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Proudly Celebrating 50 Years of Promoting Safety of the Water!

Cdr Doug Fisher, S

The fall weather is finally here and it won’t be long
until we will be winterizing our holes in the water that
we pour our money into. Ah yes, the cycle of the seasons, gotta love it.
We concluded our final cruise of the season two
weeks ago to York River Yacht Haven. The weather
on Friday was not ideal and everyone agreed that
they would rather not do that kind of cruising ever
again. Whew! It was definately character building
and made for a very rough ride enroute to the York
River. However, once all boats got inside, the waves
drastically declined and gave the captain, crew and
guests a chance to catch their breath before all boats

moored safely at the marina. The “Eat, Drink and be Scary” cruise turned out to be a great success and I
think all who participated had a very grande time. I suspect you may see this Halloween themed cruise in the
future. I hope everyone has had a chance to check out Facebook and all the scary pictures that resulted from
the weekend’s events.
As a reminder, there is no General Meeting this month due to the Annual Fund Raising Auction on 14 November. This year our Auction will be held at the Smithfield American Legion Hall at 1730. For further information please read more details in this issue. Don’t forget to get your auction items to P/C Norman and Mary
Fisher’s barn so we can get all the “stuff” arranged for a smooth event. We will have many items from local
business that we frequent such as dockage at Tide Water Yacht, gift certificates from West Marine etc, thanks
to their generous donations. Also, don’t forget to get your basket ideas churning as they all prove to be a very
popular item. Please save the date and I would like to see every member at the auction this year. Suffolk
BBQ will be providing our chow this year as well.
Speaking of saving the date, the Holidays are fast approaching and the time is just flying by this year. Julie and I will be hosting the Commanders Holiday Open House on Saturday 19 December at 1600. I know it
is late for a Holiday party but our schedule is very tight this year. We will provide Brisket and Ham and we
ask that you bring a dish to pass. Please send me an email RSVP by 6 December if you plan on attending
and how many will be in your party. Don’t forget your UGLY SWEATER. There will be a contest for the craziest holiday attire and prizes will be awarded for
most creative sweater, best couple sweaters, most Contents:
ugly sweater and best overall holiday sweater.
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Executive
Officer’s Report
P/C Lin Hanbury,
AP
By the time you-all have a chance to read this
Nansemond River will have finished our last cruise
of the year and we will be dealing with cooler weather, Thanksgiving and getting ready for Christmas.
Can you believe it ! Where did the summer go ?
You got it, it is all in the history books and we have
now committed to memory all the fun, food, and
drinks, plus we have pictures to prove it.
Not to worry, we have all the fun Fall things to
look forward to and as we work our way into winter
and the Holiday season, there are plenty of things to
do. In November:
Suffolk has their Grand illumination at Market
Park on 20 November from 1800 to 2100. For more
information call 757-514-7267.
Norfolk will hold their 31st Grand illumination on
21 November starting at 1900. The city will come to
life with all the buildings lit and the sounds of a parade will fill the air through downtown.
Portsmouth will open “Winter Wonderland” from
27 November thru 31 December. This is at the
Portsmouth Arts & Culture facility. It is full of the old
Colman’s Nursery animated displays.
December is always a busy month with all the
partying and shopping. Try to squeeze in some
tome for:
5 December – Newport News will have
“Hollydazzle City Center” at Oyster Point Fountain
Plaza. This is to be a unique holiday event with fireworks, special events, food, & children events. No
charge to get in and free parking.
11 December – Hampton will have their Lighted
Boat Parade. They will cruise the Hampton Harbor
starting at 1915 you can hear the narration in the area around the Hampton Maritime Center. If you
want to be a part of the fun, catch a ride on the m/v
Miss Hampton. The admission is a toy for “Toys for
Tots”. 757-722-9102.
12 December – Starting at 1900, Hampton will
have the Holly Days Parade. This is the largest Peninsula illuminated parade. This year it is “Happy Holidays from Crab Town”.
12 December – Starting at 1900, Suffolk will also
have their holiday parade, “Storybook Holiday”. Filling Washington St. and Main St with their final destination Prentis St. with floats, horses, marching
bands, and festival vehicles.
XO Article Continued on Page 7
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Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
What a wonderful cruise season we had in 2015.
Starting with our Cinco de Mayo Festival at Bluewater, followed by a blistery Harborfest at Tidewater
Yacht, a wonderful Christmas in July in Coinjock,
Smithfield Station Pig-Fest, Americana in Deltaville
and the Eat, Drink and be Scary cruise to York River
Yacht Haven. Thanks to the ODs who put together
wonderful adventures and the captains and their
shipmates who brought their boats to participate.
Looking forward to next year. Have heard rumors of
some new and exciting locations for out trips.
Our annual fundraising Auction is set for 14 November at the American Legion Post 49 Hall at 818
S. Church Street, Smithfield, VA. We will be setting
up the main room at 1400 hrs so we can open the
doors at 1730, with dinner to begin at 1800. The cost
for the dinner is $15.00 per person. There will be a
cash bar available too!! The Silent Auction will be in
place during the dinner and then Auctioneer par excellence P/C Larry Rountree AP takes over.

If you have items for the auction you’d like us to
store before the function, call me at 757-472-4178 or
contact P/C Norman or P/C Mary Fisher AP to arrange to drop the items at their home.
Looking forward to a wonderful evening. Then on
Saturday 19 December we will have our annual Holiday Party at the home of Commander Doug and Julie Fisher. More information coming soon.
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C H.J. South, S
With the our NRPS 2015 cruising season completed, it’s time to start your preparations for next
year. Beginning next year, all motorboat operators,
regardless of age, shall meet the following requirements by July 1, 2016:

Virginia Boating Safety Education
Requirement

In 2007, the Virginia General Assembly enacted a
law to establish a boating safety education compliance requirement. The requirement for boating safety education is phased-in over several years and applies to all Personal Watercraft (PWC)* operators
and operators of boats with motors of 10hp and
greater according to the following schedule:
*All PWC operators, regardless of age, and motorboat operators 30 years of age or younger shall
* Motorboat operators 50 years of age or younger
shall meet the requirements by July 1, 2015;
*All motorboat operators, regardless of age, shall
meet the requirements by July 1, 2016.
* Please note, a Personal Watercraft, PWC, more
commonly known as a Ski-Doo® (Bombardier Recreational Products), Waverunner® (Yamaha Motor
Corporation, USA), and JET SKI® (Kawasaki Motors
Corp., USA), are defined as motorboats less than 16
feet in length that are powered by jet pumps, not
propellers, where the persons stand, kneel, or sit on,
rather than inside the boat.
If you have taken a boating safety course, but
have misplaced your course completion certificate, a
person can also meet the education requirements by
meeting one of the following requirements:
1) Passes an equivalency/challenge exam;
2) Possesses or once possessed a valid license to
operate a vessel issued to maritime personnel by
the United States Coast Guard
3) Possesses a marine certificate issued by the
Canadian government or possesses a Canadian
Pleasure Craft Operator's Card;
4) Possesses a temporary operator's certificate
as indicated on new boat registration;
5) Possesses a rental or lease agreement and
training documentation as issued by a motorboat
rental or leasing business;
6) Operates the motorboat under onboard direct
supervision of a person who meets the compliance
requirement;
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7) Operates a boat not registered in Virginia, temporarily using the waters of Virginia for a period not
to exceed 90 days, and meets any applicable boating safety education requirements of the state of residency;
8) Has assumed operation of the motorboat due
to the illness or physical impairment of the initial operator, and is returning the motorboat to shore in order to provide assistance or care for the operator;
9) Is or once was registered as a commercial fisherman pursuant to the Code of Virginia or is under
the onboard direct supervision of the commercial
fisherman while operating the commercial fisherman's boat.
10) Provides documentation that he is serving or
has qualified as a surface warfare officer or enlisted
surface warfare specialist in the United States Navy.
11) Provides documentation that he is serving or
has qualified as an Officer of the Deck Underway,
boat coxswain, boat officer, boat operator, watercraft
operator, or Marine Deck Officer in any branch of the
Armed Forces of the United States, United States
Coast Guard, or Merchant Marine.
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call
or send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a class or seminar. I can be reached by
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774.
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CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES
FOR 2015
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date under review
Next ABC3 Class—Planning for December:
Day 1 Saturday 5 December 0900 to 1400 hrs.
Day 2 Monday 7 December 1800 to 2100 hrs.
Day 3 Wed. 9 December 1800 t0 2100 hrs.

November Birthdays
Jennifer Presson, P
1 November
Kirk Troen, P
5 November
P/C Norman Fisher, AP
6 November
Maxanne Morrison
10 November
Donna Eure
16 November
P/C Matt Schulze, P
29 November
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“Eat, Drink & Be Scary” Halloween Cruise
23-25 October 2015, York River Yacht Haven
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“Eat, Drink & Be Scary” Halloween Cruise
23-25 October 2012, York River Yacht Haven

And the Winners Were…..
Best Overall Costume: Wizard and Familiar
Scariest Costume: Amish Couple
Best Couple's Costume: Seventies
Chick and Alien
Best Group Costume: Day Markers
Silliest Costume: Sea Wench
Best Spooktacular Pumpkin: Ruff Livin’
Best Overall Boat: Ruff Livin'
Most Creative Boat: Commanders Folly

Honorable Mention Boat: Cherlin
Scariest Looking Dish: Pukin' Pumpkin
Most Delectable Dish: Skeleton Brownie Heads
Most Creative Use of a Boat Hook: Wizard from
Ruff Livin'
Scariest Use of a Boat Hook: Cherlin

November
April
2015 2015
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Safety
Officer’s Report

At Our Last General Meeting...

Lt Bob Wallace, SN
Seasickness
"What can you say about Seasickness? Not
much when you're seasick."
By Bob Pone
The sport of yachting must have been invented by
a Dutchman. According to a 1992 Forbes Magazine
story on the America's Cup competition, the word
"yacht" comes from the Dutch verb "jacht." The
translation means "to throw up violently."
Seasickness is caused when the minute inner ear
organs that enable a human to balance are disturbed
by the motion of the boat swaying and pitching. This
movement sets off alarm signals to the brain causing
nausea, headache, dizziness, and sometimes vomiting. This condition can be intensified by the lack of
fresh air and inactivity.
It can also be a person's worst nightmare
at sea. Seasickness
affects many people to
varying degrees - even
sailors with years of experience. Looking on
the bright side, the body adapts after time. Fortunately, several remedies can be taken before setting
sail. Pills can be obtained over the counter which
help most people by sedating the balancing organs.
The pills can cause drowsiness and should be taken
with care. Some people find special wrist bands effective. There are also stick-on patches that can be
worn on the skin behind the ear, but these are obtained by doctor's prescription only.
You can often avoid seasickness by staying busy
and keeping your mind occupied by taking over the
helm or any other activity that will keep you above
decks. Look at the distant horizon rather than the
water close at hand. Take deep breaths and drink
plenty of water. The worst thing that a person can do
is go below decks with no land or horizon to look at.
Reading or staring at an object will assuredly bring
on the affects of seasickness.
If you are seasick and can't bear it anymore, lie
down on your back with your eyes closed. This will
greatly reduce the affects.
Bottom line - if your eyes see what your ears are
feeling, you will certainly have a better chance of
a great day sailing.
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Commander Doug recognized both P/C Tom
Chapman, SN and Gene Monroe, AP-IN with Lifesaver Certificates for their participation as instructors
for NRPS. Tom, past recipient of the District 5 Chapman award for Educational Excellence, is primary
instructor for our Navigation Courses (Junior Navigator and Navigator). Gene is an ABC instructor and
has taught our Engine Maintenance advanced class
and the VHF/DSC seminar.
Commander’s Article, Cont’d. from Pg. 1

A lot of “stuff” still happening this year and the
cruise season just wrapped up. I would like to thank
everyone who volunteered to be an Officer of the Day
for all the cruises we had this year. Without all the
fun we have in our squadron on those cruises, we
would be sunk and the majority of the fun comes
from our ODs and the cruises they plan. Start thinking about next spring and our new cruising season
and I ask that you consider volunteering to be an OD.
It is simple and fun and everyone who participates in
the function really appreciates all the work that goes
into putting on a weekend. I am sure there are some
great themes out there yet considered. I look forward
to the auction, the holiday open house and the
Change of Watch. I hope to see each and every one
of you at all the events coming soon. Have a safe
and happy holiday season.
The
sun
setting
on the
final
night
of our
final
cruise
of
2015!
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NRPS Annual Fundraising Auction
Our Annual Auction is scheduled
for 14 November at the American
Legion Hall on S. Church St, Smithfield, VA. Just up the hill going OUT
of town past Smithfield Station. It is
on the right side of the road, just
after the curve in the road.
We will be setting up the hall
starting at 1400 hrs Saturday. You
can bring items then but, IF POSSIBLE, get them over to Norman and
Mary Fishers before hand so we
know what to expect.
We'll gather starting at 1730 hrs, dinner at 1800 hrs and the always-exciting auction to follow.
In addition to the live auction, we will be holding a silent auction during the evening. If you have
something special that lends itself this way, bring it. If you know someone who has something that
would be appropriate, ask them to gift it to us. Contact Treasurer Lt/C Grace Brown, P, for a DONATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM that you can provide the donor for a record of the gift.
The cost of the evening for the meal is $15.00. There will be appropriate libations available for donations "at the bar" ... A nice home style dinner from our friends at Suffolk BBQ is on the menu: Pork
BBQ, Chicken BBQ, Mac and Cheese, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Kaiser Rolls and Iced Tea. Members
are asked to bring a dessert to finalize the excellent meal of the evening.
If you can help in setting up, serving at the bar or the food tables, working with the auction personnel,
contact Frank Brown at admin@nrpowersquadron.com and let him know.
XO Article, Cont’d. from pg. 2

To finish up the holiday season and put the perfect finish on another great year why not partake in:
31 December – Portsmouth will have the “Olde
Towne Scottish Walk” which is modeled after Scotland’s Hogmanay Festival. Townspeople wishing
everyone the best of luck and prosperity for the coming year. Bagpipes and drum music will be on Washington & Queen Sts. With a flag raising at High
Street Landing.
Or also on 31 December – Hampton will have a
New Year’s Eve Celebration from 2100 to 0030 on 1
January. A block party with the dropping of an oversized crab from the top of the Old Point National
Bank building at midnight.
So get out there and have a great time. Until next
month, Yours Truly ! L/Cdr Lin
“Being on a boat that’s
moving through the
water, it’s so clear.
Everything falls into
place in terms of what’s
important and what’s
not!”
-James Taylor
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
29 Oct.-1 Nov.

D5 Fall Educational Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel
Cherry Hill, NJ

14 November

NRPS Annual Auction &
Dinner
American Legion Hall
S. Church St.,
Smithfield, VA

(No General Meeting this month)
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2015 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt Bob Wallace, SN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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