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permission. I have asked Gatling Pointe Yacht Club if we, in conjunction with the Gatling Pointe 
Boaters’ club, may use their pier and docks. Now I just need some folks to volunteer to support the 
program and help in the training and safe use of pyrotechnics and hand flares. Looking at the week-
end of 30 September or 1 October (Saturday or Sunday). Can you help?  Let me know!!  The Sea 
Scouts are interested in the training and in supporting this effort, too. We’ll have a sign up sheet at 
the 12 September meeting. 
 Our cruise season is almost at is end-only 2 more to go! The NRPS September Cruise is to a 
new location, the Riverwalk Landing Marina on the York River at Yorktown. It sounds like an exciting 
one, with 11 boats already signed up! See the flyer and information from our Officers of the Day, Lt/
C HJ and Lt Mary South on page 4 here in the Nansemond Light. 
 I look forward to seeing all of you at our 12 September meeting at George’s Steakhouse. We 
have new members to induct and reports on all we are doing.. See you there!! 
 If you have any questions, comments or concerns about NRPS, please free to contact me any-
time : frank.brown915@gmail.com, cell 757-472-4178. 

  Making way... 
 

 Once again our Squadron has stepped out 
to re-establish a program previously supported 
in the United States Power Squadrons®. Re-
view Executive Officer Bob Wallace, SN’s article 
to learn about our first successful Geodetic Sur-
vey Search! 
 In addition to our cruises this Summer, I 
want to set a date to sponsor a “Flares For Life” 
type safety session. I have been in contact with 
the Isle of Wight Sheriff’s Department and the 
United States Coast Guard to get all the proper  

Cute idea for a boat, but in my opinion, whoever 
created 

them is a 
little 

directional-
ly chal-

lenged and 
should 

probably 
not try 

Navigating 
on the 
water!!! 
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  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
 Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
 

 Our cruise to Blue Water Yacht Haven proved to 
be a bit of a bust for some of us. The heat index was 
113 which prompted most of us to enjoy the pool with 
plenty of libations for all. Dinner was on schedule and 
was great as usual. However the following day was 
not enjoyable for some of us, in fact I remained in the 
rack until Sunday morning, having lost all day Satur-
day due to being ill from whatever. Several members 
of the squadron were stricken with something, possi-

bility from dehydration caused by the excessive heat. Buddy Krise P and I were not able to leave the Marina 
until Monday, we were not fully recovered from whatever it was that caused our discomfort. Lesson Learned, 
Stay Hydrated and avoid Over Heating. I want to thank all those that looked after me on Saturday, August 19 
2017, THANKS.   
 Enough of that kind of news, on to bigger and better things. We had our first Geodetic  Mark Recovery 
adventure on Friday 25 August, 2017. Those in attendance were P/C Norman Fisher AP and Lt/C Mary 
Fisher AP, CDR Frank Brown, new member Mike Gambacorta, me and Suffolk News Herald reporter Alex 
Perry. 

We all gathered at the Fisher’s home to plan our approach to finding the Geodetic marks and review their 
locations. The information provided on the data sheet was most interesting. For example; station is on the 
high land bordered by marshes toward the creeks,111 feet east of eastern corner of house, 184 feet 
southerly of a large hardwood tree near chicken house, mark 2 is in line with a shed and 260 feet from the 

hard wood tree mentioned above. Obviously the chicken coop is no longer 
there and where was the hard wood tree? No problem, all we needed to do was 
to find the co-ordinates provided on the data sheet, RIGHT.  After walking 
about a mile up the road and gaining permission 
to enter a pasture that had an electric fence,  we 
were notified  that our other group found a 
marker. So much for GPS co-ordinates. 

The residents in the area were great. Once 
we told them what we were looking for, they 
were curious what people walking around with 
clip boards, metal detectors and other para-
phernalia were doing in their neighborhood, 
they were more than happy to help.  One lady 
showed us one in her front yard that was fully 
exposed and another gentleman told us about 
one that he remembered seeing in his yard 
back in the 80’s. We found it using metal de-
tectors and shovels. The owner of the property 
was very happy to dig up his front yard until 
the marker was fully exposed, in fact he asked 
us to leave it exposed, and he was very 
pleased that we found it. 
 We are looking forward to continuing this 
program and hope that other members will join 
us. This is a great opportunity for us to get to-
gether and have fun as well to assist the Na-
tional Geodetic Survey. Geodetic marks are 
highly accurate reference points established 
on the surface of the earth by local, state, and 
national agencies. Maintenance and preserva-
tion of these marks is of utmost importance to 
users of the net and to the National Geodetic 
Survey. 
 Anyone interested in this program please 
contact me:.     bbwall@verizon.net, or by my 
cell phone 757-617-6609. 
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Mary South If the weather is nice to us, this promises to be another great cruise with lots of things to do in the 
immediate area of the marina.  I will have HJ give us a briefing on the happenings and things to do at our 
Sept. meeting.   If you cannot make it on your boat or have a boat, be a Landlubber and join us by car and/or 
stay at the hotel or one of the B&B’s in the immediate area.   Yorktown is a great place for a weekend geta-
way.  
      Duke of York Hotel 757-898- 3232       Hornsby House Inn (B&B) 757-369-0200 
         York River Inn (B&B) 757-887-8800       Marl Inn (B&B) 301-807-0386  
                   
 Looking ahead to November 18th, this will be date of our annual auction to be held at the Tidewater Yacht 
Marina upstairs on “D” Dock.  Check to see what items you may like to donate for this auction (Please, not 
junk.).  Our space is a little smaller and upstairs, so think about that 
on the items to be donated.  Also for those who would like to help set-
ting up and clean-up, a sign-up sheet will be included in our activity 
book at the September meeting.   
 Update on our oldest member the MAR-SUE, as of this writing, I 
am getting ready to install the last replacement plank on the Portside.  
Hope to be epoxying this side by the first of the month, then I move to 
the Starboard side.   thebaxters@mar-sue.com, cell 757-262-8741. 

Nansemond Light 

  As usual the summer is flying by and we have 
completed our fourth cruise of the year to Blue Water.    
Thanks to Cdr Frank & Lt/C Grace Brown P and Bob 
& Brenda (JN) Wallace (OD’s) for another great 
cruise.  All of our cruises have had good attendance. 
 Our next cruise Sept. 22-24 is themed the 
“Revolutionary Cruise” and will be to Yorktown at the 
Riverwalk Landing Marina. This will be our first cruise 
as a group to Yorktown.  OD’s for this HJ South & Lt 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South S 
          

  

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Butch Baxter P

 As summer comes to an end, the time for hurri-
canes in our area is usually beginning peak sea-
son.  I’ll use this time to provide some training to 
be prepared for a storm in our boating area. 
 There are many things to think about when 
considering this.  Advance preparation always 
makes things easier when a storm is on the way.  
The following information, from BoatSafe.com,  

gives a helpful preparation checklist:     BE PREPARED BEFORE THE HURRICANE 

Check your marine insurance carefully to see if you are required to take some action in order to 
make the claim valid. 

Check with your marina and find out their policy for handling hurricanes. In some States marinas 
can order all boats to leave. 

If you are going to move your boat, determine where ahead of time. 

Learn the storm surge history and elevation of your area. 

Learn safe routes inland and make plans of where you will evacuate to. 

Inventory the property on your boat...with video equipment if possible. Plan what will be removed 
from the boat and what must stay. 

Keep all legal documents such as registration, insurance policy, marina rental agreement, radio 
license etc. in one easily moved, secure container. Make an inventory of documents, photos, and 
other irreplaceable articles that need to be taken in case of an evacuation. 
 
I can be reached by email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)580-6774. 

mailto:thebaxters@mar-sue.com


Nansemond River Power Squadron’s Vessel Safety Check  SCORECARD 
 

       Our Goal for 2017                 400 
       VSC’s Conducted as of 23 August 2017  312 
 

We are currently at 78% of goal...and every 4 exams will add another percentage point  to our total! Not an 
examiner yourself and need you boat (or a friend!) examined? Just call P/C Larry Rountree AP at 

757-934-3355 and he’ll connect you with one of our VSC examiner! 
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rev·o·lu·tion·ary  adj.  involving or causing a complete or dramatic change 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              

Come join the NRPS for a 

Revolutionary Cruise 
to historic Yorktown 

 

Riverwalk Landing Marina, September 22-24, 2017 
 

FRIDAY: Arrival; gather for a covered dish dinner on the dock at 6:00 and enjoy the sounds of 
the Dave Cynar Band (country) on the River-

walk. 
 

SATURDAY: Breakfast on the dock at 9:30; 
please bring a dish to share.  Enjoy Yorktown 

Market Days (8am- noon) featuring homegrown 
favorites and local art; ride the free air condi-

tioned Trolley around Yorktown (11am-5pm) – 
stops at 9 locations including the waterfront; visit 
the Riverwalk shops; visit the Watermen’s Muse-
um; go to the beach. There’s something for eve-
ryone!  Dinner on your own (Water Street Grill, 

Yorktown Pub, Riverwalk Restaurant, and more).  
 

SUNDAY: Depart for home. 
 

Lodging available at Duke of York Hotel or for other options regarding lodging and additional 
information about Yorktown, go to:    www.visityorktown.org  

 

OD’s-Lt/C HJ South S and Lt Mary South 
 

This should prove to be a weekend 

of historic proportions!  

http://www.visityorktown.org
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News on Membership…..            By Lt Mary South, Membership Chair 
 

 

 Wow! Summer is almost officially over and what a wonderful boating season we have had!  Great cruises 
and great friends, but now what?  Membership in the United States Power Squadrons isn’t only a summer-
time activity.  There are functions and activities year round.  We have two fall cruises scheduled: September 
at historic Yorktown and October at Smithfield Station.   
 USPS was organized in 1914 and is a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to making boating 
safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and related subjects.  Our members 
are boating families who contribute to their communities by promoting safe boating through education.  USPS 
provides opportunities to enjoy boating activities as a group, as well as land based fun.  Social events, inter-
esting meetings, potluck functions, etc. are all included.  There are also opportunities for community service 
events.  The only requirements for membership are a keen interest in boating related activities and an eager-
ness to meet like-minded people.  You don’t have to own a boat to join!  For a membership application, visit 
www.nrpowersquadron.com and follow the “Member/Application” link on the left hand side of the page.  We’d 
love to have you join us!         
 

Come for the Boating Education…Stay for the Friends! SM 

USPS® Member Benefits    
              

           Information Provided By Lt Cheryl Hanbury 
 

Let’s learn about the USPS On-Line Store that has discounted books!! 
 

1.  McGraw-Hill has been working closely with USPS providing books for our 
courses and publishing USPS guides.  A wide selection of their books is now 
available at 35% off list prices through an on-line store.  Go to the Educational 
Department Home page and you’ll find a button for the McGraw-Hill on-line store.  There you will see the cur-
rent selections and discounted prices.  Make your selections and check out.  Your books will be shipped di-
rectly to you.  McGraw-Hill International Marine is the leading publisher of boating and paddling titles.  USPS 
has selected a range of titles for you and will be adding more over time.  So take a look and add some of 
these great titles to your library. 
 

2.  One of the books available is “GPS for Mariners”.  This is one of the most comprehensive books authored 
on using a GPS.  It summarizes essential global positioning system concepts, explains the buttons, screens, 
and menus of your GPS receiver, and answers all your questions.  Filled with helpful illustrations and hands-
on examples, this complete and practical guide shows you how to: 
 Become an informed GPS buyer and use 
 Connect GPS to your computer, autopilot, and radar 
 Navigate with GPS using waypoints and routes 
 Use an electronic chartplotter or navigation software to plan and monitor your course 
 Utilize the many functions in your GPS to safety reach your destination 
 Enhance your receiver’s performance with WAAS, DGPS, and proper antenna placement 
 Master advanced techniques 
 

Happy reading!!! 
 

NOTE:  You can log on to usps.org and click on the member benefits button to learn more about 

these and other benefits!! 

  Clint Kelley             2 September 
  Gail Aikin S        13 September 
  Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN   15 September 

  Gene Monroe AP-IN     23 September 
  1st/Lt Carl Smith SN     23 September 
  Bob Fino        26 September 

September Birthdays 



NRPS Dog Days of Summer Cruise 

Bluewater Marina  *  Hampton VA  *  18-20 August 2017 
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It was a fabulous cruise...11 boats and 28 folks made the trek to Hampton amid soaring temperatures and 
humidity. The saving grace was the lovely salt pool at the marina-and Friday afternoon saw all but 3 in the 
pool! The Marina made us feel so welcomed-with signs on all of the dock bulletin boards (a first for us!) ! Din-
ner was fabulous at the Surf Rider restaurant., where the restaurant more than accommodated us-with our 
seating in tables and booths together and right in the middle of the room! As usual, our brunch Saturday 
morning and our dock party Saturday night were well attended and the food abundant. Thanks to everyone 
for making this such a fun time! (And I won’t mention our river-drenched member!!) 



April 2 

 

 

NRPS Dog Days of Summer Cruise 

Bluewater Marina  *  Hampton VA  *  18-20 August 2017 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot S 

            

 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL  
 

Test Your Mustang Life Jacket 
 

 Stf/C Allan. B. Furtado, SN - National Safety Committee 
 

 We are always told as a Vessel Examiner to wear 
our life jackets to project the idea of safety to the boat-
ing public. I am sure that most VEs have done so over  

the past 8 years that we have had them. Now as we head into the boating season and all of the associated 
activities, I would suggest that the first thing a VE should do is examine and test his/her Mustang Inflatable 

life jacket. It is suggested that this operation be performed every 2 to 3 
months. I bet you have not even done it once in the 8 years you have 
had the jackets. I am suggesting this exercise because we have found a 
few jackets that won't hold air. If one of these is found I suggest that it be 
destroyed and disposed of 
because the total life expec-
tancy is only 10 years. So 
how do we test our jacket? 
Open it up along the Velcro 
seams as shown in Figure 1 
until it looks like figure 2. 
Then remove the cap on the 
oral inflation tube (shown in 
figure 2) and inflate the Life 
Jacket orally.  
 Then keep the jacket in-
flated over night. If it fails to 
hold air all night it is defec-
tive. If it holds air ok, then 
reverse the oral inflation cap 
and compress the jacket to 
remove all of the air. Once 
deflated, replace the cap to 
its original position and fold 
the sides back and press the 

Velcro seams to hold the jacket together. Now if you happen to 
really need the jacket while doing a VSC (Heaven forbid you fall into the water) the life jacket would be known 
to be useable.  
 

 If you have any ideas for upcoming safety features please feel 
free to contact me:  cdrsfolly@aol.com, cell 757-436-1437.                                                  

 On one of my longer boat trips I tangled with a crap pot in the 
middle of the channel which happened to be attached to a cable 
verses a  rope. The resulting damage spun the hub on my pro-

peller resulting in a 
marina stay for sever-
al days to get a re-
placement prop. Les-
son learned keep a 
good lookout for the 
unexpected and keep 
a second prop on the 
boat.  
Phot: Lt/C Butch Bax-
ter P) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If he feels he’s boating, he’s happier and 
more productive. So, I had that desk spe-
cifically built for him.” 
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Publisher’s Statement 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue. We welcome articles & photographs of interest 
to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the 
members & their families of the Nansemond River Power 
Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
Contributors:  Lt Mary South, P/C Rana Weaver AP & P/C 
                       Donnie Weaver AP 

 

2017-2018 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Bob Wallace SN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Butch Baxter P 
   Education Officer       Lt/C HJ South S 
   Asst Education Officer   1st/Lt Carl Smith SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher AP 

5 September    Bridge Meeting—The South’s Home 
        2916 Old Wharf Rd., Suffolk VA 
 

12 September   NRPS General Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse, Holland Rd, Suffolk VA 
 

10-17 September  USPS Governing Board 
        Hilton Dallas Lincoln Center, Dallas TX 
 

22-24 September  Riverwalk Landing Marina Cruise 
        Yorktown VA 
 

27-29 October   Last Cruise of the Season 
        Smithfield Station Marina, Smithfield VA 
 

26-29 October   D5 Educational Conference 
        Valley Forge Casino Resort, Valley Forge PA 

 

NRPS 2017 Calendar of Upcoming Events 


