
 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 

   We are well into the heat of the summer and 
the boating season. I hope everyone has enjoyed this 
year’s cruises as they all have been fantastic........in 
my humble opinion . 
 Speaking of cruises….the Pigs in Paradise cruise 
to Smithfield Station was as good as it gets. We had 
9 boats in attendance and 4 couples plus one that 
attended all the follies. 6 regular boats were not pre-
sent but most couples were. I point this out to let you 
know that NRPS can get 15 boats to an event any 
time. I am not aware of any other squadron that can 
regularly draw 15 boats. Seems like we are doing 
something right. I must say, Julie and I really enjoy  

this group of boaters and all the fun and fellowship it provides. A big thanks to Lt/C HJ South, S and Mary 
South along with Lt Butch Baxter, P and Debbie Baxter for such an enjoyable weekend.  
 I am writing this article while on vacation with limited WIFI so I will keep it short this month.  
 As proof of our membership, we have a thriving and enjoyable group with potential new members every 
week. I would remind everyone that when attending a cruise please ensure you display the NRPS pennant 
and the Power Squadron Ensign from your boat. The display creates unity and promotes our organization. 
Don't forget to wear your Power Squadron shirts and gear and not just at our events. Out to dinner or grocery 
shopping with our logo creates interest and sparks up conversation.  
 A few upcoming events not to be missed.  The CPR / first aid course is fast approaching (more info in the 
Education Officer’s Report), and the cruise to Doziers in Deltaville is in a week.  
 Lastly, the cruise to York River in October will not only be the last of the season, it will also be a scary one 

with a Halloween theme. For planning purposes there 
will be a judged costume contest Saturday evening as 
well as best decorated boat. So as those decorations 
start coming out at big Lots.....be on the look out.  
 

 Have a great time in Deltaville! 
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 Here we are on the shores of the Thousand Is-
lands NY, a dream cruise for me some day. See you 
at the next general meeting at George's steakhouse 
on the 8th of September!  
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   P/C Lin Hanbury, 
              AP 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Man, this has been a busy summer ! It seems to fly by 
so fast when you are having this much fun.  But it is going 
to start winding down, before long the nights will be a little 
longer and cooler.  This may be a great time to start think-
ing about that new boat.  Why not ?? 
 

 Well if you agree, you should check out the Annapolis 
Boat show this year.  Sailboats will be displayed 8 Octo-

ber to 12 Octo-
ber.  Powerboats 
will be 15 Octo-
ber to 18 Octo-
ber.  Cheryl and I 
have done this 
before and it real-
ly does make a 
great Fall week-
end and you get 
to board and in-
spect the latest 
and greatest the 

boating industry has to offer.  So grab your check book 
and make Christmas early this year. 
 

 A little closer to home, there are a lot of local fest going 
on.  Of course it all has food in it and I know how we all 
like an eating event. 
 

 26 September at Waterside – “RIBTOBERFEST” – 
Open to the public from 1200 to 2000 hrs, there will be 
award winning Bar B Q Chefs, craft beers, & live enter-
tainment. 
 17 October – 18 October, also at Waterside is the “28th 
Annual Wine Fest” – Here local wineries will have their 
pride and joy available along with entertainment.  General 
admission is $25. On Saturday and $20 on Sunday.  
There will also be more expensive tickets available for 
wine tasting, reserved seating, reserved tables, and spe-
cial boaters packages.  You may want to take the boat or 
call a cab for this one! 
 Now if you like oysters, Newport News will be having 
an “Oyster Roast” on 23 October from 1700 to 2200 hrs at 
the City Center at Oyster Point.  This will offer the Chesa-
peake Bay’s seafood favorites and live music from Am-
mon’s All Stars and The Tiki Band.  Of course adult bever-
ages will be available.  Free kid crafts and an oyster shell 
scavenger hunt. 
 

 You know, the fall is a great time to go boating. The 
leaves are starting to turn and it isn’t so dang hot. So plan 
a trip to waterside for one of their events or just go for a 
boat ride. By the way, if you need some help bringing that 
new boat home from Annapolis, I’m sure one of our 
Squadron members will be available. Until then, yours 
truly, Lt/C Lin! 

 Lots of activity for the Nansemond River Power 
Squadron, with more to come as we come to the end of 
the summer. Thanks to Mary and Lt/C HJ South S and Lt 
Butch P and Debbie Baxter for a wonderful cruise to 
Smithfield Station. The theme of “Pigs in Paradise” was 
carried out wonderfully and fun was had by members and 
families alike. We had 9 boats there (nice to see Sweet 
Virginia on the water again and Mar Sue attracted a lot of 
attention.) Now on to Deltaville for our Labor Day 
“Americana” weekend on the 4-7 September weekend. 
We end the cruising season the 23-25 October weekend 
with our Halloween Cruise to York River Yacht Haven. 
We’ve extended an invitation to Colonial Sail and Power 
Squadron, since this is their “home port”. Hope to have a 
nice turnout for our Halloween Party on the 24th. 
 Our First Aid Support Team (FAST) is about to get 
started as we have our CPR/First Aid Class on 26 Sep at 
the Tidewater Marina. See notes from SEO HJ. We are 
pleased to be providing this program to make our NRPS 
activities even safer. 
 With the return to school for the youth, we will be of-
fering the Youth Poster program again to students at 
schools in our service area. See the description else-
where in the Nansemond Light and we will have the con-
testants’ work brought to our October meeting for judging. 
Then we will submit our winners to the D5 competition to 
be held at the Educational Fall Conference the end of Oc-
tober. 
 It is not too soon to start gathering your goodies for 
our annual Fundraising Auction, set for 13 Nov. We are 
still looking for a site (one that has a working bathroom!!) 
so if you have any suggestions, please let me know right 
away. Most other aspects will be the same as the past. 
Main dish provided, desserts requested from the excellent 
chefs of the Squadron. 
 Finally, thanks to Lt Betty Sue Burris P and Gene 
Presson P for getting us “out to the ballpark” one more 
time. The Tides did not win but those of us there enjoyed 
the game (even the foul ball that passed “right over 
Lance’s head” at high speed.) He talked about that and 
the home run well into the night. Next Daytripper will be a 
jaunt to Wakefield to the NOAA facility and the Virginia 
Diner. We will get particulars out as soon as they are final-
ized. 
 I know I speak for all when I say “Welcome Back 
MURPH!!!” … we were so pleased to see you at our Au-
gust meeting. Next general meeting is 8 September at 
George’s Steakhouse. Don’t forget to sign up for our up-
coming events!! You’ll be glad you did. 
 
 Here are some funny...and REAL...boat names… 
Feeling Nauti; She Got The House; Beeracuda; Passing 
Wind; Moor Often Than Knot;  Aquaholic; Marlin Monroe! 
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With summer coming to an end and fall approaching 

fast, it’s time to plan any classes you want to take in the 

off season.    

The First Aid for Boaters class is scheduled for Satur-

day 26 September 0800-1700 hours at Tidewater Yacht 

Marina in the classroom on D dock, 2nd deck.  We have 9 

signed up to take the class and room for more. Below are 

the details on the class:  

  CPR & First Aid for Boaters  The USPS® Safety 

Committee is pleased to offer a CPR and First Aid Course 

designed especially for boaters.  

 In conjunction with USPS , American Heart Associa-

tion Certified Instructors cover the following topics:   

 ∗ CPR for Adults and Children/with and without 

   face mask  

 ∗ Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Training  

 ∗ First Aid Basics  

 ∗ Medical Emergencies  

 ∗ Injury Emergencies  

 ∗ Environmental Emergencies 

 *Special Medical Concerns and Emergencies  

   for Boaters 

 Upon completion of the training, students will receive 

an American Heart Association Course Completion Card 

in CPR & First Aid.  This certification card is accepted by 

the USPS for anyone needing certification for BOC and 

by the USCG for Captain’s License requirements.  It has a 

two-year expiration date.  The cost of the class will be 

$95; we’re hoping for as many people as we can get but 

we need to know ASAP so we can finalize the list.  Anoth-

er e-mail is being sent out as final reminder. 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or 
send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a 
class or seminar.  I can be reached by email at 
hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR 2015 

 

CPR & First Aid for Boaters 
  Saturday 26 September 
Piloting - Date under review 
Instructor Development - Date under review 
Next ABC3 Class—Date under review 
 
D5 Fall Conference Educational Offerings 
 

 The D5 Fall Conference will be held 29 Oct.-1 Nov. at 
the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill NJ. 
 This conference, will be totally centered on our Educa-
tional programs.  Some of the new items to be presented 
in the sessions include Teaching Seminars, AIS seminar, 
Marketing Your Courses, Improving your Squadron’s 
Summer Cruise and Brainstorming: Effective Use of 
Teaching Aids. 

Registration information will be available soon. This is a 
fun time and opportunity to bring home to NRPS more and 
interesting Educational ideas. 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 
2015 Youth Poster Contest   

 

Theme:  When You Boat Be Ready To Float … Wear It 
 

Age Categories:   6-8, 9-11, 12-14 
 

Prizes:  1st place-$20, 2nd place-$15, 3rd place-$10 winners in each age group 
Winning Posters will be entered in the Boarman National USPS Youth Poster Contest 

where the applicant could win an additional $150, $100, or $75  
 

Deadline for Entries:  Oct 1, 2015 
 

Drop Entries off at Bennett’s Creek Pharmacy, attention: Rana Weaver 
 

Entry forms & contest rules available at:  

            Bennett’s Creek Pharmacy  or call Frank Brown 472-4178 

I’m from the IRS, and I’m here to audit you. Next time 
don’t name your boat ‘I Don’t Pay Taxes’” 
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“Pigs in Paradise” at Smithfield Station! 

14-16 August 2015, Smithfield, Virginia 

8 NRPS boats all in a neat row line the docks of Smithfield Station’s 
Marina from the restaurant to the lighthouse! Then Mar Sue came in 

making the total 9 
boats in all! 
We couldn’t have or-
dered up better weath-
er-pleasant sun-filled 
days and balmy nights 
with clear skies! The 
South’s and the Bax-
ter’s did an excellent 
job as Co-OD’s, espe-
cially coming up with 
the tent idea! Took 
care of any glaring 
sun! 
 

Dinner Friday night 
was at the station, 
where we took up half 
the room! Food was 
scrumptious-as usual! 

 
After dinner it was back to 
the dock and the boats! 
And as is our usual for one 
of our cruises, hearty souls 
stayed up late, socializing 
under the tent into the wee 
hours! 
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“Pigs in Paradise” at Smithfield Station! 

14-16 August 2015, Smithfield, Virginia 

Saturday morning dawn’s was a great hint of the day to come! Our Saturday morn-
ing brunch, always a favorite, featured the usual and the unusual-but all of it deli-
cious! And of course, the Mimosa’s and Lin’s signature Bloody Mary’s with skew-
ered shrimp and veggies! And special kudo’s go out to Cheryl Hanbury, who always 
seems to find the appropriate attire for every cruise-this time showing up in her pink 
piggy shirt! (see photo above left). Afternoon was on your own, then came time for 
docktails and dinner! From excellent barbecue to all the sides you could image, it 
was a worthy spread! 

After dinner came fun and games, where 
Debbie Baxter outdid herself with her 
creativity. Shown above are the 2 who 
won the “Pin the Tail on the Piggy” con-
test. Then there was the Pig Quiz...10 
piggy questions...thought provoking! 

Prizes were awarded, and then 
on to what we do best...the com-
radery shared by our members on 
the docks! 
 

Another fantastic cruise by 
Nansemond River Power Squad-
ron! Yay!!! 



            September Birthdays 
 

  Gail Aikin,, S        13 September 
  Lt/C Frank Brown AP-IN   15 September 
  Gene Monroe, AP-IN    23 September 
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Bridge Procedures 
from the Boating Safety Course, The Coastal Navigation Course 

 

 Traveling the inland waterways can be a pleasant expe-
rience but can also bring some special challenges espe-
cially for larger boats and sailboats. Dealing with draw 
bridges takes some knowledge of how the system works 
and knowing what you are looking for, especially at night.  

 Nautical charts only tell you 
that there is a bridge and what 
the horizontal clearance (width) 
and vertical clearance (height) 
are. The vertical clearance is 
the one you are probably going 
to be most concerned with, i.e. 
will you fit under the bridge or 
will you have to open it?  
 You should consult your 

chart for the note on heights; most will show minimum verti-
cal clearance at mean high water. That means if you are at 
the bridge at any time other than high tide, you should 
have more clearance than shown. (You'll be able to tell 
exactly when you get there.) You should, prior to planning 
a trip, consult the Coast Pilot or Cruising Guides for the 
area you will be traveling and make notes in your trip log 
concerning bridges including the name of the bridge, hours 
of operation, recommended 
method of contact, etc. 
 As you approach a bridge 
there are several thing that you 
should look for. You should 
check the right side of the 
bridge opening for the 
"clearance board". This will give 
you the minimum clearance, in 
feet, from the water level to the bridge structure. This will 
determine whether you can clear the bridge or will need to 
have it open. Speaking of opening a bridge, you should 
know the vertical height of your boat prior to getting to 
the bridge.  
 According to U.S. Coast Guard regulations, you may be 
subject to both criminal and civil penalties for causing an 
unnecessary bridge opening because of "any nonstructural 
vessel appurtenance which is not essential to navigation or 
which is easily lowered." In other words, if the only thing 
making you open the bridge is your VHF antenna or outrig-
gers, take them down. These same regulations also pro-
vide penalties for any bridge tender who "unnecessarily 
delays the opening of a drawbridge after the required sig-
nal has been given." Even if you can navigate under the 
bridge with plenty of clearance, always slow down and do 
so at idle speed. You can not see if another boater is on 
the other side, out of view, until the boat suddenly darts out 
into the bridge channel. 

 

 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

            

  Other things to look for as you approach the bridge 
is a blue sign with what looks like a telephone receiver 
with a lightning bolt through it. This will give you the radio 
frequencies that the bridge monitors (usually 16 and 13 or 
9). It is customary, at least in most areas, to contact the 
bridge tender by VHF radio to request an opening, how-
ever, there is a sound signal that can be used. To sound 
signal the bridge use one prolonged blast followed within 
3 seconds with one short blast. 
The bridge tender will 
acknowledge an OK with the 
same signal. If there is a problem 
in opening at that time the bridge 
tender will answer with a "NO" by 
sounding five short blasts. You 
acknowledge your understanding 
of the "NO" by responding with 
five short blasts. 
 Another piece of information 
on the bridge will be its name. If 
you didn't do your homework 
when you planned the trip you will need to know that 
name to call the bridge. It is not specific enough to just 
call out "bridge, bridge, bridge." On the bridge you will 
also find a white sign that shows the hours of operation 
and special operational procedures. You should note that 
some bridges open on demand year-round and some on-
ly open on demand during certain parts of the year. In 
areas like South Florida, where the population grows sig-
nificantly in the winter time, many bridges open only at 
certain times (like every half-hour) during the season. 
 You may also find regulatory signs on bridges with 
information on speed limits or other warnings. In many 
cases speed limits may change at a bridge so be careful 
to heed these regulatory signs. The bridge structure 
makes a great place to set up a marine speed trap. 
When approaching a bridge at night you will see three red 
lights in a triangular pattern. The two lower lights indicate 
the bridge opening just above water level and the center 
light hangs from the center of the bridge span. If you line 
up with the center light and keep the relative relationship 
of the lower lights equidistant on either side you can be 
assured that you are in the center. 
 While waiting for the bridge to open be aware of your 
position and make sure that current is not carrying you 
into the bridge Once the bridge is open proceed through 
with caution. Many times, if there is wind or current, you 
may find your steering affected. Keep a close eye out and 
try to anticipate any corrections that need to be made. Be 
sure to look out for other boats that may be waiting on the 
other side who also want to come through during the 
opening. Once clear of the bridge you may resume the 
permitted speed for the area.  
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“ALL AMERICAN 

RED, WHITE & BLUE CRUISE” 

4-6 September 

Dozier Marina, Deltaville VA 
 

Weekend Schedule 
 

Friday, 4 September 
1530 Cocktails and HeavyAppetizers on the Porch and Croquet on the lawn.  Please bring a dish to share 

 

Saturday, 5 September 
1000 Brunch on the Porch. Bloody Mary’s and Mimosa’s will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share. 

 

1500 Games, Food and Fun.  Hamburger and hotdog cookout with everything provided.  Just bring your-

self, your appetite and your competitive spirit.  Bocce, Ladder Ball, Lawn Darts and more. 
 

Sunday, 6 September 
1600 For those still hanging onto the weekend, we are asking each couple to throw $10 in the pot and we will 

have a pizza and beer party. 
 

Doziers Marina has graciously given us the use of their porch, tables and chairs.  If inclement weather 
occurs, we are able to use their meeting room inside.   

Please be sure to thank Jimmy Macke for taking such good care of use while we are there. 

News From Our August General Meeting... 

 Cheryl Hanbury was duly sworn in by Commander Doug 
as our new Squadron Secretary, and Lin Hanbury was then 
sworn in as our new Squadron Executive Officer. Their terms 
will run through the end of this district year. Thank you, Lin 
and Cheryl, for stepping up to the plate. Our Bridge is now 
complete! 

 It was so good to see P/C Ron Murphy, AP 
back at a meeting so soon after his stroke. Com-
mander Doug proudly presented him with his 
Life Savers certificate for the classes he has 
taught. 
 All in all, another good meeting of NRPS! 



 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

4-6 ( or 7!) September  General Meeting 
         Dozier Marina 
         Deltaville, VA 
 

8 September     General Meeting 
         George’s Steakhouse 
         Suffolk, VA 
 

8-18 September    Annapolis Boat Show 
         “Nation’s Oldest In-Water 
          Boat Shows” 
         Annapolis City Docks, MD 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


