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Proudly Celebrating 50 Years of Promoting Safety on the Water!

Cdr Doug Fisher, S

Spring has finally sprung as evidenced by the ¼
inch of pollen on my car. With that our first cruise in
finally just around the corner and I am sure everyone
is itching to get out on the water and have some fun.
14 members attended the D5 Spring Conference
in Ocean City a few weeks ago and Nansemond River took home several great awards. L/C Frank
Brown, AP-IN and P/C Lilly Stone, JN both received
the century award for conducting over 100 vessel
safety checks in 2015. What a great accomplishment
the two of them achieved. Just think of all the boats
(and captains) they have influenced and made safer
over the past year.

For Lilly, this is her third consecutive award and for Frank, his second consecutive. Additionally, thanks to
P/C Larry Rountree, AP and the whole vessel safety check team we took home second place award for most
VSC’s accomplished in the entire district with 354 (second only to Smith Mountain Lake). The VSC team continues to move forward with a goal of 365 for 2016 and have made significant progress towards that goal
since January. Also, because our squadron is out in the community and doing great things, we received Honorable Mention for the Boat US Distinguished Civic Service award 2015.
This year we teamed up with Virginia Beach Sail and Power Squadron to put on a knot themed hospitality
suite on Friday during the spring conference. A special thanks to Virginia Beach SPS and their members for
teaming up with us for the event. There were several knot tying stations, a great amount of knot food and
beverages (the grog and sangria were very popular) and multiple displays and flyers in the room centered on
knots and how you use them. A very large effort went into hosting this event and many comments were
made about how clever and original our themed room was. Great job to everyone who helped make this
event a great success, we appreciate all the effort.
There are 11 boats signed up (plus several land yachts) for our first cruise to Smithfield Station on 11-13
May. The South’s and Baxter’s are planning a fantastic weekend so if you have not signed up there is still
time. A reminder that each Captain needs to make their own reservation with the marina. We hope to see
you there. Our general meeting a Georges Steak house is also coming up just before the cruise on Tuesday
10 May at 1830.
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

The District 5 Co-op Charting Workshop is set from
6-7 May, 2016. NRPS will be hosting our fellow boaters from District 5. Friday evening we will open a hospitality room at the Norfolk Sheraton Waterside Hotel.
We’ll take care of registering those who come in on
Friday evening and give them a place to interact before going out on the town for dinner. Saturday we will
have the coffee and donuts ready at 8:00 am as many
of the locals will also come for the day at the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)’s Marine Center in Norfolk. We’ll be registering folks in the
morning and setting up the lunch tables. Classes will be under the guidance of D/Lt David Bernard AP of
Absecon Island. Classes will be held to help prepare us to “Adopt a Chart” for the area. This Co-op Charting
is the longest running and most productive partnership with the United States Power Squadron. We’ve not
done this before so this new and exciting project will be challenging and fun. Anything to get us out on the
water. And the end result is a safer and more accurate chart for our area. If interested in attending, contact
me and I’ll get you a registration form right away.
We are starting now to contact the local schools regarding the annual National
Youth Poster Contest. Even though the contest itself will be held in the September
-October timeframe, Art departments at the schools are already making lesson
plans for next year so we are contacting folks now. The local participants will be
submitted to the District competition at the Fall Conference in late October in
Cambridge. We will be able to forward multiple submissions for each of the age
groups (6-8 yrs; 9-11 yrs; 12-14yrs.) This year’s theme is “It’s Personal! It’s
Your Life...It’s Your Lifejacket!”. Look for more information coming soon.
National Safe Boating week is 21-27 May. We will be out giving a seminar on
Trailering at Chesapeake City Park and providing VSCs to the boaters at the city
ramp. Take the time to visit your boating centers and reinforce the idea of Safe
Boating for all.

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Bob Wallace,
SN

We have twelve boats signed up for Smithfield Station 13-15 May. They have twelve slips reserved for
us but only seven boats have made reservations.
Please check with them and make sure your reservations are confirmed. Mary and H.J. are the O.D.'s with
the theme of "Celebration At The Station" . It promises
to be a fun event. See Informational flyer on Page 7 of
this issue!

We have two new members, Theresa Abercrombie and Carl
Smith, they were at the last general meeting and will take the oath
at the next general meeting on 10 May at George’s Steakhouse. In
addition to two new primary members we have an associate member, Frank Hudson who is with Colonial Power and Sail. Frank was
unable to attend the last general meeting due to illness but he is
well known by several power squadron members. I, along with other members of the squadron, met Frank at the Spring Conference and assured him that he would be a welcome member.
Hopefully he will be able to attend the next meeting and y'all can
give him a hearty welcome.
Looking forward to seeing every body at the "Celebration At
The Station" and rest assured that I will remind you all again at the
next meeting.
“I finally snapped,” the man said. “Last night while I was going over the bills, I discovered how much money my wife squanders and I hit the roof.” “What did you do?” asked his friend. “I stormed into the bedroom
and gave her a lecture on economy and thrift.” “Did it help?” “I’ll say. Tomorrow we’re selling my boat and
sailing equipment.”
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Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C H.J. South, S
If you have any interest in helping call me, HJ
South, as soon as possible so I can see contact
Marty Lafferty about their needs and schedule.

Our next steps are to identify the Nansemond
River boats and operators who would like to
participate and the dates you would like to reserve for your video recording sessions. Immediately thereafter we will confirm specific
scripts and boats, etc. as we discussed.
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call
or send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests for a class or seminar. I can be reached by
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774.
CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2016
Next ABC3 Class— Reviewing the need for a
class most likely early June
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date under review

(See info at left….might be a good fit for Nansemond River
Power Squadron!)

May Birthdays
P/C Rana Weaver, AP
P/C Mary Fisher, AP
Charles Johnson, Jr., AP
Betty Sue Burris. P
Patricia Drake, P
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
P/C Lilly Stone, JN
Jerri Mitchell-Berry
P/C Art Aikin, SN
Theresa Abercrombie

1 May
4 May
15 May
17 May
19 May
20 May
21 May
23 May
29 May
31 May

Special Recognition, and Congratulations to
Angus I. Hines, Jr. He is celebrating 60 years
of membership with United States Power Squadrons. His certification date is 19 April 1956! That
is truly longevity, and we are so proud to have
him as a member of NRPS!
May 2016
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D5 Spring Conference…”Why Knot?”
NRPS Joins with Va. Beach Power & Sail in Ocean City MD, 1-3 April
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HOW TO END USE OF FLARES

Safety
Officer’s Report

Pyrotechnic flares are expensive and have a short
shelf life of 42 months from the manufacture date.
They are based on 13th century technology except of
the flare gun which was patented in 1859. Little has
changed since that time. Carrying three flares is required on all boats 16 feet or longer provides nine

Lt Susan Faurot, S

minutes of illumination, three minutes each. Now we have the
option to purchase the Sirius Single SOS Distress Light which is
a continuous LED signaling devise. It flashes the international
distress SOS with a visible range of ten miles.
If you use a flare to call for help you probably need to be doing other things than holding a hot flare for 9 min of light. All you
will need to do is place the Sirius Signal light in the rod holder or
hoist up on rigging & let work for six hours of continuous flashing at the required peak intensity and illuminates for over sixty
hours of uninterrupted unattended operation. They can be obtained thru West Marine catalogue, Weems & Plath or thru the
company’s web site siriussignal.com. The cost is $100. and allows you never to buy another flare. Put a few in your car to use
as emergency flares for a disable vehicle. Disposing of flares is
best handled by having a flare day since at this time nobody will
dispose of old flares.

Ten Doggie Boating Safety Tips
1. Lead your dog to the boat with the engine off and then start after is settled in and has sniffed
around.
2. Let your dog in the water only when permitted to do so. When underway restrain the dog to
keep it safe.
3. Attach an ID tag to your dog’s collar with your contact information.
4. Handles on the back of the pet’s life jacket helps when handling small dogs during transferring
from dock to boat or hauling out of the water.
5. A bright life jacket color makes the dog easier to see in the water and always do a float test to
be sure it works.
6. A fishing net attached with line to the boat can be a
useful tool to get a small dog back on board quickly.
7. A pet ramp or stairs off the back of the boat will
help the dog swim aboard.
8. Make sure your dog has a shady place to sit and
access to fresh drinking water.
9. A piece of artificial turf may work for bathroom
needs, but you’ll have to train your dog.
10. Keep your boat shipshape stowing fishing gear so that
your dog doesn’t get hooked.

"The sea finds out everything you did wrong."
- Francis Stokes
Nansemond Light
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The start of summer…..
The start of a new cruising season…..
A reason to celebrate…..
Join us for a

CELEBRATION AT THE STATION
SHAKEDOWN CRUISE * SMITHFIELD STATION, 13-15 MAY
FRIDAY: Arrival; gather for a beverage at 1700 hrs (5 pm) followed by dinner on your own
SATURDAY: Breakfast on the dock at 900 hrs (this leaves time for anyone
who would like to get to the Farmers Market before it closes at noon!); please
bring a dish to share
SATURDAY AFTERNOON: Docktails and fellowship about 1700 hrs (5 pm),
BYOD
(bring your own docktail) followed by dinner; please bring a covered dish
SUNDAY: Depart for home….bon voyage!

NOW START PLANNING YOUR NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK
21-27 May 2016
Now is the time to prepare for National Safe Boating Week. Essential is the coordination with squadron
committees, press, and electronic media, as well as city, town, or county offices While we emphasize this
May program, do not limit your vision to one annual event. Many squadrons have even adopted two safe
boating weeks: one to share the national event and another targeted at local community boating conditions.
For some squadrons in the North, the month of May is too early for a boating main event. For many squadrons along the Gulf Coast, the boating season is over by May. Both areas can make use of multiple Safe
Boating Weeks.
The national Safe Boating Council is ready to support your efforts. You can order free resources
(stickers, brochures, posters, etc.) at www.BoatingOrders.com. These are excellent when you're talking to
boaters in your community. The Council also offers high‐quality, low cost paid resources on that site.
The (www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com) Wear It! website has free resources including press releases,
the 2016 Press Kit and Public Service Announcements (including the new Love the Life https://
www.youtube.com/ channel/UC1LpsyjrjvJBjbtDiuLEMPw PSA).
(Reprinted From Keeping Up, United States Power Squadron Apr 2016 PR Publication)

May 2016

Page 7

Nansemond Light

Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events
6-7 May

12 May
13-15 May
10-12 June
15-17 July
28-31 July

D5 Cooperative Charting Workshop (NRPS Hosting)
NOAA Marine Center, Norfolk VA
General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA
“Celebration at the Station” Shakedown Cruise,
Smithfield Station, Smithfield VA
Harbor Fest Cruise, Tidewater Marina, Portsmouth VA
Cape Charles Cruise, Cape Charles City Harbor, VA
D5 Summer Rendezvous, Mears Marina, Kent Narrows VA
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430
Email: gowithgrace@aol.com
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