
ing. I have only been Commander for a few 
short months but I have experienced NRPS 
commitment to safe fun boating over and over 
again. Members of NRPS are awesome. I look 
forward to seeing all of  you at the next gen-
eral meeting. Keep up the good work and we 
will have yet another successful year while 
boating the wonderful waters in Hampton 
Roads and beyond (like the picture at right-
down at Coinjock NC! 
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What makes Nansemond 
River Power Squadron 

Successful?  
 

 YOU! The dedication of our Nansemond 
River Power Squadron members provides an 
unequaled community service to boaters and 
would-be boaters. Our NRPS organization 
thrives on the knowledge and experience of all 
its members, who, without formal recognition, 
donate their time, energy and personal re-
sources to safe, proficient, and fun filled boat- 

 Special kudo’s go out to the committee of past 
commanders who have been working to bring about 
much needed changes in our squadron’s Bylaws, to 
be presented at our next Bridge meeting for approval. 
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Frank Brown, 
          AP-IN 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Bob Wallace, 
            SN

our cruises attract many folks. By our actions, we give our members what they want. 
 Another way to attract members is to use the Marketing tools available, either 
internally created or from our national support committees (Marketing Committee—
MarCom). This committee’s role is to establish techniques, tools and branding 
policies for all marketing and promotion activities throughout the organization. They 
provide us with materials (brochures, PowerPoint presentations) that can be 
localized and used to get the word out. Personally, I think we have very creative 
members who help us develop our marketing materials. Now, we need to get these 

posters, flyers, or brochures into the public. 
 We have a squadron brochure developed by P/C Donnie Weaver AP and I will 
have copies at our next meeting. We can mix the input from Raleigh with our 
photographic history to have a slide show available. We can use these at our classes 
as a ‘teaser’ when folks are signing in. 
 If you have any ideas for more marketing success, let me know. All of us are 
Ambassadors of Boating Safety and we can share that everywhere we go. 
 And finally, an update on NRPS’s progress with Vessel Safety Checks thus far 
this year...Our squadron is ranked #13 nationally and #3 in District 5-a great job!  We 
currently have 307 VSC’s on the books. GO NRPS!!! 

 This has been a good year regarding our Squad-
ron membership. Our success as one of the top 
squadrons in the United States Power Squadrons® is 
founded in our ability to maintain our membership 
roles. While we’ve had to say goodbye to members 
moving (on or out), we have drawn 8 new members, 
so far, into our squadron. How do we do this? 
 One way is the old tried & true ‘” you ask them, 
they will come” method.  Our meetings, our classes,  

 The cruise to Coinjock was a total bust. The rain, 
wind and the closure of the ICW prevented any of us 
from getting under way. Hopefully every one that was 
not signed up for the cruise read the e-mail that was 
sent out and did not drive to Coinjock. I called all 
those that signed up for the cruise and received vari-
ous responses. Some folks totally agreed and others 
still wanted to go. However, sanity prevailed. I did 
however receive some gentle prodding from Past 

Commander Art Aikin, SN.  It all started with a question from him "have you checked the weather for the 
weekend ?" My response was reminiscent of ADM. Farragut’s comments at the BATTLE of MOBILE BAY 
"Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead", well that was not the right thing for me to say.  After a few minutes 
of discussion and learning of the effects of the wind on the Sound and the debris that is in the water it was 
decided that the Cruise had to be cancelled. He should have been a politician. 

 Too bad the Cruise was cancelled - P/C Art and Gail Aikin, S had made plans for a gala-filled weekend. 
Plenty of food and entertainment for all was to be available, I was 
looking forward to the casino night. They certainly put a lot of effort 
in preparation for this event. 

 The next cruise is the Halloween Cruise at Tidewater Yacht on 28
-30 OCT. Julie Fisher, Kim Schulze P and Brenda Wallace, JN will 
be the O.D.s (Officers of the Day). At present, we have four boats 
signed up, this does not include those boats that are already there. 
We do need total numbers , so please sign up with the O.D.s 

 The annual fund-raising auction is scheduled for 12 November at 
the American Legion Hall in Smithfield. I will be asking for volunteers 
to assist in setting up and assisting at the auction at the next general 
meeting. In addition we will need help in sorting and packaging all 
the goodies and treasures that will be donated.    
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 Nansemond River Power Squadron’s is into our fall 
cruising schedule, and winter and cold weather is just 
around the corner. Putting together our America’s 
Boating Course schedule, as things look now, we’ll 
plan day 1 for Saturday 5 November (9:00 till 2:00 
PM), day 2 for Monday 7 November  (6:00 PM till 9:00 
PM), with day 3 being Wednesday 9 November (6:00 
PM till 9:00 PM).  I have a few folks already listed and 
will get the schedule confirmed with the Fire Station by 
the 1st week of October.  

 As for the other two classes that our members have 
shown interest in, they are Piloting and Instructor De-
velopment. I’m still trying to get some folks signed up. 
If you want to take either of these classes, please con-
tact me. 

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or 
send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests 
for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by email at 
hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 580-6774. 

         October Birthdays 
 

 

  P/C Tom Chapman, SN    4 October     Cheryl Hanbury     11 October  
  P/C Ron Murphy, AP     7 October     Frank S. Brown     19 October 
  Kim Schulze, P       7 October     P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP  24 October 
  P/C Donnie Weaver, AP    8 October     Terri Horne       31 October 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

CLASS SCHEDULES/
OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR 2016 
 

ABC3 Class— America’s Boating   
        Course 

Day 1-Saturday, 5 November 
  900 hrs-1400 hrs (9 am-2 pm) 

Day 2-Monday 7 ,November 
  1800 hrs-2100 hrs (6 pm-9 pm) 

Day 3-
Wednesday, 9 
November 

 1800 hrs-2100 
hrs (6 pm-9 pm) 

 

Piloting- 
  Date under 
  review 
 

Instructor 
Development- 
  Date TBD 

2016 District 5 Fall Education Conference 
 

              Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Resort 
Cambridge MD * 17-20 November 2016 

 

 This year’s Fall Education Conference in Cambridge will be fun and 
rewarding. D/Lt/C Chuck Wells, SN has planned great educational ses-
sions for all our squadron’s officers as well as selections for all squad-
ron members. There will be a Casino night Thursday evening (might 
even make up for missing our casino cruise to Coinjock that was can-
celled!), and a fabulous banquet Saturday night. The Hyatt Regency 
offers many amenities from a large indoor pool to a golf course to tennis 
courts, shops and dining options. Bring the whole family for fun through-
out the historic town of Cambridge. Check out this website for further 
planning, www.visitdorchestor.org and www.cambridgemainstreet.com.  
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Hurricane Preparedness for Boaters 
Reprinted from www.cruisingworld.com 

 Hurricane experts are predicting that the next 15 years will 
be more active than the last. As sailors, there’s nothing we can 
do to change the outcome of these predictions. But we can be 
prepared. Planning for the safety of your boat and where it will 
survive best is a lot like the real estate business: location, loca-
tion, location. And determining what steps you need to take 
should begin before a hurricane threatens.  
 

Where to keep your boat 
 A secure marina may not be the most hospitable location 
during a hurricane. There are several important considerations. 
Does the dockmaster have an established hurricane plan in 
place? If not, will you be required to evacuate? The physical 
characteristics of the marina, its surroundings as well as the 
layout, construction and design of piers and slips all play an 
important role in the safety of your boat. And despite your best 
planning efforts, your neighbor may not have been so diligent in his. Loose boats in a marina wreak havoc. 
 If you plan to keep your boat in a marina, you’ll need to consider your boat and slip design as well as the harbormas-
ter’s configuration. Many marinas designate that alternate slips be vacated when a storm approaches. Others require 
complete evacuation. 
 Assess the condition of the marina docks. Are cleats firmly attached? Are the pilings solid? Can the physical condi-
tion of the docks, piers, pilings and cleats withstand the tremendous forces involved in hurricane conditions? 
 If your boat is to remain at a dock, you’ll need to devise a docking plan radically different from your normal arrange-
ment. For most boats, consider pointing the bow toward open water if possible. If not, try to point the bow toward the 
least protected direction. Unlike boats at anchor or on a mooring, a boat lashed down in a marina cannot turn to face 
oncoming wind and waves, which may come from totally opposite directions during the course of the storm, radically 
redirecting the forces on a vessel. 
 The key to your docking plan should be long lines -- the longer the better -- to accommodate the predicted storm 
surge. A good rule of thumb: Storm lines should be at least as long as the boat itself. The BOAT/U.S. Catastrophe Team 
estimated that as many as 50 percent of the thousands of boats damaged during Hurricane Andrew could have been 
saved by using better dock lines and docking arrangements. 
Using longer lines will require using other boat owners’ pilings and cleats, and vice versa. Lines may have to be run 
across marina waterways to facing pilings or to anchors placed in channels. That requires extra planning with other boat 
owners and marina management. By the time you’ve completed docking your boat, it should resemble a spider in the 
center of a web. 
 Your efforts should prevent your boat from moving laterally and at the same time allow it to rise and fall during storm 
surge. Storm surge may raise your boat completely above adjacent pilings. If your boat isn’t held securely in place, it 
may be impaled when the surge recedes. Make sure the dock lines cannot slip off the tops of the pilings. 
 Severe storm surge may completely submerge docks, pilings and cleats. Floating docks present a different set of 
problems. Storm surge may lift them high enough to slip off their pilings and float away. Many marinas are protected by 
breakwaters or jetties. They may be totally submerged by storm surge, exposing your normally secure marina to in-
creased fetch, open ocean surge and high waves. 
Canals, rivers and waterways are usually better alternatives to marinas, although many of the same problems exist. And 
each requires a different approach. In canals, try to secure your boat in the center, tying the boat to both sides using the 
spider web technique. Move as far up the canal as possible; the boat will be better protected from storm surge and you 
reduce the possibility of blocking access to other boats. In wider canals and waterways, secure your boat to anything 
available: trees, secure pilings and anchors. The more lines and anchors, the better. Again, use lines as long as possi-
ble. 
 One successful technique involves using prebuilt chain and line assemblies. Secure one end of each assembly to a 
cleat, piling or tree on shore, the other to heavy shackles on one end of the chain. On the boat side of the chain, another 
shackle and heavy line attach to your boat’s deck cleats. This arrangement makes each line individually adjustable from 
the deck. Adjust the lines until each length of chain exerts an equal pull on the boat. This prevents the boat from being 
blown far enough in any direction to come in contact with other boats or objects on shore. 

In a blow, the boat is forced to lift the chain. As the wind subsides, the chain settles back down, re-centering 
the boat. This arrangement also allows for significant amounts of storm surge while keeping the boat cen-
tered, because all chain assemblies must be lifted simultaneously. Additional weights (such as lead ingots,  
 

(Continued on Page 5) 



Nansemond Light Page 5 April 2015 October 2016 

Hurricane Preparedness for Boaters 
Reprinted from www.cruisingworld.com 

(Continued from Page 4) 
 

barbell weights, and so on) can be added to the catenary of the chain to increase its effectiveness. 
Hurricane holes also offer an alternative to crowded marinas. In an ideal hurricane hole sturdy, tall trees and root lattices 
tend to protect the boat from high winds, in addition to providing excellent terminal points for dock lines and anchors. 
Sturdy moorings in protected harbors are also a good alternative to crowded marinas or canals. A boat on a mooring can 
swing freely to face the wind, reducing windage, and it can’t be slammed into a dock unless the anchor(s) or mooring 
drags. Several questions arise: What constitutes a sturdy mooring, and will it hold in a hurricane? Other considerations in 
a harbor are the depth of water and the type of bottom. The proximity of other boats is also a concern. 

 Considerable testing of the holding power of anchors in all 
types of bottoms has been conducted by West Marine, BOAT/
U.S., numerous anchor manufacturers and Cruising World 
(April ’96). Most effective were the fluke-type anchors such as 
Bruce, CQR and Danforth, which bury themselves under load. 
Mushroom and dead-weight anchors drag with relatively little 
effort. A mushroom anchor that isn’t sufficiently buried has al-
most no holding power. During the "Storm Of The Century" in 
March 1993, which pushed 90-knot winds through my anchor-
age in Key Largo, Florida, a 40-foot yawl dragged a 10’ x 10’ x 
12"-thick slab of concrete 75 yards. 
 One particularly effective arrangement is to use three bury-
ing-type storm anchors with chain rodes, deployed 120 degrees 
apart and connected together using a heavy swivel. This moor-
ing arrangement was one of the few that held during Hurricane 
Bob’s onslaught. 
In all mooring and anchoring arrangements, remember to in-

crease scope to allow for storm surge -- 10:1 if possible. Use heavy, oversized chain and oversized line in an approxi-
mate 50/50 ratio for the bow line. If you are using all-chain rode, use a sturdy snubber approximately 1/10 the length of 
the rode. The addition of a sentinel (riding weight) to the rode will lower the angle of pull on the anchor and reduce jerk-
ing and strain on the boat. Remember that additional scope requires additional swinging room. 
 Depth and bottom type must also be considered. Normal depths may be altered radically during the approach or de-
parture of a storm. Allow enough scope for storm surge. Conversely, if depths are minimal, your boat may go aground if 
the wind blows the water out of the harbor. Are there rocks? Your boat may survive the storm only to be torn apart as the 
storm recedes. 
 Test the holding ground. Anchor pull tests show that the best holding grounds are hard sand, soft sand, clay, mud, 
shells and soft mud, roughly in that order. Note that burying-type anchors in an ideal bottom may be impossible to re-
trieve after a storm. 
 No matter where you’ve decided to keep your boat -- in a marina, at a dock, in a canal, hurricane hole or on a moor-
ing, there are several additional points to consider: chafe, cleats and chocks, and windage. Hurricane-force winds exert 
tremendous strains on boat’s hardware. 
 Chafe protectors are essential on all lines, wherever you keep your boat. Unprotected lines will chafe and sever with-
in minutes under the rigorous conditions of a hurricane. Boats on a mooring are particularly vulnerable because the boat 
is usually held in place using only two pennants; the enormous forces generated are concentrated on only two lines. 
 Depending on your boat, wave surge may increase loading by 1.5 times the values shown. These same forces are 
transmitted to the mooring; make sure all eye splices have thimbles to reduce wear at the attachment point on the moor-
ing. 
 Nylon line is well known for its ability to stretch under loads. Under severe loading, however, friction from stretching 
increases the internal temperature of the line to the point of meltdown. Heat from increased chafe accelerates the wear-
ing process. Normal chafing gear is totally inadequate under hurricane conditions. Chafe protectors must be strong and 
longer. Secure the chafe protectors to the docking lines. Canvas protectors can be sewn or tied to the line in a similar 
fashion. 
 Lines should also be larger in diameter to resist chafe and excessive stretching. Generally you should use 1/2-inch 
line on boats up to 25 feet, 5/8-inch line for boats 25 to 34 feet and 3/4 to one-inch line for larger boats. Double up on 
critical lines. Use chafe gear wherever the line comes in contact with anything such as chocks, pulpits, pilings or trees. 
Longer, larger and more numerous lines will require larger cleats and chocks. In addition, the extra forces exerted during 
a hurricane will require stronger attachments of the cleats to the deck. Determine the size of lines you’ll be using and, if 
necessary, add bigger cleats to accommodate them. 
 

By: Ed Eisenberger, an independent marine electronics consultant and the electronics manager for West Marine in Key 
Largo, Florida. He lives aboard and sails his 41-foot ketch, Wandering Star, where he keeps a close eye on the weather. 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot, S 

            

Paddleboard Safety 
 

 Whether it’s paddling the kayak or canoe for a 
day of fishing or just to enjoy some time on the wa-
ter, studies show the numbers of people reaching 
for a paddle and heading out doors is increasing. 
Paddle sport activities including kayaking, inflata-
bles, rafting and stand up paddle boarding, are gain-
ing national popularity since 2010 there has been an  

increase of more than 3 million people. While paddle sports offer a great time on the water the activities do 
have some risks for those unprepared or undereducated. That is why they must wear a life jacket and take 
a safety course. In 2015 nationwide 68 people died canoeing and 71 died kayaking according to the coast 
guard figures. The most common cause of fatal accidents were capsizing or falling overboard. More than 
83% who were not wearing a life jacket drowned. Those heading out on paddle boards, kayaks and canoes 
are reminded that each are considered water craft. Users are required to have a wearable PFD on board 
while on the water and must follow the same navigation laws pertaining to all water craft. 
 To better prepare for a safe and enjoyable time on the water, paddlers should consider these 10 safety 
tips: 

1. Take a safety course 
2. Wear a life jacket 
3. Cold water safety starts at 77 degrees 
4. Learn and follow navigation rules. 
5. Follow a safety check before going out 
6. Consider potential to wildlife and habitat 
7. Know your limits 
8. Carry a sound producing device 
9. Keep an eye on the weather 
10. Leave a detailed float plan 

 

MMSI 
 The Maritime Mobile Service Identity is a nine digit 

number used by maritime digital Selective calling (DSC), 

automatic identification systems (AIS) and certain other 

equipment to uniquely identify your vessel and location. 

This system send an emergency notification to identify 

your vessel and location to make a rescue easier. Recrea-

tional boaters who carry a marine radio and who remain in 

the US waters can obtain a MMSI through Boat US 1-800 

563-1536, SeaTow 1-800 4SEATOW. If you have bought 

or sold a boat you should update your MMSI. 

Funny for the Day… 
 
 

 Two guys are fishing in a boat under a bridge. One looks up and sees a funeral pro-
cession starting across the bridge. 
 He stands up, takes off his cap, and bows his head. The procession crosses the 
bridge and the man puts on his cap, picks up his rod and reel, and continues fishing. 
 The other guy says, "That was touching. I didn't know you had it in you." 
 The first guy responds, "Well, I guess it was the least thing I could do, after all I was 
married to her for 40 years." 
 

-from www.diy-wood-boat.com 
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Notes From the USPS® Governing Board Meeting 2016 
 

    The 2016 Governing Board Meeting, held in Pittsburgh, concluded on Saturday 27 August. By all accounts 
it was a successful meeting. Besides the department and committee meetings available on Thursday, there 
were a number of seminars offered on Friday. These included but were not limited to: Squadron Growth – 
Finding What Works, Instructor Development, and SERAT Does It All on the Water. The official meeting at-
tendance on Saturday was 405. Many of these members and their guests enjoyed the abundant sightseeing 
opportunities around Pittsburgh, including cruises on the 3 rivers, rides on the famous Incline Cable Cars, 
and for some a Pirates baseball game. The hotel was conveniently located with a variety of restaurants within 
a few blocks.  
     

     Some of the actions at the meeting included: 
The Finance Committee proposed a motion to increase dues $2.00, effective date 1 December 2016. 

This would set the dues rate for a regular active member at $53.00, family units headed by a regular 
active at $79.50, and family units headed by a life member or a sustaining member at $26.50. This 
motion passed. 

Announcement by the Member Benefits Committee of 2 new benefits: 
VSP – Individual Vision Care. This is a national not-for-profit vision care company 
Wyndham Hotel Group – 20% savings on their variety of hotel chains 

              For further information on these programs and a complete list of Member    
              Benefits, go to the Member Home Page on the National Website, click on the  
              Site Index, then Member Benefits. 
 

Reported by R/C Kathleen Lambert, AP 

 

 Commander Norman inducted Frank S. Brown & Buena Peacock, and 
Jeff & Terri Horne into our squadron 13 September 2016. Then all mem-
bers recited the USPS® Pledge! Then they were given their pins and 
their Nansemond River Power Squadron burgees. With over thirty mem-

4 New Members Inducted into NRPS at Last General Meeting! 

bers in attendance, it was a great 
meeting.  Thank you Frank for 
making the slips with the pledge 
for those of us who don’t have it 
memorized! (Though it was no-
ticed that the Past Commanders 
in room all seemed to know it 
well!) We also have 2 more new 
members to induct-go NRPS! 
 

-The Editor 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Norman Fisher, AP 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
Ass’t to the Editor: Sarah Curling 
Contributing: Photographer: Lt Mary South 

 

2015-2016 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Norman Fisher, AP 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Susan Faurot, S 

11 October   General Squadron Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA 
 

28-30 October  Halloween Cruise, Tidewater Yacht and Marina 
        Portsmouth VA 
  

12 November  NRPS Annual Auction and Dinner 
        American Legion Hall, Smithfield VA 

 

17-20 November D5 Fall Education Conference    

        Hyatt Regency, Cambridge MD 

 

NRPS 2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events 


