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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 

 At our January meeting we elected our 2015-
2016 Bridge.  Congratulations to all of our incom-
ing officers!  You do not have to be an officer on 
the Bridge to make a commitment to help this 
year.  Consider volunteering to be an OD for one 
of this year’s cruises.  Consider volunteering to 
be on a committee such as the Commander’s Re-
ception committee, Vessel Safety Check Day Pic-
nic committee, Founder’s Day committee, Auction 
committee, or the Christmas Party committee.  
The more volunteers we have to help at these 
events, the easier the load will be on the person 
or persons in charge of the event.  The involve-
ment of more volunteers also gives new and 

Commander Rana 

fresh ideas for these events.  Please give this request for volunteers the proper consideration and 
make a commitment to get more involved in the NRPS this year. 
     It is that time of year again.  I am now accepting nominations for the Morrison Award and the 
George Award which will be presented at the Change of Watch.  Let me remind you of the difference 
between the two awards.  The Morrison Award is an award that is given to a NRPS member who 
has shown dedication and outstanding service to the squadron this past year.  The George Award is 
an award given to a NRPS member who did something this past year that was not very smart (aka 
dumb).  If you know of a squadron member that meet either of these descriptions please contact me 
with your nominations (537-3108 or fintonic@verizon.net). 

     Make plans and sign up now to attend the Annual Change of Watch dinner on 7 March at the 
Nansemond River Golf Club.  Special guests P/D/C Ralph and Nance Bernard will be joining us 

again this year all the way from New Jersey.  Ralph will be performing the installation of officers for 
our 2015-2016 Bridge.   

      

Hope to see you at our next general meeting 
at George’s Steakhouse on 10 February. 

mailto:fintonic@verizon.net
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Good Day Boaters 
 

 Almost February and as of this writing only 56 
days remain until the first day of spring.  I know we 
are all looking forward to the warmer weather and 
getting our boats ready for the cruising season.  
Speaking of spring, by word of mouth I have learned 
that there is a fair amount of the membership who 
will attend the spring conference in Ocean City.  To 
date I am counting 8 couples who have said they are 
attending.  I would like to encourage everyone to 
consider attending.  A good time will be had by all.   
 The conference will be held at the Princess Royal 
Hotel in Ocean City Maryland 27-29 March.  Go to 
the District 5 web page https://www.uspsd5.org/
index.php and click on the Mark 5 (District 5 winter 
news letter) under “latest news”, open and scroll 
down to page 11 and 12.  You will find the registra-
tions forms there, who to contact and information re-
garding the conference.  Least expensive room op-
tion is $109 per night . 

 The Change of Watch is fast approaching, if you 
plan to attend please contact Lanny or Janet Horn 
ljhorn1@live.com  to choose your meal and send 
your check.  Your meal must be paid for in advance 
(not at the event).  Change of Watch will be held at 
the Nansemond River Golf club on 7 March at 1800 
hours.    
 Hope to see you all at the 10 February meeting at 
George’s Steakhouse.  
 
“Some years ago, never mind how long precisely, 
having little or no money in my purse, and nothing 
particular to interest me on shore, I thought I would 
sail about a little and see the watery part of the 
world.”          -Herbert Melville 

 

We have several opportunities for education dur-
ing the Winter/Spring season. Our first ABC3 Safe 
Boating Class for 2015 will be held at Chuckatuck 
Fire Station, 300 Kings Highway on 7 and 14 March. 
The mandatory age for the Education Requirement 
goes to 50 as of 1 July. People can sign up online 
just by linking to www.nrpowersquadron.com/
ABC3ClassSignup.htm … Cost is only $30 per per-
son with discounts for multiple family members. 

The Seamanship is beginning on 25 February for 
9 weeks (to 22 April) at Fire Station 5 on Bridge 
Road, Suffolk, from 1900-2100 hrs.  This is the first 
step in post ABC3 training, the first advanced class. 
All who are eligible to take this class will receive an 
email from me with the particulars. Now is a great 
time to start your education. 

Our Partners-In-Command Seminar is tentatively 
set for 20 June at Tidewater Yacht Marina in Ports-
mouth. This seminar is a bit different—the 2 hours of 
classroom time will be done in the morning with a 
break for “brunch” then hands on-the-water time at 
the docks. P/D/C Art Aikin, SN has agreed to be the 
instructor for this. A VERY popular class … sign up 
at our next meeting. 

Our new education committee will be handling 
things in the future. Ass’t. SEO-elect Art Aikin and 
Susan Faurot, S are supporting our incoming SEO 
H.J. South, S. Be a part of the education excellence 
of NRPS. 

Have an idea or interest for a class? Let us know. 
Call 472-4178 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2015 
 

SEAMANSHIP  
 25 Feb-22 April  Cost: $55 
 Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
 Suffolk Fire Station #5, Bridge Rd., Suffolk 
 

ABC3 Safe Boating Class 
 7 & 14 March Instructors: Frank Brown, et al 
 Cost: $30 with family rate for multiple students 
 Chuckatuck Fire Station, 300 King’s Hwy., Suffolk 
 0900-1400 hours 
 

PARTNER IN COMMAND 
 20 June  Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN 
 Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth Cost: TBD 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar! 

https://www.uspsd5.org/index.php
https://www.uspsd5.org/index.php
mailto:ljhorn1@live.com
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     Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
  
    Lt/C Lanny Horn, 
         AP-IN 
 

 Reflecting back on the past year, it’s hard to visu-
alize a year when we have done more and had more 
good times.  The cruises were wonderful and the 
OD’s did a great job for each one.  They really can’t 
be thanked enough for all their hard work.  I know I 
gained weight every time we went on a cruise be-
cause the food was so delicious!  We sure have 
some great cooks in this squadron! 
 Our Commander kept her promise of having 50 
functions for our 50th year as the Nansemond River 
Power Squadron.  In fact, I believe we actually had 
52 functions under her command.   Good job Com-
mander Rana!!! 
 Don’t forget Change of Watch is Saturday, 7 
March at the Nansemond River Gold Club.  Cock-
tails will begin at 1800 (cash bar) and dinner will be 
served at 1830.  I’ll have the sign-up sheet at the 
February meeting, or you can email me at 
ljhorn1@live.com to make your reservations.  The 
dinner choices are baked salmon or prime rib.  The 
cost of the meal is $36.00 per person.  Since the 
squadron is paying part of the cost of this function, 
the meal cost for a guest will be $47.00.  A guest is 
someone other than a spouse or domestic partner.  
All meals must be paid for no later than 24 February, 
so bring your checkbooks to our February meeting!  
Checks can also be mailed to my home at:  550 Cy-
press Cove Lane, Suffolk, VA  23434.  Checks 
should be made payable to NRPS. 
 I’m looking forward to seeing you all at our 
monthly meeting 10 February and at the Change of 
Watch! 

 

Cold Water Boating Tips 
Published: February/March 2015 BoatUS Magazine 

 

 Cold water immer-
sion is almost always 
the result of capsiz-
ing, swamping, or 
falling overboard from 
a boat under 26 feet. 
Here's six tips to help 
prevent disaster. 

If you plan to boat 
during the Winter, 
here are some re-
minders for ALL—

not just those in smaller fishing boats. 
1. Always wear a life jacket when in an open boat or 
on deck, ESPECIALLY if operating solo. 
2. At least the operator, and ESPECIALLY solo oper-
ators, should carry emergency communication devic-
es (e.g. hand held VHF radio, cell phone in water-
proof bag) and signaling devices (emergency locator 
beacon and visual distress signals) ON THEIR PER-
SON. 
3. Make sure the boat has a re-boarding device 
(such as a swim step, ladder or foot sling) that can 
be used by a person overboard. 
4. Solo operators should ALWAYS attach an engine 
cut — off device when underway. 
5. Cold water boaters should consider carrying a 
small inflatable dingy or life raft, and immersion 
(survival) suits. 
6. File (and stick to) a float plan that you share with a 
responsible person. 

February Birthdays 
 

Marshall Denney        7 February 
Dennis Drake           19 February 
P/C Tom Andrews, P 23 February 
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP  24 February 

 
PS-Our COOKBOOKS Are Still Available! 

 

Call Lt Grace Brown, P at 757-816-9058 or Frank Brown 
at 757-472-4178 if you need any more copies of our 

NRPS Cookbook. 

  Safety Officer’s 
  Report 
 
  Lt/C Frank Brown, 

             AP-IN  

Stages Of Cold Water Immersion 
Without a life jacket, each phase means a much 
higher risk of drowning. 

Cold Shock Response: Gasping, hyperventilation 

Cold Incapacitation: Swim failure, loss of function 

Immersion Hypothermia: Eventually resulting in 
loss of useful consciousness 

mailto:ljhorn1@live.com
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2014-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Doug Fisher, S 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 

6-8 February    Mid Atlantic Sports and Boat Show 
        Va. Beach Convention Center 
        Va. Beach, VA 
 

10 February    Monthly Squadron Meeting 
 1830 hours    George’s Steak House 
        Holland Rd., Suffolk VA 
 
7 March      NRPS Change of Watch 
        Nansemond River Golf Club 
        Suffolk, VA 


