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 The committee chairs who took on the challenge of being hosts were headed by Lt/C Grace Brown P. 
With Lt/C Mary Fisher AP (Registration), Bob Wallace (Docking and Facilities), Lt Mary South (Decorations), 
and help from Lt/C Gregg Martin AP, VBSPS (Games) and Cathy Hudson, CSPS (50/50 and Silent Auction), 
we filled in the schedule blocks and support needs with these NRPS members: 
 Registration: Mary South, Lt Cheryl Hanbury, Donna Eure S, Lt Susan Faurot S & Betty Michael.  
 Docking: Lt/C H. J. South S, PC Mike Michaels AP, P/C Doug Fisher S, 1st/Lt Carl Smith SN, Lt/C 
Butch Baxter P, P/C Art Aikin SN, P/C Lin Hanbury AP and P/D/C Drex Bradshaw AP. 
 Decorations: Cheryl Hanbury           Rental Chair PickUp & Delivery: Bob Wallace & Mike Murphy 
 50/50—Silent Auction: Kim Schulze P, Mike Gambacorta, Theresa Abercrombie, Gail Aikin S, P/C 
Donnie Weaver AP, P/C Rana Weaver AP. 
 NPRS Attendees (not on a committee): Gerry & George Berry (leaving 19 Aug to return to Naples 
for one more year) 
 D5 Meat & Greet Docktails participants: Although the docktails had to fight the rain, many  

  Making way... 
 

 WOW (What an Outstanding Weekend!) 
Through the efforts of 31 of our members (that is 
52% of our active members), the District 5 Summer 
Council Rendezvous was an unqualified success! 
We have received calls and been the recipient of 
kind words on Facebook from many who came. 
Even with unfriendly weather, all agreed it was a 
wonderful event. 
 Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN shares what we did for the 
weekend. I wish to take this space to thank YOU, 
the members, who served and supported it. I am so 
proud and lucky to be the Commander for the best 
Squadron (IMHO!!!) 

agreed that it was a unique idea and there were 
many folks walking D-Dock sharing our goodies and 
having a good time. Thanks to  Teresa Abercrombie 
(and Mike!), P/C Bonnie Murphy AP, Betty Michael,  
the Aikins, the Bradshaws, the Baxters, the Browns 
(and Grace’s friend Vicki Nichols who smoked the 
salmon!), Susan Faurot, P/C Gary AP & Evelyn 
Kirts, Carl Smith, the Souths and the Wallaces, the 
Schulzes, & BOTH sets of Fishers for serving on the 
D5 STOPS on the Docks. Many agree this is a great 
idea, maybe moving it to Thursday evening at future 
events. 
 Looking forward to seeing all of you at our 8 Au-
gust meeting at George’s Steakhouse. We have new 
members to induct and report on our Change of 
Venue effort. See you there!! 
   

frank.brown915@gmail.com, cell 757-472-4178. 
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
 Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
 

 Before I report on the D5 COUNCIL and SUMMER 
RENDEZVOUS I want to report on the sea conditions 
on the way over to CAPE CHARLES 23 June. The 
forecast was not favorable but it turned out to be une-
ventful  until  this experienced seaman with a pro-
found knowledge of the sea and all things nautical de-
cided not to follow the way points but to take a more 
direct and easier navigable route, that being the 
CHERRYSTONE CHANNEL.  It quickly became  ap- 

parent that I had made an error, and the Admiral  was reminding me of that fact . We were taking heavy seas 
on the port side that were heeling was over at least 35-40 degrees. We were unable to take the seas off our 
bows because of the crab pots, especially the ones that were below the surface. We finally cleared the area 
without mishap topside but below decks was a shambles. My advice to anyone considering using the 
CHERRYSTONE CHANNEL is DO NOT, it is very dangerous.  
 The D5 COUNCIL and SUMMER RENDEZVOUS was a resounding success. There were at least 23 
boats from 8 squadrons: Nansemond River, Virginia Beach, Colonial, Dundalk, Mid-Potomac, Delaware 
River. Kent Narrows, Potomac River and Absecon Island, and add to that all the folks staying at The 
Renaissance representing 25 of our 30 squadrons, and over 120 people!  The weather was terrible but did 
not deter folks from having a great time. ETA’S could not be adhered to due to weather conditions on the Bay 
but that did not cause any problems. Boats arrived singly or in groups. There were plenty of volunteers to 
greet and secure the boats when they came in. Those that volunteered for specific times were present 
whether boats came in or not, Dick Zahn came from Virginia Beach arrived at 0800 and did not leave until 
approximately 1800, he did manage to secure two boats however, talk about dedication.  
 Those manning the registration tent and the Silent Auction & 50/50 raffle ticket sales refused to be 
effected by the weather, they manned that tent until the wind and rain became so bad that the tent had to be 
taken down.  
 Some activities had to be cancelled but others continued through the rain and wind, those being golf, 
booze bingo, duck hunting and filming the movie stars in the pool. Of course our Commander Frank Brown 
managed to get a vessel inspection completed, his motto is similar to that of the Post Office, wind, rain nor 
dark of night will not deter him from completing an inspection. The conference room was packed to capacity, 
there were folks doing crafts and plenty more playing booze bingo. There were so many occupants   people 
were sitting on the floor, the weather certainly brought everyone together.    
 Dock tails almost did not happen due to the weather and the amount of food and people attending the 

Commanders reception in the conference room. There 
simply was not enough time or space to allow us to prepare 
so a command decision was made to continue with our 
plans for Dock tails on the pier. It took less than 10 minutes 
for the pier to be set up, it was like magic.  There was 
plenty of food and libations for all. The rains and wind held 
off until everyone had their fill.  
 Dinner at the Renaissance Hotel was superb, the service 
was excellent . After dinner the awards were presented and 
the 50/50 was drawn. It was a great time for all those 
present. The way back to the piers was a little unpleasant as 
the rain was coming done sideways and a gale warning was 
in effect.   
 It was obvious that a great deal of effort and planning 

were expended to ensure that this event was successful, 

congratulations to all who made this happen.          

Nansemond River Power Squadron’s Vessel Safety Check  SCORECARD 
 

       Our Goal for 2017                 400 
       VSC’s Conducted as of 3 August 2017  266 
 

We are currently at 67% of goal...and every 4 exams will add another percentage point  to our total! Not an 
examiner yourself and need you boat (or a friend!) examined? Just call P/C Larry Rountree AP at 757-934-

3355 and he’ll connect you with a VSC examiner! 
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 As I write this article, we are on the eve of the D5 
Summer Council Rendezvous taking place at Tide-
water Yacht Marina in Portsmouth, VA.  As of this 
writing (24 July) the weather looks so/so, but not as 
hot as these last several days.  The special commit-
tee put together by NRPS to oversee this event 
promises a good time and camaraderie for all. We 
have volunteers from Nansemond River, Colonial, 
and Virginia Beach Power Squadrons to ensure  

things run smoothly, well done.    This is what makes the USPS a great boating organization: we come from 
many backgrounds and put it all together for boating safety, boating education, and just plain fun on land & 
sea.   
 Looking ahead to our August 18-20 cruise to Blue Water 
Yachting Center in Hampton, VA, we have eight boats 
signed up on our Cruise Sheet but only one signed up with 
the marina as of 7-24.  The Browns and Wallaces have vol-
unteered to be the OD’s for this cruise.  
 The MAR-SUE is not going to be operational this sum-
mer, and Debbie and I are the OD’s for the Colonial Cruise 
to Yorktown.  Since we are not on our boat, we feel we must 
withdraw as OD’s for this cruise.  Whoever volunteers, we 
will gladly assist by land for whatever is needed to make this 
a successful cruise.  Please think about this, and the cruise 
sign-up sheet will be available at the next general meeting.  
Happy safe, sailing & motoring, 

SHIPS STORE 
 From the Ships Store, shirts ordered by Cheryl Hanbury are in and available upon request or at the next general 
meeting.  Expecting a shipment our squadron’s large burgees (14X21) any day and should also be available at the next 

general meeting.                                thebaxters@mar-sue.com, cell 757-262

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South S 
          

  

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Butch Baxter P

 Summer is here and we are back on the water. 
Seeing some of the things other boaters are doing can 
make one think they really need a class !   With that 
same mind set, the same thing could be said about all 
of us boaters at some time or another, so that’s my 
lead in to this month’s article.  Most of the folks in the 
Squadrons have taken classes over the years to 
achieve their goals and then stopped. Take a little 
time to look at the list of all the training that the Power 

Squadrons have for us and  start a new plan for taking some additional training.  
  Classes Available: 
SEAMANSHIP (S) , PILOT (P),  ADVANCED PILOT (AP),  JUNIOR NAVIGATOR (JN) , NAVIGATOR (N)  
Elective Courses Available  
CRUISE PLANNING, ENGINE MAINTENANCE , INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT,  
MARINE ELECTRONICS, SAIL, WEATHER   
Members of NRPS can continue their boating education through a number of seminars, each lasting 2 hours 
in length. Most seminars  are offered in a classroom format. Some are more hands-on and are done “in the 
field” (or “on the water”.)  

  Many Seminars Available (Ask me for the complete brochure) 

 As I wrote last month, I would highly recommend taking some time to watch the safe boating videos that 
were produced last year by the United States Power Squadrons.  They can be accessed through the USPS 
digital media library at uspsdml.org  There is a variety of other educational information at this site and is cer-
tainly worth looking at.  Please share this resource with other boaters, particularly less experienced boaters, 
that you know. 
 If you have an area where you would like instruction, please give me a call.  Your input is always welcome 
and appreciated.  I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774. 

mailto:thebaxters@mar-sue.com


USPS® Member Benefits    
              

             Information Provided By Lt Cheryl Hanbury 
 

This month we’re going to look at some more goods and services discounts of-
fered to members.   
 

1.  11th Hour offers quality printing and promotional item services at reduced rates 
for members (banners, brochures, bags, tents, printed materials).  They are offer-
ing USPS members a 15% discount on many of their promotional items and pro-
vide high quality printing for anything you can think of with a logo.  They are also 
event planners and can provide some great ideas for your next event.  You can provide them your high reso-
lution artwork of they will do it for you.  You can see some of their designs at http://11thhourbiz.com.  Contact 
Shawn Salyers at ssalyers@11thhourbiz.com or call at 407-850-0708 ext. 220 or cell 407-432-3937 for more 
info. 
 

2.  Caskey Monograms & Embroidery offers custom embroidery for all your squadron, district and event 
needs at discounted prices.  They are offering all USPS members 15% discount on all apparel, embroidery, 
and the one time setup cost of digitizing custom logos.  Also 15% discount on polo shirts, hats, dress shirts, 
jackets, totes, etc.  No minimum.  Visit their website at www.caskeymonograms.com, contact them by phone 
at 561-844-5682, or email them at caskeymonogram@gmail.com. 
 

NOTE:  You can log on to usps.org and click on the member benefits button to learn more about these 

and other benefits!! 
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 News of Interest from our USPS Publication “News 
Blast” August 2017 

 

Copyright © 2017 United States Power Squadrons, All 
rights reserved.  

Dallas welcomes first-timers 
If you've been planning to attend your first national meeting, register now to attend the 2017 Governing 
Board Meeting in Dallas! You will receive helpful information, an invitation to a meet-and-greet with the na-
tional bridge, and a discount coupon for one item from the Ship’s Store. We look forward to giving you a big 
ol' Texas welcome.    
 

The Finance Committee needs your help 
The Finance Committee is looking for members. We are looking to add a staff commander to lead a fundrais-
ing initiative. If you have a background in fundraising, please submit your resume to the Committee on Nomi-
nations or contact me directly. We are also looking for additional committee members. If you have a finance 
or business background, please consider joining our committee.  
 

The Summer of Membership is in full swing 
July 4th parades and activities are behind us, but summer is far from over. Summer got off to a quick start for 
the Golden Corner Lakes Sail & Power Squadron, which held its 12th annual boat rides for clients and fami-
lies of the Tribble Center in June. This annual event promotes squadron retention and definitely provides a 
great service to the community. They’re in the running to win a new squadron banner; how about you? Learn 
more about their event in Dallas. Now it’s time for you to share your stories that promote membership.    
 

Start using new educational course completion certificates 
It’s time to start using the new educational course completion certificates. We will not be sending out educa-
tional course completion stickers for the old membership certificates, as there are new membership certifi-
cates and new printable educational course completion certificates. The new certificates can be accessed by 
the SEOs, squadron commanders as well as students. Visit usps.org, go to the "Information Center," select 
the member under the "Member Information" page, then select "Show Training History." Once there, you can 
either print a certificate that lists all the courses completed to date or each specific course certificate.  
 

 

mailto:ssalyers@11thhourbiz.com
http://www.caskeymonograms.com
mailto:caskeymonogram@gmail.com
http://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=3082a82f23&e=5bb355f82f
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News on Membership…..            By Lt Mary South, Membership Chair 
 

 

 Summer will soon be coming to an end but that’s no reason not consider becoming a member of United 
States Power Squadrons.  There are many activities that go on all year long!  As stated on their website, 
USPS was organized in 1914 and is a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to making boating safer 
and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and related subjects.  Our members are 
boating families who contribute to their communities by promoting safe boating through education.  We enjoy 
participating with our fellow members on the water and in the community.  It is not necessary to own a boat to 
be a member and to reap the rewards of being part of this wonderful organization.   USPS has some 45,000 
members organized into squadrons across the country and in some US territories.  USPS is America’s largest 
non-profit boating organization and has been honored by three US Presidents for its civic contributions.       
 Please visit our website, 
 www.nrpowersquadron.com, for more information about the Nansemond River Power Squadron.  Read 
about our events and enjoy our posted photos.  For a membership application, go to the website and follow 
the “Member/Application” link on the left hand side of the page.  Come for the Boating Education…stay for the 
Friends! Have you ever considered joining the United States Power Squadrons?  There are many great rea-
sons for joining and now is a great time!  Whether it’s safe boating, social interaction, or community service, 
USPS has something for you.  
 

Come for the Boating Education…Stay for the Friends! SM 

August Birthdays 
 

 

  Margaret Mills          8 August 
  Brenda Wallace JN     20 August 
  P/C Jack Eure JN     29 August 
  P/D/C Drex Bradshaw AP   31 August 

Cdr Frank Brown gives 1t/Lt Carl Smith SN, Teresa Aber-
crombie, and Bob & Kim Fino their new Member certificates at 
our last General Meeting! 

 Sending Speedy Recovery Prayers out to Buddy Krise P, 
who has really had a rough time of it but according to P/D/C 
Drex Bradshaw AP is finally on the mend. Buddy is out of the 
hospital now, in fact he’s heading to Manteo, NC to pick up 
his boat. His doctors told him just not to push it so four family 
members are accompanying him!! 

“When you said we were taking your ‘boat’ 
down the coast, I assumed the boat would be 
doing the work!” 

“He’s tired? I’m the one who planned the trip, 
did the shopping, packed the food, clothes, 
fishing gear and supplies!” 



NRPS Hosts theD5 Summer Council Rendezvous 

Tidewater Yacht Marina & The Renaissance, Portsmouth VA * 27-30 July 
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April 2 

 

 

NRPS Hosts the D5 Summer Council Rendezvous 

Tidewater Yacht Marine & The Renaissance * 27-30 July 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot S 

            

EMERGENCY ON THE CHESAPEAKE BAY 
 

 While getting prepared for our summer cruise to 
Cape Charles VA I got into the bilge to make my rou-
tine safety checks of fluid levels, gas sniff test, oil level 
and general look see to make sure I was ready to start 
my engine and we put on our life vests. The weather 
was an awesome clear day with five to ten knot winds 
off my stern as my crew Carl Smith and I prepared to  

cross the Chesapeake Bay. I usually travel with a companion boat, as often I pilot my boat alone and with a 
single engine prefer to have another competent boater with me. However, this day they were having boating 
problems so I decided since my crew, who is a well seasoned Captain we could make 
the crossing safely alone. 
 The cruise was uneventful as we made it close to Cape Charles when my boat’s 
RPMS didn’t match the speed I should have been going and at the same time my engine 
just didn’t sound “right” to me. So I throttled down and asked Carl to open the hatch. 
That was an “OH SH_ _ moment. Water was pouring into the bilge at an extremely rapid 
pace Carl could see it bubbling in so I turned off the engine to prevent 
water from being sucked into it. He got into the bilge which by this time 
the water had risen fourteen inches and continued to rise. Carl rapidly 
ascertained that the main raw water hose had become disconnected 
and he was able to reconnect it and hold it in place while I made sure the bilge 
pumps were pumping, the hand pump was also used along with a buck- et and a pan 
from the galley. Since we had the emergency under control I decided not to use my 
DSC button or call for help. 
 Once the water level had subsided to where we could asses how the problem oc-
curred we found the raw water hoses clamp had failed without signs of rust, as well 
as, when installed the mechanics failed to double clamp the hose. Fortunately I carry extra gear on board so 
the hose was doubled clamped. I now have another thing to put on my check list before going boating, check 
clamps. I’ve also placed my plugs of various sizes beside the bilge for an easy grab while boating alone 
should I ever have to stop a leak temporarily. 
 DO YOU KNOW ABOUT YOUR DCS?? 
 This is the RED button on your radio for DCS Digital Selective Calling and is also the most underused or 
understood emergency equipment on your boat. You need 
to get a MMSI Maritime Mobile Service Identity, this is your 
boats phone number, and may be obtained for free. 
DCS equipped radios 
 Continue sending distress signals even if the captain is 
incapacitated by pressing a button, anyone can do it. Pri-
vately hail another DCS equipped vessel or shore station or 
ring another boat 
Free up channel 16 and call groups of other stations or ves-
sels 
 You can even code in the nature of your distress by 
pushing several buttons to indicate fire, flooding, collision, 
grounding disabled and adrift. 
 To set up your boat 
  1 Make sure your radio is less than 15 yrs old. 
  2 Get an MMSI number from Sea Tow registration 
site, Boat US or US Power squadrons MMSI site 
  3 Find your owners manual or check online for direc-
tions to program your MMSI and how to work DCS. 
  4 be sure your radio is connected to your GPS 
                       cdrsfolly@aol.com, cell 757-436-1437.                                                 
 

 Q: How many boaters does it take to change a lightbulb? A: None, because the right size bulb isn’t on board, 

the local marine-supply store doesn’t carry that brand, and the mail-order house has them on back-order.  
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DAYS OF SUMMER 

Cruise 

Blue Water Yachting Center, Hampton VA 
18-20 August 2017 

Come Join Us for NRPS’s 

Easy Peasy Schedule for the Weekend: 
 

FRIDAY:  Cruise over at your leisure and we’ll plan on dinner at the Surf Rider Restaurant at 7 PM 
(1900 hrs).  Then we’ll all just relax and party on the dock! 
 

SATURDAY:  Brunch at 10 AM (1000 hrs), Bring your favorite breakfast food, Mimosa’s and 
Bloody Mary's will be provided. 
 Afternoon-Let’s all jump in the pool and cool off, cuz that’s what you do in the Dog Days of Sum-
mer! (Or if you want to sightsee, have at it!) 
 Docktail Dinner at 6 PM (1800 hrs)-Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided along with cold 
beer and lemonade. Y'all bring the sides, salads, fruits or desserts! Then we’ll party as long as we’re 
able!!! 
 

SUNDAY:  Fair winds and following seas as we depart! 

Cruise on over to Hampton as we celebrate summer with 

sheer fun and relaxation! We will be just like our squadron dogs that we 
love so well, and just lie around, and enjoy ourselves all weekend!! 

Marina Reservations: Please 
call 757-723-6774 to make 
your slip reservations 
 
Or Come by car and join us: 
1 Marina Rd., Hampton VA 

Please call OD’s 
Brenda Wallace 757-934-
7981 or Grace Brown 

757-816-9058 to let us know 
you’re coming, for the restau-
rant and to have enough 
grub!!! 



 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Nansemond Light Page 10  August 2017 

Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
Contributing Photographers: P/C Sari Lafferty AP 
                                              Lt Mary South 

 

2017-2018 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Butch Baxter P 
   Education Officer       Lt/C HJ South S 
   Asst Education Officer   1st/Lt Carl Smith SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Susan Faurot S 

8 August     NRPS General Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse, Holland Rd, Suffolk VA 
 

18-20 August   Dog Days of Summer Cruise 
        Bluewater Yachting Center, Hampton VA 
 

10-17 September  USPS Governing Board 
        Hilton Dallas Lincoln Center, Dallas TX 
 

22-24 September  Riverwalk Landing Marina Cruise 
        Yorktown VA 
 

27-29 October   D5 Educational Conference 
        Valley Forge Casino Resort, Valley Forge PA 

           

 

NRPS 2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events 


