United States Power Squadrons®

Nansemond River Power Squadron

*

District 5

Proudly Celebrating 50 Years of Promoting Safety of the Water!

I hope you all made it through the snowmegadden
event ok. Watching all the weather on TV seems to
be the latest past time of everyone on the east coast.
So speaking of snow, just a quick reminder that when
snow accumulates on your boat it adds quite a bit of
weight topside which results in your boat sitting lower
in the water. If there is enough added weight it will
force your overboard drains and discharges at the
waterline to submerge. I have read many a story of
boats sinking because of snow acumination, so just a
Cdr Doug Fisher, S
reminder to check your boat and see how much the
snow had added to the gross tonnage of your vessel
and sweep some of the white stuff off if necessary.
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Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual meeting a couple of weeks ago. All our business was
conducted for the new / incoming bridge members as well as the members at large and others. All votes
were unanimous. Please see the section of the Nansemond Light for our incoming Officers.
Speaking of Nansemond Light…..for many consecutive times now (don’t know exactly but at 8) our newsletter has won the Distinctive Communicator Award. The comments from the grading committee were about
as good as one could get. In compliance with all the rules (which most newsletters graded were not), USPS
branding was just as it should be and it goes on. I think we can all agree that Lt/C Grace Brown, P does an
outstanding job putting together the Nansemond
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Lin Hanbury,
AP
Can you believe it, January is just about over and
we are well on our way to February. Man, how time
flies ! Before long the stores will be full of spring and
summer items and everyone will be planning that
first cruise or vacation.
My point is, you need to start working on your
boat now! from April 1 to June 1 seems like about 3
days and
you
will
never get
all
that
you have
planned
done.
Cruising
will be in
full swing
and you
won’t be
there.
Every
boatyard and mechanic will be booked and you can’t
find anyone to help you. So, let’s get going, this cold
weather is only in your mind ! (well, maybe it is a little cold)
Need some ideas on electronics or gear ? Need
a contact for engine or boat repair or maintenance ?
Let me suggest the two local boat shows:
January 29 – 31: The Virginia Beach Boat Show
– Virginia Beach Convention Center.
April 1 – 3: Hampton Boat show – Hampton
Roads Convention Center.
These shows are full of contacts and information.
Plus, what a great way to spend a cold or rainy day.
To change the subject a little, we have a change
of watch coming up in February and my job as XO
will be coming to an end. I want to thank everyone
for all the support! Nansemond River has established quite the reputation for the Squadron to be
with in our D5 district. That is because of each and
every one of us. Thank everyone for making this the
place to be.
A new year is starting and another year under the
command of an outstanding Commander. We are
going to have a great Bridge for 2016 and there is no
reason we shouldn’t obtain all of our goals.
Thank you, again!
Yours Truly ! L/Cdr Lin

Nansemond Light

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN
We are coming to the end of another exciting and
worthy year of fun and service. Our Change of
Watch is set for Saturday, 13 February at the
Nansemond River Golf Club. Social hour begins at
1800 hrs. We will be welcoming from District 5 our
inducting officer P/D/C Ralph Barnard AP and his
wife Nance. The highlight of the evening, in addition
to the induction ceremony, is the announcement of
the winners of the “George” award (biggest oops of
the year) and the George Morrison Memorial Award
for outstanding service to Nansemond River Power
Squadron. Reservation cut-off is Monday, 8 February. Forms were distributed to all members but if you
need information or to register over the phone, call
me at 757-472-4178.
For the first time since P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP
was serving as District Commander, NRPS will be
hosting, in conjunction with Virginia Beach Sail &
Power Squadron, a hospitality room at the D5 Spring
Conference. The conference dates are 31 Mar—3
April at the Princess Royale Hotel in Ocean City, MD
(see registration form elsewhere.) The theme for the
room will be “KNOT as hard as you think”. We will
display the 5 or 6 most common knots and have visitors compete against the clock to properly tie them. If
they do all knots correctly, they will receive a
“Certificate of Achievement”. All who do the knots
correctly will have their name placed in a hat and we
will select two who will receive an “award (to be determined”.) See page 5 for Conference Registration.

We need help in creating the boards to have
cleats, etc. (similar to what we use in our ABC3
class), help in setting up the room (just off the atrium
at the Princess Royale Hotel), help setting up a table
Admin Report Continued on Page 7
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Did You Know…

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C H.J. South, S

This month I’m looking forward to the end of cold
weather and based on the ice and snow we saw in
January, March needs to hurry up! With that in
mind, March will be our first ABC3 class for 2016.
The word went out on Saturday 24 January, and we
have currently signed up 5 folks for the 12 March
class.
If anyone has lost their Virginia Boating Safety
Card, here is some information for getting a replacement card. The web site, www.ilostmycard.com, is
easy to use. All you need to do the search is: where
you were certified, course taken, your name, and
birth date. With this info, the site checks the State
records and you can order a replacement card.
Just another reminder - please share with all your
boating friends - beginning this year, all motorboat
operators, regardless of age, shall meet the state
requirements by 1 July, 2016 (see November’s issue
of The Nansemond Light for the complete list!)
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call
or send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a class or seminar. I can be reached by
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774.

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2016
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date under review
Next ABC3 Class—Will be held in March,
Suffolk Fire Station #5, Bridge Rd., Suffolk
Day 1 Saturday, 12 March
0900 to 1400 hrs.
Day 2 Monday, 14 March
1800 to 2100 hrs.
Day 3 Wednesday, 16 March
1800 to 2100 hrs.

Nansemond Light
Receives Recognition!
As your editor, it gives me tremendous pleasure
to report that The Nansemond Light publication of
the Nansemond River Power Squadron was selected
to receive the 2015 Distinctive Communicator Newsletter Award for 2015. our squadron has received this
designation for at least 8 consecutive years and are
proud to have received it again. I received this wonderful news from Stf/C Wane Lambert, AP who is the
D5 Newsletter Advisor, National Communication
Committee for the United States Power Squadron.
He also stated that “I am happy to be able to state
that the changes made to the masthead of your newsletter this past year
do reflect the requirements of the current Marketing Brands standards”
thus we met the criteria for the future!
Yay, NRPS! I couldn't do it without
you, the members and The Bridge!

February Birthdays
Dennis Drake, S
19 February
P/C Tom Andrews, P
23 February
Janet Horn, AP
24 February

Ocean’s Advice…
Let your cares dri8t away, seas every opportunity,
adapt to changing tides, surf life’s rough waves, harbor strength & persevere, don’t be a shellfish, bet on
a shore thing!
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...That you can go to
www.usps.org/national/natsec/
stormcentral.html and …..”This
page is provided as a means to
share information during a
storm, natural disaster, or any
emergency. If such a situation
exists, USPS® members may
post any information which they feel would be of value to others involved or affected by the event or to
indicate the type of assistance which could be used.”
You can even post a message right on the page.
There is also a link right to NOAA and a Storm Center Blog as well. Good to know as we are getting
ready for the 2016 boating season!
Such a wealth of information at your fingertips,
right on our National USPS® site! Check it out, you’ll
be glad you did!

“I finally snapped,” the man said. “Last night while I
was going over the bills, I discovered how much money
my wife squanders and I hit the roof.” “What did you do?”
asked his friend. “I stormed into the bedroom and
gave her a lecture on economy and thrift.” “Did it
help?” “I’ll say. Tomorrow we’re selling my boat and sailing equipment.”
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2016-2017 NRPS Bridge
Meet Our Newly Elected Squadron Officers, and Committee Members
Executive Officer

Lt Commander
Frank Brown. AP-IN
Commander

Doug
Fisher, S

Administrative Officer

Lt Commander
Bob Wallace, SN

Educational Officer

Lt Commander
H. J. South, S

Secretary

Treasurer

Lt Commander
Grace Brown, P

Lt Commander
Mary Fisher, AP

Safety Officer

Lt Susan Faurot, S

Committees for 2016/2017:
*Nominating Committee: Julie Fisher
(Chair), P/C Matt Schulz, P and P/C Rana
Weaver, AP
*Rules Committee: P/C Matt Schulz, P. P/C
Lin Hanbury, AP, P.C Art Aikin, JN
Member-At
Large

Member-At
Large

Member-At
Large

Lt Butch
Baxter, P

Lt Gene
Monroe,
AP-IN

Lt Mary
South

Nansemond Light

*Audit Committee: Cheryl Hanbury (Chair),
Gail Aikin, S
*Public Relations Chair: P/C Donnie
Weaver, AP
*VSC Chair: P/C Larry Rountree, AP

Page 4

February 2016

February
April 20152016

Page 5

Nansemond Light

Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Bob Wallace, SN
Through-hull Fittings
Every through-hull fitting in your boat is a potential hole that could sink you in a matter of
minutes. Although they are out of sight and, at times,
difficult to get at, through-hulls need careful routine
checking, at minimum every three months. Many
through-hulls such as engine-cooling intakes and
sink or cockpit drains, tend to be left open continuously and the valves may stick in the open position.
You should operate the valve by turning it on and off
to make sure that when an attached hose fails you
can stop the water flow.

As an additional precaution you should get wooden bungs (tapered soft wooden plugs) for each
through-hull in your boat. (You can get them at most
Marine Supply stores.) Make sure that they are the
proper diameter to fit in the through-hull. Once you
get them back to your boat, don’t just throw them in
a drawer. Take each appropriate size to the throughhull it fits, drill a hole in the larger end and thread a
string or monofilament line through and tie it to the
through-hull fitting. When the inevitable happens you
won’t have to go looking for the bung. Just reach
down, put the tapered end in the hole, and press
down until tight and the leak has stopped.
Remember, a two inch hole just a few feet below
the waterline can sink a 30’ boat in just a few
minutes.

Commander’s Report, Cont’d. from Pg. 1

proaching at the end of January and you have opportunities to either work the booth with Virginia Beach
Power Squadron or just browse around the nice new
potential holes in the water that you pour money into
and dream a bit. For February a reminder there is no
General Meeting at Georges due to the Change of
Watch which takes place on 13 Feb at the
Nansemond River Golf Club. If you have not signed
up, the dead line is fast approaching and be sure to
contact the Admin Officer and Treasurer for a reservation as soon as possible. Then in March is the
Spring Conference at the Princess Royal Hotel in
Ocean City Md. NRPS along with Virginia Beach PS
will be hosting a hospitality suit this year. Dates are
1 – 3 April (Friday thru Sunday). I am sure it is going
to be a great time, we already have 10 people signed
up so consider driving up and enjoying some fun and
comradery with your fellow squadron members as
well as the District.
So we are off to a great New Year. I hope to see
all of you at the Change of Watch on 13 Feb. As the
outgoing Commander I would like to thank everyone
who volunteered, participated, sat around, manned a
booth, attended a conference or any other thing that
has made our organization more solid, stronger,
more educated, the public more educated and safe,
increased in membership and a whole slew of things
of which I am forgetting. Thank you……..Nansemond
River Power Squadron is one heck of an organization. Julie and I really enjoy it and all of you. What
makes an organization so great….well it starts with
the people and we seem to have all the “Right Stuff”.
I look forward to all the new adventures during this
upcoming year and boating season. Thank you all
for another great year. Here’s to you!!!!

“Every winter he just sits in his boat and sobs. I think
it’s time we move to a place that’s warm all year
round!”

Nansemond Light
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5 THINGS TO DO WHILE WAITING ON BOAT REPAIRS…..
As someone who had their boat in for repairs MULTIPLE times this past year,
I saw this and HAD to share. For those of you who don’t subscribe, this is reprinted from BOATING magazine, February 2015. There are more items of humor and interest on their website-www.boatingmag.com

2014-2105 Boating Information
from Richmond
From our friends at the Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries, totals from the past
two years reflect that our safety classes are, overall, helping. While we do have 1 more injuries and
2 more incidents reported , fatalities are down by
39%. That is good news.
2014
2015
61
Incidents
79
38
Injuries
39
16
Fatalities
10

Also, Delegate Richard P. Bell, House District
20 (Staunton, VA) has introduced a bill to the 2016
Session that would “require a person to be at least
14 years of age and to successfully complete a
boating safety education course in order to operate
a motorboat of 10 horsepower or greater. The bill
also requires a person to have in his possession,
while operating a motorboat, proof that he successfully completed a boating safety education course.”

February 2016

Admin Officer’s Report, Cont’d from Pg 2

of refreshments, help in providing the refreshments
(we don’t need to provide so much that a guest “Ties
One On”) and folks to help in the judging and visiting
with the D5 Power Squadron Members.
If you are coming to Ocean City and can help,
please contact me so we can share the effort. This
should be a lot of fun!!
Put the dates 6-7 May on your calendar too. We
are serving as Hosts for the D5 Coop Charting Training session set for the NOAA Center in Norfolk. We
are arranging for hotel accommodations and we
need to serve as hosts for those coming for the training. Friday evening will be piazza and drinks, Saturday help with distributing the box lunches and, after
dinner Saturday, again hosted a social time at the
hotel. If you can help, again contact me at 757-4724178.
There is no general meeting in February, replaced by the Change of Watch. Our next meeting at
George’s will be 8 March. See you all at the Change
of Watch.
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
9 February

General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse
Holland Road, Suffolk, VA

14-21 February

USPS® Annual Meeting
Rosen Center
Orlando FL

31 March-3 April

D5 Spring Conference
Princess Royale Hotel
Ocean City MD
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer

Nansemond Light

Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt Bob Wallace, SN

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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