
 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 

 

 Fresh off our first cruise to Blue Water Yacht 
in Hampton, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the OD’s Cheryl and Lin Hanbury for 
putting on another fantastic Cinco Di Mayo / Run 
for the Roses themed event.  Even though we 
have had the same theme for our first cruise for 
several years, I think it just keeps getting better 
and better.  Wouldn’t you agree?  So the weather 
did not cooperate on Friday (who schedules a 
Nor-easter in May anyways) but in all 9 boats 
come in Saturday eager to get the season rolling.  
The blow-up palm trees, maracas and of course  

the tiny sombreros truly set the tone along  with the excellent food on the pier for both brunch and 
dinner.  With all weather delays and adjusting of schedules the event we off without a hitch.  I am 
positive all hands had a great day.  Our new members Tom and Margaret Mills had a grand time.  
They introduced a new libation that was a big hit for the Derby party.  And of course to welcome 
them into the squadron in style, we let Margaret win the horse race pot.  Congrats Margaret, don’t 
spend all your winnings in one place.     
 Just a reminder of the Commanders Reception next Saturday 9 May 2015, 1500-1800 at our 
home.  Please see invitation here in this issue of the Nansemond Light.   
 To celebrate Safe Boating Week, Nansemond River Power Squadron will host a Vessel Safety 
Check / Picnic at Portsmouth City Park on Saturday 16 May 2015.  See the Admin Officer article for 
more details.  Hope you can show up.  You might not be a certified VSC inspector and you don’t 
have to be, to show up and have a good time with all of our squadron folks.  Who doesn’t like a day 
in the park anyway?  Come on out and enjoy a hot dog or hamburger and some good fellowship with 
the rest of us.  SEA VESTER will even make a showing.  

 A reminder our monthly meeting is Tuesday 12   
    May 2015 at 1830, Georges Steak House. 
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 Good morning Boaters!  The calendar says it’s 
spring, but we’re still waiting for it to arrive!  Listed 
below are the activities associated with boating 
locally, D5 and the United States Power Squadron. 

 

*2-3 May - Cooperative Charting 
Training, NOAA Atlantic Marine 
Center, 439 W. York Street, 
Norfolk. 
*16-22 May – Safe Boating Week; 
NRPS picnic at City Park in 
Portsmouth on Saturday, 16 May  

*20 May – Delaware River Educational Cruise 
aboard the Ben Franklin yacht in Philadelphia, 
PA; a buffet dinner and narrated cruise is 
included; this is sponsored by the Delaware River 
Sail & Power Squadron. 
*25 May (Memorial Day) ARM CUAUHTEMOC – 
Mexican Navy Sail Training Tall Ship at downtown 
Norfolk at Otter Berth, next to Waterside. Last visit 
was spring of 2013 and was also part of OpSail 
2012.  Tours are free and open to the public. 
*5-7 June  – Harborfest –  
Norfolk and Tidewater Yacht.  Join our cruise at 
Tidewater and enjoy not only the comradery with 
our group, but all the fun associated with 
Harborfest. 

*25-27 June – Leadership Seminar, Indian Land, 
SC 

 
 

 What a meeting NOT to miss (bit of sarcasm 
there.) Standing Room Only and 7 guests made the 
14 April meeting one for the books. Thanks to Ships’ 
Store Chief Capt Butch Baxter, S for his wonderful 
presentation as NRPS joined in celebrating the 100th 
birthday of Mar-Sue. The pictures were a wonderful 
addition to the story Butch told. Then, there was the 
birthday cake. Great job. Finally, we also welcomed 
Tom and Margaret Mills as our newest members. 
Thanks to all who helped make this a meeting to re-
member. 
 The fact that we had a program made me think 
back to prior years when we were able to have a pro-
gram at almost every monthly meeting. If you have 
any ideas of what you’d like at our meeting, let me 
know and we’ll follow up on that. 
 Cruising Season 2015 started with a bang. See 
all the comments about our fun-filled trip to Blue-
water Yacht Marina in Hampton. Another great be-
ginning to  a wonderful cruising season. Thanks, 
again, to  Cheryl and P/C Lin, AP, Hanbury and Lt 
Susan Faurot, S who served as ODs for the week-
end. 
 Due to conflicts beyond his control, the annual 
Commanders’ Reception is set for 238 Pinner Street 
in beautiful downtown Suffolk on Saturday, 9 May; 
the time is 1500-1700 hrs. Come, welcome the new 
year and celebrate this rite of passage. 
 The next week, 16 May, is the beginning of Na-
tional Safe Boating Week (NSBW). Our 2nd annual 
NSBW Vessel Safety Check (VSC) picnic will be 
held at City Park, Portsmouth, gathering at 9:00 am 
at the shed by the boat ramp. We’ll have burgers and 
hot dogs, drinks to share. All Vessel Examiners who 
can come should contact P/C Larry Rountree, AP, to 
let him know you will be available. Last year we com-
pleted around 20 VSCs, so let’s work to do more this 
year. 
 On Sunday, 17 May, another “first” for NRPS as 
we have been invited to Langley Air Force Base to 
support our military friends who fly and boat!! From 
1300 to 1700 hrs (or so), we will provide Vessel 
Safety Checks for USAF military and civilian person-
nel. If you are a Vessel Examiner and can sign up for 
some time, contact Larry Rountree. They will be 
signing up ahead of time so we will have an idea of 
how many checks are requested. This is a great op-
portunity to serve those who serve us! 

  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Lanny Horn, 
        AP-IN 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN
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 As we start our 2015 cruising season this month, our 

ABC3 classes will be on hold till fall.  We can use our time 

on the water to pass the word about the need for boating 

safety and also what the United States Power Squadrons 

do to help the general public with boater education. 

 The education committee has discussed ways of 

reaching out to the boaters who will be required 

to complete the ABC3 class next year (our older boat-

ers).  It has been suggested to add the “old school” way 

of advertising our next class by using fliers posted at all of 

the marinas that our members frequent. This, added to 

the internet and running the info in the paper, will cast 

our NRPS educational net to cover a larger area. 

 We have completed two ABC3 classes and one Sea-

manship class so far this year and will now start planning 

our 2015 fall schedule.  We want the next ABC3 class to 

be held in late October or early November and our Pilot-

ing class to start mid October with Advanced Piloting be-

ing completed before the Change of Watch.  

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or 

send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a 

class or seminar.  I can be reached by email at 

hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES 
 

  PARTNER IN COMMAND 
Date: 20 June , Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, SN 
Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth, Cost: TBD  
 

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or 
send  me an e-mail  if  you have an ideas or requests for 
a class or seminar.  I can be reached by email at 
hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774. 

 Operating in Reduced Visibility 
 

 Boating during the fall can bring special challenges for 
the mariner. In addition to the need to be aware of reduced 
temperatures which can lead to hypothermia, you also at 
times have to deal with reduced visibility.  
 Fog is the primary cause of reduced visibility, but haze, 
heavy rain and snow all present problems for mariners. 
Boating in these conditions presents two hazards, naviga-
tional errors and collisions.  
 Preventing both of these begins with reducing your 
speed. The old saying, “Be able to stop in half the distance 
of visibility” doesn’t appear in the Navigation Rules, but it is 
very good advice; remember slower is better!  
 A sailboat with an auxiliary engine, if under sail in fog, 
should have her engine available for immediate use, but 
you’ll be better able to listen for fog signals and other help-
ful sounds if you leave the engine off until it’s needed. 
 Fog signals must be sounded, the time interval speci-
fied in Navigation Rules is the minimum (see chart below). 
 Vary your interval so that there is no possibility of your 
signals being in step with another vessel’s, thereby pre-
venting you from hearing them. Listening for another ves-
sel’s fog signals is just as important as sounding your own. 
If you have crew aboard, post a lookout well forward and 
consider having another person aft if possible. The lookout 
should listen as well as look. Listen for other vessels, the 
sound of aids to navigation, breaking surf, and other help-
ful sounds. Lookouts are especially important if your helm 
station is inside. Switch bow and stern lookouts occasion-
ally to provide some variety and increase alertness. 
 If your engines are noisy, periodically shift into idle, or 
even shut them down for a few minutes to listen for faint 
fog signals. The transmission of sound in foggy conditions 
is tricky, if you hear something, don’t jump to a quick con-
clusion about its direction and distance, listen some more. 
 If several craft are traveling together, it is advisable that 
they stay close in a column formation in which closely fol-
lowing vessels aren’t directly behind the leader so they can 
easily steer clear if the lead vessel stops suddenly. If the 
fog is so thick that it is hazardous for them to be within 
sight of each other, each vessel should tow a floating ob-
ject such as an empty fuel container or a cushion well 
astern on a line of approximately 150 feet. Then, each ves-
sel can keep its “station” in column by keeping that object 

in sight, rather than the craft ahead. 

May Birthdays 
 

  P/C Rana Weaver, AP       1 May 
  P/C Mary Fisher, AP         4 May 
  Charles Johnson, Jr., AP     15 May 
  Betty Sue Burris, P       17 May 
  Patricia Drake         19 May 
  Lt Bob Wallace, SN         20 May 
  P/C Lilly Stone, JN       21 May 
  Jerri Mitchell-Berry       23 May 

 

 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

            

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

VESSEL 
 

Power-driven vessel 
making way 
 

Power-driven vessel not 
making way (stopped 

REQUIRED SIGNAL 
 

One prolonged blast every 
2 minutes 
 

2 prolonged blasts every 2 
minutes with a 1-second 
interval between 

http://www.boatsafe.com/nauticalknowhow/hypothermia.htm
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NRPS  Fiesta – Derby Cruise  
Bluewater Yacht, Hampton VA   *   1-3 May 2015 

 Amidst a furry of 
phone calls from 
Monday through 
Thursday, our 
“Shakedown Cruise” 
with its Fiesta-Derby 
Theme seemed off to 
a dismal start when 
all realized that a Fri-
day departure was 
not in the cards! With 
rains, wind and a 
small craft advisory in 
place, it was decided 
to postpone the 
Cruise until Saturday 
morning. So onward 
our members sailed, 
leaving their home 
docks at 730 hrs and 
off to Hampton they 
cruised. OD’s Cheryl 
and P/C Lin Hanbury, 
AP were at the 
ready...rearranging 
the schedule and fill-
ing the day! Co-OD 
Susan Faurot, S got 
there just in time to 
assist. Brunch com-
menced around 1000 
hrs with Mimosas and 
Bloody Marys...and a 
terrific spread as per 
usual for NRPS! And 
the food disappeared 
in a minutes! Guess 
we were all hungry 
after our boat rides!! 
Unfortunately, the ed-
ucation class for 
recertifying instructors 
had to be postponed. 
But a Boat Show at 
the Marina was well 
received   and well 
attended. It was ra-
ther sad to “view” 
Dick Pond’ s boat, 
which is now on the 
market and open for 
viewing. 
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NRPS  Fiesta – Derby Cruise  
Bluewater Yacht, Hampton VA   *   1-3 May 2015 

 After a mellow ear-
ly afternoon, we be-
gan our Fiesta party 
in earnest! Cheryl, a 
usual, had great 
goodie bags which 
included dangly pep-
per earrings for the 
ladies and blinking 
pepper pins for the 
guys. Decked out in 
Fiesta beads we all 
enjoyed Margaritas 
and a wonderful 
fruity/bourbon drink 
(courtesy the Mills’!) 
while dining on every 
known Mexican-style 
dip imaginable, enchi-
lada, taquitos, Mexi-
can 7-layer salad and 
more! 
 Then it was time to 
don our Derby hats 
and watch the 
“Running of the Ros-
es”, which we did                                                                 
aboard the Hanbury 
boat while sipping 
mint Juleps (courtesy 
the Wallaces, and 
quite potent they 
were!!). Hats off to 
Gail Aikin, S for get-
ting all the bets ready 
and having everyone 
select their horses (at 
random!) And it paid 
off well...the Mills’ 
horse came in first, 
HJ Smith’s second 
and Bob Wallaces’ 
third! Funny that the 
winners were all on 
one side of the boat 
at the time...our own 
“winners’ circle”! Then 
it was back to the 
docks for decadent 
desserts and socializ-
ing. For a 1-day 
event, it was a blast! 
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Could the Atlantic Hurricane Season 
Start Early? 

 

-From www.aol.com article by Jon Erdman 
 

 The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June through 
November. However, the atmosphere doesn't always 
conform to that. Occasionally a storm develops early, and 
that could happen off the Southeast coast this week. 
The potential setup for this begins with a leftover, fading 
frontal boundary over the southwest Atlantic, the Baha-
mas and Cuba. This is the same frontal boundary that 
brought a much-needed soaking to South Florida last 
week and gave Key West its third-heaviest April day of 
rain on record last Wednesday. 
 The potential setup for this begins with a leftover, fad-
ing frontal boundary over the southwest Atlantic, the Ba-
hamas and Cuba. This is the same frontal boundary that 
brought a much-needed soaking to South Florida last 
week and gave Key West its third-heaviest April day of 
rain on record last Wednesday. 
 Because water temperatures are generally running 
above average in the Bahamas and over the Gulf Stream 
now, according to senior meteorologist Stu Ostro, this 
would help fuel thunderstorms near the low's circulation, 
though he emphasizes that whether the system becomes 
a subtropical cyclone will ultimately depend more on 
what's going on in the atmosphere. 
 This area of disturbed weather is then expected to 
move north or northwest into next weekend. 

 

2015 Commander’s Reception 
Saturday, 9 May 2015 

1500-1800 

Doug and Julie’s Home 

238 Pinner St. Suffolk, Va. 23434 

Please bring a dish to pass.  BBQ (pulled chicken/pork 

and brisket) will be served so we would prefer appetizers, 

sides and deserts.  

Nansemond River Power Squadron Bar will be available   
 

For more info call 757-334-5505 or 757-539-2763  

 

So….Your a new member……now what….. 
 

 This is the second article in a series of articles designed to provide insight and “how to” participate, volun-
teer, help out, where to go, how to go etc. as a new member.   
 As a new member, one of the reasons you joined the Nansemond River Power Squadron is to learn how to 
safely operate your boat.  Whether you own a kayak, Personal Water Craft, fishing boat, larger cruiser or sail 
boat we can teach you… so you have come to the right place.  Utilizing classes develop through our national 
organization, The United States Power Squadrons we conduct a series of classes / seminars to teach you 
everything you need to know about safe boating.  Our certified instructors are qualified to teach you how to 
boat from the very basics to a Senior Navigator.   
 This is how it works.  You start with Americas Boating Course (we call this ABC).  After you have the taken 
and passed Americas Boating Course (this course qualifies for the required safe boating course for the State 
of Virginia) you can begin a series of more skilled courses such as Seamanship, Junior Navigator, Inland 
Navigator, Engine Maintenance, Certified Instructor and many others.  The final course is Senior Navigator 
usually taking several years to obtain.  
 To sign up for a course, class, seminar you can talk to the Education Officer (H.J. South) at our general 
meeting.  He will announce all upcoming courses at the meeting, in the Nansemond Light, on our website.  
You can contact the EO by using this email address education@nrpowersquadron.com . 
 Our classes are held in a variety of places such as Suffolk Fire House #5 in northern Suffolk and the 
Chuckatuck  Fire House.  We have utilized churches and other civic orientated venues to hold classes.  Once 
you are signed up, you will be fully aware of the location.    
 Our National organization also hosts a series of webinars and safe boating classes on line.  You can check 
out the classes offered on line by going to United States Power Squadrons web side www.usps.org or their on 
line courses site http://www.usps.org/index.html/index.php/boating-courses . 
 Sign up for a course, you will not regret it.  Our instructors are top notch and all have been boating for 
many years.  The can offer you incite and wisdom in almost any question you have about boating or how to 
do it better and safer.        

-Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
 

https://twitter.com/NWSKeyWest/status/593579004302471168
https://twitter.com/NWSKeyWest/status/593579004302471168
https://twitter.com/NWSKeyWest/status/593579004302471168
https://twitter.com/NWSKeyWest/status/593579004302471168
http://polar.ncep.noaa.gov/sst/rtg_high_res/color_newdisp_anomaly_100W_35W_15N_65N_ophi0.png
http://polar.ncep.noaa.gov/sst/rtg_high_res/color_newdisp_anomaly_100W_35W_15N_65N_ophi0.png
http://polar.ncep.noaa.gov/sst/rtg_high_res/color_newdisp_anomaly_100W_35W_15N_65N_ophi0.png
http://www.twitter.com/StuOstro
mailto:education@nrpowersquadron.com
http://www.usps.org
http://www.usps.org/index.html/index.php/boating-courses
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NRPS’s April Monthly Squadron Meeting a HUGE Success! 
 
 

 With so many members and guests attending our April meeting, our Squadron filled our meeting room at 
George’s Steakhouse almost to overflowing! And what a meeting it was! Cdr Doug installed our newest 
members, the Mills’, and after the business portion, Butch Baxter P gave a delightful presentation on the Mar
-Sue and her rich 100 year history. And the Squadron threw a Birthday Party, complete with signage balloons 
and a gorgeous cake to commemorate the event. All attending said it was one of the best meetings ever! Go 
Nansemond River! (Maybe it’s time to look for yet another, LARGER, meeting place...any ideas???) 

Butch and the 
special cake 
for Mar-Sue 
and her 100 
year birthday, , 
which was, 
shared with all 
in attendance! 
What a nice 
finish to a fabu-
lous meeting! 

NRPS 
ROCKS! 



 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN 

 

12 May      Monthly Squadron Meeting 
 1830 hours    George’s Steak House 
        Holland Rd., Suffolk VA 
 

9 May      Commander’s Reception 
        (see invite on Pg. 6 for info) 
 

16 May      VSC/Safe Boating Week Picnic 
        Portsmouth City Park 
 

17 May      Vessel Safety Check Day 
        Langley Air Force Base   

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


