us with superb
content and information within our Squadron, District
and National organizations. She has put together a
superb publication and I for one look forward to it’s
release each month. Great job Grace, keep it going.
Now only if we could get out content in on time.
What a fantastic Change of Watch we had last
month. Julie and I were very happy with the dinner,
Cdr Doug Fisher, S
planning and execution of the entire event. Thanks to
Lt Lanny Horn, AP-IN and others who put together a
bang up event. Additionally, our guests from District
5 P/D/C Ralph Bernard, AP and Nance Bernard, AP had a fantastic time and have already signed up for next
year’s COW.
Additionally, we had quite a showing in Ocean City for the District 5 Spring Conference this year. 12 members attended the event at the Princess Royale hotel. Attending numerous informational seminars, everyone
learned something new on ways to improve our squadron and or organization.
It seems spring has finally sprung and just in the nick of time. I am not sure I could take another day of
cold weather. Just a note: it did snow two days in a row at the conference in OC. Our next general meeting is
Tuesday the 14 April at Georges Steak House 1830.
Our first cruise is rapidly approaching. We are off to Bluewater Yacht Marina in Hampton for our shakedown cruise this year. The theme is Fiesta-Derby and should be a fantastic time. If you can not bring your
boat, please drive in on Saturday for the festivities.
I will be swearing in some new members at the meeting. Welcome Charles and Margaret Mills who has
moved over from Hampton Roads PS after being members for 20 years and Debbie Baxter has finally decided that this boating thing is going to be around for a while so we will swear her in as well.
Hope to see all at the general meeting. Get your boats ready because it is about time to have some fun!!
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN
As I sat down to write this article, my thoughts are
of the fine group of our members who were able to
attend the D5 Spring Conference in Ocean City MD.
So sorry that Lt Janet Horn, AP and I were unable to
make the trip, but I know our Nansemond River
Power Squadron was well represented.

Upcoming Events of Note:
17-19 April is the Bay Bridge Boat Show in
Stevensville, MD. There will be over 200 boats, new
and brokerage, on display. In addition to boats,
there are many vendors who will have all types of
boating accessories for purchase. The cost is $12
per person for one day or $19 per person for a 2 day
combo.
2-3 May NOAA will be hosting their annual
Cooperative Charting Training
Class at their Atlantic Marine
Center on W. York Street in
Norfolk. Cooperative charting is a
joint program between United
States Power Squadrons® and
the
National
Ocean
and
Atmospheric
Administration
(NOAA).
This program was
initiated in 1963, and by 1995 involved some 2,800
USPS members resulting in approximately 39,000
items reported with an estimated savings to the
Federal Government of $15-20 million annually.
2-3 May is also the Virginia Wine Festival at Town
Point Park in Norfolk.
The D5 Summer Council & Rendezvous will be
held the last weekend of July at Solomons Island.
Mark your calendars now
Don’t forget about the Commander’s Reception
on 9 May at the Fisher’s. I hope to see everyone
there!!

Once again our year begins with an opportunity
to get to know each other. The Commander is happy
to extend an invitation to the annual Commanders’
Reception to be held at 238 Pinner Street in beautiful downtown Suffolk. The date is Saturday, 9 May;
the time is 1500-1700 hrs. Come, welcome the new
year and celebrate this rite of passage.
Thanks to those of you who have already replied
to the survey sent out and thanks for agreeing to
step up to the plate to support our Squadron activities. If you haven’t replied yet, I ask you to please do
so. Help us continue to provide programs for our
members and service in our community. Our education programs will always be the best. See the list of
events already scheduled (cruises, picnic, anniversary celebration) but know that the DAY TRIPPER
options are still wide open. Don’t hesitate to identify
places as candidates for our DAY TRIPPER program. We will be forming a Committee to review!
We are pleased to welcome new members to the
squadron. Formerly members of Hampton Roads
Power Squadron, Tom and Margaret Mills have
come back to our program after a hiatus. The Seamanship class was the drawing card. Welcome
Tom and Margaret. We’re glad you are with us. Other new members are just around the corner but we
can always use more. Best way to get new members-ASK. Ask your fellow boaters, the person
docked in the slip beside you or the friends you see
when you’re out on the water. Remember that folks
come to us for the Boating Education but stay because of the Friends we make.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our next
general meeting on 14 April at George’s Steakhouse. Don’t forget to sign up for our upcoming
events!! You’ll be glad you did.
Currently Scheduled NRPS Events—2015-16
25 April: Commander’s Reception, 238 Pinner St,
Suffolk, VA. 1500-1700 hours
1-3 May: Fiesta/Derby Cruise, Bluewater Marina,
Hampton, VA.
2 May: D5 Coop Charting, NOAA Atlantic Marine
Center, Norfolk, VA. 0900-1500 hours.
16 May: National Safe Boating Week/VSC picnic,
City Park, Portsmouth, VA. 0800-1400 hours.
Amin Officer Report Continued on Page 6
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Educational
Officer’s Report

Safety
Officer’s Report

Lt/C H.J. South, S

Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN

As summer approaches, the need for boater education is as important as ever. Educated boaters are
safer boaters both for themselves as well as for everyone on our waterways. With that said, it’s time to
get the second ABC3 class completed before our
scheduled cruise on Friday 3 May. That class,
ABC3 Safe Boating, is scheduled for Saturday, 18
April and Saturday, 25 April at the Suffolk Fire Station 5, Route 17, Suffolk, VA, 0900 –1400 hours.
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter,
send me an e-mail if you have an ideas or requests for a class or seminar. I can be reached by
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774.

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES
SEAMANSHIP
25 Feb-9 April 2015
Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
1900-2100 hrs on Wednesday/Thursday
evenings
ABC3 Safe Boating Class
Saturdays 18 & 25 April
Instructors: Frank Brown, P/C Norman Fisher,
AP, P/ D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP, P/C Bob
Eure, AP, and P/C Lin Hanbury, AP
Cost: $30 with family rate for multiple students
Suffolk Fire station 5, Rte. 17, Suffolk
0900-1400 hours
PARTNER IN COMMAND
20 June Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN
Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth
Cost: TBD

April Birthdays
Julie Fisher
Linda Chapman
Bill Darden
Tom Mills

6 April
9 April
15 April
25 April

And Welcome Our 2 Newest Members,
Tom and Margaret Mills!

April 2015

During factory and boat show inspections we have observed that many manufacturers of recreational boats do
not have a good understanding of the navigation rules governing proper installation of navigation lights. The requirements are found in the Navigation Rules, InternationalInland, and in Parts 81, 84 and 89 of Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations. The problem appears to be particularly
prevalent for manufacturers located in the western States.
Since most manufacturers routinely equip the boats they
produce with navigation lights, navigation light installations
are routinely inspected and discussed during factory visits
and boat shows.
One problem that has increased recently is the installation of flush mounted sidelights in the boat hulls, usually
below the rub rail. Many manufacturers build boats using
similar sidelight fixture installations. This is a dangerous
trend which is likely to end up costing somebody a pile of
money when a plaintiff's attorneys go after everyone who
might have been for liable for a serious collision.
Sidelights that meet the rules are designed to cover an
arc of the horizon, or sector, of 112.5 degrees. Intensities
are required to attain a visible range of 1 mile for vessels
less than 12 meters (39.4 ft.) and 2 miles for vessels 12
meters or longer. These fixtures are designed for intensities to decrease and reach
practical cutoff between 1 and 3 degrees
outside their prescribed sector. Sidelight
fixtures must be installed parallel with the
fore and aft centerline of the vessel and arranged to show an unbroken light from right
ahead to 22.5 degrees abaft the beam, a
total sector arc of 112.5 degrees.
Sidelights that are installed in the contour of the bow
without providing a mounting surface tooled to be parallel
with the fore and aft centerline of the vessel are not in
compliance with the Inland or International Navigation
Rules. Depending on the breadth of the vessel near the
bow and how far aft from the vessel's stem the lights are
mounted, this shift can be more than 20 degrees in some
cases. Installing the fixtures too far aft of the vessel's stem
may result in the sidelights not being visible from a position
dead ahead.
Another factor in proper installation of sidelights is that
they must maintain their required minimum intensity in a
vertical sector from 5 degrees above to 5 degrees below
the horizontal. They must also maintain at least 60 percent
of their minimum required intensity from 7.5 degrees above
to 7.5 degrees below the horizontal. Installing flush mounted sidelights, designed to be mounted to a vertical surface
in the hull contour, without providing a mounting surface
tooled to be vertical, shifts the vertical coverage sector.
This also results in a noncompliance with the Inland or International Navigation Rules.
-Coast Guard Short Range Aids to Navigation Division
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District 5 Spring Conference
26-29 March 2015 * Princess Royale n Ocean City MD

It was a cold, rainy, sleety,
snowy weekend at the
beach, but the members of
Nansemond River Power
Squadron had a grand time
learning and partying with
the best of District 5! Friday
during the day was for officer training...and Friday
nite was Hospitality Suites!
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District 5 Spring Conference
And Nansemond River Power Squadron Was There!

The very elegant
D5
Change
of
Watch
banquet
was a gala affair,
with Frank Brown
being installed as
the D5 Assistant
Education Officer.
And boy, didn’t we
all look fine! After
the banquet was
gathering time for
NRPS (as usual!).
Then
Sunday
morning the new
D5
Commander
Fuzzy Jones, AP
and her Bridge
welcomed as for a
nice brunch before
we made the journey
home
to
Hampton Roads!
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Admin Officer Report Cont’d from Pg 2

5-7 June: “24-Carrot Bling” Cruise, Tidewater Yacht,
Portsmouth, VA. HarborFest weekend.
20 June: Partner in Command Seminar, Tidewater
Yacht, Portsmouth, VA. 0900-1600 hrs.
10-12 July: Journey to Coinjock, Coinjock Marina,
North Carolina (on the ICW).
18 July: Water Festival hosted by Colonial Sail and
Power Squadron, York, VA. All day
24-26 July: D5 Summer Council Meeting, Solomans
Marina, Solomans Island.
14-16 August: Smithfield Station Cruise, Smithfield,
VA.
4-7 September: Dozier’s Regatta Pointe Cruise,
Deltaville, VA.
11-13 September: USPS® Governing Board Meeting,
San Diego CA.
8 September: 51st anniversary celebration of NRPS
at our monthly meeting.
23-25 October: Halloween Cruise, with Colonial Sail
and Power, York River Yacht Haven, Yorktown,
VA.
30 Oct—1 Nov: D5 Fall Educational Conference,
Cherry Hill, NJ.
Nov (TBD): Annual Fundraising Auction, Suffolk, VA,
1800-2100 hrs.
Dec (TBD): Christmas Party.

NRPS
Fiesta – Derby
Cruise Schedule
Bluewater Yacht
May 1 – 3

*Friday 6:00 pm - Fiesta Party on the
dock
(Please bring a dish)

*Saturday 9:30 am - Brunch on the
dock
(Please bring a dish)
*Saturday 6:00 pm Kentucky Derby
Post time is 6:24 pm)
(Don’t forget to
wear your hat!)

*Saturday - Dinner on your own

So….Your a new member……now what…..
This is the first article in a series of articles designed to provide insight and “how to” participate, volunteer, help out,
where to go, how to go etc. as a new member.
First off, congratulations on joining our group. We are excited to have you on board. There are many moving parts to
our organization and it could be a bit confusing and overwhelming as to how to get involved without feeling like you are
out on a limb by yourself. Since you joined our group, you’re obviously interested in safe boating, perhaps fellowship
with like minded boat crazy people and expanding your education on how to run your boat more safely. Also, you will
want to cruise to destinations with our members and have fun while doing it. After all, that is what it is all about….Having
Fun.
General meetings take place the 2nd Tuesday of each month except for December and March. Usually held at 1830
at Georges Steak house in Suffolk. You are welcome to attend each month where all information is disseminated for
upcoming events and business is voted on. Most come for dinner but it is not required to dine.
So the big one is how to sign up for one cruise or all of them. Cruises are planned months in advanced. The Admin
Officer is in charge of all cruise planning (Frank Brown). He has developed a schedule of destinations each month mostly around the southern Chesapeake Bay and inland water ways beginning in May through Oct, the squadron will cruise
to one destination per month for a weekend. To sign up for a cruise see the Admin Officer, sign up on the cruise roster
or on the NRPS web site. Once signed up, you must make your own reservation via telephone at the marina we are
cruising to. The theme of the cruise is decided by the “OD” Officer of the Day (duties of the OD will be a following article). Usually the month prior to, the OD will develop a flyer for the cruise detailing what each boat attending the cruise
should bring and the schedule of events throughout the weekend.
If you would like to travel with another boat to the destination, many of our members pass by or are moored right in
your marina and are more than happy to cruise in a group of 2 or more boats. There are always members on the dock to
assist you in docking and off loading.
Really, there are no rules. If you want to come in a few days before for not show up until Saturday….it’s all good.
Whatever works for you. Additionally, many of our marinas have hotels nearby so if you don’t have time to bring your
boat you can stay at the hotel. Or just drive in on Saturday and attend the dock tails or dinner on the pier. Whatever
works best for you. Remember, it’s all about having fun while boating safely.
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A Look Back at The Mar-Sue Through Time
Story by William (Butch) L. Baxter, P , thebaxters@mar-sue.com
The MAR-SUE is a survivor of Bay Shore, NY early 1900’s boat building.
United States Power Squadrons® District 3, is where she was built in the
yard of Willard F. Downs, completed in April 1915. Today this yard is known
as the Great Cove Marina. She was built for banker Charles W. Cushman,
and her name was, a) SEE W. SEE, probably based on his initials. Her hailing port was Patchogue, NY. She served our country in WWI as the b) USS
SEE W. SEE SP-740 stationed at the USNRF Section Base Five, located in
West Sayville, NY. Today this base is the West Sayville Boat Basin. The
base had three vessels assigned; they would patrol the waters in and around
Fire Island and into the shipping lanes for New York Harbor. The SEE W.
SEE has towed German mines from the New York shipping lanes and was
part of the search & rescue effort for the Armored Cruiser USS SAN DIEGO
CA-6 that was sunk off Fire Island, NY, 19 July 1918.
After the war her life could have ended, but in 1919, S. K. Morris of Belvidere, NJ, bought her and took her to Ruddock Yacht Works in New York
where she was rebuilt back into a motor yacht. Her name was changed to
the c) Pequest after Kent’s farm in Belvidere, NJ. She then became part of
the New York Yacht Club. I do not have a picture of her original build, but
believe she was transformed to her original configuration at Ruddock Yacht
Works in 1919.
Somewhere between 1921-1927 and two more owners, her bow was
raised by about 2’ X 12’ long. In 1927 she was renamed the d) ROSALIE IV.
She then underwent major modifications by removing all the superstructure
and cutting out most of the main deck with exception of the newly modified
bow. A new deck was made 2’ higher all the way to about 12’ of the stern,
and a deck house added. This transformed her from a Bridge Deck Cruiser
design to a Cruising House Boat design of the 1920’s. Modification is believed to have been done in New Jersey. Less than a year later she was sold
again and renamed the, e) JONBOB II. In 1935 she was sold again and
moved to Savannah, GA. WWII came along and it was said by the old-timers
of the fifties that she served as a Receiving Ship for the USN in the Port of
Savannah. I have not been able to confirm this, private owners’ yachts were
kept secret during WWII, and I do not know where to get that information.
Going on, in 1944 she was sold to yacht broker J. T. Herbst who moved her
up to Atlantic Yacht Basin in Norfolk County, VA. He lived aboard and used
her for his office for several years. Herbst started the Great Bridge Cruise
Club in the late forties and the e) JONBOB II was always the lead boat. He
sold her in 1959 to an owner in Norfolk, VA, who renamed her the MAR-SUE
II and moved her to the Lafayette Club located in Norfolk.
For a second time, in 1960 the end of her could have come when Hurricane Donna made a direct hit in Norfolk and wrecked several boats at the
Lafayette Club. She was repaired and made sea worthy. In 1971 she became the property of a boatyard in Elizabeth City, NC, in payment for work
performed. She was left for ruin, not attended to and stripped. She was nearing her end for a third time. A preacher came along (Hallelujah!) and bought
her in 1973 and moved her to Chesapeake, VA. He was not a boat builder,
but he did save
her from further
decay. In 1975 I
bought her, and
renamed her the
MAR-SUE. From
1975-1980, I rebuilt her. Today
she’s 100 years
old; even now a
work in progress
and still one of a
kind.
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
14 April
1830 hours

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk VA

1-3 May

Fiesta-Derby Cruise
Bluewater Marina
Hampton VA

9 April

Commander’s Reception
Fisher Home, 238 Pinner St.
Suffolk, VA
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer

Nansemond Light

Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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