I hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas. P/C Donnie Weaver, AP and I had a good,
but very busy, couple of days. I would like to
thank all of those who attended and brought a
dish to share to the annual Christmas party in the
Weaver barn. Special thanks to Gail Aikin, S for
purchasing the shrimp for the squadron and to
Mary Ann Eure for making the beautiful floral arrangements. Also a very big thanks to my loving
husband, Donnie, for taking off work early, cleanCdr Rana Weaver, AP ing his barn and entertaining during the party (all
while sick). I think everyone had a joyous time!
Our very own P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP was
featured in The Ensign, Winter 2015 issue.
Drex was a winner of the 2014 Finley Sea Scout Service Award. This award is given to those individuals who have provided outstanding civic, educational and fraternal leadership to both Sea
Scouts and the United States Power Squadron. Congratulations Drex!! (in case you missed it, see
page 3 for a copy of the article and the accompanying photo).
Lots of you are familiar with Merit Marks because you have been earning then for years. Some of
our newer members may not be familiar with the Merit Mark recognition system so I would like to explain. In the USPS®, an award called a Merit Mark is given to members who perform outstanding
service in and for their squadron and USPS® in a given year. Only 1 Merit Mark can be awarded
each year per member regardless of the amount of service rendered. This year 30 members of
NRPS were awarded a Merit Mark. That is 40 percent of the NRPS membership. Wow!! That is
impressive! You can find a list of Merit Mark recipients in this newsletter. Congratulations to all recipients!! I would like to personally thank you for your dedicated service to NRPS as well as USPS®
in 2014. When you see these members, tell them thank you for a job well done because they are
helping to make our squadron a successful one! (see full list of awardees on Page 7 of this issue!
As you make your New Year’s Resolutions,
remember to make one to be a more active participant in NRPS. Your efforts could save a life!
Hope to see you at our next dinner meeting on
13 January, 2015 at Georges Steakhouse!

Commander Rana
PS-Our COOKBOOKS Are Still Available!
Call Grace Brown at 757-816-9058 or Frank
Brown at 757-472-4178 if you need any more
copies of our NRPS Cookbook.
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Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Doug Fisher, S

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN

Good Day Boaters
Happy New Year to all of you, I trust everyone
has come through the holidays without a hitch. The
time spent with family and friends is truly a blessing
and gives us hope in the New Year.
I have reluctantly completed the final winterization
of my fine vessel this past weekend. Crawling
around in that tiny engine room bolsters my hope for
a larger vessel one day. My achy back and muscles
sure would hope for a “stand up” engine compartment some day. Hopefully you have all done the
same as the forecast is calling for frigid temperatures
in the coming days and weeks.
For the New Year, Virginia Beach Sail and Power
Squadron has set up the all new USPS Virtual Boat
Skill Simulators at the 62nd annual Mid-Atlantic
Sports and Boat Show.
They have
requested
volunteers
from
Nansemond
River and Colonial Power
Squadrons to
assist in manning
the
booth to promote USPS and of course our local squadrons. At
the very least you will get free admission to the event
to be held on Friday 6 February 1200-2100, Saturday 7 Feb , 1000-2000 and Sun 8 Feb 1000-1700.
There will be a sign up sheet at the general meeting
on 13 Jan at Georges Steak House for those who
would like to volunteer. We already have several
people signed up to help out. You will be asked to
sign up for a block of time for one of the days.
If you’ve been thinking of buying a boat or upgrading what you currently have, now is the time to buy!
All the big dealers will be under one roof, ready to
show you their stock and make a deal. Whether you
want to see the latest and greatest 2015 models or
want a great deal on an unused 2014, you don’t want
to miss this chance to check them all out.
The Boat Show offers plenty of family fun! There
will be face painting for the kids and anglers clubs to
teach you how to cast a net or tie a fly. Bring the

Here we’re at the end of another year and as we
look back on the past year we’ve had many good
times, good laughs and great cruises! This was a
very special year being it was our 50th year anniversary. Our Commander, Rana, did an outstanding
job organizing events that recognized this was 50
years of making boating safer for many individuals.
On 13 September we celebrated our 50th year at
the Weaver barn. It was especially nice to see so
many past commanders present. A good time was
had by all and we look forward to the next 50 years.
7 December was our Christmas party, which was
held again at the Weaver barn. The party was well
attended and everyone had a great time! Thanks to
the Weavers for their great hospitality!
Looking ahead to 2015, we want to remind everyone about the upcoming 62nd Annual Mid-Atlantic
Sports and Boat Show in Virginia Beach. It will be
held from 6-8 February at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. This is always a good sign that
spring is on its way!
Change of Watch will be coming up on Saturday,
7 March. The dinner selections are Salmon or
Prime Rib, with all the trimmings. I will have sign-up
sheets at the January and February meetings so you
can make your dinner selections. For those who
miss those meetings and still want to attend the
Change of Watch, please email me your dinner selection and mail me a check. The cost is $36.00 per
person. My email address is: ljhorn1@live.com.
My home address is: 550 Cypress Cove Lane, Suffolk, VA 23434. 24 February is the cut-off date for
reservations.
I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! See you in 2015!

January Birthdays
John Leach, Jr, AP
P/C Mark Presson, P
Susan Faurot, S
Lt Gene Presson, P
Butch Baxter, P
NOTE: Our 13 January meeting the Squadrons’
ANNUAL MEETING where we will be electing the
1015-16 Bridge. Please attend and vote!
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Did You See This in The Ensign?

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
Congratulations to Lt/C Doug Fisher, S and H.J.
South, S for successfully completing the Seamanship class. Home schooling in preparation for the
final test was the method used to satisfy this class
requirement. Both did very well in preparing and
completing the class, showing us that we can continue our education even when the class schedule
does not coincide with everyone’s schedule.
As we finish up the Squadron Year, we will be
scheduling a Seamanship Class to be held on
Wednesday evenings. I am working with the Chuckatuck Fire Dept. to arrange times there. Sign up
now.
Due to other conflicts, we will be setting our first
ABC3 Safe Boating class for 14 & 21 March, from
0900 to 1400 hrs. Again I am hoping to host it at the
Chuckatuck fire station.
After the Seamanship Class, we will be starting
the Piloting cycle, so for all of you who have completed the Seamanship class, this will be your time
to further your education. Look for more information
coming soon.
Finally, we will be looking to do the Partner in
Command seminar with hands on, on-the-water
training after the beginning of our cruising season.
This popular class is for all members, not just First
Mates. The more hands-on activities we can provide
the better we’ll be when we’re on the water.
If you have an idea or request for a class or seminar, let me know. Call 472-4178 or e-mail at
frank.brown@gmail.com.

If you didn’t, then take a moment to read about
our own Drex Bradshaw receiving the Finley Sea
Scout Service Award from USPS® on page 10 of
the Winter issue, the most recent one!

PUZZLE SOLUTION
New Years Eve Word Search Puzzle from Page 7
The hidden message:
TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK CITY

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2015
SEAMANSHIP

Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Jan-Mar 21015 – Wednesday evening
1900-2100 hours

ABC3 Safe Boating Class

Cost: $30 with family rate for multiple students
Instructors: Multiple certified instructors
14 & 21 Mar 2015
0900-1400 hours

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT

For those wishing to be certified instructors for
the ABC3 class. If interested contact me at edu
cation@nrpowersquadron.com
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NRPS’s Christmas Party!
A Fun Time was had by All in the Weavers’ Barn Saturday 13 Dec. 2014
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else's. Remember, B E S A F E* - KNOW YOUR...
Boat

Safety Officer’s
Report

Equipment
Safety devices and PFDs

Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

Alcohol limits
First aid and emergency procedures
Environment (area and weather)
...BEFORE YOU GO!

Boating Safety - It Could Mean Your Life
In the most recent year with complete data, the
US Coast Guard reports that there were 4515 recreational boating accidents in the U.S. and its territories in which 651 lives were lost and 3,000 were injured. Almost 71% of the fatal accident victims
drowned, and of these, 84% were reported as not
wearing a life jacket. Seven out of every ten boaters
who drowned were using boats less than 21 feet in
length.
BWI
(Boating
While Intoxicated) is the
leading contributing factor
in fatal boating accidents;
it was listed
as the leading
factor in 17%
of the deaths.
Operators
with a blood
alcohol level
of 0.10 percent (for most
of us, that
means
just
one to three beers) are 10 times as likely to be killed
in a boating accident as a sober boater.
What about the remaining four deaths out of every five? Additional contributing factors were operator
inattention, operator inexperience, excessive speed
and other improper operation, improper lookout,
poor vision, faulty equipment, inadequate safety systems and devices, limited or inaccurate local
knowledge, and ignorance of basic rules of the waterway.
American Boating Association encourages every
boater to be serious about boating safety, starting
with the proper kind and amount of boater training.
Remember, a boating mishap or fatality often involves innocent people who share in none of the
blame, but all of the consequence. As a responsible
boater, the life you save may very well be someone
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* Source: National Safe Boating Council
© American Boating Association 2014
EXO Article, Cont’d. from Pg. 2

family and learn how easy and affordable boating can
be. A day on your boat is a relaxing way to reconnect
with your family and is more affordable than you
might think.

So, we are off to a good start this year 2015….Just
a reminder, Officer training day is coming up in Maryland 21 February and our Change of Watch is 7
March at the Nansemond River Golf Club. The District 5 Spring Conference is 27-29 March. Even closer is our next general meeting at Georges on 13 January. Hope to see everyone there. Happy New Year.

...and here’s a funny about our water-sport loving
friends way up north...Courtesy of Susan Faurot, S
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Nansemond River Power Squadron Merit Mark Recipients for 2014:
P/C Art Aikin, SN
Gail Aikin, S
Butch Baxter, P
P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP
P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
Joyce Bradshaw, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
P/C Bob Eure, AP

Donna Eure, S
P/C Jack Eure, JN
Lt/C Doug Fisher, S
Julie Fisher
P/C Mary Fisher, AP
P/C Norman Fisher, AP
Cheryl Hanbury
P/C Lin Hanbury, AP
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN

Happy New Year Word Search Puzzle!

Bill Kelly, AP
P/C Mike Michael, AP
P/C Ron Murphy, AP
Lt Gene Presson, P
P/C Larry Rountree, AP
Kim Schultz, P
P/C Matt Schultz, P
P/C Lilly Stone, JN
Lt Bob Wallace, SN
P/C Donnie Weaver, AP

Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. The remaining letters spell the
name of a popular location for celebrating New Year’s Eve. Solution on Page 3!
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APPETIZERS
BABIES
BALLOONS
BANNERS
BUFFET
CELEBRATE
CHAMPAGNE
CONFETTI
DANCE
DAY ONE
DECORATIONS
END OF DECEMBER
EVENTS
FAMILY
FATHER TIME
FEAST
FESTIVITIES
FIREWORS
FIRST OF JANUARY
FRIENDS
HATS
HOLIDAY
HORNS
KISS
MIDNIGHT
MUSIC
NEW YEARS DAY
NEW YEARS EVE
NOISEMAKERS
OCCASION
PARADES
PARTY
PUNCH
RESOLUTIONS
SINGING
STREAMERS
THIRTY FIRST
TIARAS
WINE
YEAR IN REVIEW
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
13 January
1830 hours

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk VA

18-25 January

USPS® Annual Meeting
Jacksonville, FL

7 March

NRPS Change of Watch
Nansemond River Golf Club
Suffolk, VA
Publisher’s Statement

2014-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Lt/C Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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