
 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 

 Finally the warm weather is here and we have 
completed our shakedown cruise.  Our next trip is to 
Tidewater Yacht in Portsmouth on 5-7 June, to cele-
brate Harborfest (or just being on your boat).  Hope to 
see many of you there either by boat or by car! 
 For all hands information, the Bridge has been dis-
cussing ways to improve our general meeting with 
regard to reporting and reading of reports.  By our 
next general meeting (9 June) you should see some 
improvements...We will provide a printed version of 
secretary and treasurer report for all to read.   The 
idea is that each table will read the reports during so-
cial / dinner break so the Bridge Officer can provide 
an abbreviated report during the official meeting,  

followed by discussion / change or motion to accept.  This new process should provide an expeditious means 
of getting the information to all hands while moving through the process quickly.  Additionally, you will see a 
few changes in the Nansemond Light regarding this same subject.  In the next addition, you can enjoy 
minutes from the previous general meeting as well as the financial status of the squadron in case you were 
unable to attend.  As always, I am looking for ways to improve our process and if you have any suggestions 
please bring them forward. 
 Speaking of improvements.  Thanks to P/C Bob Eure, AP for his suggestion that we move the Change of 
Watch from March to February.   The Bridge likes this idea as there are several advantages to moving it.   
 

1.  The new D5 Officer Training is held in March and our new Officers will be sworn in by then. 
2. The Spring Conference is usually held in March and the new Bridge will be in place.   
3. Nansemond River Power Squadron does not have anything scheduled for the entire month of February so 

it would give all hands a chance to get together and not have such a long break between December and 
March. I will be bring this item up for discussion at the general meeting on 9June15.  Please think about it 
as we are interested in what you have to say.  Feel free to email your questions, approval or disapproval.   

 Don’t forget about the D5 Summer Council 23-26 July 2015 in the Solomon’s Islands.  Some members 
have expressed an interest in going.  Some will boat in and some will drive and stay at the Holiday Inn.  For 
more information please see the Mark 5 newsletter. 

 Lastly, the Safe Boating Week event at Ports-
mouth City Park was great.  Thanks to P/D/C Drex 
Bradshaw, AP for setting up and operating 
SeaVester and the Safety trailer.  The kids really 
enjoyed it.  As for the Vessel Safety Checkers (P/C 
Larry Roundtree, AP, Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN and 
Lt Butch Baxter, P), they had a good day inspecting 
numerous boats.  The boaters were then asked to 
join us for a picnic lunch of burgers and dogs with 
all the fixings, salad stuff, desserts and more, and 
thanks for a great job cooking and setting up to Lt 
Susan Faurot, S and Lt/C Grace Brown, P. 
 

Let’s have some fun. 
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 Summer has finally arrived!  It’s great to have 
all this nice weather after what seemed to be an 
exceptionally long winter.  Below are some 
upcoming events within D5: 
 

 -Practice Navigation Contest 
Pleasure Cove Marina, Pasadena, MD.  
Sharpen your skills and have a lot of fun!  This is 
an all new and improved navigation contest.  
There will be a Captains meeting and A/P 
seminar in the morning, followed by the 
navigation contest/lunch cruise. This event will 
be held 19-21 June, with the navigation contest 
being held on 20 June. 
 -The D5 Summer Council & Rendezvous  
will be held 24-26 July at the Spring Cove 
Marina, Solomons, MD.  It is being hosted by the 
Nanticoke River Sail & Power Squadron.  The 
registration deadline for Summer Council is 24 
June. 
 17 July – 23 July- 
D5 Delmarva Circumnavigation Cruise to 
Summer Council.  This is planned for those 
boaters who would like the experience of 
cruising around the Delmarva.  At the same 
time, the 2015 District 5 Southbound Cruise will 
leave Rock Hall, MD on 17 July and arrive in 
Solomons on 23 July.  If interested, please 
contact PDC Bernie Karpers, M.D., N at 
kskbskok@verizon.net or by phone at 410-456-
5534.  Information for all events are posted on 
the D5 website at www.uspsd5.org.   
 

 Mark your calendars for the 2015 Fall 
Conference in Cherry Hill, NJ, 30 October – 1 
Nov. 
 Don’t forget to use the Amazon.Smile 
program to help raise funds for our power 
squadron! 
 

"Twenty years from now, you will be more 
disappointed by the things you didn't do than those 
you did. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from 
safe harbor. Catch the wind in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover." 
 

— Mark Twain, Great American Writer 
 

 

 A great start to our new year. Thanks to all who 
supported our Fiesta/Derby Cruise to Bluewater 
Yacht Marina and ODs Cheryl and P/C Lin Hanbury, 
AP and Lt Susan Faurot, S (learning the ropes—
oops lines!!!) as Assistant OD. 8 boats in port!!  Then 
we gathered at the home of the Commander, Doug, 
S and Julie Fisher for the annual Commander’s Re-
ception. 
 Finally in May we celebrated National Safe Boat-
ing Week with two safety and social oriented func-
tions. Saturday 16 May found NRPS at City Park 
Portsmouth for our VSC Picnic. Our guest of honor 
was SeaVester who brought the District 5 Trailer 
over to share boating safety with many. Thanks to P/
D/C Drex Bradshaw AP for providing transportation 
for this special friend. We bid him fond adieu as he 
migrated North after our function.  VSCs were the 
order of the day, with P/C Larry Rountree, AP, Lt 
Butch Baxter, P and Lt/C Frank Brown AP-IN doing 
duty. Burgers and Hot Dogs were provided for many 
who stopped by. The next day the dynamic foursome 
(Baxter, Bradshaw, Brown and Rountree) journeyed 
to Langley Air Force Base and performed 21 VSCs 
for our friends there. We hope to return this year for 
a second visit and make this an annual event for 
NRPS.  So far this season (and it’s early yet!) our 
VSC examiners have completed 79 boat inspections 
toward a goal of 350...that brings us to 23% and 
we’ve only just begun!  
 Membership is very important to the continued 
success of our Squadron. Welcome to our newest 
member Debbie Baxter, who was recognized at our 
May general meeting. A letter of transfer request has 
been sent in for Kevin and Sarah Curling. They will 
be transferring from the Virginia Beach Squadron. 
We first met at the Virginia Beach Boat Show and 
they recently completed the Seamanship class. But 
we also must say goodbye to several folks...to Kirk 
Troen, P, off to Florida and to Dennis, P and Patti, P 
Drake are unable to continue with us (but in Patti’s 
words “Hopefully we can come back. We enjoyed 
our time with you very much”.) We wish them well. 
 Our “24-Carrot Bling Cruise” is set for 5-7 June. 
An educational opportunity is our Partner in Com-
mand Seminar 20 June. Between them is our Month-
ly meeting.  See you on 9 June at George’s Steak-
house. Don’t forget to sign up for our upcoming 
events!! You’ll be glad you did. 

  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Lanny Horn, 
        AP-IN 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

mailto:kskbskok@verizon.net
http://www.uspsd5.org
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 With June here, we’ll put ABC3 classes on hold 

till the end of our cruising season.  

We have already read about several tragic boating 

accidents this season.  The work of the United 

States Power Squadrons becomes all the more im-

portant if we can be responsible for preventing just 

one such tragedy.  By boating safely ourselves and 

sharing our safe boating skills with others, we can 

make a difference.  

We have our PARTNER IN COMMAND Seminar 

scheduled for Saturday 20 June.  As of now, we 

have 8 signed up.  This will be a hands-on seminar 

with classroom instruction and use of the pool as 

needed; Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN,  Tidewater 

Yacht Marina, Portsmouth Cost: $10.00 (will include 

a light lunch). If any one else would like to attend let 

us know and we’ll add you to the list.  I’ll plan to 

send a reminder e-mail to those that are signed up 

on Monday 15 June. 

Other planned training to start in the fall will be 

Piloting.  There are currently 4 signed up.  The 

other class we have slated for the fall is Instructor 

Development.  We have 3 signed up.   

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call 
or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or re-
quests for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by 
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2015 
 

PARTNER IN COMMAND  20 June  Instructor: 
P/C Art Aikin, SN  Tidewater Yacht Marina, Ports-
mouth Cost: $10.00 will include lunch. 

        June Birthdays 
 
 

   Cdr Doug Fisher, S  5 June 
   Deb Henry      7 June 
   Chris Jones     23 June 
   P/C Bob Eure, AP   29 June 
  

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

So….You’re a new member……now 
what….. 

 

-Continuing series by Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
 

 The 3rd article in a series to assist new members 
(and perhaps a reminder for others) becoming com-
fortable and confident in what to do and how to do it 
in the Nansemond River Power Squadron. Consider-
ing all the activities we put together such as cruises, 
Change of Watch, Founders day celebration, Annual 
Fund Raising Auction, Day trippers etc, can be some-
what daunt-
ing to a new 
member to 
volunteer or 
do the right 
thing. The 
good news is 
THERE IS 
NO ONE 
WAY TO 
PUT TO-
GETHER A 
FUNCTION. 
It is all up to the person putting the darn thing togeth-
er. Of course for more formal functions there are 
some requirements that must be met but for the most 
part, it is all up to you...with some assistance of a 
very experienced “been there done that” person.   
 This lesson will mostly cover the Officer of the 
Day, or “OD”. The OD is generally in charge of plan-
ning and advertising one of the 6 or 7 cruises the 
squadron plans each summer. An OD can also be in 
charge of a Day Tripper as well but more on that lat-
er.   
 Here is how we do it (generally).  It all begins with 
the newly inducted Administrative Officer (AO). Our 
new bridge (including the AO) are sworn in usually in 
March at the Change of Watch. During this ceremony 
the new AO generally has a rough cruise schedule 
for the upcoming summer. The AO will solicit the 
body for volunteers to be OD’s for each cruise.  By 
the first general meeting in April the AO will have a 
firm schedule of cruises and a good idea who has 
volunteered to be OD’s.   
 Once the AO has firmed up the schedule and you 
have accepted the appointment as the OD it is your 
time to start planning. Planning a cruise does not re-
ally take a lot of time. Most of the hard work such as 
finding a marina, scheduling with dock masters, coor-
dinating a cruise around a significant event such as 
Harborfest is all taken care of by the AO. It is your job 
to plan and execute the fun stuff.  Cheryl Hanbury 
has created a fantastic power point . 
 You may be concerned about money. Do I have to 
spend my own money you      
 

You’re a New Member Cont’d. on Page 5 
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Commander’s Reception– The Fisher’s Home 

9 May 2015, Pinner St. in Suffolk 
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Commander’s Reception– The Fisher’s Home 

9 May 2015, Pinner St. in Suffolk 

 The weather cooperated, and the food and 
drink were plentiful at the Commander’s Recep-
tion held at the home of Cdr Doug and Julie 
Fisher’s home on 9 May. Beautifully decorated 
inside, and festive on the large deck as our 
members were met and greeted by our 2015-16 
commander and his wife. One of Nansemond 
River Power Squadron’s favorite events, the 
reception was well-attended and reports were 
that a great time was had by all!  
 Our “season” is off to a good start, our first 
cruise now history and we are driving full speed 
ahead into our boat cruise schedule. If you 
have any questions concerning upcoming cruis-
es, call Frank Brown! Help is always needed! 

Fun Gift to 
our Fireball-
Loving Com-
mander...a 
fireball bottle 
wind chime 
for his boat! 
Presented at 
the Com-
mander’s Re-
ception by Lt/
C HJ South, 
S and his 
wife Mary! 
Sooo  appre-
ciated by the 
Fishers!!! 

You’re a New Member, Cont’d. from Pg. 3 
 

ask? NO!!!!! The bridge has authorized up to $100 for 
each cruise, reimbursable to the OD (with receipts). 
CO-OD’s will split the purse.  All you need to do is 
turn in your receipts to the Treasurer and you will be 
written a check for your expenses.      
 So there you have it.  Become an OD next year or 
volunteer to set up a day tripper if you have a great 
idea or a place to go. Talk to the AO, talk with other 
squadron members and ask for advice.  Give Cheryl 
Hanbury  a call and she will  be happy to share with 
you the power point presentation she created that will 

make it being an OD crystal clear!!  
It is all about safe boating and hav-
ing a lot of fun doing it.  You can’t go 
wrong.  Let’s have some FUN !!! 
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If they must be left out, secure them to strong trees 
or a "deadman" anchor. Strip off every thing that 
could be torn loose by a strong wind.:  
 *Increase the weight of your trailered outboard 
boat by filling it with fresh water and leaving in the 
drainplug (inboard boats must be drained to avoid 
motor damage). Insert wood blocks between the trail-
er frame and the springs for extra support with the 
added weight. 

 *If your boat must stay in the 
water you have three options: 
BERTH at a dock that has 
sturdy pilings and offers reason-
able shelter from open water 
and storm surge. Double up all 
mooring lines but provide 

enough slack so your boat can rise with the higher 
tides. Cover all lines with 
chafe protectors (double neo-
prene garden hose cut along 
the side) at points where the 
line is likely to wear and put 
out extra fenders and fender-
boards (the more the better). 
 ANCHOR your boat in a protected harbor 
where the bottom can allow a good anchor hold. An 
advantage to anchoring is that the boat can more 
easily respond to wind and water changes without 
striking docks or other boats than when moored. 
Heavy and extra anchors are needed for this option 
and enough line should be on hand to allow a scope 
of at least 10:1 for each anchor. 
 HURRICANE HOLES are ideal locations to 
moor your boat during a hurricane. These are deep, 
narrow coves or inlets that are surrounded by a num-
ber of sturdy trees which block the wind and provide 
a tie-off for anchor lines. The best location for a hurri-
cane hole is one far enough inland to avoid the most 
severe winds and tides, yet close enough to reach 
under short notice. You may want to scout out a sat-
isfactory hurricane hole ahead of time! 
 Remember: 

 Never stay with your boat. Your boat should 
be stripped of anything that can become loose during 
the storm. This would include unstepping the mast in 
sailboats. Boat documents, radios and other valua-
bles should be removed from the vessel prior to the 
storm, since you never know how long it will take for 
you to get back to your boat once the storm passes. 

 Hurricanes are among the most destructive phe-
nomena of nature, their appearance is not to be tak-
en lightly. Advance planning cannot guarantee that 
your boat will survive a hurricane safely or even sur-
vive at all. 
Planning can, however, improve survivability and is 
therefore certainly worth the time and money to do 
so.           

Safety Article Cont’d. on Page 7 

Protecting Your Boat in a Hurricane 
 Hurricanes are enormous cyclonic storm systems 
covering thousands of square miles which usually 
develop in the tropical or subtropical latitudes during 
the summer and fall. To be a hurricane, the system 
must be producing winds of 64 knots or more. Less 
intense storms are designated tropical depressions or 
tropical storms. Tropical storms and hurricanes are 
named to aid in identifying them. 
Each hurricane is, essentially, an 
organized system made up of hun-
dreds of individual thunderstorms. 
The core of the hurricane is called 
the eye, an area of relatively be-
nign weather several miles across 
surrounded by turmoil. All of the 
severe weather conditions pro-
duced by individual thunderstorms 
(heavy rain, hail, lightning, tornadoes, downbursts, 
etc.) are produced and magnified within the hurri-
cane. Working together, such storms generate tre-
mendous tidal surges which can decimate coastal 
areas. 
 Historically, individual hurricanes have caused the 
loss of thousands of lives and billions of dollars in 
damage as they ran their course over populated are-
as. If you know that a hurricane is approaching your 
area, prepare for the worst. The important point is, 
GET OFF THE OPEN WATER AS FAR AWAY 
FROM THE STORM AS POSSIBLE! If this is im-
possible, keep in mind that the right front quadrant of 

a hurricane usually, but not 
always, produces the most 
violent weather. 
With today’s modern commu-
nication net to warn them, 
people have a better chance 
to reach safety before a hurri-
cane hits. Even so, you may 
have little more than 24 hours 

advance notice to get your boat secured against the 
storm’s full force. Check the weather often.  
 *If your boat is easily trailerable, store it ashore, 
far from the danger of high water. Follow these tips 
If you must move your boat, first inspect the trailer to 
ensure that it is in proper operating condition. Check 
tires (including spare), wheel bearings, tow hitch and 
lights. If you can, put your boat & trailer in a garage. 

 

 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 
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NANSEMOND RIVER POWER SQUADRON 
Tidewater Yacht Marina      5-7 June 2015 

24 Carrot Bling Cruise 
And Harborfest! 

 

Friday – 5 June 
 -Noon – Parade of Sail on the Elizabeth River 
 -Dinner on your own. See below regarding TYA hosted by the pool, and  there are restau-
rants galore in both Downtown Portsmouth and Norfolk 
Saturday – 6 June 
 -1000 hrs – Brunch on the dock, mimosas and bloody marys provided, bring your favorite 
breakfast dish! 

 -Harborfest - in full swing – Norfolk – Ferry over 
 -1800 hrs – “24 Carrot Bing” Dock party on “D” dock – wear your favorite summer “bling” 
attire! Spaghetti (full of veggies of course!), crusty bread with fresh roasted garlics and ol ive 
oil for dipping and fruity Sangria provided, bring your favorite fruit or veggie dish in honor of 
 Fruit and Vegetable month (June)!! Look for the NRPS tent!! 

 -2130 hrs - Harborfest Fireworks compliments of the 
City of Norfolk 
 

From our Hosts at Tidewater Marina: 
-Friday, June 5, Tidewater Yacht Marina will kick off the 
Harborfest weekend with a live band and a cookout to 
benefit our charity, Folds of Honor on the Pool deck be-
side the ships store. For more information about Folds of 
Honor, go to 
https://www.foldsofhonor.org/mission           

for latest forecasts and warnings. Heavy static on 
your AM radio may be an indication of nearby thun-
derstorm activity. 
If a thunderstorm catches you afloat: 
 *Put on a Personal Flotation Device. (if not al-
ready wearing one) 
 *Stay below deck if possible. 
Keep away from metal objects that are not grounded 
to the boat’s protection system. 
 

Some information from the 
U.S. Coast Guard Boating Education Branch 

 
"The fishermen know that the sea is dangerous and the 
storm terrible, but they have never found these dangers 
sufficient reason for remaining ashore." 
 

— Vincent Van Gogh, Painter 
  

Safety Article Cont’d from Pg. 6 
 

 General Weather Tips: 
 

 Before Setting Out: Obtain the latest available 
weather forecast for the boating area. Where they 
can be received, the NOAA Weather Radio continu-
ous broadcasts (VHF-FM) are the best way to keep 
informed of expected weather and sea conditions. If 
you hear on the radio that warnings are in effect, 
don’t venture out on the water unless confident your 
boat can be navigated safely under forecast condi-
tions of wind and sea.  
 

 While afloat: 
Keep an eye out for the approach of dark, threaten-
ing clouds which may foretell a squall or thunder-
storm. Check radio weather broadcasts periodically  

https://www.foldsofhonor.org/mission
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

 

5-7 June      24 Carrot Bling Cruise & Harborfest 
        Tidewater Yacht 
        Portsmouth VA 
 

9 June      General Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse 
        Suffolk VA 
 
24-26 July     D5 Summer Council and 
        Rendezvous 
        Solomons Island, MD 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


