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Come For the Boating Education...Stay For the Friends!

SM

*NOTICE*
This is a Special Announcement from your
NRPS 2016 Bridge

Cdr Norman
Fisher, AP

Doug Fisher, S has had to withdraw from the position of Commander for Nansemond River Power
Squadron. Your Bridge met in an emergency meeting to vote upon an Interim Commander to serve
the remainder of the squadron year. According to
our By-Laws, the position is to be filled by a Past
Commander. Past Commander Norman Fisher, AP
volunteered, was duly nominated and the vote of
the Bridge was unanimously in favor. Thank you,
Norman, for stepping up to fill this void!

“I am glad to accept the responsibilities as Commander, taking
over the rest of the year, for Nansemond River Power Squadron.
Doug Fisher, S had done an outstanding job thus far this year
and the calendar is complete through the end of the current term.
The best part is that we won’t have to change much…a Fisher is
replacing a Fisher! Next month I will have a nice, long article but
at the moment I am just trying to get a good handle on everything
that needs to be done for NRPS to ensure we end the 2016-2017
squadron year as well as we began it. Thank You Doug, for your
service to our members, as you filled in yourself for a second
term as Commander. You’ve left me with a big pair of shoes to
fill!

From the Bridge-An Idea for
Community Service…
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN reported that after
doing a VSC for the Isle of Wight Sheriff’s
Dept., he talked to them about conducting a
“mini” Flares for Life at Gatling Pointe Yacht
Club as a way to get rid of expired flares. There
are issues with handhelds, but flare guns would
work. P/C Mary Fisher, AP suggested large
cans for the handhelds would work, but we
would have to notify the fire dept. first. If you
have an interest in this idea, contact Frank!
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

As I mentioned last month, the safety committee is
a part of the XO’s department and, as such, I am the
recipient of emails from NASBLA (National Association of State Boating Law Administrators), bringing
current issues to light. Our Vessel Examiners are now
tasked with providing Safe Boating guidance to the
general area of paddlecraft, those non-motorized canoes, kayaks, standup paddleboards, rowboats and
inflatable rafts. According to NASBLA statistics, ten

years ago fatalities on canoes and kayaks made up 10 percent of fatal victims; in 2014, that number jumped
to 22 percent (165 fatal accidents). To learn more about this issue (especially what to share with family and
friends who boat in this fashion), go online and read U.S. Coast Guard Statistician Susan Weber’s article
“Paddle Safety” (http://sca.nasbla.org/2016/05/02/paddle-safely-approved/), written for Small Craft Advisory.
Interesting reading.
Our VSC program continues to be successful. Thanks to our Examiners, we have broken the 200 checks
level. Now on to our goal of 365.
There are many things happening in the Tidewater region during the summer. Simply go to your favorite
browser and type “Marine Events, Tidewater VA” and you can find things happening in Norfolk, Portsmouth,
Virginia Beach, and the Peninsula area too (Hampton, north and west.)
Grace & I will be representing NRPS at the District 5 Summer Council
meeting at Mears Point Marina, MD the weekend of 28-30 July. This annual
summer conference provides an opportunity for boating and water related
activities (Olympic-type events, Navigation Contest) plus a few training
sessions (the virtual fire extinguisher will be on site for practice without actually
having to “light up”.) The District 5 Fall Educational conference is coming up in
November. It will be hosted by Cambridge Sail and Power Squadron in
Cambridge, MD.

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Bob Wallace,
SN

Well, another cruise to remember has come and
gone. You can believe that those of us who made the
cruise will remember it for a very long time.
First of all it was so choppy in the harbor that I
could not imagine any one could get any sleep or just
hang around on their boat, even the piers were rolling
around. The waters outside the harbor were calm but
where the swells came from is any body's guess. I
watched SOUTHWIND rock and roll so bad on Satur-

day night that I thought the lines would part, can not imagine how Lt/C HJ South, S and his wife Mary stayed
on board. Thank goodness for the Budweiser and bourbon. Needless to say I will never recommend or tie
up inside the City Docks at Cape Charles again. The weather was quite nasty at times, rain, thunder and

lightning with a little bit of wind at times. We did have a double rainbow thou, which is pretty rare.
Several of us had our chance to become movie stars. P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP & his wife D/Lt
Sari, AP, from Maryland, filmed the USPS® Video Production. The weather was of some concern,
not so much the rain but the lightning. There were many delays because of the weather. This
was an all hands production. Originally we had 6 boats that were given assignments but by the time
it was completed almost all our members filled in as extras or active participates. Most memorable
to me was watching Cdr Norman star in the man overboard feature with Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP and
the crew of SOUTHWIND. Watching them drag him on board was a sight to behold. If any one
thinks this was easy, try it once. Oh by the way, there were several takes on this, after the initial
practice ones. Norman probably spend a couple of hours in the water and after being drug aboard
the boat several times he was glad it was over. Even our dogs were filmed with their PFD’s, they are
probably more photogenic then this little fat guy.

We had a great time at P/C Jack Eure, JN & Mary Ann Eure’s house. Great views of the water and surrounding area. Plenty of transportation from the pier to their place, you had the choice of riding by car or golf
Admin Article Continued on Page 7
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CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES
FOR 2016

Educational
Officer’s Report

Next ABC3 Class— None scheduled till Fall
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date TBD

Lt/C H.J. South, S

Nansemond River Power Squadron participated in the filming of the Boating Safety Training during the
Cape Charles cruise on Friday and Saturday (15-16 July). We had five boats involved during the two day filming along with quite a few members and even some guests. It was a very interesting process and we are excited to view the finished product. We enjoyed getting to spend time with Marty and Sari Lafferty. They have
made a huge commitment to this project, and we appreciate their hard work and dedication. The completed
safety videos will have a big impact on boating safety nationwide. It was an honor to be involved!
There is currently no training scheduled for August. When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or
send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a class or seminar. I can be reached by email at
hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 580-6774.

D5 Summer Rendezvous 2016 * Kent Narrows, MD
Frank &
Grace
Brown were
proud to
represent
NRPS at the
D5 Summer
Rendezvous at
Mears Point
Marina,
Kent
Narrows,
MD, 29-30
July, 2016.
Frank serves D5 as a District First Lt, in the role of Assistant Education Officer. In the absence of our Commander, Lt/C Grace, P proudly
(and in white this year, unlike last year’s denim!) represented our squadron in the official flag raising ceremonies. Fun and games, the district
council meeting, and culminating in a great barbeque awards banquet
Saturday took the edge of the intense heat & humidity. Storms threatened (especially the Navigation contest) but just a little rain fell! All in all
a wonderful weekend in a beautiful location!

United States Power Squadron
2016 Governing Board
August Birthdays
Margaret Mills
Brenda Wallace, JN
P/C Jack Eure, JN
P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP

August 2016

8 August
20 August
29 August
31 August

Pittsburgh, PA
Sunday, August 21 - Sunday, August 28, 2016
Sheraton at Station Square
300 West Station Square Drive
Hotel Reservations Telephone: 855-239-9480
For More Information, go to www.usps.org and log in!
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“Life is a Cabaret” Cruise & Boat Safety Videoing!
Cape Charles Town Harbor * 15-16July 2016
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“Life is a Cabaret” Cruise & Boat Safety Videoing!
Cape Charles Town Harbor * 15-17 July 2016

August
2016
April 2015

Page 5

Nansemond Light

Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Susan Faurot, S

Helicopter Operations

If you have a situation develop which requires
the use of a helicopter, there are several things you
need to keep in mind, some do’s and some don’ts.
Helicopters are only used for medical emergencies
of a life threatening nature, or to rescue people in
grave and imminent danger of loss of life. Seasickness does not qualify for a helicopter evacuation.

The air station has a flight surgeon on the staff who will have a strong input in to whether a medevac by
helo is warranted.
Weather, forecasted weather, severity of the problem,
availability of other means of rescue, location, and impending darkness are all considered before launching.
These decisions are made at the operations center, and
they rely on information available to the watch personnel.
Better information allows better decision making, so answer all of the questions that you can. It can become
very important to know the medical history of a person if
they pass out or cannot communicate with you. At risk of
seeming nosy, ask enough questions to get a good medical picture of the people on board. That is also a good
time to make sure they can swim.
The helo will call you on channel 16 VHF-FM and
switch you off to another channel if there is time. Be
aware that it will be extremely noisy when the helo gets
close, so discuss your situation with the aircrew before they make their approach. The pilot may ask you
for smoke if you have a smoke flare available. They may ask you to get underway slowly in an upwind direction, or to drift. That is the pilot’s option, just comply with instructions. Once the helo is close, you will
have to use hand signals and gestures to communicate on your boat. If the situation warrants, a rescue
swimmer will be deployed into the water alongside the boat. The swimmers are very capable, athletic people, who are also trained as EMTs. Do what they ask and let them do their jobs.
After the swimmer is deployed, the aircrew may throw a trail line to the boat. This is a nylon tape, typically ¾ inch wide with a two pound weight on the end. This trail line makes is easier to control the basket.
DO NOT TIE IT TO THE BOAT.
The pilot will lower the basket to the water and dip it before moving the basket to the boat. That is to
discharge accumulated static electricity into the water. After dipping the basket, the pilot will move the basket to the boat. DO NOT TIE IT TO THE BOAT.
The person to be evacuated may go in the basket if they are able, or the rescue swimmer may have a
litter sent down to evacuate the victim.
When you get lifted up to the helo, stay still in the basket and let the crew do their job. They will pull the
basket in to the cabin and lower it to the floor. Then, they will get you out of the basket.
During the approach of the helo, do not set off any flares unless directed to do so, and do not shine any
lights in an upward direction. US Coast Pilot has a good summation of helicopter operations in chapter two.
Good reading for a cold winter night when it is not critical.

Just an Idea...
We are always on the lookout for potential new members for our Squadron and straight from our National
website, here are some great “talking points” for use when conversing with potential members…
The United States Power Squadrons® is the world’s largest recreational boating organization with more
than 35,000 members. For more than 100 years, we have worked to make the water a safer place through
boating education, civic service and fellowship. With the United States Power Squadrons®, you can improve
your boating skills and knowledge online, in the classroom with certified instructors, or outdoors with handson training. By joining America’s premier boating organization, you can have fun with other boaters on the
water and on land!
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cart. The golf carts were exciting, especially when Norman drove one. As usual, we had plenty of great food
and comradery. It really was a wonderful time.
A little excitement for Lt Susan Faurot, S on the way back. She lost oil pressure by the coal piers and went
dead in the water. P/C Art Aikin, SN came to her rescue and towed her out of the channel were she was
picked up by Boat U.S. Don't know what happened yet. When I called her the next day she was on a sail boat
going some where and was not too concerned about the boat.
Our next cruise is York River 19-21 August, OD’s are my bride Brenda Wallace, JN and Grace Brown, P.
The theme is Hawaiian Luau, and it promises to be a good time. Below is the information. Please call York
River if you plan to attend this gala affair as there is another group coming in the day before us.

Hawaiian Luau…
Nansemond River Power Squadron Style!
York River Yacht Haven
19-21 August 2016
Come join us in all your flowered-shirt glory as we celebrate
the islands at our Hawaiian Luau Cruise! Leis will be provided for all and we will be providing exotic adult beverages!

Friday Evening: Docktail Party , 1800 hrs…

bring your favorite hors d’oeurves, beverages will be provided. Then enjoy dinner on your own.

Saturday Brunch on the Docks at 1000 hrs…

Bloody Marys and Mimosas provided, bring your favorite
brunching food!

Saturday Luau at 1800 hrs on the Dock…

Exotic beverages and island dishes abound...bring your favorite and we will provide some tasty island favorites!

Call Marina to make reservations:
(804) 642-2156

August 2016
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS 2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events
9 August

General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA

19-21 August

York River Cruise, York River Yacht Haven, VA

21-28 August

USPS Governing Board, Sheraton Pittsburg at
Station Square, Pittsburg PA

23-25 September Coinjock Cruise, Coinjock Marina, NC
28-30 October

Halloween Cruise, Tidewater Yacht & Marina
Portsmouth VA
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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