I would like to thank each of your trusting me to be
your 2015-2016 Nansemond River Power Squadron
Commander. It is my great honor and pleasure to
serve in this capacity and continue our great traditions of boating safety, education and fellowship.
From my perspective, Nansemond River is the best
Squadron in District 5. I have inherited a superb legacy of outstanding Past Commanders as well as an
exceptionally educated, civic orientated and fun lovCdr Doug Fisher, S ing organization. For that, I am grateful.
I look forward to working with the newly elected
Bridge and other committees and groups both inside
and outside of our organization in order to better ourourselves and our community, especially the top pursuit of safe boating education for anyone who desires it.
As of this writing there are numerous educational opportunities scheduled throughout the year and I encourage each of you to take a class or tell a friend or colleague about what we do and how we do it and the benefits of our organization.
As I discussed during the Change of Watch, I have a few incentives I would like to pursue during my tenure. If you were un-able to attend the Change of Watch, we surely missed you but I would like to relay some
of the items I discussed.
Beginning in April edition of the Nansemond Light, I will begin a monthly series of articles called “So…
You’re a new member of NRPS…Now What?” Mostly based on me and Julie’s experiences, hardships and
trepidations as new members, however I would like to gather “teaching moments” from the group, what we
could have done better or different to make a new member feel more welcome and a part of the organization.
Coupled with the series I would like to expand the articles into a mentorship program within NRPS. I think
new members and even not so new members would greatly benefit of a volunteer mentor. Someone a member could email or call to ask questions or how to do something like backing into a slip or how to change out
an engine cooling water impeller or what does an OD do. Additionally, I would like to explore ways of improving Nansemond River’s name recognition through community activities such as TGIF at the Hilton, parades /
floats etc. All the items above are great but if we are
not having fun then all the volunteer effort, sweat
and struggle are for naught. The bottom line is
most of us re-new our membership each year because we have fun. NRPS and the people who belong to it, provides the chance to socialize with like
minded, crazy people who all know (and willingly
admit) that a boat does not add up when it comes to
money. But somehow, in our minds, we justify that
owning a boat is a good idea (and good investment)
because we have great deal of fun, escaping the
real world for a few minutes when piloting it or socializing on it. For that, the bottom line is to have
Commander’s Corner, Continued on Page 6

Contents:

Executive Officer’s Report .............................. 2
Administrative Officer’s Report ...................... 2
Members’ Corner ............................................. 2
Education Officer’s Report ............................. 3
Past Commander’s Final Message ................. 3
Change of Watch Awards Presented ............. 3
2015 Change of Watch Banquet Pics ....... 4 & 5
First Safe Boating Class of the Year .............. 6
USPS Youth Poster Contest Info .................... 6
Commander’s Reception Invite ...................... 6
Education Officer’s Report ............................. 6
Safety Officer’s Report .................................... 7
Calendar of Events .......................................... 8

Executive
Officer’s Report

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

Lt/C Lanny Horn,
AP-IN
Hello Everyone,
It’s been a week since already since the Change
of Watch. Janet and I thoroughly enjoyed the evening with all of you and we hope you enjoyed the
evening as well.
As the new Bridge accepted the responsibilities of
their new positions, we are committing to make this
coming year as good, or better, than last year. My
responsibility this coming year will be making sure
that you are informed of as many of the activities of
District 5 and the USPS® as soon as possible.
Hope to see you all at our next general meeting
on 14 April at George’s Steakhouse in Suffolk.
The next upcoming “Event” is the District 5 Spring
Conference, always a good time with education classes for our Bridge officers, as well as classes in
CPR, VSC’s and Parliamentary Procedure. The Friday Night Hospitality Suites event is always a blast,
and the Banquet and Change of Watch Saturday
D5 Spring Conference 27-29 March
Princess Royale Hotel, Ocean City Maryland

March Birthdays
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP
Mary Anne Eure
Carl Farris

9 March
11 March
15 March

And Congratulations to Grace and Frank Brown on the
birth of their new Grandson, born 15 February,
Connor Zion!

Nansemond Light

I am proud to begin my tour of duty as the Administrative Officer for the Nansemond River Power
Squadron. I anticipate an exciting year, based on
our schedule of events.
Last year one thing we learned very quickly is
that many hands make the job of supporting events
much easier. Therefore I am going to put a “sign up
form” on our website and list the various functions
we anticipate supporting this year. You will have an
opportunity to sign up to support any (or all) of the
events coming up. The functions include the Commander’s Reception, the VSC picnic for National
Safe Boating Week, the Annual Auction, The
USPS® Poster Program, our Cruises, our Daytripper
Opportunities and annual anniversary Picnic. Also, I
want to establish a working committee to support
our membership growth. We have lost a few members recently and I know of at least one more who
will be relocating to Florida (Kirk) so we need to be
pro-active in our membership growth efforts.
Our Cruising Schedule has been published and
is online now. By going to our Events page, you can
see the descriptions of our destinations and you can
register with me from the online registration form.
Look for a full description of our summer cruises in
the next issue of the Nansemond Light.
What’s on the immediate horizon for us? Our
next general meeting will be on 14 April. During this
next year, I would like to see us offer some type of
program at least on a quarterly basis. One suggestion was a presentation on the Dismal Swamp canal
system prior to our journey down the Inter-coastal
Way. I think that would be an interesting presentation, if we can work out the logistics of our meeting
room. Your bridge will be looking into this aspect of
our next year.
Also in April, on the 26th to be exact, we’ll be
gathering at the Commander’s home at 238 Pinner
St in Suffolk for the annual Commander’s Reception.
If you are interested in giving the Commander a
hand, please contact him at 757-334-5505 or by
email at commander@nrpowersquadron.com.
I look forward to another dynamic year for NRPS
and wish all of you success in your goals within our
group. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions, concerns, items of interest or suggestions
to make us an even more effective squadron. Now,
if we can just get all the snow and cold weather out
of the way —— I’m ready to get out on the WATER!!
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The 2015 Change of Watch and
A Final Message…
What a wonderful Change
of Watch dinner! If you could
not attend you missed a great
time of fun, food and fellowship. The Nansemond River
Golf Club did a superb job.
The food was delicious and the
service was great! Special
thanks to past AO Lanny Horn,
AP (and Janet) for organizing
such a nice event and for getting the excellent cake! Thanks to Doug Fisher, S for
bringing a sound system. I remember in years past
we got comments that some people in the back could
not hear and I forgot all about that. Thanks for remembering, good job Doug!
The George Award is an award given to a NRPS
member who did something this past year that was
not very smart. Buddy Kris, P was the recipient of
this
award for
2014.
Although
he didn’t
want to,
Buddy
came up
and received
the
George
Award
for a little
swim
platform mishap. He said he didn’t have anything to
do with it, it was his boat that ran into something. He
was presented with the trophy and a damaged cooler.
The
Morrison
Award is
an
award
that
is
given to
a NRPS
member
who has
shown
dedication and
outstanding service to the squadron this past year. P/C
Fletcher Beadles, AP was the recipient of this award
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for 2014 and he was proud to come to the front and
receive this award. He was presented with the trophy and a damaged cooler also.
In 2013 NRPS
performed
251
VSCs. Our goal for
2014 was 275 and
we actually performed 321 VSCs.
Thanks to all of our
vessel
examiners
who made this happen.
Congratulations
to
Frank
Brown, AP-IN who
performed
106
VSCs and P/C Lilly
Stone, JN who performed 105 VSCs in 2014. They
will receive the Century Award from USPS. And a
NRPS VSC Century Award shirts for their efforts!
Special thanks to P/D/C Ralph and Nance Bernard for joining us for our Change of Watch again
this year. Their trip all the way from New Jersey was
a little challenging because of
road conditions
but they did not
want to disappointment
NRPS
and
came through
like
troopers
(no pun Ralph,
retired
state
cop). Ralph did
a great job (as usual) performing the installation of
our 2015-2016 Bridge. He also said some really
nice things about our squadron and its members
and for that we are very thankful.
I knew I was going to forget someone and I did. I
owe my apologies to Butch Baxter, P, ship store extraordinaire. Thankfully our new Commander realized my mistake and covered for me by thanking
Butch in his speech (good job Commander Doug)!
Butch your damaged cooler is being remade and
will be presented as soon as possible.
Thanks to Cheryl Hanbury for preparing an extraordinary book called “The Faces of Rana”! If you
did not get to see it, I will proudly display it at our
next general meeting at George’s on 14 April. It’s an
awesome book!
Thanks again to my wonderful Bridge and to all
of the NRPS members, you made my year a great
one! Congratulations to Commander Doug and his
new Bridge, I am sure you will all do a fine job!
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Past Commander Rana
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NRPS 2015 Change of Watch Banquet
Nansemond River Golf Club, Saturday, 7 March
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NRPS Holds First ABC Safe Boating Class of the Year...Minus the Snow!
17 boaters came to our Safe Boating Class, held Sat. 7 March at Chuckatuck Fire Station. 6 NRPS members
will be sharing the instructor duties over a 2 week period. Good turnout, with boating season almost upon us!

18TH BOARMAN NATIONAL USPS® YOUTH POSTER CONTEST
“When you boat be ready to float…….Wear It!”
AWARDS GIVEN IN THREE AGE GROUPS
6 to 8 Years--9 to 11 Years--12 to 14 Years
Entry Rules
1) May be vertical or horizontal
2) Must be on 15 x 20 or 14 x 22 inch poster paper
3) Professional illustrations, photos, copyrighted material or computer generated art may
NOT be used
4) Poster must not be folded
5) Posters will be judged for the idea presented more than artistic ability
6) One entry per person
7) All entries become property of USPS©
8) The contest entry form must be completed in full, legibly printed and adhered to the back of the poster.

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT HTTP://WWW.USPS.ORG/NATIONAL/
MEMBERSHIP/YOUTH/POSTER.HTM
Commander’s Corner, Cont’d. from Pg. 1
fun. It is the number one reason we retain and grow
our membership.
Frank Brown has set up a great cruise schedule this
summer, even a couple of places we have never navigated to before. Please sign up and join us at as
many cruises you are able. Many destinations have
hotels nearby if you happen to be boatless or if you
just want to drive. Come out and have some fun with
us this summer. Lastly, I would like to thank Past
Commander Rana Weaver for everything she did over
the past year. Her superior organizational skills will be
hard to top. The 50 events for 50 years was a resounding success and provided all of us with an enjoyable, entertaining and skill building year. It will be difficult to exceed the bar she set but I will do my best.
Fair Winds and Following Seas.
Now, let’s have some fun…….
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Please join Julie and I
at our home
238 Pinner St., Suffolk
Sunday 26 April 2015
from 1500 to 1700
Light appetizers and cocktails will be served.
We welcome you all into our
home.
March 2015

Educational
Officer’s Report

Safety
Officer’s Report

Lt/C H.J. South, S

Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN

With the Change of Watch being completed, we’re
starting a new year under a new Commander. As
with any underway we need a float plan so we can
plot our new course to include all of our needs and
wants for the year.
With the outgoing EO’s wake still in sight, we’ll
draw from where he has taken us and what has
been accomplished during his time as the EO. With
our new bridge at the helm, we’ll plot a good course
to continue to grow the training efforts of this squadron.
Our 2015’s first ABC3 Safe Boating class began
on Saturday (3/7) with 16 folks showing up at 0900
and running till 1400 hours. Day 2 will be Saturday
14 March .
Based on trying to get our 2nd ABC3 Safe Boating
class completed before the boating season gets up
and running, we are monitoring any interests from
the general public so that we can have our second
class completed before May.
If you have an ideas or requests for a class or
seminar, let me know. Call 757-580-6774 or e-mail
at hjsouth@outlook.com.

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES
FOR 2015
SEAMANSHIP
25 Feb-9 April 2015
Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
1900-2100 hrs on Wednesday/Thursday
evenings
ABC3 Safe Boating Class
7 & 14 March
Instructors: Frank Brown, C Doug Fisher, S,
P/ D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP, Gene Monroe,
AP-IN, P/C Bob Eure, AP, and P/C Lin
Hanbury, AP
Cost: $30 with family rate for multiple students
Chuckatuck Fire Station, 300 King’s Hwy.,
Suffolk 0900-1400 hours
PARTNER IN COMMAND
20 June Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN
Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth
Cost: TBD
March 2015

Understanding the Danger
of Propeller Strikes
Did you know?
 A typical three-blade propeller running at 3,200 rpm can inflict 160 impacts in one second.
 A typical recreational propeller can travel from head to toe on
an average person in less than
1/10 of a second.
Most propeller accidents CAN be prevented!
Safety Tips
*Before starting your engine, walk to the stern and
look in the water to make certain there is no one
near your propeller (people near the propeller may
not be visible from the helm).
*Never allow passengers to board or exit your boat
from water when engine(s) are running - even at idle
& in neutral your propeller may continue to spin.
*Educate passengers about the location and danger
of the propeller(s).
*Call attention to and discuss any propeller warning
labels around your boat.
*Be especially alert when operating in congested areas and never enter swimming zones.
*Take extra precautions near boats that are towing
skiers or tubers.
*Never permit passengers to ride on the bow, gunwale, transom, seat backs, or other locations where
they might fall overboard.
*Children should be carefully watched while onboard.
*Establish clear rules for swim platform use, boarding
ladders, and seating.
*If someone falls overboard, STOP! Then slowly turn
the boat around, and keep the person in sight as you
approach. Assign a passenger to continuously monitor the person in the water. Turn your engine off
FIRST and then bring the person to safety.
NEVER reverse your boat to pick someone up out
of the water. If necessary, go around again.
Safety Devices
A variety of safety devices are available to help prevent propeller strikes:
*Wireless cut off switches *Propeller guards
*Ringed propellers *Propulsion alternatives (jet drive)
*Interlocks
*Sensors
*Anti-feedback steering
Reprinted from: www.BoatSafe.com
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
27-29 March

D5 Spring Conference
Princess Royale Hotel
Ocean City, MD

14 April
1830 hours

Monthly Squadron Meeting
George’s Steak House
Holland Rd., Suffolk VA

26 April

Commander’s Reception
Fisher Home, 238 Pinner St.
Suffolk, VA
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Janet Horn, AP
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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