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Come For the Boating Education...Stay For the Friends!

SM

OK – I know I am the Commander and
should have stuff to write about. Come on – It’s
New Year’s Eve as I write this, cold as heck
outside and the Squadron hasn’t cruised in sev-

Car Norman
Fisher, AP

eral months. We did have a great Christmas Party – so like I said what is one to write about. I bet
I’m not the only one trying to figure this out. The rest of the bridge is pondering over the same dilemma.
Well guess what?? I am sitting in my recliner, covered with my TV snuggie (BTW, it’s a nice soft
sky blue and warm) surfing cable and I run across a documentary on boating and the size of flags.
Did you know that there are guidelines to follow in selecting a flag/burgee for your boat? The show
was pretty interesting and explained that most often flags are too small rather than too large. Here
is a little bit of information. The flag at the stern of your boat should be one inch on the fly for each
foot of overall length of your boat. The hoist should normally be 2/3 of the fly.
Flags such as our burgees and officer flags should be about 5/8” on the fly for each foot of overall
length. If the guideline doesn’t quite work out, go upward to the next standard size.
There you go – Here is my article with, hopefully, useful information.

Fair winds and following seas
God Bless America
Mark Your Calendars…
D5 Spring Conference in Ocean City MD
30 March-2 April 2017…
Being held once again at the Princess Royale on
the ocean...Hospitality Suites (remember last year
and NRPS’s Knot Tying fun?!), Educational Classes for all Bridges
Officers,
Awards
Banquets and District
Change of Watch.
A
fun
weekendcheck the D5 website
and the Mark 5 for
details.
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Executive
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Frank Brown,
AP-IN

This certainly has been an exciting year of participation by members of the Nansemond River Power
Squadron. As we get ready to transition to our next
Watch, I want to thank everyone who helped keep
NRPS in the forefront of providing boating safety and
This past year we joined with Virginia Beach Sail
and Power Squadron to host a room at the D5 Spring
Conference. “Why Knot” was a major hit with the attendees and we had fun sharing time with our neigh-

boring friends. May brought the D5 Coop Charting program to NOAA in Norfolk, and NRPS served as the
sponsoring squadron. Friday night’s hospitality room was supported by Lt/C Gregg and Lt Debbie Martin,
both AP, from Virginia Beach Sail and Power. Our membership ensure registration and the day-long program
went smoothly for those attending from D5.
Throughout the boating season, our Vessel Examiners were busy bees providing this free service to many
throughout our service region. NRPS set a goal of 365 examinations and ended up with 363, including a
number late in the season. Looks like we should rank about 11th out of all the squadrons in the United States
Power Squadrons and 3rd in District 5. Once again we had two Century Club members from our Examiners’
group. I completed 187 this year and P/C Lilly Stone, JN hit the 100 mark. Thanks also to our other
examiners: P/C Lin Hanbury AP, P/C Art Aikin SN, P/C Larry Rountree AP, AO Bob Wallace SN, Lt Butch
Baxter P, Cdr Norman Fisher AP, P/C Drex Bradshaw AP and P/C Fletcher
Beadles AP. Fletcher will be retiring after this season so we are looking for “new
blood” in our examiners’ crew. Check with Larry for more information.
The final item we accomplished that is an interaction with our national
organization is updating our legal documents, our Bylaws. The Rules Committee
(Art Aikin, Lin Hanbury and P/C Matt Schulze P) are tasked with this. All updates
made by Headquarters have been incorporated into our local bylaws. After
adopting them, we’ll submit them to USPS National. Thanks for a great job.
Looking forward to 2017 and more activity outside our squadron. A Day
Tripper to NOAA offices in Wakefield, D5 Summer Rendezvous hosting will keep
up involved in our Community and would be a good learning experience for our
members. Best wishes to all for a wonderful 2017.

Administrative
Officer’s Report

Lt/C Bob Wallace,
SN

Another year has come to an end and we are
now in the doldrums of winter, at least the days
are getting longer, albeit very slowly. Looking
back on the year past we can honestly say that
we had some really good times. The most recent
was the Christmas Party. It was a beautiful day to
spend with our friends and shipmates. There was
plenty of good food and libations for all. The party

ended with plenty of punch left over, it took me two days to dispose of all of it. It was really a great
time. (See the picture spread on pages 4 and 5 of this publication!) We are looking forward to the
oncoming year and continuing the great relationships with our shipmates.
Just a reminder that our Gala CHANGE of WATCH (Where we will be installing our new
Nansemond River Power Squadron Bridge Officers for the 2016-2017 year) will be at the CEDAR
POINT COUNTRY CLUB in, Suffolk VA on Saturday, 4 March. More information to follow!

*NOTE from our NRPS Supply Officer…..
Lt Butch Baxter, P announces that the new
Nansemond River Power Squadron baseball caps will be
available at our January meeting!!!
YAY! Bring your checkbooks!!
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As we break out our new calendars, we look
ahead to a new boating season. Our newly
formed education committee will be meeting this
month to review the squadron’s educational
needs and goals.
With the wealth of boating knowledge that our
Lt/C H.J. South, S
members possess, we felt that it would be beneficial to put our heads together. If you have an
area where you would like instruction, please give me a call. Your input is always welcome and appreciated. I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774.
If you have not yet checked out the Safe Boating Videos, please take the time to watch them.
They are informative and several of them feature members of NRPS. You can access the videos
through the United States Power Squadrons Digital Media Library at www.uspsdml.org.
Happy New Year and may 2017 be a safe and enjoyable boating year!

Educational
Officer’s Report

The United States Power Squadrons® is proud of its Collaborative Efforts with the National Weather Service
Below are just a few of the many areas this covers. If you would like more information,
please contact the Liaison Officer listed below. This piece was reprinted from Keeping
Up, the national Public Relations publication of the USPS®
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NRPS Annual Christmas Party
10 December 2016 * The Wallace Home, Suffolk VA
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NRPS Annual Christmas Party
10 December 2016 * The Wallace Home, Suffolk VA
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Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Susan Faurot, S

Thank you to Carl Smith, Assistant Safety
Officer for this month’s article on

ABC’S Are Important!
You have to do the basics first, before moving
on to other events on the water.
A lot of us have boats with all sorts of complex

systems and marvels of modern technology. Some of us even know how to operate them. Many
times, when some system does not do what you expect it to do, the assembled company of the
boating community offers a lot of sage advice, some of it useful, and most of it based on prior
(often painful and expensive) experience. In that spirit of helpfulness, I will offer a few words of
wisdom here.
Rule One of the entire maritime world: Keep the
water on the outside, and the mast pointed up. All
those marvelous electronic systems are not worth
much if you are sinking. Buoyancy is the reason for
the hull being there, but to maintain that factor, the
water has to stay on the outside. Do your deck
drains work? Are they clogged with leaves or debris? Are cable penetrations watertight? Windows
and hatches? These are all sources of rain water
entry. If you are gone for a month, will rain water accumulate in your boat? Boats have sunk at their
moorings because leaves covered the cockpit drains.
Every penetration below the waterline is a potential source of danger. Shaft logs drip while the
shaft is turning, but if they are not properly adjusted they will continue to drip. Enough drips turn
into a significant amount of water. Valves can weep, a hose clamp can fail, and some of these
sources are located in places that are very hard to see and inspect.
Bilge pumps are wonderful devices, but like all things mechanical, they can fail. When is the
last time you ran your bilge pump? When is the last time you put a hose into the bilge and tested
the automatic float switch function? Bilges attract dirt, grease, gunk, and little pieces of debris.
That wire tie that you snipped off last summer could get
sucked into the pump and jam it. This is a critical system and you need to test it as realistically as possible.
Another basic is electrical grounding. Electrical gizmos do not work unless they have a complete circuit,
which means the ground side must be complete, too.
Ground cables and blocks aren’t the most interesting
pieces of equipment on board, but they have to be in
place, connections tight, free of corrosion.
Engine not running well at full throttle? Head keeps
flowing back at you? Check the vents. If you are moving a liquid in or out of a tank, air is displaced. Vents
have to be open to allow this air flow in or out. Wasp
nests, kinked or collapsed hoses, or salt clogged fittings
can obstruct a tank vent and cause the attached system
to not function well.
If the water is on the outside, the vent vents, the
drain drains, and the ground grounds, your chances of
“When will you admit the
having a good day on the water are a lot better.
boating season is over?’
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NRPS ANNUAL MEETING—Tuesday, 10 January 2017
Please make plans to attend, we will be voting for our 2017-2018 Bridge of Officers, voting on our
Bylaws changes, and voting, and installing our newest members, the Finos. Every vote counts!

Nominated Slate of Officers:

Commander
Frank C.
Brown,
AP-IN

Executive
Officer
Bob Wallace,
SN

Administrative
Officer
Butch
Baxter, P

Education
Officer
HJ South, S

Secretary
Grace
Brown, P

Treasurer
Mary Fisher,
AP

Rules Committee: P/C Art
Aikin, SN; P/C Lin Hanbury,
AP; P/C Matt Schulze, P
Audit Committee:
Cheryl Hanbury
Assistant
Education
Officer
Carl Smith

Member-atLarge
Mary South

Member-atLarge
Cheryl
Hanbury

Member-atLarge
Jeff Horne

Nominating Committee: 3rd
yr. P/C Rana Weaver, AP;
2nd. Yr. P/C Lin Hanbury, P;
1st yr. Lt/C Frank C. Brown,
AP-IN

WHAT IS AN MMSI?
Maritime Mobile Service Identities (MMSIs) are nine digit numbers used by maritime digital selective calling (DSC), automatic identification systems (AIS) and certain other equipment to uniquely
identify a ship or a coast radio station. MMSIs are regulated and managed internationally by the International Telecommunication Union in Geneva, Switzerland, just as radio call signs are regulated.
The MMSI format and use is documented in Article 19 of the ITU Radio Regulations and ITU-R Recommendation M.585-6, available from the ITU.
To obtain an MMSI, mariners required by regulation to carry a marine radio and those who travel
outside the US or Canada to foreign ports must apply to the Federal Communications Commission
for a ship station license or an amendment to a ship station license. State and local governments
can generally obtain an FCC ship station license at no charge. Mariners not required to carry a marine radio (e.g. recreational boaters) and who remain in U.S. waters can obtain an MMSI through
approved organizations such as the United States Power Squadrons®.
Reprinted from Keeping Up, USPS® Public Relations News Newsletter
January Birthdays
Debbie Baxter
Lt Susan Faurot, S
Gene Presson, P
Lt Butch Baxter, P
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12 January
15 January
21 January
29 January
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Stamp

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway
Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308

Here

NRPS 2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events
3 January

Bridge Meeting
Wallace Home, Suffolk VA

10 January

General Meeting & Election of Officers
George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA

19-24 February

USPS® Annual Meeting
Orlando, Florida

30 March-2 April

D5 Spring Conference, Princess Royale
Ocean City, Maryland
Publisher’s Statement

2015-2016 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
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Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN
Lt/C H.J. South, S
Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN
Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP
Lt Susan Faurot, S

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Norman Fisher, AP
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P
Assistant to the Editor: Sarah Curling
Contributing Photographer: Lt Mary South
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