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Proudly Celebrating 50 Years of Promoting Safety on the Water!

Cdr Doug Fisher, S

Our first cruise is now behind us and we are off to
another fantastic season of fun, education and fellowship. As it usually goes for the first cruise, the weather was iffy at best. Most captains decided to travel on
Thursday due to potential severe thunderstorms and
low tides predicted for Friday. A total of 11 boats
were present and several people from Colonial SPS
came for Saturday by car. Although Julie and I were
not able to attend, the reviews we have received are
fantastic. Brunch and dinner on Saturday was excellent and I am told that no one left hungry. A great big
thank you goes out to OD’s L/C HJ South, S & Lt
Mary South, and Lt Butch Baxter, P & Debbie Baxter

for putting together a great first cruise weekend. 36 people really had a great time and enjoyed the weekend,
great job to the OD’s and all participants. Our next cruise is to Tidewater Yacht in June for Harbor Fest. I
hope you were able to get in on the reservations but if you were not able to get a spot, please call Tidewater
Yacht again as something may have opened.
A special shout out to Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN & Lt/C Grace Brown, P for hosting the co-op charting event
for the district a couple of weekends ago. They had 20 or so people attend the event at NOAA in downtown
Norfolk. A lot of hard work went into putting this event together as this was the first time the conference was
hosted by a different squadron in 20 years. We will be looking at some options for updating charts or geo locations to assist in keeping the charts up to date. More to follow on that later…But thank you Frank and
Grace for really going above and beyond with this event, great job.
As I mentioned above, Colonial Sail and Power Squadron had a few members attend our cruise to Smithfield. We are trying to get better cooperation between our organizations and we greatly appreciate their participation in our event. We hope you had a great time and will do it again. Please contact the Admin Officer
for sign up and cruise information if you would like to attend a cruise. There are many things happening during the month of June from VSC inspections to Harbor Fest. Please take a look at your schedule and see if
you can volunteer to assist in making our organization better. We hope to see you at the General Meeting at
George’s on 7 June and Tidewater Yacht for Harbor Fest on 10 June.

Just a reminder…
D5 Summer Council and
Rendezvous
Mears Point Marina
Grasonville MD
28-31 July 2016
Saturday Night Buffet Dinner * Games for all Ages
Outstanding Raffle Prizes * Navigation Contest
Friday Night Commander’s Cocktail Party
For Info & Registration Form: www.uspsd5.org.
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

A nice result of the District 5 Co-op Charting Workshop is that there is some interest in participating in
the Geodetic Surveying program. We will have a
presentation on what this entails soon.
National Safe Boating Week is 21-27 May. Nice
article in the Suffolk News Herald on 22 May. See
Safety Article this month too!! Life Jackets save lives!!
VSC follow-up day set at Langley Air Force Base
on 28 May. Last year we did about 30 checks there.

Hope to have a busy day there. Current VSC total is 75. Our squadron goal is 365.
The District 5 Summer Council and Rendezvous is set for 28-31 July at Mears Point Marina, in Kent
Narrows, MD. Grace and I are planning to make this a 7 day cruise, leaving on Tuesday, taking 2 days to get
there, then be back in port the following Tuesday or so. If you’d like to be part of this cruise, let us know.
We’d love to have the company.
The Summer Council meeting has minimum District business but there is opportunity to interaction with
members from throughout the District. The newly designed Navigation Contest will be held and all are
welcomed on Friday to a Cocktail Party hosted by District Commander Randy Stow, AP (member of Smith
Mountain Lake.) Registration forms are in the Mark 5 (the District Newsletter distributed by our Editor Grace).
We’ve enjoyed being an a part of this particular function the past few years.
One other opportunity to get outside the Squadron and into the community is the Annual Clean the Bay
Day for the city of Suffolk. For several years we did participate, but we haven’t recently. The date is 4 June.
In contacting the City of Suffolk, the idea of a small boat being able to go on Bennetts Creek and help clean
up was exciting to them. So, since it is before our next Squadron meeting, if you are interested in
participating (Saturday, 900 to about Noon) and could help, boat-wise, please let me know so I can let the
city know. This is last minute, we realize, so just let us know if it might work for you. It would be nice for
Nansemond Rive Power Squadron to have a presence there!
Thanks. Safe Boating for All — Let us not forget to pause at 1500 hours on 30 May in memory of all who
gave their lives for our freedom.

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Bob Wallace,
SN

Our shakedown cruise to Smithfield Station'' CELABRATION AT THE STATION" was great. We had 9
boats and several "land cruisers" The OD,s, Mary,
H.J., Butch and Debbie, did a great job. There was an
abundance of good things to eat and plenty to drink.
Not sure what P/C Lin Hanbury, AP puts in his patented adult beverage but it sure is good. Our associate
member, Frank Hudson, joined us with his boat &
there were several members of the Colonial Power

Squadron that joined us as well. The weather was not the best, but not as bad as the forecast. Some of us
arrived a day early to avoid the bad weather. The morning of departure was a little exciting due to the current
and winds. It was an all hands effort to get some of the boats clear but we all made it without incident. Several VSC,s were completed while we were there so or numbers are going up.
I would like to bring up a couple of new items. First is the NOAA COOP CHARTING. I
attended the presentation with Frank and Butch and was impressed with the program.
There are several parts of it and we do not have to participate in all of them. Some are on
the water and some are on the land. I am proposing that we, the squadron, not the individual, participate in the land portion. And that is plotting Geodetic Marks. It sounds like it
could be a great opportunity to get together to have a good time and have a get together
afterwards to compare notes and have some of LIN’S famous beverage. Frank will bring
up more on this subject at our next meeting.
The second item is the film adventure for D5 while we are at CAPE CHARLES. I do not
know all the in's and out's of this but it involves the filming of boats regarding boating
safety. I volunteered for this and next thing I know I received an e-mail from P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP thanking me for volunteering. Just some things to think about before they are brought up at the next meeting.
Our next cruise is at Tidewater Yacht for Harbor Fest 10-12 June. We have 6 boats signed up, most of
who are there already. Not to worry for the land cruisers, there is plenty of space available.
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C H.J. South, S
The only training tentatively scheduled for June
will be a Trailering Your Boat seminar. We’re working with Chesapeake Parks and Recreation to see if
they have enough people interested in taking the
class. We are also still collecting names of boaters
who will be going on the Cape Charles cruise, 15-17
July, that could participate in the Boating Safety
Training (the filming was originally scheduled to take
place in May). This should be fun and help with the
main goal of the NRPS, helping our fellow boaters
be safer!
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call
or send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a class or seminar. Email:
hjsouth@outlook.com, or Phone: (757) 580-6774
CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2016
Next ABC3 Class— Reviewing the need for a
class most likely late June or maybe July
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date under review

(NOTE: If you have any interest in helping call
me and NRPS with this filming, call me, HJ
South, as soon as possible so we can contact
P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP to set up!)

IN MEMORIAM

Robert Hall Ballard
2 June 1922-7 May 2016

June Birthdays
Cdr Doug Fisher, S
S. Chris Jones
P/C Bob Eure, AP

5 June
23 June
29 June

We want to say “Welcome Aboard” to our newest members…Theresa Abercrombie and Carl
Smith and to our new associate member (hailing
from Colonial Sail and Power) Frank Hudson, AP.
So glad you have joined us! And we were happy to
have Theresa and Frank join us on their boats for
our shakedown cruise to Smithfield Station.
Also visiting us at the Station were 6 other
members from Colonial...making our total of 11
boats and 43 members and guests...one of the
best turnouts for a cruise ever! We didn’t let the
rain hamper us much...but for the first time in as
long as many could remember-there was no latenite partying on the docks!

June 2016

A 53 year member
of the Nansemond
River Power Squadron, Robert was a
proficient boater and
led many of our cruises. Robert and his
wife Ann were fixtures on the waters
around
Hampton
Roads, and there’s a
great story about
Robert rescuing Walter Cronkite’s sailboat off a shoal in the Chesapeake
Bay and steering him right into Suffolk! The Memorial
Service was held 12 May at the Main Street United
Methodist Church in Suffolk, and several members
attended. Robert Hall Ballard will be greatly missed by
all who knew him...and his wonderful sense of humor!
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Shakedown Cruise…”Celebration at the Station!”
NRPS Travels to Smithfield Station13-15 May 2016
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Shakedown Cruise…”Celebration at the Station!
NRPS Travels to Smithfield Station 13-15 May 2016

June
2016
April 2015
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Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Susan Faurot, S

Responsible Boaters Wear Life Vests

Selecting the correct PFD today can be a daunting
and confusing task. Given the fantastic selection of
life jackets available, you should be able to find what
you like and fits you properly for your boating activity.
Do not buy a life jacket for a child to grow in to. They
must fit properly * you may wish to give a gift certificate so when the boating season starts the life jacket

will fit the child. The “Right Life Jacket is the one you have on when you need it”. Life jackets save lives.
When boating accidents occurs that results in a death and the cause of death is unknown, 78% of the
deaths were due to drowning. In 84% of the drowning deaths the people were not wearing life vests. So
wearing a life vest can greatly improve your chances of surviving a boating accident if you go in to the water. Some personal thoughts about life Jacket; the more flotation is generally better as you will float higher
in the water. I always wear my life vest and require passengers to wear one too when riding in my boat. It is
essential for crew to be prepared to possibly fall overboard during docking procedures or walking on the
gunnels. The life vests must be worn outside clothing and not under jackets which impede their inflation and
you’ll be unable to reach the pill cord for manual operation. This could be real problem in cold water when
fingers don’t work well with zippers. A nice time to try out your inflatable life jacket is when you are ready to
buy a rearming CO2 cylinder for maintenance purpose.

USCG life jacket requirements for recreational vessels must be;

1. USCG approved.
2. The proper size for the intended wearer.
3. In good and serviceable condition.
4. Properly stored but must be readily available
5. When a vessel is underway with children under 13 yrs. old, they must be wearing a life vest unless they
are below deck or in an enclosed cabin.
6. Boats over 16 ft. or longer (excluding canoes & kayaks) you must have one wearable PFD for each person and a throwable special use device (type IV or V)

VEST Type 2

*May turn unconscious wearer face up, is good for non-swimmers, requires little maintenance and is less
bulky than off shore vests.

Children’s Hybrid Inflatable

*Is inherently buoyant, also inflates automatically upon immersion or manual activation. It does require
regular maintenance according the owner’s manual. May turn the wearer’s face up but is not for sports
where immersion is expected like white
water rafting, waterskiing or other sports.

Children’s Life jacket

*This vest is designed for possible immersion but may not turn unconscious
wearer face up. Requires little maintenance and may have special safety features for children. It’s imperative that the
life jacket fit appropriately designed for
their size.

Flotation Aids

*These vests are stylish, comfortable,
require little maintenance but are not designed to turn unconscious wearer face
up. They are designed for possible immersion, rugged construction for water
skiing, or other high speed activities.
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NRPS Hosts D5 Coop Charting at NOAA in Norfolk 7 May 2016

The annual District 5 Cooperative Charting workshop was held on 7 May 2015 at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Atlantic Marine Operations Center Norfolk.
D/Lt David Bernard, AP, Absecon Island Power Squadron, stepped up to the plate as he set up a great
schedule of educational sessions to keep our D5 members up to date on this long-standing program that has
been a part of District 5 community service for more than 45 years. Lt Ryan Wartick gave us an update of all
that NOAA is doing. Geodetics was a very lively presentation. For some, this was the introduction to this support program and capture great interest. After reviewing the methods use to participate, we gather outside to
locate one marker, determining the location data needs to be updated. Then our efforts to locate the 2 nd
marker on site identified the fact that it is “missing in action” (or maybe under about 2 feet of concrete.) We
anticipate a renewed interest in this program that can be done year round throughout the District.
D/Lt Steve Leishman, SN, a member of the National Cooperative Charting committee and Wilmington
Power Squadron, shared with us information on ATONS and the Light List. This part of the inspection (the
aids to navigation (ATON)) requiring taking notice of all ATONs, not just those with problems. The Light List is
a database showing all lights, making it easy to find those in the area the squadron is serving.
The Adopt A Chart program is going strong, but a snafu has reared its ugly head. The program discussion was led by Zach Nelson, Virginia Beach Sail and Power Squadron. CCWeb (Cooperative Charting
Website) has been shut down and will not be brought back in its current form. This action was taken because
of possible security threats to the NOAA’s marine charting division and the Office of Coast Survey (OCS)
through this web site. NOAA will be trying to find another method for United States Power Squadrons members to participate but we can't expect anything soon.
NOAA and OCS have provided a way in which chart discrepancies (those issues that are truly vital to
safety and navigation) can be reported. We may continue to process data through the Inquiry and Discrepancy Management System. Note that anyone can report chart discrepancies in this system. No provisions are
made for review by the cooperative charting committee of the information being reported. Also, there is no
way of determining cooperative charting credits for these reports at this time. Zach also went over the Coast
Pilot materials and reviewed what it can do for those of us who journey the Chesapeake Bay.
D/Lt John O’Reilly, JN, Cambridge Sail and Power Squadron, finished up the day with presentations on
OpenCPN, Chart Navigator and MWSnap. Each of these programs helps us in supporting the overall Co-op
Charting program.
The weekend concluded with dinner at the Sheraton Waterfront Hotel.
Thanks to Frank and Grace Brown of Nansemond River Power Squadron and Lt/C Gregg Martin, AP and
Deb Martin, AP, Virginia Beach Sail and Power Squadron, for helping us host the hospitality room Friday
evening at the hotel and acting as bartenders. This was a great weekend of education and fun.
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NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
14 June
10-12 June
15-17 July
28-31 July
19-21 August
21-28 August
23-25 September

General Squadron Meeting, George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA
Harbor Fest Cruise, Tidewater Marina, Portsmouth VA
Cape Charles Cruise, Cape Charles City Harbor VA
D5 Summer Rendezvous, Mears Marina,
Kent Narrows MD
York River Cruise, York River Yacht Haven, VA
USPS Governing Board, Sheraton Pittsburg at Station
Square, Pittsburg PA
Coinjock Cruise, Coinjock Marina, NC
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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