
 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 

  Obviously the past few weeks have not been 
very conducive to boating activities….at least on the 
water.  Hopefully this crazy weather will come to an 
end by our next cruise to York River Yacht Haven on 
23 Oct.  Julie and I are planning a very scary and fun 
weekend for the 7 boats that will attend.  I would like 
to let you know there is plenty of time as of this print-
ing to make a reservation and bring your pride and 
joy for the last cruise of the year. So sign up for the 
EAT, DRINK AND BE SCARY cruise.  If you are a 
paying member of SUNTEX Marinas (Tidewater 
Yacht), you will receive a yacht club like discount at 
York River Yacht Haven.   

 SunTex has poured almost 1 million dollars in upgrading the facility over the last year PLUS a brand new 
restaurant called the York River Oyster Company.  A quick look at the menu will make your mouth water and I 
am defiantly looking forward to sampling a few of their items oh and there is a bar also.    
 I was recently talking to another squadron commander and he asked me what was happening in our 
squadron.  I was telling him about our final cruise and some of the details / events we are planning and how 
much fun it is going to be.  He asked how many boats would be attending the festivities and I told him we only 
have 7 on this cruise since many of our members have conflicting events that weekend.  After he listened to 
my answer, he kind of looked at me like I had two heads…..He then stated “I can’t believe you can get 7 
boats to a cruise”.  My response was “actually this is going to be the smallest boat attendance of our cruising 
season”.  He was shocked……I went on to say that we really have a difficult time finding new marinas that 
can fit all of our participants, sometimes upwards of 15 boats. 
 When I got home, I was thinking about that conversation with the commander and realized that I have had 
that very same conversation with many boating group members since I took the helm of Nansemond River 
Power Squadron.  All of them have the same reactions and questions……….How do you do it?  I realized that 
not all organizations are as blessed as ours. We have the best people with the best mix of fellowship, educa-
tion and safe boating.  Our group is both young & older and our membership continues to grow nearly every  
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month.  Some of our members joined because they 
encountered one of our cruises at a marina and saw 
how much fun everyone was having and how wel-
coming everyone was that they just could not resist 
joining our group.  This is why I truly enjoy NRPS 
and enjoy being the Commander.  It does not matter 
what you do, how much money you make or where 
you come from.  If you are good hearted and love 
boating, you fit right in.  I love it………. 
 Lastly, I would like to recognize a few members 
who recently certified First Aid and CPR for our 
FAST team.  Saturday, 26 September, members 
received their certification from the American Heart  
 

CDR article Continued on Page 7 
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   P/C Lin Hanbury, 
              AP 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hasn’t this September weather been great !  
Hope you-all have had the chance to be outside and 
enjoy these not-so-hot days &  pleasant evenings. 
This is a wonderful time of year to visit Annapolis 
and hit the boat show.  Don’t forget the sailboats are 
8 – 12 October and the power boats are 15 – 18 Oc-
tober.  In addition to the boat show, Annapolis is full 
of great places to eat and things to do. Give it a try ! 
 Here at home, you could try the Winefest at Wa-
terside on 17 & 18 October and the oyster roast at 
the Newport News City Center at Oyster Point on 23 
October. 
 A couple of other October events that may of in-
terest; 
 The Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race – 
This is a sailboat race from Baltimore, MD to Ports-
mouth, VA.  127 miles of schooner racing which ben-
efits the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  You know, 
schooners are really pretty sailboats and they will all 
be arriving in Portsmouth on 17 October.  You could 
be over at Waterside enjoying the Winefest as these 
vessels arrive.  It’s a two-fer !! 
 Also, on 15 – 18 October The Hampton City 
Docks will host the Hampton Snowbird Rendezvous.  
This is open to all cruisers from all over the Eastern 
Seaboard.  The event will feature educational semi-
nars, local bands, tours of local attractions, and food 
from Hampton’s finest restaurants. Dockage is only 
$1 p/ft.  So take the boat or just drive over for a few 
hours of something different. 
 November is full of neat stuff too !  But can you 
believe it, I’m talking Christmas events, were did the 
year go ?  Yep, I’m talking about Suffolk’s Grand Illu-
mination at Market Park on 20 November from 6 -9 
PM.  Ooops !  I mean 1800 to 2100.  Call 514-7267 
to get the full scoop. 
21 November – Norfolk’s 31st Grand Illumination.  
There is always a super parade.  This year the 
theme is “Musical Madness”.  It starts at 1900.  Now, 
for all you TYA guys, this is a really great sight from 
the Portsmouth waterfront.  You should make an 
evening of it, I’ll be there !! 
 27 – 29 November, Portsmouth opens their 
“Winter Wonderland” which will be at the Portsmouth 
Arts & Culture facility.  This will present the old Cole-
man Nursery displays.  Coleman’s was always a 
treat to visit and see all their animated displays.  This 
will be like stepping back in time. 
  

  As the Fall equinox passed, so did our next to 
last cruise of the season. Thanks to our ODs for Del-
taville, P/Cs Mary and Norman Fisher, APs. Most of 
us beat the weather to Doziers at Regatta Pointe 
(Mar-Sue “rocked and rolled in after an afternoon of 
fun on the Chesapeake) and we enjoyed a fun week-
end, extending our visit to Labor Day, thus allowing 
the winds and waves to calm considerably. 
 We end the cruising season the 23-25 October 
weekend with our Halloween Cruise to York River 
Yacht Haven. We’ve extended an invitation to Colo-
nial Sail and Power Squadron, since this is their 
“home port”. Hope to have a nice turnout for our Hal-
loween Party on the 24th. We currently have 6 boats 
signed up but the trip over the Coleman Bridge to 
Gloucester is a nice one and you can sign up to be 
with us on Saturday evening for the Halloween Con-
test.  
 We are in the process of working with the Youth 
of our area with our Youth Poster program. Materials 
have been distributed to Isle of Wight Academy, Suf-
folk Christian Academy and Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy. We’re also working with the proper proce-
dure to involve the Suffolk Public Schools. We will 
be receiving submissions up to 26 October then we’ll 
select our winners and take the winning posters to 
the D5 Fall Educational Conference, where the win-
ners there will be forward to the National Meeting 
after the New Year. 
 The annual Fundraising Auction is set for 14 Nov 
and will be held at the American Legion Post 46 
Building on Church Street in Smithfield (just up the 
hill from Smithfield Station.) We want to expand the 
auction to include donations from businesses in our 
service area so if you know someone you can ask 
for support, do so and let me know. I’m going to con-
tact every marina at the sites of our cruises this year 
to see if we can get some “slip slips” for a day or two 
at some of our favorite destinations. The meal will be 
as in the past; we ask that folks bring a dessert (and 
the recipe does not have to be one from our cook-
book.) This function will be our November meeting 
(so if anything needs to be addressed, it can VERY 
QUICKLY.) 
 We are looking for a January Daytripper to 
Wakefield to the NOAA facility and the Virginia Din-
er. We will get particulars out as soon as they are 
finalized. 
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With the 2015 summer gone, fall is time to plan 

our next ABC3 class.  I’m planning to change up the 

way we do our fall class hours of instruction by start-

ing the class on Saturday (0900 to 1400 hrs.) as nor-

mal, but change from the second Saturday to Mon-

day and Wednesday (1830 to 2030 hrs.) Looking at 

scheduling the fall class in early December; plan to 

post the dates later in October.    

 The First Aid for Boaters class was completed 
Saturday, 26 September, at Tidewater Yacht Marina. 
We had 7 take the class with Julie Fisher sitting in.  
We all enjoyed the class and agreed it was a good 
class to have.   A special thank you to Alan Karpas 
(Stf/C Alan I Karpas, JN, D5 Chr, First Aid/CPR 
Group) and his wife, Arlene,  for teaching the class. 
Students received an American Heart Association 

Course Completion Card in CPR & First Aid.  This 

certification card is accepted by the USPS® for any-

one needing certification for BOC and by the USCG 

for Captain’s License requirements.  It has a two-

year expiration date.   

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call 
or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or re-
quests for a class, I can be reached by email at 
hjsouth@outlook.com or phone at (757)580-6774. 

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR 2015 

Piloting - Date under review 
Instructor Development -Date under review 
Next ABC3 Class—Date under review 

            October Birthdays 
 

  P/C Tom Chapman, SN   4 October 
  P/C Ron Murphy, AP    7 October 
  Thomas Oliver      7 October 
  Kim Schulze, P      7 October 
  P/C Donnie Weaver, AP   8 October 
  Cheryl Hanbury      11 October 
  P/C Larry Rountree, AP   15 October 
  P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP  24 October 
  Richard Lemmon, AP    30 October 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

Photo’s from the NRPS 
First Aid for Boaters Class... 

Attending the class were: P/C Art Aikin, SN; Gail 
Aikin, S; Susan Faurot, S; Cdr Doug Fisher, S; Julie 
Fisher; Lt/C HJ South, S; Jack Leach, AP; and  Lt/C 
Frank Brown, AP-IN. 
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“All American Red, White & Blue Cruise” 

4-7 September, Dozier Maria, Deltaville VA 

A wonder-
ful All-

American 
3-day 

weekend 
awaited 

as NRPS 
made 

their way 
up to Del-
taville for 

Labor 
Day! 

Several boats cruised, several were all ready docked there, and several members drove up for the Red, White & Blue 
Cruise. OD’s P/C’s Mary and Norman Fisher, AP’s made us all feel welcome, first with a great Friday nite gathering, 
then cooking hot dogs and burgers on the grill (with all the fixin’s) for Saturday nite! Those who stayed over the extra 
day enjoyed a pizza & beer party Sunday nite. There were great “small boat” rides & a musical evening on the Mar Sue! 
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“All American Red, White & Blue Cruise” 

4-7 September, Dozier Marina, Deltaville VA 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

            

Let's assume that you are lucky and that the tide is 
rising and that the increased depths will be enough to 
float you free. Although you might get off sooner if an-
other vessel pulled, letting the tide float you off is less 
stressful on your hull and your crew. It may be neces-
sary to set out an anchor in the direction of the wind 
and waves to prevent the rising tide from carrying you 
further up on the shoal. 
 If you are less lucky, and the tide is falling, quickly 
assess the situation and the possibility of refloating 
the boat before the tide goes down further. If this is 
not possible, determine how far it will go down. Will 
the hull need cushioning and supports as it lays over 
on its side? While you wait for the tide or assistance, 
you might want to use the opportunity to inspect and 
clean your hull's bottom. (If you are quick on your feet 
you might even be able to convince others that that 
was why you went aground!) 

Getting Off 
 If you are only lightly stranded, you may be able to 
get off without assistance. First, determine where 
deeper water lies, this may or may not be the direction 
from which you came. Then, try to reduce draft. In any 
type of craft, sail or power, you can empty water tanks 
if the supply isn't critical. 

 You might also place some heavy gear in a dinghy. 
On a sailboat, you can try reducing draft by taking a 
halyard out to one side, attaching it to an anchor or 
another boat, and pulling. Yet another maneuver is to 
put out an anchor in the direction in which you wish to 
move. If you have an anchor windlass or a sheet 
winch, use that to take in the line. This is called 
"kedging off." The anchor can be carried out by din-
ghy (with the line in the dinghy being paid out as it 
moves away from the vessel). If this isn't possible, the 
anchor can be supported on PFDs or buoyant cush-
ions and floated out to where it is to be set, the longer 
the scope, the better. If another boat is available to 
help you, run a line to that boat if it can pull in the de-
sired direction. Be very careful that the other boat 
does not become stranded in the same shallow water.  
 

Safety Officer Report Continued on Page 7 

Running Aground 
 

 Despite all efforts to stay off shoals, beaches, or 
rocks, groundings do happen. It is said that there are 
only three kinds of skippers, those who have run 
aground, those who will run aground, and those that 
have but won't admit it. It is important that every 
boater be prepared for such an event with 
knowledge of what to do and the equipment with 
which to do it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediate Actions 
 First, here is what you should not do when you 
run aground. Unless you are absolutely sure that it is 
a small shoal with deeper water ahead, do not apply 
power and try to push your way across, you will only 
put yourself harder aground. Do not immediately 
shift into reverse and increase engine power in an 
attempt to back off, you might suck up mud and/or 
bottom vegetation into the engine intake (watch for 
any signs of engine overheating), and you might fur-
ther damage the propellers. 
 Instead, take time to assess the situation. Is any 
water coming into the hull? Where exactly are you? 
How did you get there? Where might deeper water 
lie? What is the state of the tide? 
 If you have a dinghy in the water, or can launch 
one, use it to take soundings all around your boat. If 
you are in a rocky area, it is especially important not 
to attempt to refloat the craft immediately. First, 
check for any hull damage. The rocks you are on 
might be the only thing keeping your boat afloat! If 
the damage is considerable, set out an anchor or 
two to keep you in place for the time being. Even if 
you don't need any immediate assistance, you 
should radio the Coast Guard or other local authori-
ty. Advise them of your situation and your intended 
actions. 
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WELCOME TO THE  

EAT, DRINK AND BE SCARY CRUISE 
  

YORK RIVER YACHT HAVEN 
23-25 OCTOBER 2015 

WWW.YORKRIVERYACHTHAVEN.COM 
 

          FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 
ARRIVE AT YORK RIVER ON YOUR SCHEDULE 

1700 DOCKTAILS THROUGHOUT THE EVENING. WITCHES BREW WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL WHO DARE.     
DINNER ON YOUR OWN (RECOMMEND YORK RIVER OYSTER COMPANY ON SITE) 

SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 
0930 BLOOD THIRSTY MARYS AND BLOOD ORANGE MIMOSAS ON THE PIER 
1030 BRUNCH AT YORK RIVER OYSTER COMPANY  
1300 PUMPKIN CARVING (BRING YOUR OWN GOURD).  USE YOUR IMAGINATION, DON’T FORGET TO BRING 

YOUR CARVING KNIFE 
SCARIFY YOUR VESSEL THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON 
JUST BEFORE DINNER, RETREAT TO YOUR BARGE TO DRESS FOR DINNER IN YOUR HALLOWEEN BEST  

1800 MONSTER MASH DINNER ON THE PIER (MAY BE INSIDE IF WEATHER 
IS GHOULISH).  BRING A CREEPY DISH TO PASS.  BE THERE IF YOU DARE 
SCARY STORY READING FOLLOWING DINNER 
DEATH CERTIFICATES (AWARDS) WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AFTER DINNER 
AT THE GRAVEYARD AWARD CEREMONY.  GOURDS, COSTUMES, BOATS 
AND DINNER CREATIVITY WILL ALL BE AWARDED. 

SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER    
SCARE WINDS 

 

Safety Officer Report Cont’d from Pg. 6 
 

It may be necessary for the other boat to put out an 
anchor to  keep her clear. Be sure that both boats 
have deck fittings that can withstand the strain of the 
pull. Typical recreational boats may not have such 
hardware. 
 If a pull is made, keep all persons away from the 
line and beyond the ends of the line in both direc-
tions. Various types of lines stretch to different de-
grees, but all stretch enough to act as slingshots if 
they break or if fittings pull out. Serious injury, or 
even death, are possible results of such failures. 
 Even if the other boat cannot pull to get you off, 
she may help by running back and forth and making 
as large a wake as possible. The waves formed in 
this wake may lift your boat enough to get her off. 
You should use this technique only where the bot-
tom is soft enough to cushion your underbody. A 
sandy bottom would probably be okay, but you don't 
want to be heaving up and down on rock. 
 I would encourage any boater to join one of the 
commercial towing organizations. However, you 
should check with other boaters in your area for rec-
ommendations as to which one to join. Ask what 
kind of service they have received from the compa-
ny. Trust me, they are not all created equal. 

CDR article, cont’d from Pg. 1 
 

Association.  After a very full and long day Lt/C HJ 
South, S; Susan Farout, S;  P/C Art Aiken, SN; Gail 
Aiken, S; Lt/c Frank Brown, AP-IN; Jack Leach, AP 
and myself passed and certified with flying colors. 
Our FAST team leader Julie Fisher observed the 
class as she has been certified for many years.  
These certifications not only increase our capabilities 
and safety on cruises and meetings but also has 
earned us a significant discount on the purchase of 
an AED (automated external defibrillator) for our 
squadron.  More to follow on that later.  Great job to 
everyone.  Thank you for spending an entire Satur-
day for the betterment of our squadron and signifi-
cantly increasing our ability to respond to medical 
emergencies while cruising.     
 See you at the General Meeting on 13 Oct at 1830 
at Georges Steak House.  Please see the flyer for the 
next cruise, “EAT, DRINK and be SCARY”  in this 
edition of the Nansemond Light.    
 

“If a man must be obsessed by something, I suppose 
a boat is as good as anything, perhaps a bit better 

than most. A small sailing craft is not only beautiful, it 
is seductive & full of strange promise & the hint of 

trouble.”         ― E.B. White         

http://WWW.YORKRIVERYACHTHAVEN.COM
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/988142.E_B_White
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

13 October      General Meeting 
         George’s Steakhouse 
         Suffolk, VA 
 

23-25 October     “Eat, Drink & Be Scary” Cruise 
         York River Yacht Haven 
         Yorktown, VA 
 

29 Oct.-1 Nov.     D5 Fall Conference 
         Crowne Plaza Hotel 
         Cherry Hill, NJ 
 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


