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Come For the Boating Education...Stay For the Friends!
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“Twenty years from now you will be more
disappointed by the things that you didn't do
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the
bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor.
Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore.
Dream. Discover.”
- Mark Twain
Hello everyone. I’m not going to talk about
upcoming or past events. The Squadron Bridge
Officers will keep us informed. I am going to
emphasize how important and valuable the education our Squadron offers is to the public.
Several weeks ago I meet up with some old

Cdr Norman
Fisher, AP

friends who are also waterman I use to hang with when I was a younger guy. No wise cracks please.
We got on the topic of how unaware boaters are today of the waters in our surrounding area. The
Chesapeake Bay the James River and so on. I won’t repeat what they really said. What they really
harped on was most people they encountered had no clue how to read a chart. They relied on GPS
and for the most part didn’t know how to operate them and if they did they wouldn’t have an idea in
hell how to navigate if it failed.
What really surprised me was they said that’s why Squadrons like ours (NRPS) are so important.
The teaching and education of navigational charts and chart plotting (Piloting and Advance Piloting).
As Mr. Boatie (P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP) would say they are charts not maps.
I was pleasantly surprised that some well-seasoned waterman were aware that our Squadron existed.
So KUDOS to our SEO, ASEO and instructors!

Fair Winds Following – God Bless America
Your Nansemond Light editor is
very proud to announce that, once
again, The Nansemond Light has
been awarded the Distinctive
Communicator Award by The United States Power Squadrons® for
the 2016 year. NRPS also received the Distinctive Communicator award for
our website for the 2016 year.
These awards are given to for excellence in squadron communications, for meeting the highest
standards of excellence by
USPS®. Yay us!!!
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As we come to the end of this year, we are getting
ready for our next year. And there is an opportunities
for us to participate in a nation-wide program aimed at
providing boating safety education for all. As your XO,
I became a member of several computer-based foLt/C Frank Brown,
rums whose goal was to provide information for National Boating Safety.
AP-IN
NASBLA (National Association of Safe Boating
Law Administrators) is a national nonprofit, 501(c)3
organization that works to develop public policy for recreational boating safety. NASBLA represents the
recreational boating authorities of all 50 states and the U.S. territories. They offer a variety of resources,
including training, education standards, publications and more. Through a national network of thousands of
professional educators, law enforcement officers and volunteers, they affect the lives of over 76 million
American boaters.
This year they will again be sponsoring a National Campaign entitled “Spring Aboard-Take a Boating
Education Course” during the week of 19-25 March. This program is an all-out effort to publicize the many
Boating Education programs. Many organizations participate (including many squadrons throughout the US),
bringing attention to the need for education and training for our boating public. By participating in this
program we will be able to publicize our work in our service communities and draw attention to NRPS and
what we do. In conjunction with SEO HJ, we’ll have educational opportunities on the schedule and we’ll GET
THE WORD OUT!!
Also from our NASBLA reports, I noted that Maryland is looking into the issue of bow-riding, in light of the
death of a 9-year boy in Ocean City last August. He was riding on a pontoon, going about half-speed, when
he fell and was struck by the propeller. At least 14 states, including Virginia, explicitly prohibit bow riding,
according to NASBLA. So as we get involved with our VSC program, note the VA law and the potential to
protect our boaters in other states.
Our District 5 Spring Conference is set for 31 Mar—2 Apr. Officer Training will be held on Friday the 1st
(no, it is NOT an APRIL FOOL!!) Looking forward to another fun weekend with our many boating friends, all
anxious for boating season to arrive.

Executive
Officer’s Report

The Winter doldrums continue, the short days and
cold/rainy weather tends to keep most of us indoors. However there is light at the end of the tunnel,
Administrative
the days are getting longer but there is still plenty of
Officer’s Report
cold weather ahead. Now is the time to undertake all
those things that you wanted to do on the boat but just
did not have the time to do them. Be careful not to unLt/C Bob Wallace, SN
dertake any task that can't be completed in a day or
two because OLD MAN WINTER is still out there. I for
one have finally found someone to replace my head liners, but of course they will have to keep the boat
warm, hopefully they will be completed by the Spring.
This is also an ideal time to be thinking what we will be doing this coming year. Hopefully the weather will
co-operate with us this time, last year was pretty rough, several of our cruises had to be cancelled and some
were challenging due to the weather. Our incoming commander has a few things in mind and I am sure he
will keep us occupied for most of the season. I am sure we will have an entertaining boating season.
The Change of Watch is rapidly approaching, 4 March, at The Cedar Point Country Club. Lt/C Grace Brown, P has put out a flier on
what this entails so I will not repeat that information (you can find it
along with the registration form on pages 4 and 5 of this publication!).
It promises to be a good time for all of us, the new Bridge officers will
be inducted by Past District Commander Marty Lafferty, AP and his
wife, P/C Sari, AP. This is one of the times that we all get dressed up,
no flip flops or tank tops allowed.
Please notify me by e-mail, bbwall@verizon.net or by phone 6176609, by 18 Feb. if you plan to attend and pay our treasurer Mary
Fisher by the 14th. Please remember that no monies will be refunded
if you fail to attend. Cost per person is $35 plus a cash bar.
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With January in our wake, we’re closer to boating
weather. We have planned a Partner In Command
Seminar for members of the Cavalier Yacht Club that
will take place on Saturday 11 February. We are stepping out of our normal class routine to provide safe
boating instruction to another boating group in our
Lt/C H.J. South, S
community.
As we make education plans for the coming season, your input is always welcome and appreciated. I
can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774.
Don’t forget to check out the Safe Boating Videos; please take the time to watch them. They are informative and several of them feature members of NRPS. You can access the videos through the United States
Power Squadrons Digital Media Library at www.uspsdml.org.

Educational
Officer’s Report

Results From the January Annual Meeting of Nansemond River Power Squadron
Our January General Squadron meeting is our
Annual Meeting, with the election of the officers for
the new year’s Bridge. The slate was presented by
P/C Rana Weaver, AP. There were no nominations
from the floor and the slate was passed unanimously. Congratulations to our Officers and Committees for the 2017-2018 year.
Also at the meeting, much-needed Bylaws
changes that were previously approved by the
Bridge, were also passed and the secretary will
now send them on to National for approval. Special
thanks to the our Rules Committee, past commanders, Art Aikin, SN, Matt Schulze, P and Lin Hanbury, AP for all their hard work!
We also installed our newest members, Kim and
Bob Fino. All attending members joined in reciting
the USPS® Pledge along with the Finos. They will
be a great asset to our squadron!
Then the squadron voted to be the hosts of the
District 5 Summer Rendezvous in Portsmouth, with
the assistance of the Va. Beach Sail and Power
Squadron. A committee from our squadron has
been formed, and Frank & Grace are working with
The Renaissance Hotel and Tidewater Yacht for
meeting area, rooms, banquet and docking arrangements. The rendezvous will be held the end
of July 2017. It promises to be an exciting weekend
and Nansemond River Power Squadron will shine
through the efforts!
All in all, a very good meeting, and considering
we had just has snow dumped on our heads right
before the meeting, it was nice to see almost 30
members in attendance!
The planning stage of a cruise is often just as enjoyable as the voyage itself, letting one’s imagination loose on all kinds of possibilities. Yet translating dreams into reality means a lot of practical
questions have to be answered.
- Jimmy Cornell (World Cruising Handbook)
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Nansemond River Power Squadron

Change of Watch 2017
Saturday 4 March 2017
Cedar Point Country Club
Suffolk VA
The Change of Watch is
our Gala Annual Installation of the Squadron’s New
Bridge of Officers for the
coming year, and the relieving of duties for the outgoing Bridge of Officers. Installing Officer will be Past District Commander
Marty Lafferty, AP, attending with his
wife P/C Sari Lafferty, AP. We will also
be awarding our George A. Morrison
Award for excellence to the squadron
...and the infamous George Award for
the...well...craziest thing done by a member
this past year! This year’s event will feature a
scrumptious buffet spread including petit sirloin, chicken marsala, tossed green salad,
roasted red potatoes, green beans, rolls and
butter, coffee & tea, and an ice cream sundae
bar! Join us for gathering and cash bar cocktails at 1800 hrs. (6 PM). Cocktail attire is requested.

Cost is $35 per person. Please notify Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN at (757) 617-6609 with RSVP’s by
18 February, 2017. Checks to be mailed to our treasurer, Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP (see registration
form on next page!)
We hope to see you therethis is one of our finest functions. Come help give a rousing thank you to our “old
Bridge” and a warm welcome
to our “new Bridge”!
"There is nothing -- absolutely nothing -- half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats. In or out
of 'em, it doesn't matter. Nothing seems really to matter, that's the charm of it. Whether you get away, or
whether you don't; whether you arrive at your destination or whether you reach somewhere else, or whether
you never get anywhere at all, you're always busy, and you never do anything in particular; and when you've
done it there's always something else to do, and you can do it if you like, but you'd much better not."
- Spoken by Ratty to Mole in Wind in the Willows a children's book by Kenneth Grahame (1859-1932).
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Nansemond River Power Squadron

Change of Watch 2017 Registration
Cost is $35.00 per person. Complete the form below and return to the Treasurer not
later than Saturday, 18 February, 2017. Mail them or bring them to our 10 January or 14 February meeting!! All reservations must be paid in advance of the Change
of Watch.

Name(s):__________________________________________________
Phone #:______________

Email:

___________________________
Buffet : Petit Sirloin, Chicken Marsala, Tossed Green Salad, Roasted Red Potatoes,
Green Beans, Rolls & Butter, Coffee & Tea, Ice Cream Sundae Bar.
Total Number attending:_______

Amount enclosed:___________

Please send your check made out to
Nansemond River Power Squadron
Lt/C Mary Fisher AP, 1485 Cherry Grove Rd N, Suffolk, VA 23432-1819

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Detach and Return - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - February Birthdays
Frank Hudson, AP-IN
1 February
P/C Tom Andrews, P
23 February
Janet Horn, AP
24 February
Jeff Horne
24 February
We want to keep Buddy Krise, P in our thoughts and prayers as he fights to recover from a stoke. He has
been in and out of the hospital and rehab centers. If you would like further info, please call P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP for details.

D5 Spring Conference in
Ocean City MD
30 March-2 April 2017…
The Convention is being held once again at
the Princess Royale on the ocean...Hospitality
Suites (remember last year and NRPS’s Knot
Tying fun?!), Educational Classes for all Bridges Officers, Awards Banquets and District
Change
of
Watch.
A fun weekend-check
the
D5 website and
the Mark 5 for
details.

April
February
2015 2017
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Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Susan Faurot, S

Just a little note to all our members...if there is a
specific area of boat safety that you would like to
have covered in a future issue of The Nansemond
Light, please feel to make the request. This
“space” is always dedicated to safety issues we
might encounter while boating and your input is
appreciated!

GOOD CONNECTIONS
Most electrical problems are caused by easily fixed issues. I’ve heard engine won’t start and starters have
been replaced, batteries replaced and engine cables too. Virtually anything that is engine related gets a new
home. What is found is operator error and most starts with dirty battery connections.
Dash board items require very little current to operate. Often said is the bilge works
and so does the horn but the starter just goes ‘unh’. Let’s go to the first staged of
repair which should cost nothing. Battery cables are the first culprit because they
are out of sight out of mind like mushrooms in the
dark. Wing nuts can come loose, cables should not
reflect any breakage under the sheathing. Somebody
told somebody to put grease on the battery posts before installing the cables, so that creates another barrier to conductivity. The posts and cable ends should be
spotlessly shiny, sanded with an emery cloth and
cleaned of all residue. Connections should be made
with no stressful bends on the cables and fastened with stainless lock nuts and
washers.
The more frequently a starter is engage using poor battery connections the
quicker the brushes burn to a crisp, preparing the engine for a starter rebuild or
replacement is expensive. Properly prepping the battery connections to prevent is free. Batteries get replaced often because the real problem is cable connection has been misdiagnosed. Replacing batteries without cleaning the connections achieves nothing. DYIers are encouraged to use tie wraps to bundle each
group of wires with multiple batteries before they are removed form posts, then clean them all. Red goes to
positive, black yellow green, go to negative. A duel battery system, simply, has
one positive cable to each battery from the battery switch. One battery has one
negative cable to the negative post and that cable connects to the post on the
other battery. One of the two batteries will have the negative cable from the engine attached to its post. That makes a complete circuit. If you accidentally
touch a positive cable to a negative already connected to a battery and the
spark doesn’t blow up your boat, you probably have not escaped unscathed.
Odds are you just blew the main engine fuse. Everything on the dash will work
but there will be no
response from the
engine when you
turn on the key.
Turn the key to ON
but do not start,
does the voltmeter
or tach work? No? Probably a blown fuse is the
problem. A 20- to 30 amp fuse nestled near the
starter solenoid. Don’t replace it with a higher
amp fuse. Use the money you save by doing it
the right way to buy fuel for the boat and enjoy.
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THE HISTORICAL ORIGIN OF NAUTICAL TERMS
Sailors seem to have their own language. One could wonder why they muddle up simple terms, but the
fact of the matter is that most of the nautical terms originated way back in maritime history and have a tradition that is centuries old. Following are just a few of the more common terms and widely accepted explanations out of many, for their origin.
Port and starboard seem needless ways to confuse left and right. But the origin can be traced back to a
time when ships were steered with a long paddle called a steering board and because most men were right
handed, it was placed on the right hand or steer board side. This evolved into starboard side.
With the steering board on the right, it was necessary to put the left side to the dock or port which became
known as the port side. The older term for the left side, lard board (lar-board), sounded so much like starboard, that term port side came into wider use.
When ships were outfitted for war, holes were cut in the sides
to accommodate the cannon. The French word for door is Porte
and the cannon openings were called cannon ports. Eventually
the term portal came to be used for any opening in the side of a
ship.
Early sailing ships had no formal rest rooms. Instead there
was a portion of the forward deck that overhung the water and it
was here that sailors relieved themselves. The forward portion of
a ship was referred to as the head of the ship, thus when sailors
went forward to use the overhanging deck, they would simply
say they were going to the head.
In sailboat races and in combat, there is a maneuver whereby
one ship intentionally passes close by on the windward side, in
order to deprive the enemy ship of any wind on its sails. This would cause the enemy ship to lose headway
and to give the aggressor an advantage. To this day we refer to someone who loses a debate as “having the
wind taken out of his sails”
When ships anchored out of port and sailors used a small sail boat to
reach shore and the local pubs, the boat they used had sails controlled
with three lines called sheets. Often the sailors were so drunk upon their
return trip that no one controlled the sails and the three sheets went flying in the wind, thus the term three sheets to the wind. Since these sailors were not paid on a regular basis, the bartenders kept track of their
accounts on a posted list that contained the sailors name and a P for
pints and a Q for quarts. The bartender would make hash mark under
the appropriate letter and when paid. Since all bartenders were not totally honest it was important that the sailors minded their P’s and Q’s.
The term to intentionally sink a ship is to scuttle the ship. On early
ships, water was held in a vessel called a hogshead or butt. Thus anytime sailors gathered around the butt for a drink of water, they would
share rumors, and rumors were said to have the potential to destroy or
scuttle a ship or fleet. This is how the term scuttlebutt came into existence.
I hope you enjoyed this journey back into maritime history, but I have
to end it now. The scuttlebutt around the head is that if we mind our P’s
and Q’s we can go into port and get three sheets to the wind. Missing the
tender would really take the wind out of my sails.
To become an educated about the sea and safe boating look to the
United States Power Squadrons® and their boating courses and seminars. Contact the national website at www.USPS.org. As it members remind us: “Boating is fun…We’ll Show you how”
Lt. Bill Hempel
Senior Feature Writer, Marketing/Public Relations Committee
United States Power Squadrons®
(Published by the Marketing/ PR Committee United States Power Squadrons®)
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900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308
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NRPS 2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events
14 February

General Squadron Meeting
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA

9-12 February

Mid Atlantic Boat Show
Virginia Beach, VA

19-24 February

USPS® Annual Meeting
Orlando, Florida

30 March-2 April

D5 Spring Conference, Princess Royale
Ocean City, Maryland
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Assistant to the Editor: Sarah Curling
Contributing Photographer: Lt Mary South
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