
 We are well into the boating season now and 
hopefully you have been able to take advantage 
of the fantastic weather and get some water un-
derneath your keel. A few weeks ago the squad-
ron cruised to Tidewater Yacht for the Harbor 
Fest weekend. The OD’s P/C Matt Schultz, P 
and Kim Schultz, P did an awesome job planning 
and executing a superb weekend for all who par-
ticipated.  As usual, the food was plentiful and 
the company even better. This year’s dual barge 
fireworks on Saturday evening was really a sight 
to see.  They were really vibrant & the conditions 

could not have been better. The wind even cooperated to keep the ash off of the boats.  All and all, a 
great weekend.   
 As I write this the fourth of July weekend is near and hopefully you and your family and friends will 
spend time together and re-charge your batteries.  It is also a great time reflect on what a great 
country we live in.  All those years ago, our founders were really trying to create something never 
before heard of and I think they did a pretty great job developing a country that is second to none.  
There are good things happening everywhere and NRPS is doing a small part to keep our way of life 
going.  Please do not forget our Veterans (many of you reading this), they have made so many sacri-
fices for our freedom and we thank each and every one for their service.   I hope your 4

th
 of July cel-

ebration is a good one. 
 The next cruise is to Cape Charles (see Admin article and flyer in this issue for info) in July.  P/C 
Jack Eure, JN and Mary Ann Eure are planning a great weekend.  If you have not signed up, there is 
still time. 
 Lastly, P/C Larry Roundtree, AP please get well soon.   
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Welcome our Newest Members! 

Cdr Doug 
swears in 
Theresa 
Abercrombie 
and Carl 
Smith as 
NRPS’s new-
est members 
at our 14 
June General 
Meeting. 
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in the “Century Club” this year. I ranked 13th and P/C Lilly Stone, JN ranked 35th. Of the 312 squadrons, we 
ended up 8th overall. The number 1 squadron had 1267 VSCs. To be in the top 10 for the organization, 
again, is something of which we can be very proud. Thanks to our VEs and especially P/C Larry Rountree AP 
and P/Lt/C Bill Kelly, AP who keep the paperwork in order. Now on to the next goal, 365 for this year. 
 There are many things happening in the Tidewater region during the summer. Simply go to your favorite 
browser and type “Marine Events, Tidewater VA” and you can find things happening in Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
Virginia Beach, and the peninsula area too (Hampton, north and west.) 
 The Geodetic program is in the “get the facts” stage of development. This program allows us to help 
NOAA  keep track of the markers place throughout the region. The National representative with whom we’ll 
be working was off on Lake Erie the weekend of 24 June so we be in contact soon. Look for a handout on the 
program, hopefully at our July meeting so we can start the sign up program (with “training” as needed.) 
 One last item I encountered through my relationship with NASBLA. The state senate of our neighbors to 
the south, North Carolina, recently approved a bill to toughen the penalties for impaired boaters who injure or 
kills someone. The House Bill is known as Sheyenne’s law, named for the teen killed by a drunk boater in 
2015. The current penalty in NC for boating while impaired is a misdemeanor along with a minimum $250 
fine. Lawmakers want to make it a felony with a minimum prison sentence of 3 years. Still waiting to hear if 
the Governor will sign the bill. (The main data for this paragraph copyright 2016, WECT. All rights reserved.) 
Maybe Virginia will be listening? 

  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Frank Brown, 
          AP-IN 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Bob Wallace, 
            SN

 The safety committee is a part of the XO’s depart-
ment and the Vessel Safety program is in that area of 
support. For the past years we have done very well, 
increasing our total number of checks done by our 
members. As reported earlier, last year’s 354 placed 
us 2nd in District 5. But in doing additional research 
(plus seeing the list of Vessel Examiners in The En-
sign this month), we can be proud of our achieve-
ments. There were 38 VEs (of 1698 in all squadrons)  

 Another fantastic cruise to Tidewater Yacht! We 
had 9 boats, several land cruisers and all our dogs 
having a great time. The weather was hot but that did 
not prevent us from having a wonderful time. The 
food, as always, was delicious and plentiful. The liba-
tions flowed freely and were partly responsible for the 
partying and dancing on the pier. The fire works were 
exceptional this year, they were coordinated sequen-
tially from two different barges and the result was fan-

tastic! The display seemed to go on forever, it will be remembered for a 
long time. Our next cruise will be to Cape Charles Harbor on 15-17 July, 
at present we have 9 boats signed up, there is still time to sign up for 
those of you who haven't. P/C Jack Eure, JN and Mary Ann Eure are 
the O.D.'s. They have promulgated a flyer that Lt/C Grace Brown, P has 
put in this newsletter.  It promises to be a good time. In addition to the 
activities planned by Jack and Mary Ann there will be a chance for 
some of us to become movie stars. As you heard at the last general 
meeting, Marty Lafferty, AP, our Past District 5  Commander, will be 
there, along with his wife, Sari, and a professional crew to film some of 
our boats and crews, and I am sure our dogs. Not sure of all the details 
but I am sure that Frank will be putting out more information on this. I 
am sure that we will all be on our best behavior and will be very noncha-
lant when we are “on camera” - HA! HA!   
 Time to be thinking about the up coming auction to be held in November. Neither the venue nor the exact 
date have been confirmed yet but I hope it will be in Smithfield on 19 November. If any one has any ideas on 
how to ensure that we will have a successful auction & a great time, as usual, please let me know. I have 
spoken with P/C Donnie Weaver, AP, he has agreed to store the auction items in his garage when we start 
gathering and sorting them. I personally enjoy this yearly function of the squadron & looking forward to it.          
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 It is the boating season so no classes are scheduled for July.  We are scheduled to participate in the film-
ing of the Boating Safety Training during the Cape Charles cruise (15-17 July). We have 5 boats signed up for 
the filming events. This will start Friday afternoon filming two scenarios and Saturday the other four scenarios 
will be filmed.  All filming is scheduled to wrap up before 5:00 PM. This should be fun and help with the main 
goal of  the NRPS, educating our fellow boaters. 

  When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests 
for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 580-6774. 

July Birthdays 
 

  Jack Leach, AP     8 July 
  Joyce Bradshaw, S    13 July 
  Bill Kelly, AP      17 July 
  Dennis Farris      24 July 
  Lt/C HJ South, S     25 July 
  Lt Mary South      25 July 
  P/C Lin Hanbury, AP   26 July 
  P/C Gary Kirts, AP    30 July 
   

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR 2016 

 

Next ABC3 Class— Reviewing the need for 
a class  most likely late June or maybe July 

 

Piloting - Date under review 
 

Instructor Development - Date TBD 

 

 

D5 Summer Council 
and 

Rendezvous 
 

Mears Point Marina 
Grasonville MD 
 28-31 July 2016 

 

Saturday Night Buffet Dinner 
Games for all Ages 

Outstanding Raffle Prizes 
Navigation Contest 

Friday Night Commander’s Cocktail Party 
For Info & Registration Form: www.uspsd5.org 

It’s Official….. 

On the Road to Recovery! 
 

The Heartiest of “Get Well Soon 
Wishes” go out to P/C Larry 
Rountree, AP...who took a bad 
fall at home and is now recuper-
ating home after convalescent 
care. If you have a minute, drop 
by and have a chat-Larry will 
appreciate the company! 

Dick Pond, AP and 
Joyce Brinkley, a fre-
quent “guest” at meet-
ings, are engaged and 
set to get married in 
June! Next time you 
see them, congratu-
late Dick on making 
such a good choice.  

Special Information on the E15 Ethanol 
Blended Gas & Boats 

 
 The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) is the 2005 
law that requires the blending of biofuels such as corn-
ethanol into our gasoline. When written, it was as-
sumed that America's use of gasoline would continue 
to rise. However, U.S. gasoline usage has actually 
dropped steadily since 2005 and now the law forces 
more ethanol into fewer gallons of gasoline. 
 To keep up with this mandate, in 2010 the EPA per-
mitted E15 (fuel containing up to 15% ethanol) into the 
marketplace, for some engines. E15 has been proven 
to damage boat engines and so it is prohibited 
in marine engines. It is also illegal to use E15 in snow-
mobiles, motorcycles, small engines like lawnmowers 
and leaf blowers, as well as any car or light-truck made 
before 2001. 
 E15 and higher ethanol blends fuel can now be 
found in 23 states, often at the very same pumps as 
E10 gasoline. A sticker on the pump mixed in with all 
the other labels may be the only warning for E15 gaso-
line. This creates a huge potential for mis-fueling and 
puts boaters at risk of using fuel that will damage their 
engines. 
 

Reprinted from www.thehulltruth.com, 
Letter from Margaret B. Podlich, President, Boat U.S. 

http://www.uspsd5.org/
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Harbor Fest Cruise 

Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth VA  *  10-12 June 2016 

Many boats were already “in residence” for the weekend and many came 
on Thursday. A total of 9 NRPS boats, so it was a great showing for our 
squadron!! The weather was glorious Thursday and Friday with mild 
temps and a slight breeze.  Friday morning was the Parade of Sail, and 
our own Susan Faurot was a participant! Those of us docked had a fabu-
lous time watching the parade. Friday night was Docktails and Heavy 
Hors D’Oeurves. And we had 8 dogs in attendance for the weekend! 
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Harbor Fest Cruise 

Tidewater Yacht Marina, Portsmouth VA  *  10-12 June 2016 

OD’s P/C Matt  and Kim 
Schulze, P did a fine job, as 
usual. Saturday brunch was 
filling and the Sat. night 
“Wigs & Weiners” (though 
no one donned wigs-it was 
over 90 degrees!) was a hit! 
Rumor has it that Bob Wal-
lace downed 5 dogs!! 
Folks mingled with the Har-
bor Fest crowds during the 
day, and then came 
dockside to watch the spec-
tacular dueling fireworks 
show. We even had our 
own “light show” on the 
dock! A great weekend! 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot, S 

            

  

 

   SAFE ANCHORING….. 
 

 At some point in your boating life you’ll probably want to anchor. You may want to fish, have lunch, 
swim, or stay overnight. A second reason may be to control your boat if foul weather is blowing you a shore 
or if your engine has stopped, wind and current is pushing you to shallow water or shore. 

 Three most common anchors are the fluke or 
Danforth, plow, or mushroom. The mushroom is good 
for kayaks and other small boats. The ground tackle 
consists of the anchor, rode, shackles, etc. The 
amount of rode you let out or scope you have at an-
chor depends on the waters depth and weather condi-
tions. Deeper water and more severe weather the 
more you’ll need to put out. For recreational boating 
you should have 5 to 1 scope day time and seven to 1 
for overnight for an average. For example if you 
measure the water depth at 6 feet plus the distance to 
the bow to the water 3 feet, multiply by nine to 7 to 
get the amount of rode to put out. 
 Select an area that offers the maximum shelter 
from wind, current, boat traffic, etc. Pick a spot with 
swing room in all directions. Should the wind or cur-
rent change directions whichever is stronger deter-
mine depth and bottom conditions and calculate the 

amount of rode to put out. Ask an adjacent boat how much scope he has out so you won’t bump into the 
neighboring vessel. If they are anchored bow and stern you should too. If they have a single anchor from 
the bow, do not anchor bow to stern. Never anchor from the stern alone this could cause the boat to swamp 
or capsize. 
 Rig the anchor and rode check the shackles to make sure they are secured with a wire in the pin to pre-
vent the screw shaft from opening. Stop your boat lower the anchor to the bottom this should be upwind or 
current from the spot selected. Slowly motor back letting out the anchor rode. Back down slowly to assure 
that the chain won’t foul the anchor preventing it from digging into the bottom. When all your measured line 
has been let out, back down on the anchor with the engine in idle reverse to help set the anchor. While  re-
versing you can keep your hand on the anchor line to fell it smooth if set or bumping along the bottom. 
When the anchor is set look around to two fixed reference points in relation to the boat. You can set with 
the compass to get bearings of two different fixed 
points. Over the next hour recheck your position to be 
sure you haven’t dragged the anchor. Begin an anchor 
watch checking occasionally and set your anchor alarm 
on your GPS if so equipped. 
 Retrieve the anchor by pulling or powering forward 

slowly until the anchor rode hangs vertically at the bow. 

Cleat the line as the boat moves slowly forward pass 

the vertical this will use the weight of the boat to free 

the anchor and protect you from being pulled over-

board. Once free raise the anchor. You can also use a 

polypropylene line attached to the anchor with a float 

on the other end to release the anchor from the bottom. 

Special Notice! 
All orange smoke signals have had the certificate re-
moved for all products made after Oct 2013 due to 
risk of spontaneous combustion 
when dropped. Do not use and 
must be disposed of. Take back to 
retailer. They now make a red 
hand held flare. 
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In Honor Of French Bastille Day 

Come Join Nansemond River Power Squadron  

“Life is a Cabaret” Cruise 
15-17 July 2016 

 

Cape Charles Town Harbor at Cape Charles, (757) 331-2357 
 

“Ooh La La”, Hosted by Mary Ann & P/C Jack Eure, JN 
 

Friday Night on the Dock, 1800 hrs (6 PM): 
Don your favorite beret and come for Drinks and Heavy Hors D’Oeurves. Bring your 
drink of choice and your favorite appetizer as we listen to French or bring your favorite 
tunes!  Then have dinner on your own if you’d like at the Marina or in town-just cross the causeway.  

Saturday Morning on the Dock,1000 hours (10 AM):  
Bright and early (sort of!) at the docks...bring a breakfast food and we’ll supply the Mimosas and Bloody Mary's. 

Afternoon Fun… 
Enjoy shopping in the town of Cape Charles, or come early to Jack and Mary Ann’s for 
bike riding, paddle boarding, kayaking, beaching, ping pong and corn hole playing & more. 

Saturday Night at the Eure’s, 1800 hrs (6 PM): 
We’ll be providing Smoked Butt Barbecue, so bring along a side dish or a dessert. Ooh La, 
La, Wine, Beer and available! There will be a car and golf cart available for those staying 
on their boats. If you are driving, the address is: #1 Kings Bay Drive, Cape Charles. It is a 
gated community and the code for entrance is 200249.  
 

Any questions, please feel free to call:  
Mary Ann 757-404-9391 

 We’re Gonna Be in the Movies….. 
 

 Join us as we “star in” the making of Safe Boating Videos, directed by P/
D/C Marty Lafferty, AP. We have several folks-and their boats-signed up to 
participate! If you would like to be involved, contact Lt/C HJ South, S for 
details! This will be for videos that will be then offered through the D5 Me-
dia Library Series! Yay, Nansemond River Power Squadron! 

United States Power Squadron 

2016 Governing Board 
 

 Pittsburgh, PA  
 

 Sunday, August 21, 2016 - Sunday, 
August 28, 2016  

 

Sheraton at Station Square 
 

300 West Station Square Drive 
Hotel Reservations Telephone: 855-239-9480  

 

For More Information, 

go to www.usps.org and log in! 



 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2016 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Susan Faurot, S 

  

15-17 July    “Life is a Cabaret” Cape Charles City Harbor VA 
 

28-31 July    D5 Summer Rendezvous, Mears Marina, 
        Kent Narrows MD 
  

19-21 August   York River Cruise, York River Yacht Haven, VA 
  

21-28 August   USPS Governing Board, Sheraton Pittsburg at 
        Station Square, Pittsburg PA 

 

23-25 September Coinjock Cruise, Coinjock Marina, NC    
   

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


