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Come For the Boating Education...Stay For the Friends!
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Hello to All…

Cdr Norman
Fisher, AP

...And a happy end to August. It feels like the
weather gods are finally lowering the temperature and we will be able to go back to wearing
one shirt a day. When the temperature index
was in the low one hundreds I tried the trick of
putting a frying pan in the sun for a few hours
and frying an egg. Yes I actually fried an egg.
That’s enough about my Doctorial science projects.
In regards to our boats, they are taking a
beating in the sun. Keep them clean and keep

them waxed. More importantly put fans inside the cabin and engine room to keep the air circulated.
Fans create a positive air flow and reduces the heat and condensation. Condensation is one of the
worst enemies to the inside of a boat.
Subject change - My articles will be short because our Bridge Officers will share with everyone all
the great activities we have participated in and the adventures that are coming up.
This Squadron is an outstanding organization and flourishes because of our members’ commitments to boating, boating safety, boating education while having a whole bunch of fun.
See everyone at the next general meeting.

USPS MMSI Registrations Setting Records
USPS® has continued to experience a record-setting month in July 2016 with 723 new MMSI
numbers assigned. MMSI, or Maritime Mobile Service Identity, numbers are used for identifying vessels (your own and others) using VHF/DSC and AIS radio systems. July was our busiest month ever
and continues an upward trend from 403 in July 2015 and 133 in July 2014. Please help us continue
to get the word out that new users—not traveling
internationally—can get free MMSI numbers from
USPS® at
Contents:
http://www.usps.org/php/mmsi/home.php.
-From USPS New Blast, Sept 2016

Vessel Safety Check
(VCS) Update
To date, Nansemond River Power Squadron VSC Examiners
have performed 274 VSC’s with
a goal of 365 for the year. Only
91 to go-Great job all!!
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

In an effort to ensure our continued growth and
level of excellence as a Squadron, your Bridge will be
sending out a survey asking for your input to help us
prepare for the future. When you receive your electronic copy (we will prepare some hard copies for
those who are not on email), PLEASE take the time to
provide your insights, interests and desires for our
Squadron.

The United States Power Squadrons’ National Governing Board meeting is going on in Pittsburgh as I
write this. As the D5 Assistant Educational Officer, I was able to use electronic capabilities to listen in on the
Education Committee on the 25th of August and also get updates on things happening in all the areas. I’ll be
sharing this information with our SEO (he’ll be in a conference call with D5 Educational Officer too) so we can
be up-to-date with what is coming down the road from Raleigh.
One of the joys of living where we do is the
availability of boating activities of different styles. The
next couple of months afford us the chance to
participate in 5 opportunities within our D5 region.
Check these out. While not in our cruising
neighborhood, per se, they are easily reached by
land yacht.
27 Sep—2 Oct brings us the TrawlerFest at the
Bay Bridge Marina, at the base of the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge at Kent Narrows, MD. TrawlerFest is more than a boat show; it’s where industry, education, and
community come together in a relaxed, rendezvous-type atmosphere. TrawlerFest is an experience you
simply won’t want to miss! For information on the seminars they are offering, go to
http://www.passagemaker.com/events/trawlerfest-bay-bridge-2016/. Cost is $15 pre-show, $18 at the door,
includes a seminar of choice.
XO Article Continued on Page 7

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Bob Wallace,
SN

Another wonderful cruise is over. We had nine
boats at York River Yacht Haven and we had a great
time despite the fact that we were spread out all over
the Marina. Several of us arrived on Thursday and
just kind of hung out. There were thunder storms on
Friday that prompted us to request the use of the club
house for Friday and Saturday night. The rest of the
weekend was great, the weather was very hot but the
pool was very relaxing. This is a great place for a fun

cruise during July or August. The staff at York River Yacht Haven were very helpful and courteous the entire
time we were there. They did their best to put us closer together but there were no slips available.
Frank was a movie star again. Frank Hudson was scheduled to perform but his boat would not start, that
left Marty Lafferty without a boat to film. Sooooo! Frank volunteered and was a movie star again, he will probably get an OSCAR for this performance.
There was one small issue that came to light and could
not be fully explained. Our televisions would not work the
entire time we were there. There were several opinions
why but nothing definitive. Once we got underway they
worked just fine. Just want folks to be aware of this small
issue. Next cruise will be to COINJOCK on 23-25 September. As of now we have 7 boats signed up. Please
check your reservations as I am told that another group
will be at COINJOCK during our cruise so it could get
pretty crowded Just a reminder that the annual auction
is to be held in Smithfield on 12 November. Please start
gathering up all your treasures in preparation for this historic event and remember that one man's junk is another
man's treasure.
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CLASS SCHEDULES/OPPORTUNITIES
FOR 2016

Educational
Officer’s Report

Next ABC3 Class— None scheduled till Fall
Piloting - Date under review
Instructor Development - Date TBD

Lt/C H.J. South, S

Nansemond River Power Squadron’s summer cruising schedule is complete but we have the fall trips to
look forward to, hopefully with some cooler weather. Now it is time to plan our off season with a few classes.
We’re looking at the best time to get one more America’s Boating Course scheduled before winter. I have a
few folks that have called, so I have a short list already started.
As for the other two classes that our members have show interest in, they are Piloting and Instructor Development. If you want to take either of these classes, please contact me.
When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call or send me an e-mail if you have any ideas or requests
for a class or seminar. I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 580-6774.

News from National...Decal Awareness Program (DAP)
There is a new replacement tool in the Vessel Safety Check (VSC) tool box called
"DAP" acronym for "Decal Awareness Program". The flyers and posters were designed
to display the three primary aspects of the United States Power Squadrons: EDUCATION, SAFETY, and CAMARADERIE. Using the Vessel Safety Check decal at its nucleus is beneficial, as it's a recognizable symbol. Another benefit of the flyer is Squadrons
and VEs can add their contact information electronically from their computer. Also displayed on the flyer is the Quick Response (QR) code for the USPS® web site, plus a QR
code for the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary VSC locater web site. This is a new National project that
adheres to the USPS® branding manual policy.
"Save a Life" boater safety signs were designed to be placed at recreational merchant locations & boat
ramps. By including the form 7012, boaters will know in advance what is expected in order to pass a
VSC. One of the signs is designed to have a Squadron address box and the other is a Universal sign that
combines the USPS® & USCGAUX.
With your leadership and support the Decal Awareness Program can increase the annual Vessel Safety
Checks.

DAP Announcement quoted from Safety Committee Webpage
Member Site of the United States Power Squadrons® National Website

Congratulations...
To P/C Bob Eure, AP and
Donna Eure on the birth of their
first grandchild,
Claire Elizabeth.

September Birthdays
Gail Aikin, S
Lt/C Frank Brown AP-IN
Lt Gene Monroe, AP-IN
Carl Smith

13 September
15 September
23 September
23 September

“I finally snapped,” the man said. “Last night
while I was going over the bills, I discovered how
much money my wife squanders and I hit the
roof.” “What did you do?” asked his friend. “I
stormed into the bedroom and gave her a lecture
on economy and thrift.” “Did it help?” “I’ll say. Tomorrow we’re selling my boat and its equipment.”
-From www.thetravelart.com
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Also to Lt/C HJ South, S
and Mary South on the birth of
their first grandchild,
Leland Jefferson!
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Pictorial...Hawaiian Luau-NRPS Style!
York River Yacht Haven, 19-21 August 2016
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Pictorial...Hawaiian Luau-NRPS Style!
York River Yacht Haven, 19-21 August 2016
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Safety
Officer’s Report

I want to thank Carl Smith for writing this special
article on Risk Assessment. Carl is on my Safety
Committee and will be providing our Squadron with
many important safety tips in the future!

Lt Susan Faurot, S
Risk AssessmentWe have boats because we enjoy being out on
the water and messing about in boats. There are,
however, significant risks associated with operating
watercraft and we need to manage and mitigate
those risks in order to safely enjoy our chosen sport
or hobby or avocation.
All of us assess risk on a regular basis in many
aspects of life. We should certainly do risk assessments when operating or getting ready to operate
our boats. Risk assessment will give us one of three outcomes:
(1) GO - go ahead with the planned operation,
(2) NO GO - don’t do it, and
(3) NOT NOW - not until some condition or combination of conditions changes.
These are some components of the decision:
Operator condition-are you tired, are you sick, and you distracted by outside influences?
Sometimes we go on our boats to get a break from the distractions of life, but you need to assess when
there are too many things going on that may affect your ability to operate safely. This does not happen
very often with most people, but you need to be aware that it can.
Fatigue is a major contributor to most mishaps. Human
beings get tired and don’t perform at peak ability after being
up for long periods, doing stressful things, and being subjected to wind, sun, and motion for extended periods. If you start
out on a voyage without good rest and nutrition, you are already below peak, and you will wear out even more quickly as
time goes on.
Having a cold or other illness is a significant detriment to
your ability to safely operate, and it can be significantly compounded by many medicines. That warning label on medicines about operating machinery and vehicles applies to
boats, too.
Boat condition-We all try to maintain our boats in good condition, but they may not be 100% on all systems all the time.
Mechanical and electrical devices around salt water just don’t
last forever. Length of the planned voyage, daylight conditions during the voyage and at the destination,
your level of familiarity with the route and destination, and redundancy of systems are part of the mix in determining whether your boat is ready to make a voyage. It may not be perfect, but it had to be good
enough.
Darkness in any part of the planned voyage makes a significant difference on the level of operator ability
required to make the trip safely. Everything is more difficult at night and it is easier to make a navigation
mistake. Operators must have proper night lighting at helm consoles and be able to adjust brightness of
electronic displays so night vision is not impaired.
Crew ability becomes more important as the voyage gets longer. The captain has to take a break sometime, and having a capable relief at the helm makes everything easier and slows the onset of fatigue.
Weather, weather, weather. All of the above factors can be made more severe by adverse weather. Operator fatigue shows up faster, the possibility of injury due to boat motion increases, and navigation is more
difficult in heavy weather. Weather alone may put your risk assessment into the no go column.
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XO Article Cont’d from Pg. 2

Annapolis, MD is the host for the United States Sailboat and Powerboat Shows (2 separate shows to focus on each type of boating.) that are very popular with D5 members...
6 — 10 October SAILBOAT SHOW. Sailors from
around the globe gather on miles of docks in historic
Annapolis. This internationally acclaimed sailboat show
is the largest and oldest in-water sailboat show in the
world. Sailors have the unique opportunity to compare
boats from six feet to 80. Exciting new sailboats from
major manufacturers include new designs and models
that make their debut at the United States Sailboat
Show. Miles of docks are constructed to display everything from brand new cruising sailboats, multi and
mono hull, to kayaks, paddleboards, and canoes. Shop
for the latest in navigational equipment, high-tech electronics, inflatables, clothing, gear and boating accessories and related services such as boating clubs, charter
companies, insurance firms, and lending institutions.
13 — 16 October POWERBOAT SHOW. The
same miles of docks exhibit everything from luxurious motor and ocean-going yachts and trawlers to highperformance powerboats and offshore fishing machines. On display are boats of every style from 8' to 90' including family cruisers, a center console fishing collection, inflatables, paddleboards, ski boats, and powerboats. Same information and equipment as for the Sailboat show will be available here too.
20 — 23 October SAIL REGATTA & FALL FESTIVAL, hosted at Herrington Harbor South, at Tracys
Landing MD (southwest of Kent Island on the western side of the Bay). The 2016 D/5 Sail Regatta and Fishing Tournament, and Fall Festival, is hosted by the Annapolis Squadron. Planning for this event, the District’s
most FUN activity, is being orchestrated by Annapolis Cdr Joel Hilden.
Boaters and landlubbers will be welcome for docktails on Friday afternoon 21 Oct to Herrington Harbour
South, which boasts a seven-foot MLLW approach channel, ample transient slips, on-site inn with guest
rooms, suites, and condos, and Beach Pavilion for Captain & Crew Meetings and the Awards Banquet. The
on-the-water events are scheduled for Saturday afternoon 22 October, followed by the Awards Banquet Saturday evening. The event will close with a farewell breakfast Sunday morning 23 October.
17 — 20 November D5 FALL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE, Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay, Cambridge, MD, hosted by Cambridge Sail and Power Squadron. The annual Educational Conference returns to
Cambridge, MD. For information and registration, go to www.USPSD5.org and click on the link on the left for
the registration form. Multiple educational presentations will be given and I will be sending out the agenda as
soon as we finalize it.
Hope you can participate in any of these functions. Grace and I will be at the D5 Fall Conference. Make
plans to join us, you’ll be glad you did!!

Since Hurricane Season is Upon Us...Be Prepared BEFORE one comes…..

□Check your marine insurance carefully to see if you are required to take some action in order to make the

claim valid.
□Check with your marina and find out their policy for handling hurricanes. In some States marinas can order
all boats to leave.
□If you are going to move your boat, determine where ahead of time.

□Learn the storm surge history and elevation of your area.
□Learn safe routes inland and make plans of where you will evacuate to.
□Inventory the property on your boat...with video equipment if possible. Plan what will be removed from the

boat and what must stay.
□Keep all legal documents such as registration, insurance policy, marina rental agreement, radio license etc.
in one easily moved, secure container. Make an inventory of documents, photos, and other irreplaceable articles that need to be taken in case of an evacuation.
-From www.boatsafe.com
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Place

Nansemond River Power Squadron

Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS 2016 Calendar of Upcoming Events
13 September

General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA

20 September

Bridge Meeting, Suffolk VA

23-25 September

Coinjock Cruise, Coinjock Marina, NC

28-30 October

Halloween Cruise, Tidewater Yacht & Marina
Portsmouth VA

12 November

Annual Auction & Dinner
American Legion Hall, Smithfield VA

17-20 November

D5 Fall Education Conference, Hyatt Regency, Cambridge MD
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Ass’t to the Editor: Sarah Curling
Contributing: Photographer: Lt Mary South
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