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is over 90% - 361 to date, only 39 from our goal of 400.  
 Third is our Flare Burn Program, held Sunday 1 October at Gatling Pointe Yacht Club. A civic (and educa-
tion) activity as we had interaction with members of the Gatling Pointe Boaters’ Club, the USCGAux Flotilla 5-
9, Sea Scouts from Ship 16 (Suffolk) for sure and maybe even Ship 37 (Smithfield), and IOW Sheriff’s Dept. 
I’ll have a report of the results at our October meeting. 
 The second element is Education, and Lt/C Grace & I will be representing NRPS at the District 5 Fall Edu-
cational Conference in King of Prussia, PA the last weekend in October. I will be presenting a session on the 
software used to record and report educational programs (HQ800) and also the software used to record a 
report all history of a membership (DB2000).  
 The third element, Social, is exemplified by our Annual Fundraising Auction. Thanks to P/Cs Donnie and 
Rana Weaver, both AP, for making their garage available to store items prior to the auction. Now is the time 
to be identifying those “treasures” to bring to the auction to make available for others to buy. We also have a 
very successful “Silent Auction” and items are needed for that too. We will have the specifics of location and 
times at our next meeting but be sure to put 18 November in your calendar for this wonderful event. 
 We have two other requirements for our squadron coming up. First is the work of the Nominating Commit-
tee. If you are interested in being a part of the Executive functions of our squadron, let Committee Chair Rana 

  Making way... 
  
 I am amazed how fast our year is going, as we 
are down to our last Cruise of the season this month 
and we’re already looking ahead to our Annual Auc-
tion next month. But in the middle of all this activity 
is a vibrant and efficient Squadron participating in all 
three of our parts of our program. 
 First is our Civic programs. We have three things 
happening at the same time. See the report of Exec-
utive Officer “Geo Bob” Wallace’s regarding our Ge-
odetic Survey program. We have figured the intrica-
cies of submitting our findings, very successfully!! 
Second, our Vessel Safety Check achievement rate  

 Weaver or members P/C Lin Hanbury AP or Cdr 
Frank know.  Also I need to submit recommenda-
tions for Merit Marks. This is the recognition given 
you by the Chief Commander of the United States 
Power Squadrons® for supporting us. If you have 
been involved with a part of our program, odds are I 
have recorded that in my records. But it never hurts 
to send me notice of your activity.  I do have all who 
supported the Summer Rendezvous, that’s for sure. 
And I’ll be proud to submit P/C Mike Michael AP for 
his 25th Merit Mark this year, earning him a Life 
Membership in USPS. 
 If you have any questions, comments or con-
cerns , please contact me, cell 757-472-4178 or 
frank.brown915@gmail.com. 
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 Our next event will be the “Flares Burn Off Safety Seminar” to be 
held on 1 October at the Gatling Point Yacht Club from 1400 to 1600 
hours.  More on this in the Commanders Report. 
Our Last cruise of the cruising season will be to Smithfield Station, 
visited on our first cruise of the year, it will be our last of the year as 
well.  Smithfield Station would like to have everyone participating 
signed up with them by Sept 30.  
 The NRPS annual auction is coming up, Nov 18, a sign-up sheet 
will be available for members that would like to volunteer in set-up, 
bar, food and clean-up.   

  thebaxters@mar-sue.com, cell 757-262-8741. 
 

  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
 Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
 

Now that the hot, humid and sometimes muggy 
days of summer are over we can really concentrate on 
Geodetic  Mark hunting. I think that I have finally got-
ten it right in regards to forwarding our info to the na-
tional folks supporting the District 5 guys. As of today I 
have gone back out twice to take additional photos of 
the discs our team found, dates were not shown or 
the GPS was on the disc. In addition the photos did 
not load on the reporting forms, just the info.  

We have solved this problem by e-mailing the photos after the report is sent in. For those members that want 
to get to page two of the reporting form you must fill out all the required areas on the first page , they are 
identified by an asterisk, before you can get to the second page.  Please do not try to submit the form, I will 
do that.  
 The Geodetic Program is  great for squadron members to get together and have a great time digging up 
yards, wandering around aimlessly looking at your GPS and gathering the attention of people who are 
wondering what you are doing.  Who knows, someone  might even call the police to report a bunch of people 
wandering around carrying shovels and metal detectors, that could really become interesting. And of course 
the fun would really begin when we all get together for refreshments afterwards. 
 We had a wonderful time at RIVERWALK Marina at Yorktown. This a wonderful  place to visit, it is, in my 
opinion, a family orientated place. The people are friendly and very helpful. There are sandy beaches, gift 
shops, free trolley to give tours in Historic areas and plenty of restaurants. Just be careful if you order an 
entrée with lobster tail. I questioned the hostess if the size of the lobster was legal. No kidding it was so small 
I have had crayfish that had bigger tails. It was not limited to my entrée,  everyone else I observed had the 
same size. Other than that it was great. The currents were not a problem as most of us took them under 
consideration when planning our arrival and departure. I am definitely looking forward to going back to this 
marina again.    bbwall@verizon.net, or by my cell phone 757-617-6609. 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Butch Baxter P

Nansemond River Power Squadron’s Vessel Safety Check  SCORECARD 
 

       Our Goal for 2017                  400 
       VSC’s Conducted as of 29 Septmber 2017  361 
 

We are currently at 90.25% of goal...and every 4 exams will add another percentage point  to our total! Not an 
examiner yourself and need you boat (or a friend!) examined? Just call P/C Larry Rountree AP at 

757-934-3355 and he’ll connect you with one of our VSC examiner!  Deadline for credit 31 Oct. 2017! 

 A break from the effects of Hurricane Jose and 
Maria lead up to great weather for our themed 
“Revolutionary Cruise” to Yorktown.  A cruise I very 
much wanted to partake in, but because of a funeral 
some distance away, I could not.  Feedback says it 
was an excellent cruise.  A big thanks go out to Lt 
Mary and Lt/C HJ South S, OD’s of this cruise. They 
went over the top doing their homework to make this 
a great and smooth cruise.       

mailto:thebaxters@mar-sue.com
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      New Members Inducted in NRPS 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South S 
          

   With the fall arriving and dealing with this year’s 
active hurricane season, staying informed /educated 
on best practices for weather, is our repeat lesson this 
month. See last month’s Nansemond Light for the 
check list.  
 With the fall arriving and dealing with this year’s 
active hurricane season, staying informed /educated 
on best practices for weather, is our repeat lesson this  

month. See last month’s Nansemond Light for the check list.  
 As for our 2017 boating season coming to an end, we can start thinking about what we can do in the off 
season to get ready for next year. Again I refer you to our August newsletter for the list of all classes and  
seminars we have to offer.   
 As always, if you have an area where you would like instruction, please give me a call.  Your input is al-
ways welcome and appreciated.  I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-
6774. 

 Our newest members, El and Clint Kel-
ley were inducted at our September Gen-
eral Meeting. One of the best parts of the 
induction ceremony is when all members 
stand and recite the Power Squadron 
pledge together with the new inductees! 
Welcome to Nansemond River Power 
Squadron, El and Clint! 

(Reprinted from The Mark V Fall 2017 Issue) 
 

Here’s a sure bet: The D5 Fall Conference in King of Prussia PA! 
 

 Are you ready to stretch your brain, make new friends, and do some sightseeing? Then mark your calen-
dar for the United States Power Squadrons’ D/5 Fall Conference! This educational conference, from 26-29 
October, will be at the Valley Forge Casino Resort/Radisson Hotel in King of Prussia, PA. It combines educa-
tional sessions, social opportunities and USPS® initiatives. At the same time, you’ll be able to use the hotel as 
a base to explore the history and culture of Philadel-
phia and the Delaware Valley area. 
 The hotel has free shuttle service within five 
miles. (This includes Valley Forge National Park and 
the King of Prussia Mall.) Plus, when you stay at the 
Radisson, you’ll get a free pass to the adjacent casi-
no. Deal ‘em! If you have not attended a District 5 
conference, become a First Timer! You’ll meet USPS 
members from 31 squadrons who work tirelessly to 
promote the organization’s goals. Their enthusiasm 
is infectious! You’ll leave knowing more ways to en-
joy boating and to contribute to your squadron. 
 

Conference Events: Presentations on recent squadron, D/5, and National programs and activities. 
Discussions of opportunities, issues and controversial topics. 
Voting by squadron representatives to provide direction to the D/5 leadership. 
Seminars on boating education and the duties of squadron and district officers. 
Social events, including the legendary (and free) Commander’s Cocktail Party on Friday, and lunch with a 

speaker and an evening banquet on Saturday  
 Many opportunities to make new friends and to have fun! See a detailed schedule and abstracts of the ma-
jor events on the D/5 Website (USPSD5.org) as well as registration forms. 



Yorktown Revolutionary Cruise! 

Riverwalk Landing Marina  *  Yorktown VA  *  22-24 September 2017 
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Beautiful September weekend Cruise...weather was fine, marina was fine, food was fine, shopping really fine! 



April 2 

 

 

NRPS Yorktown Revolutionary Cruise! 

Riverwalk Landing Marina  *  Yorktown VA  *  22-24 September 2017 
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The sun was plentiful, the food was plentiful, the companionship was plentiful,,,and 
the dogs were plentiful. All agreed it was a perfect time & place to cruise! 
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Notes on Membership…..            By Lt Mary South, Membership Chair 
 

 

 Have you ever considered joining the United States Power Squadron?  There are many great reasons for 
joining and now is a great time!  United States Power Squadrons has a brand new website:  BeyondBoat-
ing.org. 
 This new site reflects the United States Power Squadron’s promise to bring you unsurpassed education, 
community service and a membership built by boaters, for boaters.  As stated on the site, “Being a member of 
the United States Power Squadrons is bigger than boating.  It’s about friendship, memories that last a lifetime, 
bettering your community and being the most confident boater you can be”.  For more information on what 
membership has to offer, check out this new site. 
 For a membership application, visit www.nrpowersquadron.com and follow the “Member/Application” link 
on the left hand side of the page.   
  

Come for the Boating Education…Stay for the Friends! SM 

USPS® Member Benefits    
              

          Information Provided By Lt Cheryl Hanbury 
 

This month we’re going to talk about little boats and coolers! 
 

1.  Rigid Boats offers a 10% discount off retail to USPS members.   
-Their plant is located in Fort Myers, FL. 
-They are the only fabricator of USCG Certified hard-body 

unsinkable boats.   
-“Xfish” is a versatile shallow water micro-skiff (gas or electric power options) recently intro-

duced by Rigid Boats. Find out more at http://www.xfishsup.com.  
 -See a line of Yacht tenders built and marketed by Rigid Boats at http://www.bluewaterbaby.com. 
For more info call (800) 643-1988 or visit http://www.rigidboats.com. 
 

2.  Frigid Rigid (Rigid Boats sister company) also offers a 10% discount off retail to USPS members. 
 -They carry marine-quality fiberglass ice chests, coolers, solar refrigerator/freezers, etc. 
 -Products are designed to keep contents cold for days in any type of environment. 
 -This is the only fiberglass cooler made in the USA. 
 -Ice chests are built to withstand years of rugged, outdoor exposure and are unaffected by sun or 
salt spray. 
For more info call (800) 643-1988 or visit http://www.frigidrigid.com. 
 

NOTE:  You can log on to beyondboating.org and click on the member benefits button to 

learn more about these and other benefits!! 

 

Important Notice from R/C Katherine Lambert AP, Chair-Communications Committee, USPS 
 

 There has been a change in the United States Power Squadrons public site URL 
from usps.org to beyondboating.org. This is an exciting new site with great graphics, videos, and 
easy to access information.  

  P/C Tom Chapman SN      4 October 
  Kim Schulze P         7 October 
  Thomas Oliver             7 October  
  P/C Donnie Weaver AP      8 October 

  Lt Cheryl Hanbury     11 October 
  P/C Larry Rountree AP    15 October 
  P/C Fetcher Beedles AP   24 October 
  Terri Horne        31 October 

October Birthdays 

http://www.nrpowersquadron.com
http://www.xfishsup.com
http://www.bluewaterbaby.com
http://www.rigidboats.com
http://www.frigidrigid.com
http://usps.org/
http://beyondboating.org/
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot S 

            
 

boards operated outside a surfing, swimming or bathing area are “vessels” under 
USCG regulations. The following refers to what that means for you when you’re out-
side those areas. 
Life Jackets: 

 Each paddler 13 years of age or older must have a USCG-approved Type I, II, 
III, or appropriate Type V (see below) life jacket. It doesn’t have to be worn, although 
that’s certainly the wisest plan, and one which we strongly recommend. 

 A child 12-years old or younger must wear their USCG-approved life jacket. 

 The jacket must be in “serviceable condition,” without rips, tears or deterioration 
that will diminish its performance. 

 The jacket must be of an appropriate size and fit for the wearer. 

 A Type V jacket can be used as long as it’s USCG-approved and applicable for 
the activity. 

 Belt pouch-type inflatable PFDs, such as the ones we carry, must be worn on the person to meet the 
life jacket regulation. For other types of inflatable PFDs, check the approval description printed on the 
unit for restrictions. 

For all life jackets, be sure to read the label to know if special requirements pertain to that device. 
Other Required Gear: 

 A whistle or other sound producing device must be carried to warn other boaters. 

 If you’re on the water after sunset, you need to have a flashlight, or similar lighting device, to warn 
other boaters. 

What You Need to Do: 

 As the operator of a vessel, you need to follow the Navigation Rules. 
You are also required to report any boating accident or injury to the local reporting authority, either the USCG 
or other agency that has been delegated that authority. 
 So, if you have this gear and follow these rules you should be legal under USCG regulations. State and 
local agencies may have additional rules or more restrictive versions of the 
federal ones. 
 Remember, on a SUP board you’re about the most vulnerable person on 
the water. Watch out for power boats and other crafts; use your signaling de-
vices to help them spot you. Wearing brightly colored life jackets and apparel 
in well traveled waterways can be a life saver. Also, many boating accidents 
involve alcohol; it’s best to leave the celebration until you’re back on shore.   
Have a great time on the water and above all, boat safe! 
 

      Source: https://www.nrs.com/learn/uscg-regulations-for-sup.asp 
 

 If you have ideas for upcoming safety features please contact me:  cdrsfolly@aol.com, cell 757-436-1437.                                                 

U.S. Coast Guard Regulations for 
Stand Up Paddlers 

 

 The sport of SUP boarding has exploded. Thou-
sands of new folks are getting on the water with their 
boards for the first time. It’s great, it’s fun, but do you 
know what you need to have and do to be legal on the 
water? 
 The U.S. Coast Guard has determined that SUP 
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Using Absorbent Pads to Mop Up Fuel Spills 
 Years ago, when we spilled fuel in our boat or in the water, we would squirt liquid soap on the spill to make the 
oil slick disappear. We removed the wasted fuel from the water's surface, but sank it to the bottom as a hazardous 
glob where fish, sea grass and shellfish live. Fortunately, the development of absorbent pads, pillows, and fueling 
bibbs can help eliminate this practice. Boaters should keep a supply on board to deal with spills. Place "sorb" pads 
underneath your engine. Use a pillow in the bilge to catch drops from the engine, and get a fueling bib to wrap 
around the fuel nozzle when fueling to catch drops of fuel. One "sorb" pad will hold up to two quarts of oil but won't 
absorb water. In many locations, pads are supplied and used at the fuel docks. Marine supply stores have pads, 
pillows and fuel bibs available at low costs for use by boaters. Please do your part to keep the water clean by pre-
venting oil and fuel spills as you enjoy your time on the water.                           From USPS NewsBlast October 2017 
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Publisher’s Statement 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue. We welcome articles & photographs of interest 
to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the 
members & their families of the Nansemond River Power 
Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
Contributing Photographers:  Lt Mary South, Lt Susan Faurot        
                                                S, and Mike Gambacorta 

 

2017-2018 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Butch Baxter P 
   Education Officer       Lt/C HJ South S 
   Asst Education Officer   1st/Lt Carl Smith SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher AP 

3 October    Bridge Meeting—The South’s Home 
        2916 Old Wharf Rd., Suffolk VA 
 

10 October     NRPS General Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse, 
        Holland Rd, Suffolk VA 
 

27-29 October   Last Cruise of the Season 
        Smithfield Station Marina, Smithfield VA 
 

26-29 October   D5 Educational Conference 
            Valley Forge Casino Resort, Valley Forge PA 
 

18 November   Annual Auction and Dinner (Location TBD) 

 

NRPS 2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events 


