
Just a day after our Annual Holiday Party, 
I am sitting down to write this article for 

Nansemond Light January 2016. Whew the time has 
flown by so I would like to reflect a bit on our past 
year.  Beginning with the Change of Watch in March. 
I was lucky enough to be elected Commander for 
2015, of our great organization.  Many of us attended 
the Spring Conference in Ocean City which was really 
good way to start out our boating season by taking 
many top awards. Followed by the Commander Re-
ception at our home, a good time was had by all. 
 Our first cruise of the year was Cinco de Mayo the 
beginning of May to Blue Water Marina in Hampton. 

 Although the small craft advisor did slow us down a day, we rallied on Saturday to celebrate Cinco de 
Mayo and a Run for the Roses. Our OD’s Cheryl & Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP along with Susan Farout, S put on a 
great break in event for 9 boats and about 30 people. Great job.  
 In June we ventured to Tidewater Yacht for Harbor Fest and the 24 Carrot Bling Cruise. Lt/C Frank Brown, 
AP-IN & Grace Brown, P and Lt Bob Wallace, SN & Brenda Wallace, JN really put on a great weekend event 
by honoring National Fruit and Vegetable month. Although there were some stormy moments, the rain did not 
dampen our spirits with about 20 of us in attendance along with 8 boats. Awesome. Additionally, the Educa-
tion Officer put on a Partners in Command Seminar at Tidewater Yacht with 8 in attendance. Thanks to P/C 
Art Aikin, SN for conducted the instruction. 
 Next up for July we ventured out of our normal southern bay cruising area to go down the intra-coastal wa-
ter way to Coinjock NC for the Christmas in July event. What a fantastic trip this was although a few had a 
visit by the boat gremlins, all boats arrived safely and everyone had an over the top weekend, I think there 
were 8 boats and 22 people all together. Although the weather was very hot (weird for July in Virginia or NC) 
the OD’s Art & Gail Aikin, S put it all together, set up a couple of tents and kept everyone hydrated.   
 In August was our cruise to Smithfield station, I think the largest cruise of the year as every boat in the 
Smithfield Station basin belonged to NRPS, 10 altogether.  What a great site, including Mar-Sue. First time 
OD’s Mary & Lt/C HJ South, S  and Debbie & Lt Butch Baxter, P really went all out with the Pigs in Paradise  
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themed event with plenty of pulled pork, fun and 
games for the kids and the tent to shade everyone 
from the August sun.   Also, thanks to Betty Sue 
Burris, P and Gene Presson, P for a trip to the Tides 
ball park was enjoyed by many of our members.  
 September brought us to another new cruise 
destination brought to you by P/C’s Norman, AP & 
Mary Fisher, AP  The Red, White and Blue cruise to 
Dozier’s at Regatta point to enjoy a long Labor Day 
weekend. True Americana with hot dogs burgers 
and beans along with rocking on the porch, boat 
rides and picnics.  Also in September, 7 of our 
FAST team members became certified in CPR and 
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Lin Hanbury, 
              AP 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

            January Birthdays 
 

  P/C Mark Presson, P   9 January 
  Debbie Baxter     12 January 
  Lt Susan Faurot, S    15 January 
  Gene Presson, P    21 January 
  Lt Butch Baxter, P    29 January 
 

And Congratulations to Mary and Norman Fisher 
on becoming “expecting Grandparents”!! 

  
 Well I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday !  

Between Thanksgiving, Christmas, & New Years I’m 

sure the new year’s resolutions include losing a few 

pounds, at least mine do.  I bet that somewhere dur-

ing the holidays there was some thought about what 

needs to be done to the boat before spring.  So, go 

ahead and get those decorations put up and then it 

is time to set down and start working on the boat list.  

After all, boating season could be just 90 days away. 

 You need some ideas?  Maybe new electronics or 
other gear?  Or, just need to do some maintenance?  
Here are some things that may help your thinking 
process: 
 29-31 January – The Mid Atlantic (Virginia Beach)
Sports and Boat Show – Virginia Beach Convention 
Center. Virginia Beach Power Squadron will have a 
booth and have asked for volunteers from our 
Squadron-call Frank Brown to sign up! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-3 April – Hampton Boat Show – Hampton Roads 
Convention Center. 
 If you need some work done or need materials or 
supplies, please remember our sponsors from this 
the auction: Virginia Boat & Yacht and West Marine 
Also, in planning your cruise schedule for 2016, 
please remember our marina sponsors: Coinjock 
Marina, Tidewater Yacht Center, Doziers Regatta 
Point, and Smithfield Station. 
 Also, if you enjoy a good movie and a meal, the 
movie “Star Wars; The Force Awakens” is playing at 
the Commodore Theatre in Portsmouth from 17 De-
cember 2015 thru 7 January 2016. 
 Other than that, stay warm and healthy during the 
winter months.  Hopefully the winter weather this 
year will be as kind as December has been. 
Yours Truly!  Lt/C Lin  

  

  
 I join Commander Doug in thanking everyone for 

a wonderful 2015. Lots of activities supporting the 

mission of NRPS. What will our immediate future 

hold for us? Even more opportunity for education, 

community involvement and FUN. 

 Our annual meeting is 12 January at George’s 

Steakhouse. The business of the evening is the elec-

tion of officers for the next year. Do not miss this 

most important meeting. 

 Next on the schedule is the Change of Watch, set 

for 13 February. We again will be at the Nansemond 

River Golf Course. Gather time is 1800 hrs. Reser-

vation forms will be mailed to everyone as pre-

registration will be required. P/D/C Ralph Bernard 

AP and his wife Nance, AP will be with us again as 

installing officer. 

 Another new opportunity then comes along. The 

D5 Spring Conference is 1-2 April 2016 in Ocean 

City, MD. In conjunction with Virginia Beach Sail & 

Power, we are going to host a Friday night room, 

with a KNOT-TYING theme. Several tying posts will 

be used, and we will judge speed and correctness 

for 4 or 5 common knots. If you are planning to come 

to the conference, your support is needed (to judge, 

to welcome folks, to serve refreshments.) This is, I 

believe, the first time we will host a room. A great 

way to share the NRPS story and to meet all of your 

fellow Power Squadron members from D5. 
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 Looking forward to the cold weather in January so 
we know we’re closer to spring and the start of the 
2016 boating season.  With the December ABC 
class canceled due to lack of students signing up, I 
still had a few show up at the fire station to take our 
class.   With that in mind, I need to get the word out 
so that the upcoming class knows they need to sign 
up on line or call.  That way, we can have the class 
roll set and the training material ready. 
 Just another reminder - please share with all your 
boating friends - beginning next year, all motorboat 
operators, regardless of age, shall meet the state 
requirements by 1 July, 2016 (see November’s issue 
of The Nansemond Light for the complete 
list!)  When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, 
call or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or 
requests for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by 
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 
580-6774. 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2016 
 

Piloting - Date under review 
Instructor Development - Date under review 
Next ABC3 Class—Planning to hold in March, 

   location pending 
  Day 1   Saturday,  12 March 
   0900 to 1400 hrs. 
  Day 2  Monday, 14 March 
   1800 to 2100 hrs. 
  Day 3  Wednesday, 16 March 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

Nominations for the 2016-2017 Bridge 
 

Commander 
Douglas Fisher, S 

 

Executive Officer 
Frank Brown, AP-IN 

 

Educational Officer          Administrative Officer 
H. J. South, S                 Robert Wallace, SN 

 

 Secretary     Grace Brown, P 
 Treasurer     Mary Fisher, AP 
 

Members-at-Large 
Butch Baxter, P 

Gene Monroe, AP-IN 
Mary South 

 

Nominating Committee: Julie Fisher (Chair), P/C
 Matt Schulz, P and P/C Rana Weaver, AP 
 

Rules Committee: P/C Matt Schulz, P. P/C Lin 
 Hanbury, AP, P.C Art Aikin, JN 
 

Audit Committee: Cheryl Hanbury (Chair), Gail Aikin,
 S, Vacancy 
   

Just a reminder...We will be electing these positions 
at the January General Squadron meeting so please 
make plans to attend, so that we will have a quorum 
for voting. 

Frank Brown, D5 
Assistant Educa-
tional Officer, 
recently attended 
the Elizabeth 
River Power 
Squadron’s 
Christmas in Vir-
ginia Beach din-
ner and had the 
opportunity to 
present Carter 
B.S. Furr, AP 
with a 50 Year 
Certificate! 

Some Boating Funnies… 
 

“I finally snapped,” the man said. “Last night while I was 
going over the bills, I discovered how much money 
my wife squanders and I hit the roof.” “What did you do?” 
asked his friend. “I stormed into the bedroom and 
gave her a lecture on economy and thrift.” “Did it 
help?” “I’ll say. Tomorrow we’re selling my boat and sailing 
equipment.” 
 

Q: How many boaters does it take to change a lightbulb? 
A: None, because the right size bulb isn’t on board, the 
local marine-supply store doesn’t carry that brand, and the 
mail-order house has them on back-order. 
 

A very nervous first time crew member says to the skip-
per, “Do boats like this sink very often?” “Not too often,” 
replied the skipper. “Usually it’s only the once.” 

“No wonder why our computer is so slow. You have 
17,987,623 photos of your boat on it!” 
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2015 Ugly Sweater Christmas Party 

19 December, The Commander’s Home in Suffolk 
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2015 Ugly Sweater Christmas Party! 

19 December, The Commander’s Home in Suffolk 

 

 With their home beautifully decorated, the Fisher’s welcomed all in for our annu-
al party, and what a fabulous one it was... the food spectacular and the sweaters 
truly unique! It was wonderful to see so many of our members in attendance-no 
mean feat during the holiday rush of parties! From spiral ham to barbeque butt, 
from mac & cheese to corn pudding, and onto a wicked fruit & rum punch...once 
again the spread was up to NRPS standards! Then came the awards...Best Couple
-Santa & Mrs. Claus (Evelyn and P/C Gary Kirts, AP); Most Creative Couple-Mary 
& Lt HJ South, S; Most Ugly Sweater-Kim Schulze, P; and Best Overall Sweater-
Brenda Wallace, JN. And what tasty awards were given! Then Commander Doug 
“officially” presented the Toys for Tots “gifts” that everyone brought, to Santa and 
Mrs. Claus for distribution. A Merry Time was had by all who attended! 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

            

and thereby avoid the possibility of the victim dragging the 
rescuer into the water. Hockey sticks, ropes, tree branch-
es, ladders, belts, and so forth are all suited to this pur-
pose. A water cooler with a line attached makes an excel-
lent buoyant and rescue aid.  
 A flat-bottomed boat, canoe or kayak also serves as 

excellent means to 
effect an ice rescue. 
These craft can easi-
ly be slid along the 
ice until contact is 
made with the victim. 
If the ice breaks un-

der the boat or rescuers, they have a good rescue plat-
form to continue the rescue or retreat to the safety of the 
shoreline. Whenever possible, the boat should be tethered 
with a safety line to shore.  
 Where no regular or improvised rescue devices are 
available, it may be necessary to form a human chain to 
effect a rescue. To form this chain, several rescuers ap-
proach as closely as they can within safety and then lie 
prone upon the ice, forming a chain. Each person holds 
tightly to the skaters' ankles or skates of the person ahead 
of him. When the lead person grasps the victim, the per-
son nearest shore pulls the others back. If the ice breaks 
under the weight of the leading person in the chain, the 
individual can be held and drawn to safety by the others.  
 Victims of skating and other ice accidents may require 
emergency resuscitation procedures which need to be 
administered immediately while the victim is moved to a 
shelter. When the victim is brought to shore breathing, the 
rescuers should warm the victim as rapidly as possible. 
 The establishment of a safety post at all ponds and 
lakes where the public may gather for ice skating or ice 
fishing is recommended.  
Post - a 6 foot two-by-four, preferably painted yellow and 
set about two feet into the ground. About one foot from the 
top of the post, attach a spike or arm to hold a coiled rope 
and water jug.  
Jug - a gallon plastic jug with an inch of antifreeze solution 
or water inside to provide weight for throwing. Paint "For 
Emergency Only" on exposed sides of the jug. A commer-
cial Rescue Throw Bag with 75' of attached line is ideal for 
this application.  
Line - Approximately 40 feet by 60 
inches in length made of polypropyl-
ene. Securely tie one end to the han-
dle of the plastic jug and tie a large 
knot at the other end to prevent slip-
ping through the hands of the rescu-
ers.  
Pole - a ten-foot or twelve-foot bam-
boo pole or suitable sapling. Secure 
the pole to the post through two six-ounce cans nailed 

near the post's bottom about six inches apart.  
Ladder - a six-foot to eight-foot makeshift wood-
en ladder should be attached to the pole to dis-
tribute weight of rescuers if necessary when res-
cuing.  
 With such safety precautions in place, the 
public is assured essentially safe skating and ice 
fishing opportunities and tragedies are unlikely.  

Beware!! The Hazards of Ice! 
 

by Gerald M. Dworkin, Consultant, Aquatics Safety & Water 
Rescue admin@lifesaving.com, 

 

TWO BOYS, age 11, are ice skating at a local 
pond. Suddenly, the ice cracks and one boy falls 
through into 34 degree Fahrenheit  
 His friend runs to his aid, and potential tragedy grows 
as the second boy is pulled into the ice cold water by the 
panic stricken child already in the water. Unless help is 
immediately available, both boys will perish within a few 
minutes, either from drowning or hypothermia (decreased 
body temperature).  
 This tragic scenario is seen each winter across the 
country. Such needless deaths occur through reckless-
ness, carelessness, or ignorance regarding proper loca-
tions for skating or ice fishing and proper rescue proce-
dures for someone who has fallen through the ice.  
 Ice strength depends upon thickness, snow cover, 
changes in temperature, depth of the water under the ice, 
water flow (current), and water level. Schools of fish under 
the ice will also affect the integrity of the ice. The following 
principles should be adhered to at all ponds and lakes 
where ice skating or ice fishing activities take place.  

1. Ice clouded with air bubbles should be avoided. Alt-
hough it may appear as solid ice, this ice is typically 
weak!. Ice must freeze to a uniform depth of at least 4 
inches before it is firm enough for  skating or ice fishing. 

2. Skaters and others should not go near partially sub-

merged obstacles such as stumps and rocks where ice is 
weaker, and these dangerous areas should be clearly 
identified and avoided. 

3. Ice over moving water is probably unsafe and should 
be avoided. 

4. Ice should be examined for man-made hazards such 
as where ice has broken or been cut, and these hazards 
should be clearly identified. Never permit skating or ice 
fishing alone. Adults should constantly supervise   children 

skating, and skating should occur within a restricted area. 
5. When an attempt is made to rescue someone who 
has fallen through ice, the rescuer must be protected from 
danger. Any device that helps to distribute the weight of 

the rescuer over a 
wide area will lessen 
the possibility that the 
ice will continue to 
break. 
6.  Some type of 
equipment should al-
ways be used to ex-
tend the reach of the 
rescuer  

mailto:admin@lifesaving.com
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Don’t Forget Your Boat This Winter… 
Reprinted form www.boatingwithdawsons.com 

 

 Many boat owners store their boats for the winter, thinking they will be safe 
and sound until spring. 
But, there are many good reasons why you should check your boat periodical-
ly over the winter to ensure there are no unpleasant surprises when you visit to 
prepare for spring launch. 
 Forgetting to check it regularly over the winter months, whether it is tarped, 
shrink wrapped or stored inside, could be a costly mistake. 
 There are some things you need to know. 
 If your boat is stored at a marina, the staff there will check it for you. They 

usually don't promote boaters whose boats are stored inside coming to see them, because they have to do a 
double check to make sure everything is unplugged and all lights, heaters, battery chargers etc. are turned 
off. If you do want to check on your boat, call your marina and talk to them. You may not have to make the 
trip. However, if your boat is stored outside and your responsibility, you should check often. 
A few things to check for: 
 Four legged critters often find boats to be the perfect winter residence en-
joying the opportunity to destroy the interior and leave a huge mess for you to 
clean up. Finding out early and dealing with it sooner rather than later, will 
save you time and money in the spring. (All food and paper products should 
have been removed before storing) 
 Check for leaks in the tarp or shrink wrap. Build ups of water and ice will 
freeze and re-freeze over the winter and could stain fabric and crack fiber-
glass where it pools; for example, in cockpits and cabin floor molds. 
 Cradle pads push against the hull on a small surface. If the pads and/or 
blocking shift as a result of vibration caused by the wind or unstable ground,  
increased pressure will be put on your hull. Check your blocking and pads to make sure all forces are equal. 
 Water leaking into the inside of your boat will create humidity which encourages  mold and mildew 
The temperature fluctuates greatly on a daily basis—especially in the spring. Early detection will prevent a lot 
of damage. Opening the lockers, doors and drawers will promote air flow within the cabin 
Check for snow weight. After a heavy snowfall, sweep or knock off any accumulated snow; otherwise, 
the snow becomes heavy ice. Then, the weight and wind will rip the tarp on the top of the stanchion posts and 
any other unpadded wear points. Holes grow and in the relentless winds, tarps have been shredded to rib-
bons. By spring, your tarp could be in the next county leaving your boat totally exposed and full of ice. Check 
yours regularly and repair small tears before they grow. 
  

 

Commander’s Article, Cont’d from Pg. 1 
 

First Aid on a long Saturday at the conference room at Tidewater Yacht.  
 The last cruise of the year was to York River Yacht Haven in October. Whew, we were all reminded what a 
small craft advisory means on Friday. But, all boats made it safe and the Eat, Drink and Be Scary cruise went 
off without a hitch. The costumes were great and the Saturday night event was fantastic. 
 Finally to wrap up our year was the Annual Fund Raising Auction at the 
new venue of Smithfield American Legion Hall. All who participated will 
agree the hall was fantastic and came with working bathrooms. A record 
breaking year for fund raising, thanks to everyone who bid and brought 
guests who bid as well. What a great year, I am looking forward to next year 
for even better and more exciting destinations and events.   
 I would like to thank each and every member who participated in, in-
structed, attended a district or national meeting, served as an OD or volun-
teered to serve at a boat show or other venue to assist in getting our 
Nansemond River Power Squadron message out. This has been one fan-
tastic year and Julie and I look very forward to the next.   
 Don’t forget our Annual Meeting on 12 January at Georges Steak House 
at 1730-Very Important as we will be electing our Bridge for 2016-2017!  Al-
so, the Change of Watch is fast approaching…..13 February at the 
Nansemond River Golf Club.  Have a Healthy & Happy New Year! 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

 

 12 January     Annual Squadron 
          Meeting & Election   
         George’s Steakhouse 
         Holland Road 
         Suffolk, VA 
 
 29-31 January    Mid Atlantic Boat Show 
         Virginia Beach Convention 
          Center 
         Virginia Beach, VA 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


