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Happy New Year!!! With the dropping of the ball
in Times Square, we are going into the final 2
months of our Squadron year. But we ended the calendar year with a bang, with a Great Christmas Party, a successful ABC3 class and our first Seamanship class in a while. Congratulations to everyone
who made these events so successful. Congratulations to Theresa Abercrombie and Mike Brinn on
completing the Seamanship class. We are now
awaiting the results.
On 18 December I was honored to accept a
framed montage of photos from our friends of Sea

Ship 16 as the ship and Troop held their Awards Events. Sea Skipper Mike
Kiser is shown presenting the framed memories. We’ve enjoyed having them
participate with us, first at the Clean the Bay day and then at our Flares Burnoff. I anticipate more enjoyable activity in the future with this group.
The annual meeting of the Squadron, at which we elect the Bridge for the
upcoming year, is set for 9 January at George’s Steakhouse. See the report of
the nominating committee on page 3 of the Nansemond Light. My thanks to P/
C Rana Weaver AP and P/C Lin Hanbury AP for serving on the nominating
committee and my SPECIAL THANKS to all who volunteered to make the
commitment of service to NRPS for the next year. Following the election, we’ll
have lots to report to you.
First are two events. Our first Day Tripper in quite a while is set for 20 January to the Transportation Museum at Ft. Eustis, see page 3 for details. signup sheets will be at the 9 January meeting. Our 2nd Annual Cruise/Year Planning meeting is set for Thursday evening, 25 January. See AdMin. Officer’s article for specifics.
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Executive
Officer’s Report

The Squadron Christmas Party was held at my
home on 9 December. and what a party it was! There
were over 40 people in attendance and as far as I
could tell they all had a great time, even though Army
beat Navy, I know I did. The weather was not the best
Lt/C Bob Wallace SN
but we managed to roast those oysters regardless of
the rain. Oysters were provided by P/D/C Drex Bradshaw AP. and they were harvested from the James
River!
There were so many delicious delicacies brought by the members that we ran out of space, but they were all
eventually consumed. Brenda Wallace JN enjoyed decorating and hosting the party. I am not sure that I had
the opportunity to speak with everyone, I kind of hung out in the MAN CAVE closest to the libations and
oysters. I am looking forward to the next Squadron party.
The Geodetic hunts are well underway. I contacted our coordinator for District 5 and he told me that we
had over 130 points, we are well underway. Betty and P/C Mike Michael AP, with our latest submittals,
earned us 63 points and Mike Gambacorta’s submittals earned us an additional 28 points. Searching for
these 3 inch discs is a great opportunity for us to get together during the winter doldrums and simply have
fun. All we need are compasses, measuring tapes, shovels or garden trowels and a metal detector, all of
which I and others have. P/C Mary and P/C Norman Fisher AP,s are still searching for Gayle 2 which we
think is about 5 feet from the shore line, they might need some special equipment for that.
Any one interested in the geodetic program please give me a call and we can discuss it further, it really is
great fun and it is a great opportunity for community involvement.
“GEO” BOB bbwall@verizon.net, or by my cell phone 757-617-6609.

Administrative
Officer’s Report
Lt/C Butch Baxter P

A big thanks goes out to Brenda and Bob Wallace
for hosting the 2017 Christmas Party and those who
helped. It was outstanding get-together and a fitting
sendoff for our Nansemond River Power Squadron
year!
Looking now to 2018, our general meeting will be
at Georges Steakhouse on Tuesday 9 January, 1800
hours for dinner, meeting starts at 1900 hours. This
is our Annual Meeting, where we will be electing our

new Bridge of Officers for the upcoming year. We must have a quorum of members to hold the elections, so it
behooves each and every member to attend! (please review the Slate of Officers that our Nominating Committee has presented, on page 3 of this publication!)
We will have a cruise planning meeting for 2018 for all hands at Faith Lutheran Church at 2730 Bridge Rd
(Rt .17) in North Suffolk, commencing at 1830 hours. Lt/C HJ South S has drawn up a map of possibilities of
places to visit within a reasonable cruising range. Come, bring your thoughts and input. And we will be ordering pizza for everyone...so please let me know if you will be attending so we know how much pizza to order! It will be a fun evening, and I know everyone will want to have some input as to our cruises for the upcoming year-so mark your calendar and plan to attend!
Our Change of Watch will be held 3 March at the Cedar Point Country Club in Suffolk. This is the Gala
function where we install our newly elected Bridge. Past District Commander Marty Lafferty AP will be coming
in from Maryland for the installation, accompanied by his wife P/C Sari Lafferty AP. It will be a wonderful
evening with fabulous food and fellowship! Sign-up sheet will be in our event book sign-ups. I will have to
submit our final number one week prior to the 3rd. I will give a full report on this, the menu and costs at the
January general meeting.
Looking forward to 2018!
Call me with any questions or suggestions at 436-1313/262-8741 or email me at thebaxters@marsue.com)
The final tally for our Vessel Safety checks: Due to the impact of the hurricanes in and near Florida, Headquarters extended the cut-off date to 30 Nov and we were able to complete the few checks to reach
400 examinations submitted. Kudos to P/C Larry Rountree AP and the Vessel Examiners for a job well done.
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We closed out December with five more boaters
completing our boat safety training (America’s Boating Course). Thank you to our outstanding instructors! We had very positive feedback from all of the
students with special emphasis on the amount of
boating experience each instructor
had as well as how this was shared
on each chapter of the course.

Educational
Officer’s Report
Lt/C H.J. South S

We also had two members complete the Seamanship Class and the exams are currently
in route to Raleigh.
As always, if you have an area where you would like instruction, please give me a call.
Your input is always welcome and appreciated. I can be reached at hjsouth@outlook.com or
by phone at (757)580-6774.

Daytripper to The Transportation Museum
Fort Eustis, Virginia * Saturday, 20 January 2018 * 1000 hrs (10:00 AM)
The Transportation Museum was originally located in an abandoned storage building
and opened to the public in 1959 with displays left over from a recruiting event. Within
ten years, a foundation was organized to raise private funds and it moved to its present five-acre facility, funded by donations raised through the Army Transportation Museum Foundation, in
1976. Since then, the foundation has also provided a large aircraft pavilion in 1984, which displays nearly
twenty historic aircraft. A major addition was added to the museum in 2004 which
included an additional 14,000 square feet of exhibit space, a new collection storage
area and new offices for the foundation. We will arrange to have people drive (or attend) who have a military ID, thus allowing all in the vehicle to get onto Ft Eustis with
a Photo ID. There is no charge to visit the museum; there is a donation jar readily
available. After our visit to the museum, we will go to lunch at Vancostas Restaurant,
14745 Warwick Blvd, Newport News, VA.

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2018-2019
Voting will be at the Annual Meeting on 9 January at George’s Steakhouse in Suffolk VA
Executive Committee
Members at Large (elect 3)
3rd Year - Lt Cheryl Hanbury
2nd Year – Lt Jeff Horne
1st Year – Lt Susan Faurot S
Commander
Bob Wallace SN

Executive
Officer
Butch Baxter P

Administrative
Officer
HJ South S

Nominating Committee (elect 3)
3rd Year – P/C Mike Michael AP
2nd Year – P/C Norman Fisher AP
1st Year – Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN

Rules Committee (elect 1st year only)
3rd Year – P/C Art Aikin SN
2nd Year – P/C Matt Schulze P
1st Year – P/C Jack Eure JN

Educational
Officer
Carl Smith SN
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Treasurer
Mary Fisher AP

Secretary
Grace Brown P
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Audit Committee (elect 3)
3rd Year – Gail Aikin S
2nd Year – Joyce Bradshaw S
1st Year – Betty Sue Burris P
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NRPS Christmas Party 2017!
The Wallace’s Home on West Point Drive, Suffolk VA * 9 December 2017
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NRPS Christmas Party 2017!
The Wallace’s Home on West Point Drive, Suffolk VA * 9 December 2017

Merit Marks 2017

Cdr Frank Brown, AP-IN

A "merit mark" is awarded by the chief commander to a member for substantial personal effort in furthering the interest, programs and objectives of USPS, its districts and squadrons. It is a coveted award; it is by
and large the only official recognition members receive for their efforts. Only one merit mark may be awarded in a year to a member, no matter how extensive the contribution. A certificate is issued to each recipient.
Congratulations to the following members for earning a Merit Mark for 2017. Special kudos to P/C Mike
Michaels, AP, who earned his 25th mark and is now a LIFE Member of the United States Power Squadrons
and to Lt Cheryl Hanbury, who is awarded Senior Member status in recognition of her 5th Merit mark. Quite
an accomplishment.
P/C Art Aikin SN (19)
P/D/C Drex Bradshaw AP (24)
P/C Jack Eure JN (19)
Lt Susan Faurot S (3)
Mike Gambacorta (1)
William Kelly AP (17)
P/C Larry Rountree AP (39)
Lt/C H. J. South S (3)
Brenda Wallace JN (11)
P/C Rana Weaver SP (11)
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Gail Aikin (13)
Lt/C Butch Baxter P (13)
Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN (9)
Lt/C Grace Brown P(9)
Mary Anne Eure (2)
P/C Robert Eure AP (14)
Lt/C Mary Fisher AP (14)
P/C Norman Fisher AP (14)
Lt Cheryl Hanbury (5)
P/C Lin Hanbury AP (15)
P/C Mike Michaels AP (25—Life Member)
P/C Matt Schulze P (8)
1st Lt Carl Smith SN (2)
Lt Mary South (3)
P/C Lilly Stone JN (22)
Lt/C Robert Wallace SN (13)
P/C Donnie Weaver AP (11)
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Notes on Membership…..
By Lt Mary South, Membership Chair
Winter has officially begun and if we’re lucky, we’ll have some mild days so that we can still enjoy the water. Just a reminder for current members of NRPS, if you are an Amazon Prime member, please consider
signing up for AmazonSmile and select Nansemond River Power Squadron. For each eligible purchase you
make, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price to NRPS. Every little bit helps!
If you are not a member of the United States Power Squadrons, there are many great reasons to consider
joining. Whether it’s safe boating, social interaction, or community service, USPS has something for you.
For more information, or for a membership application, visit www.nrpowersquadroncom. The “Membership/
Application” link is on the left hand side of the page.
Come for the Boating Education…Stay for the Friends! SM

In Memoriam
December Birthdays
Debbie Baxter
Lt Susan Faurot
Gene Presson P
Lt/C Butch Baxter P

12 January
15 January
21 January
29 January

Sandra (Sandy) Krise
(Beloved wife of NRPS
member
Buddy Krise P)
6 May 1939—
20 December 2017

“I really don't know why it is that all of us are so committed to the sea,
except I think it's because in addition to the fact that the sea changes, Sandy was a familiar face around the docks
during NRPS cruises, and at events. Her
and the light changes, and ships change, it's because we all came
ready smile and warm personality will be
from the sea. we have salt in our blood, in our sweat, in our tears.”
truly missed by all who knew her!
-John F. Kennedy

USPS® Member Benefits
Information Provided By Lt Cheryl Hanbury
This month we’ve got some more insurance member benefits for you!!!
1. One of the many benefits of membership in the United States Power Squad-

rons is the exclusive USPS Boat Insurance Program. This program is
available to most USPS members and is based on the premise that USPS
members represent a class of “preferred risk” boaters by the virtue of their
formal education in the care and operation of boats. Since 1988, the
USPS Boat Insurance Program has been providing USPS members the best service, reliability and coverage
in the industry. It was created exclusively for members of the USPS and is administered by McGriff, Seibels,
& Williams, Inc. (underwritten by the Travelers Companies, Inc.).
Visit the USPS Boat Insurance Program Web Site for program highlights, quotes, and more information at
http://www.uspsboatinsurance.com or call toll free at 1-800-763-USPS (8777).
2. The United States Power Squadrons has chosen Travelers to offer members access to exclusive savings
on auto, home and renters insurance. Through the program you can benefit from:
-Special program savings not available to the general public
-Money-saving discounts, including save driver and multi-policy
-Convenient payment options
-24/7 claim reporting and customer service
-Free, no-obligation quotes from licensed insurance representatives
For more info call 1-800-842-5936 or visit http://www.Travelers.com/usps.
NOTE: You can log on to usps.org and click on the member benefits button to learn more about
these and other benefits!!
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Safety
Officer’s Report
Lt Susan Faurot S

Cold Weather Seamanship
The weather may have cooled, but the passion to
continue boating burns bright once the fall season sets
in for good, skies get bluer, air is crisp and crowds get
thinner. Use these tips to maintain personal safety.
Wooly Bully
The adage dress for water not for weather applies.
Odd balmy days will spur boaters to cruise. But cold

water behooves us to wear fabrics such as wool that retain heat, even when wet. Also consider an insulated
float coat, which will keep you warm and serves as a life jacket should you end up in the water. Wearing a life
vest is key to survival. This allows you to float with a minimum of energy expended and you can assume the
Heat Escape Lessening Escape Position. H.E.L.P. This is referred to as the fetal position, permitting you to
float effortlessly and protect those areas most susceptible to heat loss including the armpits, sides of the
chest, groin and back of knees. If in the water with others, you should huddle as a group to lessen heat loss.
Killer Tradition
The survival technique of floating in place while lowering ones head in the water will cause you to loose
heat faster and die faster. If you end up in the water without a life jacket, conservation of heat is the foremost
objective. To accomplish this, limit body movement. Swimming lowers body temperature. If you can pull yourself partially out of the water even on a float will help conserve heat increasing survival time.
Captain Fantastic
Good skippers are ever mindful of crew comfort and this is especially so in colder weather. A rejuvenating
blast of spray that has everybody gleefully shrieking in July may cause a different reaction in October. Be
wary of speed and course especially when running across the wind or in quartering seas.
Get Some Trim
During freezing temperatures water below the surface stays warmer. For that reason it’s a good idea to
leave the engine trimmed down at the dock if air temperatures are expected to get frigid. A trimmed up engine holds water which can cause all kinds of damage.
Morning Don’t
Frost is often invisible especially when it forms on white boats. Frost also renders even the most aggressive non-skid surface useless. Be careful when boarding your boat and do likewise while disembarking since
spray can sometimes freeze on the decks as well.
Snow Job
Your boat may have a self-bailing cock pit, but unfortunately snow wont flow out of the scuppers. Prepare
to shovel out your water stored boat if the white stuff falls. In fact even if it rains go check the boat, an overnight freeze can block the drains, even if water elsewhere has returned to a liquid state.
Hypothermia
Hypothermia is a condition that exists when the body drops below ninety-five degrees. This can be caused
by air or water exposure. The loss of body heat, results in the loss of dexterity, loss of consciousness and
eventually loss of life. A few minutes in cold water makes it very difficult to swim, even to keep yourself afloat.
In addition a sudden unexpected entry into cold water will cause a reflexive “gasp” allowing water into the
lungs. Drowning is almost instantaneous. Your body can cool down 25 times faster in cold water than in air.
Survival can be as short as fifteen minutes. Water temperature, body size, amount of fat and movement in
the water all play a part in cold water survival. Hypothermia can and does occur even in the warm waters of
Florida and the Bahamas. Treatment of hypothermia can be accomplished by gradual raising the temperature
back to normal. It can be as simple as Sharing a sleeping bag or blanket with the individual or applying warm
moist towels to heat sensitive areas. Remove wet clothing and if hypothermia is mild to medium a warm bath
can be used, keeping arms and legs out of the water and do not warm too quickly. Do not massage the victim’s arms and legs, that will cause the circulatory system to take cold blood from the surface into the body’s
core resulting in further temperature drop. Do not give alcohol, which causes loss of body heat, or tea or coffee which are stimulants and cause vasodilation lowering the temperature.
If you have ideas for upcoming safety features please contact me: cdrsfolly@aol.com, cell 757-436-1437.
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NRPS 2018 Calendar of Upcoming Events
2 January 2018
9 January

28 January
18-25 February
3 March
5-8 April

Bridge Meeting , The South’s Home
2916 Old Wharf Rd, Suffolk VA
ANNUAL MEETING, and Election of 2018 Bridge
George’s Steakhouse 1260 Holland Rd., Suffolk
Daytripper to Transportation Museum
Fort Eustis VA
USPS 2018 Annual Meeting, Rosen Center
9840 International Dr., Orlando FL
NRPS Gala Change of Watch, Cedar Point
Country Club, 8056 Clubhouse Dr., Suffolk VA
D5 Spring Conference & Squadron Officer Training
Princess Royal Hotel, Ocean City MD
Publisher’ Statement

2017-2018 Bridge Officers
Commander
Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Education Officer
Asst Education Officer
Secretary
Treasurer

Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN
Lt/C Bob Wallace SN
Lt/C Butch Baxter P
Lt/C HJ South S
1st/Lt Carl Smith SN
Lt/C Grace Brown P
Lt/C Mary Fisher AP

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following
month’s issue. We welcome articles & photographs of interest
to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the
members & their families of the Nansemond River Power
Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power
Squadrons®.
Publisher: Cdr Frank Brown AP-IN
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown P

Copyright 2017 United States Power Squadrons®, we are America’s Boating Club®
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